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THE FAERIE QUEENE a 
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| OF JUSTICE. aa 


CRAGIN MTe OPT: 


Prince Arthure overcomes the great 
Gerioneo in fight : 

Doth flay the Monfter, and reftore 
Belge unto her right. 


he 
T often fals, in courfe of common life, 
That right long time is overborne of 
wrong 
Through avarice, or powre, or ouile, 
or ftrife, 
That weakens her, and makes her 
party ftrong ; 
But Juftice, though her dome fhe doe prolong, 
Yet at the laft the will her owne caufe right: 
As by fad Belge feemes ; whofe wrongs though long 
She fuffred, yet at length fhe did requight, 
And fent redreffe thereof by this brave Briton Knight. 
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THE fAERIENQUEENE: 


DQ 


Whereof when newes was to that Tyrant brought, 


How that the Lady Belge now had found 

A Champion, that had with his Champion fought, * 
And laid his Senefchall low on the ground, 

And eke him felfe did threaten to confound ; 

He gan to burne in rage, and friefe in feare, 
Doubting fad end of principle unfound : 

Yet, fith he heard but one that did appeare, 


He did him felfe encourage and take better cheare. 


3. 
Natheleffe him felfe he armed all in haft, 


And forth he far’d with all his many bad, 

Ne ftayed ftep, till that he came at laft 

Unto the Caftle which they conquerd had: 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad, 
He fternely marcht before the Caftle gate, 
And with bold vaunts and ydle threatning bad 


Deliver him his owne, ere yet too late, 


To which they had no right, nor any wrongfull ftate. 


4. 


The Prince ftaid not his aunfwere to devize, 


But, opening ftreight the Sparre, forth to him came, 
Full nobly mounted in right warlike wize ; 

And afked him, if that he were the fame, 

Who all that wrong unto that wofull Dame 

So long had done, and from her native land 

Exiled her, that all the world {pake fhame? 

He boldly aunfwerd him, he there did ftand 


That would his doings juftifie with his owne hand. 


S. 
With that fo furioufly at him he flew, 


have given it, «A Champion, tl 
viz. the three knights mentioned 


* A Champion, that had with his Champion fought.| He ought to 


iat had with his Champions fought,” 


C. x. St. 34 [vol. iii. p. 474]. Upron. 
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As if he would have overrun him ftreight ; 
And with his huge great yron axe gan hew 
So hideoufly uppon his armour bright, 
As he to peeces would have chopt it quight ; 
That the bold Prince was forced foote to give 
To his firft rage, and yeeld to his defpight ; 
The whileft at him fo dreadfully he drive,” 
That feem’d a marble rocke afunder could have rive. 
6. 
Thereto a great advauntage eke he has 
Through his three double hands thrife multiplyde, 
Befides the double ftrength which in them was: 
For ftil, when fit occafion did betyde, 
He could his weapon fhift from fide to fyde, 
From hand to hand; and with fuch nimbleffe fly 
Could wield about,° that, ere it were efpide, 
The wicked ftroke did wound his enemy 
Behinde, befide, before, as he it lift apply. 
We 
Which uncouth ufe when as the Prince perceived, 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 
Leaft by fuch flight he were unwares deceived ; 
And ever, ere he faw the ftroke to land, 
He would it meete and warily withftand. 


b fo dreadfully he drive.| i.e. he drove or drave. Spenfer undoubt- 
edly, as Church contends, ufes ‘ drive” here as the paft tenfe: he does 
the fame in F. Q. B. i. C. ix. St. 383 vol. li. p.15. In the next line 
we have “rive” ufed for riven; but the folio 1611 gives the line 
thus :— 

«© That feem’d a marble rocke afunder could not rive.” 

Drayton, in his copy of this impreffion, left the text unamended. C. 

© Could wield about.| It may be doubted whether here we ought 
not to receive “‘ wield” in the fenfe of whee/: the giant could wheel 
about with fuch artful nimblenefs. According to the quarto edits. of 
‘* Richard III.” A. iv. Sc. 4, Shakefpeare {peaks of juttice as <* wheeling 
about;” but the folios have * whirl’d about.” In the next ftanza 
‘* wielding” feems to be ufed by Spenfer in its ordinary meaning. C. 
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One time, when he his weapon faynd to fhift, 
As he was wont, and chang’d from hand to hand, 
He met him with a counterftroke fo {wift, 
That quite fmit off his arme as he it up did lift. 
8. 
Therewith all fraught with fury and difdaine, 
He brayd aloud for very fell defpight ; 
And fodainely, t’ avenge him felfe againe 
Gan into one affemble all the might 
Of all his hands, and heaved them on hight, 
Thinking to pay him with that one for all: 
But the fad fteele feizd not, where it was hight, 
Uppon the childe,* but fomewhat fhort did fall, 
And lighting on his horfes head him quite did mall. 


9. 
Downe ftreight to ground fell his aftonifht fteed, 
And eke to th’ earth his burden with him bare; 
But he him felfe full lightly from him freed, 
And gan him {elfe to fight on foote prepare: 
Whereof when as the Gyant was aware, 
He wox right blyth, as he had got thereby, 
And laught fo loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might have feene enraung’d diforderly, 
Like to a rancke of piles that pitched are awry. 
10. 
Eftfoones againe his axe he raught on hie, 
Ere he were throughly buckled to his geare, 
And can let drive at him fo dreadfullie, 
That had he chaunced not his fhield to reare, 
Ere that huge ftroke arrived on him neare, 
He had him furely cloven quite in twaine : 
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, 11, : 
: Uppon the childe. | Tt was not unufual, in romances, to apply the 
word child to Squires and others who had not yet been received into 


the order of knighthood: it was alfo given to knights, as here, and 
elfewhere to Prince Arthur. C., 
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But th’ Adamantine fhield® which he did beare 
So well was tempred, that for all his maine 
It would no paflage yeeld unto his purpofe vaine. 
iii 
Yet was the ftroke fo forcibly applide, 
That made him ftagger with uncertaine fway, 
As if he would have tottered to one fide: 
Wherewith full wroth he fiercely gan affay 
That curt’fie with like kindneffe to repay, 
And {mote at him with fo importune might, 
That two more of his armes did fall away, 
Like fruitleffe braunches, which the hatchets flight 
Hath pruned from the native tree,‘ and cropped quight. 
12% 
With that all mad and furious he grew, 
Like a fell maftiffe through enraging heat, 
And curft, and band,® and blafphemies forth threw 
Againtft his Gods, and fire to them did threat," 
And hell unto him felfe with horrour great. 
Thenceforth he car’d no more which way he ftrooke, 
Nor where it light; but gan to chaufe and {weat, 
And gnafht his teeth, and his head at him fhooke, 
And fternely him beheld with grim and ghaftly looke. 
iia. 
Nought fear’d the childe his lookes, ne yet his threats, 
But onely wexed now the more aware 
To fave him felfe from thofe his furious heats, 
And watch advauntage how to worke his care, 
The which good Fortune to him offred faire ; 


© But th’ Adamantine foield.| From Taflo, C. vii. 82: “ Scudo di 
lucidiflimo diamante.” ‘Topp. 

' from the native tree.| Natural. See Canto vi. St. 27. Cuurca. 

& And curft, and band.| Did curfe. See F. Q. iii. vii. 393 iv. ix. 
19. ‘* Bann, interdiftum, a 4annen, interdicere,” Wachter. Urron. 

h and fire to them did threat.) The folio of 1679 and Hughes’s firft 


| edition, “oz them.” CHurRcH. 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


For as he in his rage him overftrooke, 
He, ere he could his weapon backe repaire, 
His fide all bare and naked overtooke, 
And with his mortal fteel quite throgh the body ftrooke. 
14. 
Through all three bodies he him ftrooke attonce, 
That all the three attonce fell on the plaine, 
Ele fhould he thrife have needed for the nonce’ 
Them to have ftricken, and thrife to have flaine. 
So now all three one fenceleffe lumpe remaine, 
Enwallow’d in his owne blacke bloudy gore, 
And byting th’ earth for very deaths difdaine ; 
Who, with a cloud of night him covering, bore 
Downe to the houfe of dole, his daies there to deplore. 
se 
Which when the Lady from the Caftle faw, 
Where fhe with her two fonnes did looking ftand, 
She towards him in haft her felfe did draw 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand: 
And all the people, both of towne and land, 
Which there ftood gazing from the Citties wall 
Uppon thefe warriours, greedy t’ underftand 
To whether fhould the victory befall, 
Now when they faw it falne, they eke him greeted all. 
16. 
But Belge, with her fonnes proftrated low 
Before his feete in all that peoples fight, 
Mongft joyes mixing fome tears, mongft wele fome wo, 
Him thus befpake: “O moft redoubted Knight, 
The which haft me, of all moft wretched wight, 


' for the nonce.| For the occafion. ** For the nonce,” or nomes, i. e. 
for the once, is a phrafe of perpetual occurrence from the earlieft date in 
our literature. It is employed by Shakefpeare in “1 Henry IV,” A. i. 
Sc. 2, and in “1 Henry VI,” A. ii. Sc. 4, as well as by many other 
writers. See alfo Gifford’s * Ben Jonfon,” iii. p. 218. C. 
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That earft was dead, reftor’d to life againe, 
And thefe weake impes* replanted by thy might, 
What guerdon can I give thee for thy paine, 
| But ev’n that which thou favedft thine ftill to remaine ?” 
La 
He tooke her up forby the lilly hand, 
And her recomforted the beft he might, 
Saying; ‘* Deare Lady, deedes ought not be fcand 
By th’ authors manhood, nor the doers might, 
But by their trueth and by the caufes right : 
That fame is it which fought for you this day. 
What other meed, then, need me to requight, 
But that which yeeldeth vertues meed alway ? 
That is, the vertue felfe, which her reward doth pay.” 
Roe 
She humbly thankt him for that wondrous grace, 
And further fayd: “‘ Ah! Sir, but mote ye pleafe, 
Sith ye thus farre have tendred my poore cate, 
As from my chiefeft foe me to releafe, 
That your victorious arme will not yet ceafe, 
Till ye have rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde race, and ftablifhed my peace.” 
cc What is there elfe ” (fayd he) “left of their rout? 
Declare it boldly, Dame, and doe not ftand in dout.” 
1g. 
‘© Then wote you, Sir, that in this Church hereby 
There ftands an Idole of great note and name, 
The which this Gyant reared firft on hie, 
And of his owne vaine fancies thought did frame: 
To whom, for endleffe horrour of his fhame,’ 


k And thefe weake impes, &c.] Refpeéting the word “imp,” both 
as a verb and as a fubftantive, fee vol. i. p. 272: an“ imp” is properly 
a fcion, and to “imp” (A. S. impaz) is to “ ingraft.” It1s conftantly em- 
ployed figuratively by all poets. C. 

' 1% whom, for endleffe horrour of his foame.| Ought we not rather 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


He offred up for daily facrifize 
My children and my people, burnt in flame 
With all the tortures that he could devize, 
The more t’ aggrate his God™ with fuch his blouddy guize. 
20. 
«* And underneath this Idoll there doth lie 
An hideous monfter that doth it defend, 
And feedes on all the carkafles that die 
In facrifize unto that curfed feend ; 
Whofe ugly fhape none ever faw, nor kend, 
That ever fcap’d: for of a man, they fay, 
It has the voice, that {peaches forth doth fend, 
Even blafphemous words, which fhe doth bray 
Out of her poyfnous entrails fraught with dire decay.” 


21. 
Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan earne 
For great defire that Monfter to aflay, 
And prayd the place of her abode to learne ; 
Which being fhew’d, he gan him {felfe ftreight way 
Thereto addreffe, and his bright fhield difplay. 
So to the Church he came, where it was told 
The Monfter underneath the Altar lay : 
There he that Idoll faw of maffy gold 
Moft richly made, but there no Monfter did behold. 
22. 
Upon the Image with his naked blade 
Three times, as in defiance, there he ftrooke ; 


And the third time out of an hidden fhade 


to read, ‘* for endleffe horrour and his fhame?” The fign for and was 
not unfrequently of old miftaken and mifprinted “ of.” However, we 
do not upon mere conjeéture alter the text of all editions. C. 

™ Lhe more? aggrate his God.| The more to propitiate his God. 
We have met with the fame word in B. iii. C. vi. St. 503; vol. il. 
p. 462, “* that doth both gods and men aggrate,” and confidered no note 
neceflary, the word itfelf furnifhing there its own meaning and etymo- 
logy. Nearly the fame may be faid of it in the prefent initance. C, 
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There forth iffewd from under th’ Altars fmooke 


A dreadfull feend with fowle deformed looke, 
That ftretcht it felfe as it had long lyen ftill ; 
And her long taile and fethers ftrongly fhooke, 
That all the Temple did with terrour fill; 


Yet him nought terrifide that feared nothing ill. 


ane 


An huge great Beaft it was, when it in length 


Was ftretched forth, that nigh fild all the place, 
And feem’d to be of infinite great ftrength : 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellith race, 

Borne of the brooding of Echidna bafe, 

Or other like infernall furies kinde; 

For of a Mayd fhe had the outward face, 

To hide the horrour which did lurke behinde, 


The better to beguile whom fhe fo fond did finde. 


24. 


Thereto the body of a dog fhe had, 


Full of fell ravin and fierce greedineffe ; 


A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad, 


To rend and teare what fo fhe can opprefle ; 
A Dragons taile, whofe fting without redreffe 
Full deadly wounds where fo it is empight ; 
And Eagles wings, for fcope and fpeedineffe, 
That nothing may efcape her reaching might, 


Whereto fhe ever lift to make her hardy flight. 


pep 


Much like in foulneffe and deformity 
Unto that Monfter, whom the Theban Knight, 


The father of that fatall progeny,” 
Made kill her felfe for very hearts defpight 


That he had red her Riddle, which no wight 


" The father of that fatall progeny.] He calls the progeny of Oc- 
dipus fata/, as if Providence had marked them out for extraordinary 
punifhments on account of his inceftuous marriage. Upron. 
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Could ever loofe but fuffred deadly doole : 
So alfo did this Monfter ufe like flight 
To many a one which came unto her {choole, 
Whom fhe did put to death, deceived like a foole. 
26. 
She comming forth, when as fhe firft beheld 
The armed Prince with fhield fo blazing bright 
Her ready to affaile, was greatly queld, 
And much difmayd with that difmayfull fight, 
That backe fhe would have turnd for great affright ; 
But he gan her with courage fierce affay, 
That forft her turne againe in her defpight 
To fave her felfe, leaft that he did her flay ; 
And fure he had her flaine, had fhe not turnd her way. 
a 
Tho, when fhe faw that fhe was forft to fight, 
She flew at him like to an hellifh feend, 
And on his fhield tooke hold with all her might, 
As if that it fhe would in peeces rend, 
Or reave out of the hand that did it hend :° 
Strongly he ftrove out of her greedy gripe 
To loofe his fhield, and long while did contend ; 
But when he could not quite it, with one {tripe 
Her Lions clawes he from her feete away did wipe. 


28. 
With that aloude fhe gan to bray and yell, 
And fowle blafphemous fpeaches forth did caft, 
And bitter curfes, horrible to tell ; 
That even the Temple, wherein fhe was plaft, 
Did quake to heare, and nigh afunder braft: 
Tho with her huge long taile fhe at him ftrooke, 


° the hand that did it hend.| i.e. ftri€tly the hand that did it take. 
(See vol. ii. p. 108); but here we muft, for the fake of the rhyme, re- 
ceive “hend” as hold or fuftain. C. 
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That made him ftagger and ftand halfe agaft 
With trembling joynts, as he for terrour fhooke ; 
Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 
29. 2 
As when the Maft of fome well timbred hulke 4 
Is with the blaft of fome outragious ftorme pi 
Blowne downe, it fhakes the bottome of the bulke, 
And makes her ribs to cracke as they were torne ; 
Whileft ftill fhe ftands, as ftonifht and forlorne :? a 
So was he ftound with ftroke of her huge taile ; Pe 
But ere that it fhe backe againe had borne, fs 
He with his {word it ftrooke, that without faile 
He joynted it, and mard the {winging of her flaile. 
303 
Then gan fhe cry much louder than afore, 
That all the people there without it heard, 
And Belge felfe was therewith ftonied fore, 
As if the onely found thereof fhe feard. 
But then the feend her felfe more fiercely reard 
Uppon her wide great wings, and ftrongly flew 
With all her body at his head and beard, 
That had he not forefeene with heedfull vew, 
And thrown his fhield atween, fhe had him done to rew. 
ar. 
But, as fhe preft on him with heavy fway, 
Under her wombe his fatall {word he thrutft, 
And for her entrailes made an open way 
To iffue forth ; the which, once being bruft, 
Like to a great Mill damb forth fiercely gufht, 
And powred out of her infernall finke 
Moft ugly filth; and poyfon therewith rufht, 


P as ftonifbt and forlorne.\ All old impreflions make <¢ as ftonifht”’ 
two feparate words; but in fome modern impreflions they are united, 
aftonifpt. It may deferve remark that in ‘* England’s Parnaffus,” 1600, 
a very ill printed book, ‘as ftonifht”’ is altered to a/fonifbt, p. 462. C. 
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That him nigh choked with the deadly ftinke. 

Such loathly matter were fmall luft to fpeake or thinke. 

RD, 

Then downe to ground fell that deformed Maffe, 
Breathing out clouds of fulphure fowle and blacke, 
In which a puddle of contagion was, 

More loathd then Lerna, or then Stygian lake, 
That any man would nigh awhaped make :° 
Whom when he faw on ground, he was full glad, 
And ftreight went forth his gladnefle to partake 
With Belge, who watcht all this while full fad, 

Wayting what end would be of that fame daunger drad. 

33° 

Whom when fhe faw fo joyoufly come forth, 

She gan rejoyce and fhew triumphant chere, 
Lauding and prayfing his renowmed worth 

By all the names that honorable were. 

Then in he brought her, and her fhewed there 
The prefent of his paines, that Monfters fpoyle, 
And eke that Idoll deem’d fo coftly dere, 
Whom he did all to peeces breake, and foyle 

In filthy durt, and left fo in the loathely foyle. 

34+ 

Then all the people which beheld that day 

Gan fhout aloud, that unto heaven it rong ; 
And all the damzels of that towne in ray 
Came dauncing forth, and joyous carrols fong : 
So him they led through all their ftreetes along 
Crowned with girlonds of immortall baies ; 
And all the vulgar did about them throng 

To fee the man, whofe everlafting praife 

They all were bound to all pofterities to raife. 
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° would nigh awhaped make.) We have had ** awhape” already, B. 
iv. C.7. St. 5 (vol. iii. p. 195) in the fame fenfe that it here bears, viz. 
terrified. Chaucer ufes ‘‘ awhaped,” and Lydgate couples it with amate 
—<‘* awhaped and amate.” C. ; 
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35. , 
There he with Belgz' did awhile remaine 
Making great feaft and joyous merriment, 
Untill he had her fettled in her raine ae 
With fafe affuraunce and eftablifhment : = 
Then to his firft emprize his mind he lent, | 
Full loath to Belge and to all the reft ; 
Of whom yet taking leave thenceforth he went, 
And to his former journey him addrett ; 
On which long way he rode, ne ever day did reft. 
36. 
But turne we now to noble Artegall ; 
Who, having left Mercilla, ftreight way went 
On his firft queft, the which him forth did call, 
To weet, to worke Irenaes franchifement, 
And eke Grantortoes worthy punifhment. 
So forth he fared, as his manner was, 
With onely Talus wayting diligent, 
Through many perils; and much way did pas, 
Tull nigh unto the place at length approcht he has. 
37: 
There as he traveld by the way, he met 
An aged wight wayfaring all alone, 
Who through his yeares long fince afide had fet 
The ufe of armes, and battell quite forgone: 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone 
That it was he which whilome did attend 
On faire Irene in her affliction, 
When firft to Faery court he faw her wend, 
Unto his foveraine Queene her fuite for to commend. 


Boe 
Whom by his name faluting, thus he gan: 


i ibjutatssipe ioa a gurl ane aSE ace Ronaldo ea 


* There he with Belge.| Here again (fee vol. iii. p. 467) Spenfer 
reverts to the diphthong in the name of Belge or Belge. We have had 
a third variety, Beleee, in the Argument of C.10. C. 
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«¢ Haile, good Sir Sergis, trueft Knight alive, 
Well tride in all thy Ladies troubles than 
When her that Tyrant did of Crowne deprive ; 
What new occafion doth thee hither drive, 
Whiles fhe alone is left, and thou here found ? 
Or is fhe thrall, or doth fhe not furvive ?” 
To whom he thus: ‘ She liveth fure and found, 
But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome bound : 
39: 
“For fhe prefuming on th’ appointed tyde, 
In which ye promift, as ye were a Knight, 
To meete her at the falvage [ands fyde, 
And then and there for triall of her right 
With her unrighteous enemy to fight, 
Did thither come; where fhe, afrayd of nought, 
By guilefull treafon and by fubtill flight 
Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought, 
Who her imprifoned hath, and her life often fought. 
AO. 
‘«¢ And now he hath to her prefixt a day, 
By which if that no champion doe appeare, 
Which will her caufe in battailous array 
Againft him juftifie, and prove her cleare 
Of all thofe crimes that he gainft her doth reare, 
She death fhall fure aby.”* Thofe tidings fad 
Did much abafh Sir Artegall to heare, 
And grieved fore that through his fault fhe had 
Fallen into that Tyrants hand and ufage bad. 
Al. 
Then thus replide: «* Now fure and by my life, 
Too much am I to blame for that faire Maide, 


© She death fhall fure aby.| 'This line is defe€tive in the 4to. 1596: 
it wants two fyllables which are fupplied in all fubfequent impreflions, 
and ‘‘ She death fhall by” is amended to “* She death fhall fure aby.” 
The fenfe is precifely the fame, while the meafure is amended. C. 
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| That have her drawne to all this troublous ftrife, 
| Through promife to afford her timely aide, 
Which by default I have not yet defraide : 
But witnefle unto me, ye heavens, that know' 
How cleare I am from blame of this upbraide ; 
For ye into like thraldome me did throw, : 
And kept from complifhing the faith which I did owe. 
42. 
‘* But now aread, Sir Sergis, how long fpace 
Hath he her lent a Champion to. provide ?” 
“« ‘Ten daies,” (quoth he) “he graunted hath of grace, 
For that he weeneth well before that tide 
None can have tidings to affift her fide: 
For all the fhores, which to the fea accofte," 
He day and night doth ward both farre and wide, 
That none can there arrive without an hofte: 
So her he deemes already but a damned ghofte.” 
| 43. 
‘“« Now turne againe,” (Sir Artegall then fayd) 
“¢ Kor, if I live till thofe ten daies have end, 
Affure your felfe, Sir Knight, fhe fhall have ayd, 
Though I this deareft life for her doe fpend.” 
So backeward he attone with him did wend: 
Tho, as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend, 
Flocking together in confufde array ; 
As if that there were fome tumultuous affray. 
44. 
To which as they approcht the caufe to know, 


t ye heavens, that know.| ‘ Know” is knew in every old impreffion ; 
but the rhyme fhows that ‘‘ know” is right, and “ know” was fubfti- 
tuted by Upton and adopted by various fubfequent editors. C. 

" which to the fea accofte.| Meaning, fhores which run by the fide 
of the fea. We fhall hereafter find Spenfer ufing the ative participle 
“* accoafting,” as applied to the accompanying flight of a hawk: fee 
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16 THE FAERIE QUEENE, Bi ee 
They faw a Knight* in daungerous diftreffe 


Of a rude rout him chafing to and fro, 
That fought with lawleffe powre him to oppreffe, 
And bring in bondage of their brutifhneffe : 
And farre away, amid their rakehell bands,’ 
They fpide a Lady left all fuccourleffe, 
Crying, and holding up her wretched hands 
To him for aide, who long in vaine their rage withftands. 
45. 
Yet ftill he ftrives, ne any perill f{pares, 
To refkue her from their rude violence ; 
And like a Lion wood’ amongtt them fares, 
Dealing his dreadfuil blowes with large difpence, 
Gainft which the pallid death findes no defence ; 
But all in vaine: their numbers are fo great, 
That naught may boot to banifhe them from thence ; 
For foone as he their outrage backe doth beat, 
They turne afrefh, and oft renew their former threat. 
46. 
And now they doe fo fharpely him affay, 
That they his fhield in peeces battred have, 
And forced him to throw it quite away, 


* They faw a Knight, &c.] The Knight is Henry of Navarre; the 
rude rout, his rebellious fubjeéts; the Lady, France, or the Genius of 
France, hight Flourdelis, St. 49. Upron. 

¥ amid their rakehell bands.| Avery common epithet to indicate the 
loweft degree of wickednefs and vulgarity, fometimes fpelt only rakel. 
We may take this opportunity of faying that the etymology of our word 
rake, for a diforderly perfon, is precifely the fame as the etymology of 
roifier, which has caufed fome trouble to the makers of our dictionaries, 
who have neverthelefs not arrived at any fatisfa€tory conclufion. 
“ Roifter” is from the Lat. ra/frum, a rake: fo the Fr. rufire. 'Todd’s 
notion that to *¢ roifter” is from the Icelandic Ariffer, is no more to be 
fupported than Richardfon’s derivation of it from refan,torufh. ‘The 
connection between a “ rakehell” and a roiffer is evident. C. 

* And like a Lion wood.| It is {carcely neceflary to remark here 
that “‘ wood” is mad or wild: fee vol. ii. p- 398. Inftances are innu- 


merable : the Knight (i. e. Henry IV.) goes among his enemies like a 
raging or mad lion. 
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Fro dangers dread his doubtfull life to fave af 
Albe that it moft fafety to him gave, 
And much did magnifie his noble name: 

For from the day that he thus did it leave, 
Amongft all Knights he blotted was with blame, 
And counted but a recreant Knight with endles fhame. 

47° 
Whom when they thus diftreffed did behold, 
They drew unto his aide; but that rude rout 
Them alfo gan affaile with outrage bold, 
And forced them, how ever {trong and ftout 
They were, as well approv’d in many a doubt, 
Backe to recule;° untill that yron man 
With his huge flaile began to lay about ; 
From whofe fterne prefence they diffufed ran,° 
Like {cattred chaffe the which the wind away doth fan. 


48. 

So when that Knight from perill cleare was freed, 
He drawing neare began to greete them faire, 
And yeeld great thankes for their fo goodly deed, 
In faving him from daungerous defpaire 
Of thofe which fought his life for to empaire : 
Of whom Sir Artegall gan then enquire 


The whole occafion of his late misfare, 


* Fro dangers dread his doubtfull life to fave.] The circumftance of 
Henry of Navarre throwing away his fhield certainly alludes to his 
leaving Proteftantifm, and turning Roman Catholic. Cuurcn. 

> Back to recule.) Retire. So in Roger Afcham’s « Toxophilus,”’ 
edit. 1571, fol. 20, b. <* When Heétor and the Troyans woulde haue 
fet fyre on the Greke fhippes, Teucer with his bowe made them recu/e 
backe againe.” ‘Topp. It is the fame word as “ recoil,”’ which Spenfer 
employs for retire, vol. ii. p. 28, and again in the laft ftanza of the 
prefent Canto. Lord Surrey fpelt it recuy/e, and we hall hereafter {ee 
that our poet followed his example, with the difference merely of a 
letter—z for y. C. 

° they diffufed ran.| Difperfed or difordered. Toop. Etymologi- 
cally it, of courfe, means poured abroad. C., 


IV. Cc 
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And who he was, and what thofe villaines were, 

The which with mortall malice him purfu’d fo nere. 

49: 

To whom he thus: “* My name is Burbon hight, 
Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 
Untill late mifchiefe did uppon me light, 

That all my former praife hath blemifht fore : 
And that faire Lady, which in that uprore 
Ye with thofe caytives faw, Flourdelis hight, 
Is mine owne love, though me fhe have forlore, 
Whether withheld from me by wrongfull might, 
Or with her owne good will, I cannot read aright. 
50. 

‘¢ But fure to me her faith fhe firft did plight 

To be my love, and take me for her Lord; 

Till that a Tyrant, which Grandtorto hight, 

With golden giftes and many a guilefull word 
Entyced her to him for to accord. 

O! who may not with gifts and words be tempted? 
Sith which fhe hath me ever fince abhord, 

And to my foe hath guilefully confented : 

Ay me, that ever guyle in wemen was invented ! 

foi, 

«¢ And now he hath this troupe of villains fent 
By open force to fetch her quite away: 

Gainft whom my felfe I long in vaine have bent 
To refcue her, and daily meanes affay ; 
Yet refcue her thence by no meanes I may, 
For they doe me with multitude oppreffe, 
And with unequall might doe overlay, 
That oft I driven am to great diftreffe, 
And forced to forgoe th’ attempt remedileffe.” 
Lo; 
‘“‘ But why have ye” (faid Artegall) “ forborne 
Your owne good fhield in daungerous difmay ? 
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That is the greateft fhame and fouleft {corne, 
Which unto any knight behappen may, 

| To loofe the badge that fhould his deedes difplay.” 

| To whom Sir Burbon, blufhing halfe for fhame: 

| ‘< That fhall I unto you” (quoth he) “* bewray, 
Leaft ye therefore mote happily me blame, 


And deeme it doen of will, that through inforcement 
came. 


ve 4 
‘“¢ True is that I at firft was dubbed knight | is 
By a good knight, the knight of the Redcroffe ; 4 
Who, when he gave me armes in field to fight, 
Gave me a fhield, in which he did endoffe‘ 
His deare Redeemers badge upon the boffe: 
The fame long while I bore, and therewithall 
Fought many battels without wound or loffe ; 
Therewith Grandtorto felfe I did appall, 
And made him oftentimes in field before me fall. 
$4. 
*¢ But for that many did that fhield envie, 
And cruell enemies increafed more, 
To ftint all ftrife and troublous enmitie, 
That bloudie feutchin, being battered fore, 
I layd afide, and have of late forbore, 
Hoping thereby to have my love obtayned ; 
Yet can I not my love have nathemore, 


For fhe by force is ftill fro me detayned, 


c 


1 in which he did endoffe.| Engrave, or write on the back. Fr. 
endoffer. So, as Mr. Church has obferved, in “ Colin Clouts come 
home again,”— 
“ Fler name in every tree I will endoffe.” 

The word was alfo anciently ufed for putting om the back. Thus, in 
“The Knight of the Sea,” 4to. 1600, p. 145. Of certain knights ; 
“ they no fooner efpyed the morninges miftrefle, with difheueled treffes, 
to mount her iuorie chariot, but they ezdo/ed on their armours.” 'Topp. 
Ben Jonfon and Milton fpell it endorfe, agreeably to the Latin etymo- 
logy, but Spenfer was governed by the rhyme. C. 
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And with corruptfull brybes*® 1s to untruth mif- 


trayned.” 
55. 


To whom thus Artegall: “ Certes, Sir knight, 


Hard is the cafe the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not fo hard (for nought fo hard may light, 
That it to fuch a ftreight mote you conftraine) 
As to abandon that which doth containe 

Your honours ftile, that is, your warlike fhield. 
All perill ought be leffe, and leffe all paine 
Then loffe of fame in difaventrous field : 


Dye, rather then doe ought that mote difhonour yield.” 


56. 


“¢ Not fo,” (quoth he) “ for yet, when time doth ferve, 


My former fhield I may refume againe: 

To temporize is not from truth to {werve, 

Ne for advantage terme to entertaine, 

When as neceflitie doth it conftraine.” 

“«« Fie on fuch forgerie!” (fayd Artegall) 

“© Under one hood to fhadow faces twaine : 
Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all: 


Of all things to diffemble fouly may befall !” 


S7- 


«< Yet let me you of courtefie requeft” 


(Said Burbon) “ to affift me now at need 

Againft thefe pefants which have me oppreft, 

And forced me to fo infamous deed, 

That yet my love may from their hands be freed.” 
Sir Artegall, albe he earft did wyte‘ 


His wavering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 


© And with corruptfull brybes.| ‘The fecond and third folios read 
corrupted. ‘Toop. 


f albe he earft did wyte.| i.e. although he firft blamed or reproved 


the wavering mind of Burbon. We have met with the fame word in 
the fame fenfe in vol. il. pp. 309, 422. 


See alfo: yo) tape anc. 
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And buckling him eftfoones unto the fight, 

Did fet upon thofe troupes with all his powre and might. 

58. 

Who flocking round about them, as a fwarme 
Of flyes upon a birchen bough doth clutter, 
Did them affault with terrible allarme ; 
And over all the fields themfelves did mutter, 
With bils and glayves making a dreadfull lufter, 
That forft at firft thofe knights backe to retyre : 
As when the wrathfull Boreas doth blufter, 
Nought may abide the tempett of his yre ; 

Both man and beaft doe fly, and fuccour doe inquyre. 


But when as overblowen was that brunt, 
Thofe knights began afrefh them to affayle, 
And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt ; 
But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 
Gainft which no flight nor refcue mote avayle, 
Made cruell havocke of the bafer crew, 
And chaced them both over hill and dale. 
The rafkall manie foone they overthrew ; 

But the two knights themfelves their captains did fubdew. 

60. 

At laft they came whereas that Ladie bode, 

Whom now her keepers had forfaken quight 


To fave themfelves, and {cattered were abrode. 
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In rotall robes, and many jewells dight ; 
But that thofe villens through their ufage bad 
Them fouly rent, and fhamefully defaced had. 
61. 
But Burbon, ftreight difmounting from his fteed, 
Unto her ran with greedie great defyre, 


Her halfe difmayd they found in doubtfull plight, a 
As neither glad nor forie for their fight ; A 
Yet wondrous faire fhe was, and richly clad Bs 
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And catching her faft by her ragged weed 
Would have embraced her with hart entyre ; 
But fhe backftarting with difdainefull yre 
Bad him avaunt, ne would unto his lore 
Allured be for prayer nor for meed :° 
Whom when thofe knights fo froward and forlore’ 
Beheld, they her rebuked and upbrayded fore. 
625 
Sayd Artegall: ‘‘ What foule difgrace is this 
To fo faire Ladie, as ye feeme in fight, 
To blot your beautie, that unblemifht is, 
With fo foule blame as breach of faith once plight, 
Or change of love for any worlds delight! 
Is ought on earth fo pretious or deare 
As prayfe and honour? Or is ought fo bright 
And beautifull as glories beames appeare, 
Whofe goodly light then Phoebus lampe doth fhine more 
cleare? 
63. 
‘“‘ Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted bee 
Unto a ftrangers love, fo lightly placed, 
For guiftes of gold or any worldly glee, 
T’o leave the love that ye before embraced, 
And let your fame with falfhood be defaced ? 
Fie on the pelfe for which good name is fold, 
And honour with indignitie debafed ! 
Dearer is love then life, and fame then gold ; 
But dearer then them both your faith once plighted hold.” 


5 for prayer nor for meed.] So all the editions. Spenfer, no doubt, 
gave hire or hyres the rhyme requires it. CHurcH. ‘Todd juttifies 
“*meed” on the ground that it rhymes with “ fteed” and “ weed ;” 
but that is to make this ftanza differ from every other in the poem. 
With thefe notes we leave the text unaltered. C. 

' fo froward and forlore.| This is the emendation of the firft folio, 
to which every fubfequent edition has [rightly] conformed. The Ato. 
1596 reads forward. See a fimilar miftake, F. Q.ivi. x. 240 Topp. 
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64. 

Much was the Ladie in her gentle mind 

Abafht at his rebuke, that bit her neare, 

Ne ought to anfwere thereunto did find ; 

But hanging down her head with heavie cheare, 
Stood long amaz’d as fhe amated weare : 

Which Burbon feeing her againe affayd ; 

And clafping twixt his armes, her up did reare 
Upon his fteede, whiles fhe no whit gainefayd: 
So bore her quite away, nor well nor ill apayd." 

65. 

Nathleffe the yron man did ftill purfew 

That rafkall many with unpitied fpoyle ; 

Ne ceaffed not, till all their fcattred crew 

Into the fea he drove quite from that foyle, 

The which they troubled had with great turmoyle. 
But Artegall, feeing his cruell deed, 
Commaunded him from flaughter to recoyle, 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed ; 

For that the terme, approching faft, required fpeed. 


1 nor well nor ill apayd.| Nor well nor ill contented or fatisfed, as 
in vol. ii. p. 314. ‘*Amated,” above, is of courfe confounded: {ee 
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CANTO xi 


Artegall doth Sir Burbon aide, 
And blames for changing fhield :* 
He with the great Grantorto fights, 
And flaieth him in field. 


vie 
SACRED hunger of ambitious mindes, 
And impotent defire of men to raine ! 
Whom neither dread of God, that devils 
bindes, 


Nor lawes of men, that common weales 
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/ He € 
NAF 


containe, 
Nor bands of nature, that wilde beaftes reftraine, 
Can keepe from outrage and from doing wrong, 
Where they may hope a kingdome to obtaine : 
No faith fo firme, no truft can be fo ftrong, 
No love fo lafting then, that may enduren long.” 


* Artegall doth Sir Burbon aide, 
And blames for changing fhield.] Thefe lines fhould have been 
part of the Argument of the preceding Canto: to this they have no 
relation. CuHurcs. Sir Burbon had not changed his fhield, but thrown 
the fragments of it away: fee Sts. 46 and 54 of the preceding Canto. C. 
® That may enduren long.] This emendation, made by the firft 
folio, is followed by all the editions, except that of 1751, which reads, 
with Spenfer’s own, endure. Topp. The meafure ferves to fhow 
that the lait letter of “* enduren”’ had accidentally dropped out in the 
prefs, and fuch, doubtlefs, was the fa&. (C. 
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2. 

Witneffe may Burbon be; whom all the bands 

Which may a Knight affure had furely bound, 
Untill the love of Lordtfhip and of lands 
Made him become moft faithlefs and unfound : 
And witneffe be Gerioneo found, 
Who for like caufe faire Belge did oppreffe, 
And right and wrong moft cruelly confound: 
And fo be now Grantorto, who no leffe 

Then all the reft burft out to all outragioufneffe. 


oP 

Gainft whom Sir Artegall, long having fince 
Taken in hand th’ exploit, being theretoo 
Appointed by that mightie Faerie Prince, 
Great Gloriane, that Tyrant to fordoo, 
Through other great adventures hethertoo 
Had it forflackt: but now time drawing ny 
To him affynd her high beheaft to doo, 
To the fea fhore he gan his way apply, 

To weete if fhipping readie he mote there defcry. 


A. 

Tho when they came to the fea coaft they found 
A fhip all readie (as good fortune fell) 
To put to fea, with whom they did compound 
To paffe them over where them lift to tell. 
The winde and weather ferved them fo well, 
That in one day they with the coaft did fall ; 
Whereas they readie found, them to repell, 
Great hoftes of men in order martiall, 


Which them forbad to land, and footing did forftall. 


But nathemore would they from land refraine: 
But when as nigh unto the fhore they drew 
That foot of man might found the bottome plaine, 
Talus into the fea did forth iffew 


ics SF a 
a 


Salat ey hh eye 
we. We 


5 Pat ec 
s : =! bSteharnee Debating BPC RAE Ss iat boa Mi Sites oesaah 
AG Pr tote geyser es rontes eed io vf SOMES aie nee eset boa EGE peat Ot a LS ‘ae 3 
poy oes tai ic at it Cost ak end MAS Magli lag ccest . 
ee q ; hss 4 hs 


PE ee na seat tee raw aT Tepe PNT eae dee wet Te eR METS gt aber cn is nla Ups aia 
epee Noise 


Sines np 
Ree aT Mair, 
So Se Nh Nh al 


sree a! 


She 3 
past 


¥ tabs, hg et tl 
ee eae 
PRA ae 


ae YARED 


St nets ae 


Sauna ete 


Ge AUS 


pence aiRtas SE 
CoS pea a MRA y 
sbenhd. pe PEP LY aig A 


ry 


2 <° RL Ce chy 
Stk Eee aes eee 


_ 
ee ae ae F Sie 


_ 


. 


sieereet : 


ah 


if 
a 


muemneerinnsrtt 


Eau ehea ne mehereen 


ian 
reamese 


Teriscepbe ptybenyiege sop cgegtctenda tte 
ego Ponsa sat as 


Seatell 
SU pa sens Sas 


Be 


a ek 


meer 


~ 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. ae. 


Though darts from fhore and ftones they at him threw; 
And wading through the waves with ftedfaft fway, 
Maugre the might of all thofe troupes in vew, 

Did win the fhore ; whence he them chaft away, 
And made to fly like doves whom th’ Eagle doth affray.° 
6. 

The whyles Sir Artegall with that old knight 
Did forth defcend, there being none them neare, 
And forward marched to a towne in fight. 
By this came tydings to the Tyrants eare, 
By thofe which earft did fly away for feare, 
Of their arrival: wherewith troubled fore 
He all his forces ftraight to him did reare, 
And forth iffuing with his {couts afore, 

Meant them to have encountred ere they left the fhore : 

SE: 

But ere he marched farre he with them met, 
And fiercely charged them with all his force ; 
But Talus fternely did upon them fet, 
And brufht and battred them? without remorfe, 
That on the ground he left full many a corfe ; 
Ne any able was him to withftand, 
But he them overthrew both man and horfe, 
That they lay fcattred over all the land, 

As thicke as doth the feede after the fowers hand. 


© whom th’ Eagle doth affray.| Shakefpeare has the fame fimile in 
** Coriolanus,” A. v. Sc. 5 :—*‘ like an eagle in a dove-cote.” C. 

4 And brufbt and battred them.| i.e.‘ bruifed and battered them :” 
the word ‘* brufh” was of old pronounced broa/h, and we not unfre- 
quently find it printed for druife, with which the ear confounded it. 
There are two places in Shakefpeare where, it fhould feem, this confufion 
was made by the old printer; viz. in “ 2 Henry VI.” (edit. Collier, 
1858, iv. 107) and in * Troilus and Creffida” (Ibid. iv. 582), where 
“« bruife” is mifprinted dru/h, and “ bruifes” bru/bes. The fame thing 
has occurred here in Spenfer; for we are unqueftionably to underftand 
“ brufht and battred” as Jruis’d and battered. C. 
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8. 

Till Artegall him feeing fo to rage 

Willd him to ftay, and figne of truce did make: 
To which all harkning did a while aflwage 
Their forces furie, and their terror flake : 

Till he an Herauld cald, and to him {pake, 
Willing him wend unto the Tyrant ftreight, 
And tell him that not for fuch flaughters fake 
He thether came, but for to trie the right 

Of fayre Irenaes caufe with him in fingle fight : 


9. 
And willed him for to reclayme with {peed 

Fiis feattred people, ere they all were flaine, 
And time and place convenient to areed, 

In which they two the combat might darraine. 
Which meflage when Grantorto heard, full fayne 
And glad he was the flaughter fo to ftay ; 

And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gave him longer day : 

So founded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 
To: 

That night Sir Artegall did caufe his tent 

There to be pitched on the open plaine ; 

For he had given ftreight commaundement 

That none fhould dare him once to entertaine ; 


Which none durft breake, though many would right 


faine 
For faire Irena, whom they loved deare: 
But yet old Sergis did fo well him paine, 
That from clofe friends, that dar’d not to appeare, 


He all things did purvay which for them needfull weare. 


The 
The morrow next, that was the difmal] day 
Appointed for Irenas death before, 

So foone as it did to the world difplay 
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His chearefull face, and light to men reftore, 
The heavy Mayd, to whom none tydings bore 
Of Artegals arryvall her to free, 
Lookt up with eyes full fad and hart full fore, 
Weening her lifes laft howre then neare to bee, 
Sith no redemption nigh fhe did nor heare nor fee. 
12. 
Then up fhe rofe, and on her felfe did dight 
Mott fqualid garments, fit for fuch a day; 
And with dull countenance and with doleful fpright 
She forth was brought in forrowfull difmay 
For to receive the doome of her decay: 
But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Artegall, in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare, 
And new life to her lent in midft of deadly feare. 
13: 
Like as a tender Rofe in open plaine, 
That with untimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, foone as few drops of raine 
Thereon diftill and deaw her daintie face, 
Gins to look up, and with frefh wonted grace 
Difpreds the glorie of her leaves gay ; 
Such was Irenas countenance, fuch her cafe, 
When Artegall fhe faw in that array, 
There wayting for the Tyrant till it was farre day. 
14. 
Who came at length with proud pref{umpteous gate 
Into the field, as if he feareleffe were, 
All armed in a cote of yron plate 
Of great defence to ward the deadly feare ; 
And on his head a fteele cap he did weare 
Of colour ruftie browne, but fure and ftrong ; 


And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare, 


Gin THE FAERIE QUEENE. 29 


Whofe fteale was yron ftudded,* but not long, 
With which he wont to fight to juftifie his wrong : 
15. 
Of ftature huge and hideous he was, 
Like to a Giant for his monftrous hight, 
And did in ftrength moft forts of men furpas, 
Ne ever any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he had great fkill in fingle fight: 
His face was ugly and his countenance fterne, 
That could have frayd one with the very fight, 
And gaped like a gulfe when he did gerne ;‘ 
That whether man or monfter one could fcarfe difcerne. 
16. 
Soone as he did within the liftes appeare, 
With dreadfull looke he Artegall beheld, 
As if he would have daunted him with feare ; 
And, grinning griefly, did againft him weld 
His deadly weapon which in hand he held: 
But th’ Elfin fwayne, that oft had feene like fight, * 
Was with his ghaftly count’nance nothing queld ; 
But gan him ftreight to buckle to the fight, 
And caft his fhield about to be in readie plight. 
I. 
The trompets found, and they together goe 
With dreadfull terror and with fell intent ; 


© Whofe fteale was yron fiudded.| Whole handle was ftudded with 
iron: it is fpelt ** fteale” by Palgrave, but fometimes /7e/e and /fale. 
Richardfon refers to Chaucer, and properly derives it from A. S. /ele. 
In edits. after the 4to. 1596 it is {pelt /ffee/e in Spenfer. C. 

f when he did gerne.| It has been doubted whether “ gerne”’ is here 
to be taken as girw, the metathefis of griz, or as yawn, from the A. S. 
geonan. Church was for the former, and Upton and Todd for the 
latter. Either way the fenfe is very intelligible, but we incline to gira, 
fpelt “* gerne” for the fake of the rhyme. Grantorto was not likely to 
yawn at {uch a time; yet jut afterwards we have “grinning.” C. 

& that oft bad feene like fight.\ ‘* Sight” is fight in the 4to. 1596 
only, from the ufual miftake of the f for long fC. 
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And their huge ftrokes full daungeroufly beftow, 
To doe moft dammage where as moft they ment: 
But with fuch force" and furie violent 
The Tyrant thundred his thicke blowes fo faft, 
That through the yron walles their way they rent, 
And even to the vitall parts they paft, 
Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft or braft. 
18. 
Which cruell outrage when as Artegall 
Did well avize, thenceforth with warie heed 
He fhund his ftrokes, where ever they did fall, 
And way did give unto their graceleffe fpeed : 
As when a {fkilfull Marriner doth reed 
A ftorme approching that doth perill threat, 
He will not bide the daunger of fuch dread, 
But ftrikes his fayles, and vereth his mainfheat, 
And lends unto it leave the emptie ayre to beat. 
Ig. 
So did the Faerie knight himfelfe abeare, 
And ftouped oft his head from fhame to fhield : 
No fhame to ftoupe, ones head more high to reare ; 
And, much to gaine, a litle for to yield: 
So ftouteft knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But ftill the tyrant fternely at him layd, 
And did his yron axe fo nimbly wield, 
That many wounds into his flefh it made, 
And with his burdenous blowes him fore did overlade. 
20. 
Yet when as fit advantage he did {py, 


But with fuch force.| So Spenfer’s own edition reads: the folios, 
“* But with /ure force.” Cuurcn. Drayton amended /wre to * fuch” 
in his copy of the folio1611. C. 

| his head from fhame to Joield.] Such is the text in all copies, and we 
repeat it; but Drayton amended “ fhame” to harme, which feems pre- 
ferable on fome accounts; and perhaps the compofitor caught ‘* fhame”’ 
from the next line, where it is, of courfe, moft proper. C. 


Ce a TITS, JESSIE MONO IEIOINIE: 
The whiles the curfed felon high did reare 


His cruell hand to {mite him mortally, 
Under his ftroke he to him ftepping neare 
Right in the flanke him ftrooke with deadly dreare, 
That the gore bloud thence gufhing erievoutly 
Did underneath him like a pond appeare, 
And all his armour did with purple dye: 
Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 
21. 
Yet the huge ftroke, which he before intended, 
Kept on his courfe as he did it direct, 
And with fuch monftrous poife adowne defcended, 
That feemed nought could him from death proteét ; 
But he it well did ward with wife refpe, 
And twixt him and the blow his fhield did caf, 
Which thereon feizing tooke no great effect, 
But byting deepe therein did fticke fo faft 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth could wraft. 
22. 
Long while he tug’d and ftrove to get it out, 
And all his powre applyed thereunto, 
That he therewith the knight drew all about : 
Nathleffe, for all that ever he could doe, 
His axe he could not from his fhield undoe ; 
Which Artegall perceiving ftrooke no more, 
But loofing foone his fhield did it forgoe ; 
And whiles he combred was therewith fo fore, 
He gan at him let drive more fiercely then afore. 
pigs 
So well he him purfew’d, that at the laft 
He ftroke him with Chryfaor* on the hed, 


k He ftroke him with Chryfaor.) Chryfaor, the {word of Arthegall, 
was broken by Radigund. See Canto v. St. 21 [vol. iil. p. 380]. 
Thefe flips of the memory are very excufable in a poem of fuch un- 
common length and beauty. CnHurcu. 
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That with the foufe thereof full fore aghaft 

He ftaggered to and fro in doubtfull fted. 
Againe, whiles he him faw fo ill befted, 

He did him {mite with all his might and maine, 
That, falling, on his mother earth he fed: 
Whom when he faw proftrated on the plaine, 


He lightly reft his head to eafe him of his paine. 


24 


Which when the people round about him faw, 


They fhouted all for joy of his fucceffe, 

Glad to be quit from that proud Tyrants awe, 
Which with ftrong powre did them long time oppreffe ; 
And running all with greedie joyfulneffe 

To faire Irena, at her feet did fall, 

And her adored with due humbleneffe 


As their true Liege and Princeffe naturall ; 


And eke her champions glorie founded over all. 


=) 


Who ftreight her leading with meete majettie 


Unto the pallace where their kings did rayne, 

Did her therein eftablifh peaceablie, 

And to her kingdomes feat reftore agayne: 

And all fuch perfons, as did late maintayne 

That Tyrants part with clofe or open ayde, 

He forely punifhed with heavie payne ; 

That in fhort fpace, whiles there with her he ftayd 


> 


Not one was left that durft her once have difobayd. 


26. 


During which time that he did there remayne, 


His ftudie was true Juftice how to deale, 
And day and night employ’d his bufie paine 
How to reforme that ragged common-weale : 
And that fame yron man, which could reveale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realme he fent 
To fearch out thofe that ufd to rob and fteale, 
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Or did rebell gainft lawfull government ; 
On whom he did infli@ moft grievous punifhment. 
og 
But ere he coulde reforme it thoroughly, 
He through occafion called was away 
To Faerie Court, that of neceffity 
His courfe of Juftice he was forft to ftay, 
And Talus to revoke from the right way 
In which he was that Realme for to redreffe : 
But envies cloud ftill dimmeth vertues ray. 
So, having freed Irena from diftreffe, 
He tooke his leave of her, there left in heavineffe. 
or 
Tho as he backe returned from that land, 
And there arriv’d againe whence forth he fet, 
He had not paffed farre upon the ftrand, 
When as two old ill favour’d Hags he met, 
By the way fide being together fet ; 
Two griefly creatures: and to that their faces 
Mott foule and filthie were, their garments yet, 
Being all rag’d and tatter’d, their difgraces | 
Did much the more augment, and made moft ugly cafes. 
20 
The one of them, that elder did appeare, 
With her dull eyes did feeme to looke afkew, 
That her mif-fhape much helpt; and her foule heare 
Hung loofe and loathfomely : Thereto her hew 
Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew, 
And all her bones might through her cheekes be red: 
Her lips were, like raw lether, pale and blew: 


! that all her teeth arew.| i.e. all her teeth on or in a row. In 
vol. il. p. 450 we have feen “in a rew” ufed for “inarow.” It may 
feem ftrange that the hag’s teeth fhould prefent any appearance of regu- 
larity, but the poet means all the teeth fhe had. C. 
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And as fhe fpake therewith fhe flavered ; 


Yet fpake fhe feldom, but thought more the lefs fhe fed. 


20. 


Her hands were foule and durtie, never wafht 


In all her life, with long nayles over raught, 

Like puttocks clawes ; with th’ one of which fhe fcracht 
Her curfed head, although it itched naught: 

The other held a fnake with venime fraught, 

On which fhe fed and gnawed hungrily,™ 

As if that long fhe had not eaten ought ; 

That round about her jawes one might defcry 


The bloudie gore and poyfon dropping lothfomely. 


ae 


Her name was Envie, knowen well thereby, 


Whofe nature is to grieve and grudge at all 

That ever fhe fees doen prays-worthily ; 

Whofe fight to her is greateft croffe may fall, 
And vexeth fo that makes her eat her gall ; 

For when fhe wanteth other thing to eat, 

She feedes on her owne maw unnaturall, 

And of her owne foule entrayles makes her meat ; 


Meat fit for fuch a monfters monfterous dyeat. 


2. 


And if fhe hapt of any good to heare, 


That had to any happily betid, 

Then would fhe inly fret, and grieve, and teare 
Her flefh for felneffe, which fhe inward hid: 
But if fhe heard of ill that any did, 

Or harme that any had, then would fhe make 
Great cheare, like one unto a banquet bid, 

And in anothers loffe great pleafure take, 


As fhe had got thereby and gayned a great ftake. 


| 
| 


™ and gnawed bungrily.) So Spenfer’s own edition reads: the folios, 


hungerly. Cuurcu. Shakefpeare ufes hungerly. C. 
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33: 
The other nothing better was then thee, 


Agreeing in bad will and cancred kynd; 
But in bad maner they did difagree, 
For what fo Envie good or bad did fynd 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mynd; 
But this, what ever evill fhe conceived, 
Did {pred abroad and throw in th’ open wynd: 
Yet this in all her words might be perceived, 
That all the fought was mens good name to have bereaved. 
34- 
For what foever good by any fayd 
Or doen fhe heard, fhe would {treightwayes invent 
How to deprave or flaunderoufly upbrayd, 
Or to mifconftrue of a mans intent, 
And turne to ill the thing that well was ment: 
Therefore fhe ufed often to refort 
To common haunts, and companies frequent, 
To hearke what any one did good report, 
To blot the fame with blame, or wreft in wicked fort. 
35: 
And if that any ill the heard of any, 
She would it eeke, and make much worfe by telling, 
And take great joy to publith it to many, 
That every matter worfe was for her melling : 
Her name was hight Detraction, and her dwelling 
Was neare to Envie, even her neighbour next ; 
A wicked hag, and Envy felfe excelling 
In mifchiefe; for her felfe fhe onely vext, 
But this fame both her felfe and others eke perplext. 
ela. 
Her face was ugly, and her mouth diftort, 


" worfe was for her melling.] < Melling”? is meddling, as we have 
already feen in vol. i. p. 186. ‘ Mell” is, perhaps, not to be confidered 
as meddle mifpronounced, but as derived from the Fr. mé/er. C. 
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Foming with poyfon round about her gils, 

In which her curfed tongue, full fharpe and fhort, 
Appear’d like afpis fting that clofely kils, 

Or cruelly does wound whom fo fhe wils : 

A diftaffe in her other hand fhe had, 

Upon the which fhe litle fpinnes, but {pils ;° 

And faynes to weave falfe tales and leafings bad, 


To throw amongft the good which others had difprad. 


Jit 


Thefe two now had themfelves combynd in one, 


And linckt together gainft Sir Artegall ; 

For whom they wayted as his mortall fone, 
How they might make him into mifchiefe fall, 
For freeing from their fnares Irena thrall: 
Befides, unto themfelves they gotten had 

A monfter, which the Blatant beaft men call, 
A dreadfull feend of gods and men ydrad, 


Whom they by flights allur’d, and to their purpofe lad. 


Roe 


Such were thefe Hags, and fo unhandfome dreft : 


Who when they nigh approching had efpyde 

Sir Artegall, return’d from his late queft, 

They both arofe, and at him loudly cryde, 

As it had bene two fhepheards curres had {eryde” 
A ravenous Wolfe amongtt the f{cattered flockes : 
And Envie firft, as fhe that firft him eyde, 


Towardes him runs, and with rude flaring lockes 


About her eares, does beat her breft and forhead knockes. 


° fhe litle fpinnes, but fpils.| ‘* Spill” and /poil are the fame word, 


from A. S. /pillan. In the next line ** faynes” means de/ights: the is 
rejoiced ** to weave falfe tales.” C. 


P fhepheards curres had fcryde.| Wad defcried: we know of no 


other author who ufes this abbreviation of the word. “ Scry,” it is 
true, occurs in the “* Gorgeous Gallery of gallant Inventions,” 1578, 
Sign. ij, but there it means defcribe :— 


«« T neede no {cribe to /cry my care in reftlefle rigor {pread : 
They that beholde my chaunged cheere already judge me dead.” C. 
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39- 

Then from her mouth the nner fhe does take, 
The which whyleare fhe was fo greedily 
Devouring, even that halfe-gnawen fnake, 
And at him throws it moft defpightfully : 

The curfed Serpent, though fhe hungrily 
Farft chawd thereon, yet was not all fo dead 
But that fome life remayned fecretly ; 
And as he paft afore withouten dread, 
Bit him behind, that long the marke was to be read.‘ 
40. 

Then th’ other comming neare gan him revile, 
And fouly rayle with all fhe could invent ; 
Saying that he had, with unmanly guile 
And foule abufion, both his honour blent, 
And that bright fword, the fword of Juftice lent, 
Had ftayned with reprochfull crueltie 
In guiltleffe blood of many an innocent: 

As for Grandtorto, him with treacherie 
And traynes having furpriz’d, he fouly did to die. 
Al. 
Thereto the Blatant beaft, by them fet on, 
At him began aloud to barke and bay 


1 Bit him behind, that long the marke was to be read.| This perfonage 
is introduced chewing of a toad, F. Q. i. iv. 30 [vol.i. p. 237]. Here 
a moft beautiful ufe is made of her chewing the ferpent. It may be 
objected that Spenfer drew the thought of Envy throwing her fnake at 
Artegall from Aleéto’s attack upon Amata, Virg. Ain. vii. 346; but 
Spenfer’s application of this thought is furely a ftronger effort of inven- 
tion than the thought itfelf. ‘The rancour, both of Envy and of her 
{nake, could not have been expreffed by more fignificant ftrokes, Al- 
though the fnake was her conftant food, yet fhe was tempted to part 
with her only fuftenance, while fhe could render it an inftrument of 
injuring another; and although the fnake, by being thus conftantly fed 
upon, was nearly dead, fome life, as he finely fays, remaining fecretly, 
yet its natural malignity enabled it to bite with violence. T. Warton. 
Such, indeed, was its malignity, that the mark of the bite of Envy’s 
ferpent was long indelible. C. 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


With bitter rage and fell contention, 

That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way 
Began to quake and tremble with difmay ; 

And all the aire rebellowed againe, 

So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray : 

And evermore thofe hags them felves did paine 

To fharpen him, and their owne curfed tongs did ftraine. 
42. 

And ftill among moft bitter wordes they fpake, 

Mott fhamefull, moft unrighteous, moft untrew, 
That they the mildeft man alive would make 

Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew 

To her, that fo falfe fclaunders at him threw: 

And more, to make them pierce and wound more deepe, 
She with the fting which in her vile tongue grew 
Did fharpen them, and in frefh poyfon fteepe. 

Yet he paft on, and feem’d of them to take no keepe. 
43- 

But Talus, hearing her fo lewdly raile, 

And f{peake fo ill of him that well deferved, 

Would her have chaftiz’d with his yron flaile, 

If her Sir Artegall had not preferved, 

And him forbidden, who his heaft obferved : 

So much the more at him ftill did the {cold, 

And ftones did caft; yet he for nought would {werve 
From his right courfe, but ftill the way did hold 

To Faerie Court ; where what him fell thall elfe be told. 
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ii 
pO ZG) FE waies, through which my weary fteps 
GC 4 ) Lo I guyde 
Al) ey In this delightfull land of Faery, 
re 24 > Are fo exceeding fpacious and wyde, 
ss a And fprinckled with fuch {weet variety 
Of all that pleafant is to eare or eye, 
That I, nigh ravifht with rare thoughts delight, 
My tedious travell doe forget thereby ; 
And, when I gin to feele decay of might, 
It ftrength to me fupplies, and chears my dulled {pright. 
2. 
Such fecret comfort and fuch heavenly pleafures, 
Ye facred imps, that on Parnafflo dwell, 
And there the keeping have of learnings threafures 
Which doe all worldly riches farre excell, 
Into the mindes of mortall men doe well,’ 


@ Into the mindes of mortall men doe well.| 1.e. do pour or make flow: 
as in “1 Henry IV,” A. ii. Sc. 1, where ‘ {welling heavens” has always 
hitherto been the corruption, inftead of ‘ welling heavens,” an emen- 
dation which nobody has been able to difpute: fee Collier’s Shake- 
{fpeare, 1858, vol. ill. p. 375. C. 
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And not in outward fhows, but inward thoughts defynd. 


And goodly fury into them infufe, 
Guyde ye my footing, and conduct me well 
In thefe ftrange waies where never foote did ufe, 


Ne none can find but who was taught them by the Mufe. 


3° 


Revele to me the facred nourfery 


Of vertue, which with you doth there remaine, 
Where it in filver bowre does hidden ly 

From view of men, and wicked worlds difdaine ; 
Since it at firft was by the Gods with paine 
Planted in earth, being derived at furft 

From heavenly feedes of bounty foveraine, 

And by them long with carefull labour nurft, 


Till it to ripenefle grew, and forth to honour burft. 


at 


Amongft them all growes not a fayrer flowre 


Then is the bloofme of comely courtefie ; 

Which though it on a lowly ftalke doe bowre, 
Yet brancheth forth in brave nobilitie, 

And fpreds it felfe through all civilitie : 

Of which though prefent age doe plenteous feeme, 
Yet, being matcht with plaine Antiquitie, 

Ye will them all but fayned fhowes efteeme, 


Which carry colours faire that feeble eies mifdeeme. 


§. 


But, in the triall of true curtefie, 


Its now fo farre from that which then it was, 
That it indeed is nought but forgerie, 
Fafhion’d to pleafe the eies of them that pas, 
Which fee not perfeét things but in a glas: 
Yet is that glaffe fo gay, that it can blynd 
The wifeft fight to thinke gold that is bras ; 
But vertues feat is deepe within the mynd, 
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6. 
But where fhall I in all Antiquity 
So faire a patterne finde, where may be feene 
The goodly praife of Princely curtefie, 
As in your felfe, O foveraine Lady Queene? 
In whofe pure minde, as in a mirrour fheene, 
It fhowes, and with her brightneffe doth inflame 
The eyes of all which thereon fixed beene, 
But meriteth indeede an higher name: 
Yet fo from low to high uplifted is your fame.° 
, 
Then pardon me, moft dreaded Soveraine, 
That from your felfe I doe this vertue bring, 
And to your felfe doe it returne againe. 
So from the Ocean all rivers {pring, 
And tribute backe repay as to their King: 
Right fo from you all goodly vertues well ¢ 
Into the reft which round about you ring, 
Faire Lords and Ladies which about you dwell, 


And doe adorne your Court where courtefies excell. 


SE 


> uplifted is your fame.| Jortin fuggefted that ** name” in the pre- 
ceding line ought to be fume, in order that two lines, immediately fol- 
lowing each other, fhould not end with the fame word, and in the fame 
fenfe. It appears, on the authority of Drayton, in his folio 1611, that 
it is name” in the fecond line that ought to be amended to fame. 
We adopt his correction without hefitation. C. 

° all goodly vertues well.| Were again, as in the fecond ftanza of 
this introduétion, ‘* well” is to be underftood as to pour: all virtues 
flowed from the Queen to her courtiers. C. 
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CANT ORE 


Calidore faves from Maleffort 
A Damzell ufed vylde : 
Doth vanquifh Crudor ; and doth make 


Briana wexe more mylde. 


1. 


2 F Court, it feemes, men Courtefie doe call, 


> 


For that it there moft ufeth to abound ; 
And well befeemeth that in Princes hall 
That vertue fhould be plentifully found, 
Which of all goodly manners 1s the 


ground, 

And roote of civill converfation : 

Right fo in Faery court it did redound, 

Where curteous Knights and Ladies moft did won 
Of all on earth, and made a matchleffe paragon. 

2. 

But mongft them all was none more courteous Knight 

Then Calidore, beloved over all, 

In whom, it feemes, that gentlenefle of {pright 

And manners mylde were planted naturall ; 

To which he adding comely guize withall 

And gracious fpeach, did fteale mens hearts away.” 


* did fieale mens hearts away.| See 2 Sam. xv. 6: ‘So Abfalom 
frole the hearts of the men of Ifrael.”” See likewife Spenfer’s elegy 
called «* Aftrophel,” by whom he means Sir P. Sidney :-— 

‘« That all mens Aarts with fecret ravifhment 
“« He frole away.” Upron. 


S. 70. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


Nathleffe thereto he was full ftout and tall, 
And well approv’d in batteilous affray, 
That him did much renowme, and far his fame difplay. 


a 
Ne was there Knight ne was there Lady found 
In Faery court, but him did deare embrace 
For his faire ufage and conditions found,> 
The which in all mens liking gayned place, 
And with the greateft purchaft createft grace: 
Which he could wifely ufe, and well apply, 
To pleafe the beft, and th’ evill to embafe ; 
For he loathd leafing and bafe flattery, 
And loved fimple truth and ftedfatt honetty. 
4s 
And now he was in travell on his way, 
Uppon an hard adventure fore beftad, 
Whenas by chaunce he met uppon a day 
With Artegall, returning yet halfe fad 
From his late conqueft which he gotten had : 
Who whenas each of other had a fight, 
They knew them felves, and both their perfons rad ; 
When Calidore thus firft: «< Haile, nobleft Knight 
Of all this day on ground that breathen living fpright! 


ie 
“ Now tell, if pleafe you, of the good fucceffe 
Which ye have had in your late enterprize.” 
To whom Sir Artegall gan to exprefle 


Fis whole exploite and valorous emprize, 


> For his faire ufage and conditions Jound.| Such is the text of every 
ancient impreffion ; but in his folio 1611 Drayton converted « ufage” 
into vi/age: if it be a mifprint, it is the fame as that met with in 
** Troilus and Crefiida,” A. iv. Se. 2: 


3 and Spenfer’s meaning may have 
been to defcribe the handfome countenance of Calidore, in conneétion 


with his « found conditions” or excellent natural difpofition. How- 
ever, we are not difpofed to depart from the old intelligible word 
“ ufage,”” which may have reference to the manners and deportment of 


the hero of this part of the F. Oly Me. 


43 
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44 THE PAERIE QOUEENT: 


In order as it did to him arize. 
<< Now, happy man,” (fayd then Sir Calidore) 
«© Which have, fo goodly as ye can devize, 
Atchiev’d fo hard a queft, as few before ; 
That fhall you moft renowmed make for evermore. 
6: 
«¢ But where ye ended have, now I begin 
To tread an endleffe trace, withouten guyde 
Or good direction how to enter in, 
Or how to iffue forth in waies untryde, 
In perils ftrange, in labours long and wide ; 
In which although good Fortune me befall, 
Yet fhall it not by none be teftifyde.” 
<¢ What is that queft,” (quoth then Sir Artegall) 
“‘ That you into fuch perils prefently doth call :” 


aL 

« The Blattant Beaft” (quoth he) «<I doe purfew, 

And through the world inceffantly doe chafe, 

Till I him overtake, or elfe fubdew : 

Yet know I not or how, or in what place 

To find him out, yet ftill I forward trace.” 

‘¢ What is that Blattant Beaft ?” (then he replide.) 

<¢ Tt is a Monfter bred of hellifhe race,” 

(Then anfwered he) ‘‘ which often hath annoyd 
Good Knights and Ladies true, and many elfe deftroyd. 
8. 

“¢ Of Cerberus whilome he was begot 
And fell Chimera, in her darkefome den, 
Through fowle commixture of his filthy blot ; 
Where he was foftred long in Stygian fen, 
Till he to perfect ripeneffe grew; and then 
Into this wicked world he forth was fent 

To be the plague and fcourge of wretched men,° 


© of wretched men.| The fecond and third folios read, ‘* of wicked 
men.” ‘Topp. It muft have been a mere mifprint. C. 
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Whom with vile tongue and venemous intent 
He fore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly torment.” 


“< Then, fince the falvage rftaria I did leave,” 
Sayd Artegall, “I fuch a Beaft did fee, 
The which did feeme a thoufand tongues to have, 
That all in fpight and malice did ALTEE ; 
With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee, 
As if that he attonce would me devoure: 
But I, that knew my felfe from perill free, 
Did nought regard his malice nor his powre ; 
But he the more his wicked poyfon forth did poure.” 
LO; 
‘« That furely 1s that Beaft” (faide Calidore) 
«© Which I purfue, of whom I am right glad 
To heare thefe tidings, which of none afore 
Through all my weary travell I have had; 
Yet now fome hope your words unto me add.” 
‘* Now God you fpeed,” (quoth then Sir Artegall) 
‘“¢ And keepe your body from the daunger drad, 
For ye have much adoe to deale withall.” 
So both tooke goodly leave, and parted feverall. 
ae: 
Sir Calidore thence travelled not long, 
Whenas by chaunce a comely Squire he found, 
That thorough fome more mighty enemies wrong 
Both hand and foote unto a tree was bound; 
Who, feeing him from farre, with piteous found 
Of his fhrill cries him called to his aide: 
To whom approching, in that painefull ftound 
When he him faw, for no demaunds he ftaide, 
But firft him lofde, and afterwards thus to him {aide. 
12. 
“« Unhappy Squire! what hard mifhap thee brought 
Into this bay of perill and difgrace ? 
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What cruell hand thy wretched thraldome wrought, 
And thee captyved in this fhamefull place ?” 

To whom he anfwered thus: ‘“‘ My hapleffe cafe 

Is not occafiond through my mifdefert, 

But through misfortune, which did me abafe 

Unto this fhame, and my young hope fubvert, 

Ere that I in her guilefull traines was well expert. 

hee 

«¢ Not farre from hence, uppon yond rocky hill, 
Hard by a ftreight, there ftands a caftle ftrong, 
Which doth obferve a cuftome lewd and ill, 

And it hath long mayntaind with mighty wrong : 
For may no Knight nor Lady paffe along 

That way, (and yet they needs mutt paffe that way, 
By reafon of the ftreight, and rocks among) 

But they that Ladies lockes doe fhave away, 

And that knights berd, for toll which they for paflage 


») 


pay. 

i 
‘<A fhamefull ufe as ever I did heare,” 
Sayd Calidore, “and to be overthrowne. 
But by what meanes did they at firft it reare, 
And for what caufe? tell, if thou have it knowne.” 
Sayd then that Squire; ‘* The Lady, which doth owne 
This Caftle, is by name Briana hight, 
Then which a prouder Lady liveth none: 
She long time hath deare lov’d a doughty Knight, 
And fought to win his love by all the meanes fhe might. 
ries 
“« His name is Crudor; who, through high difdaine 
And proud defpight of his felfe pleafing mynd, 
Refufed hath to yeeld her love againe, 
Untill a Mantle the for him doe fynd 
With beards of Knights and locks of Ladies lynd: 
Which to provide the hath this Caftle dight, 
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And therein hath a Senefchall affynd, 
Cald Maleffort, a man of mickle might, 
Who executes her wicked will with worfe defpight. 
16. 
“« He, this fame day, as I that way did come 
With a faire Damzell, my beloved deare, 
In execution of her lawleffe doome 
Did fet uppon us flying both for feare ; 
For little bootes againft him hand to reare. 
Me firft he tooke unhable to withftond, 
And whiles he her purfued every where, 
Till his returne unto this tree he bond; 
Ne wote I furely whether her he yet have fond.” 
Tee 
Thus whiles they fpake they heard a ruefull thrieke 
Of one loud crying, which they ftreight way gheft 
That it was fhe the which for helpe did feeke. 
Tho looking up unto the cry to left, 
They faw that Carle from farre, with hand unbleft 
Hayling that mayden by the yellow heare, 
That all her garments from her {nowy brett, 
And from her head her lockes he nigh did teare, 
Ne would he fpare for pitty, nor refraine for feare. 
ney 
Which haynous fight when Calidore beheld, 
Eftfoones he loofd that Squire, and fo him left 
With hearts difmay and inward dolour queld, 
For to purfue that villaine, which had reft 
That piteous f{poile by fo injurious theft ; 
Whom overtaking, loude to him he cryde: 
“« Leave, faytor, quickely that mifgotten weft® 


¢ unto the cry to left.) To lif or hearken to the cry; the {pelling 
altered for the rhyme. C. 

* that mifgotten weft.| “Weft” is waif, or what has been left 
a/iray o lee volpill.apps 43,4000 m Ci 
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To him that hath it better juftifyde, 
And turne thee foone to him of whom thou art defyde.” 
19. 
Who hearkning to that voice him felfe upreard, 
And feeing him fo fiercely towardes make, 
Againft him ftoutly ran, as nought afeard, 
But rather more enrag’d for thofe words fake ; 
And with fterne count’naunce thus unto him fpake: 
<¢ Art thou the caytive that defyeft me? 
And for this Mayd, whofe party thou doeft take, 
Wilt give thy beard, though it but little bee? 
Yet fhall it not her lockes for raunfome fro me free.” 
20. 
With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd 
On hideous ftrokes with moft importune might, 
That oft he made him ftagger as unftayd, 
And oft recuile‘ to fhunne his fharpe defpight : 
But Calidore, that was well fkild in fight, 
Him long forbore, and ftill his fpirite fpar’d, 
Lying in waite how him he damadge might ; 
But when he felt him fhrinke, and come to ward, 
He greater grew, and gan to drive at him more hard. 
one 
Like as a water {treame, whofe {welling fourfe 
Shall drive a Mill, within ftrong bancks is pent, 
And long reftrayned of his ready courfe, 
So foone as paflage is unto him lent, 
Breakes forth, and makes his way more violent ; 
Such was the fury of Sir Calidore: 
When once he felt his foeman to relent, 
He fiercely him purfu’d, and preffed fore ; 
Who as he ftill decayd fo he encreafed more. 


F And oft recuile.| i.e. recoil, or draw back. On p. 17 of this vol. 
Spenfer has {pelt “ recuile” recule: fee alfo the note. C. 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


22. 
The heavy burden of whofe dreadfull might 
Whenas the Carle no longer could fuftaine, 


His heart gan faint, and ftreight he tooke his flight 
Toward the Caftle, where, if need conftraine, 


His hope of refuge ufed to remaine: 


Whom Calidore perceiving faft to flie, 


He him purfu’d and chaced through the plaine, 


That he for dread of death gan loude to crie 


Unto the ward to open to him hattilie. 


ei 


They, from the wall him feeing fo aghaft, 


The gate foone opened to receive him in; 
But Calidore did follow him fo fath: 

That even in the Porch he him did win, 
And cleft his head afunder to his chin. 

The carkaffe tumbling downe within the dore 
Did choke the entraunce with a lumpe of fin, 


That it could not be fhut; whileft Calidore 


Did enter in, and flew the Porter on the flre. 


on 


With that the reft the which the Caftle kept 


About him flockt, and hard at him did lay ; 
But he them all from him full lightly fwept, 
As doth a Steare, in heat of fommers day, 
With his long taile the bryzes bruth away .® 
Thence paffing forth into the hall he came, 
Where of the Lady felfe in fad difmay 


He was ymett, who with uncomely fhame? 


& the bryzes bruh away.| The breeze” or “ brize” is the gadfly s 
from A. S. ériofa. It occurs twice in Shakefpeare as drize. 
" who with uncomely foame.] We do not alter the text here, be- 
caufe the meaning may be that fhe faluted him with unbecoming 
fhame ; but the expreffion is a little fingular, and Drayton, in the mar- 
gin of the folio 1611, once his property, leads us to fuppofe that the 
language of the poet has been mifreprefented. 
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Gan him falute, and fowle upbrayd with faulty blame. 
25. 

«¢ Falfe traytor Knight!” (faid fhe) “‘no Knight at all, 

But fcorne of armes, that haft with guilty hand 
Murdred my men, and flaine my Senefchall, 
Now comeft thou to rob my houfe unmand, 
And fpoile my felfe that can not thee withftand? 
Yet doubt thou not, but that fome better Knight 
Then thou, that fhall thy treafon underftand, 
Will it avenge, and pay thee with thy right ; 

And if none do, yet fhame fhal thee with fhamerequight.” 

26. 
Much was the Knight abafhed at that word ; 
Yet anfwer’d thus: ‘* Not unto me the fhame, 
But to the fhamefull doer it afford. 
Bloud is no blemifh, for it is no blame 
To punifh thofe that doe deferve the fame ; 
But they that breake bands of civilitie, 
And wicked cuftomes make, thofe doe defame 
Both noble armes and gentle curtefie. 
No greater fhame to man then inhumanitie. 
27. 

‘* Then doe your felfe, for dread of fhame, forgoe 

This evill manner which ye here maintaine, 

And doe in ftead thereof mild curt’fie fhowe 

To all that paffe. That fhall you glory gaine 

More then his love, which thus ye feeke t’ obtaine.” 

Wherewith all full of wrath fhe thus replyde: 

‘< Vile recreant! know that I doe much difdaine 

Thy courteous lore, that doeft my love deride, 
Who fcornes thy ydle fcoffe, and bids thee be defyde.” 


lent paflion, as is evident from what fhe fays, and Drayton alters ** fhame” 
to flame: her rage was certainly «* uncomely,” and the old printer may 
eafily have mifread /5 for fi. We, therefore, place fome confidence in 
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the emendation, but not fo much as to warrant us in excluding what 
may unqueftionably have been written by Spenier, 9a 
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28. 

“To take defiaunce at a Ladies word” 

(Quoth he) “I hold it no indignity ; 

But were he here, that would it with his fword 
Abett, perhaps he mote it deare aby.” 


“© Cowherd!” (quoth fhe) “were not that thou wouldt 


Ere he doe come,' he fhould be foone in Place: 
“If I doe fo,” (fayd he) “then liberty 


I leave to you for aye me to difgrace 


With all thofe thames, that erft ye {pake me to deface.” 


29. 

With that a Dwarfe the cald to her in hatt, 

And taking from her hand a ring of gould, 

A privy token which betweene them patt, 

Bad him to flie with all the {peed he could 

To Crudor; and defire him that he would 
Vouchfafe to refkue her againft a Knight, 

Who through {trong powre had now her felf in hould, 
Having late flaine her Senefchall in fight, 

And all her people murdred with outragious might: 


Bo; 

The Dwarfe his way did haft, and went all night ; 
But Calidore did with her there abyde 

The comming of that fo much threatned Knight ; 
Where that difcourteous Dame with {cornfull pryde 
And fowle entreaty him indignifyde, 

That yron heart it hardly could fuftaine : 

Yet he, that could his wrath full wilely guyde, 

Did well endure her womanith difdaine, 

And did him felfe from fraile impatience refraine. 


i Ere he doe come.| All fubfequent editions follow this emendation 


made in the firft folio. Spenfer’s own edition reads, “ Ere thou doe 
come,’ &c. Topp. 
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ule. 
The morrow next, before the lampe of light 
Above the earth upreard his flaming head, 
The Dwarfe, which bore that meffage to her knight, 
Brought aunfwere backe, that ere he tafted bread 
He would her fuccour, and alive or dead 
Her foe deliver up into her hand: 
Therefore he wild her doe away all dread ; 
And, that of him fhe mote affured ftand, 
He fent to her his bafenet* as a faithfull band. 


pk 
Thereof full blyth the Lady ftreight became, 
And gan t augment her bitternefle much more ; 
Yet no whit more appalled for the fame, 
Ne ought difmayed was Sir Calidore, 
But rather did more chearefull feeme therefore : 
And having foone his armes about him dight, 
Did iffue forth to meete his foe afore; 
Where long he ftayed not, when as a Knight 
He {pide come pricking on with all his powre and might. 


33: 

Well weend he ftreight that he fhould be the fame 
Which tooke in hand her quarrell to maintaine ; 
Ne ftayd to afke if it were he by name, 

But coucht his fpeare, and ran at him amaine. 
They bene ymett in middeft of the plaine 

With fo fell fury and difpiteous forfe, 

That neither could the others ftroke fuftaine, 

But rudely rowld to ground, both man and horfe, 

Neither of other taking pitty nor remorfe. 


He fent to her his bafenet.| Bafnyt, helmet or headpiece ; from 
the French baffinet. See Gloff. to G. Douglas’s Virgil. Cuurcu. 
The etymology feems to be the Fr. 4a/fz, a bowl, of which “ bafinet” 
is the diminutive: it means a {mall and light helmet. C. 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 
34. 


But Calidore uprofe againe full light, 
Whiles yet his foe lay faft in fenceleffe found a 
Yet would he not him hurt although he might, 
For fhame he weend a fleeping wight to wound. 
But when Briana faw that drery ftound, 
There where fhe ftood uppon the Caftle wall, 
She deem’d him fure to have bene dead on ground ; 
And made {uch piteous mourning therewithall, 
That from the battlements fhe ready feem’d to fall. 
35: 
Nathleffe at length him felfe he did upreare 
In luftleffe wife ; as if againft his will, 
Ere he had flept his fill, he wakened were, 
And gan to ftretch his limbs; which feeling ill 
Of his late fall, a while he refted fill: 
But, when he faw his foe before in vew, 
He fhooke off lufkifhneffe ;™ and courage chill 
Kindling afrefh, gan battell to renew, 
To prove if better foote then horfebacke would enfew. 
36. 
There then began a fearefull cruell fray 
Betwixt them two for mayftery of might ; 
For both were wondrous practicke in that play, 
And pafling well expert in fingle fight, 


| Jay faft in fenceleffe found.] i.e. in fenfelefs Jwoon: in vol. il. p. 
426 we fee /woon {pelt fownd.” This word, of old, was fubjected to 
various arbitrary modes of fpelling. C. 

™ Ee fhooke off lufkifbneffe.] Sluggifbnefs, inaftivity. So in War- 
ner’s “* Albions England,” edit. 1596, p. 147, where Venus pretends to 
Vulcan, concerning Mars, 

<* He is my foe; frend thou not him, nor forge him armes, but let 

“« Him /wfee at home vnhonored, &c.” 
That is, let him continue at home inaétive, like a fluggard, ?without 
honour. Topp. 'T. Wilfon, in his “* Rhetorique,” 1553, fo. 66 b, 
ufes /u/e as a fubftantive: ‘* What /ufkes they are, how unthriftely they 
live, how they doe nothing from daie to daie but eate, drinke, and 
fleepe!” C. 
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And both inflam’d with furious defpight ; 

Which as it ftill encreaft, fo ftill increaft 

Their cruell ftrokes and terrible affright ; 

Ne once for ruth their rigour they releatt, 

Ne once to breath a while their angers tempeft ceatt. 
37° 

Thus long they trac’d and traverft to and fro, 

And tryde all waies how each mote entrance make 
Into the life of his malignant foe: 

They hew’d their helmes, and plates afunder brake, 
As they had potfhares bene ;" for nought mote flake 
Their greedy vengeaunces but goary blood, 

That at the laft like to a purple lake 

Of bloudy gore congeal’d about them ftood, 

Which from their riven fides forth gufhed like a flood. 
208 

At length it chaunft that both their hands on hie 

At once did heave with all their powre and might, 
Thinking the utmoft of their force to trie, 

And prove the finall fortune of the fight ; 

But Calidore, that was more quicke of fight 

And nimbler handed then his enemie, 

Prevented him before his ftroke could light, 

And on the helmet {mote him formerlie,° 

That made him ftoupe to ground with meeke humilitie : 


» As they had potfbares bene.| So Spenfer’s own edition and the firft 
folio read. This is the old {pelling of pot/bard. The fecond and third 
folios have adopted pot/bards ; and Mr. Warton, in his Obfervations on 
Spenter, illuftrating the word /hare in the fenfe of divide, fays, ‘ Hence 
SHARD, 4liquid divifum, exfeftum, as in poTsHaRD, Pfal. ii. g, and 


BO savas 37.7? Perhaps, however, the poet is juftified in ufing for- 


feare ; for, even at this day, we ule plough/bare. Topp. Shakefpeare 


(‘Romeo and Juliet,” A. v. Sc. i.) ufes « fhards” for pieces of broken 


pottery, tiles, &cu. -C, 


° Jmote him formerlie.] ‘ Formerlie” is frff: that is, Calidore jirft 
{mote him. See F. Q. ii. xii. 1 [vol. ii. p. 304], and below, C, iii. 


St. 38. CHurRcH. 
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39: 
And, ere he could recover foote againe, 
He, following that faire advantage fatt, 
His ftroke redoubled with fuch might and maine, 
That him upon the ground he groveling catt ; 
And leaping to him light would have unlaft 
His Helme, to make unto his vengeance way : 
Who, feeing in what daunger he was platt, 
Cryde out; “Ah mercie, Sir! doe me not flay, 
But fave my life, which lot before your foot doth lay.” 
40. 
With that his mortall hand a while he {tayd ; 
And, having fomewhat calm’d his wrathfull heat 
With goodly patience, thus he to him fayd: 
“‘ And is the boaft of that proud Ladies threat, 
That menaced me from the field to beat, 
Now brought to this? By this now may ye learne 
Strangers no more fo rudely to entreat, 
But put away proud looke and ufage fterne, 
The which fhal nought to you but foule difhonor yearne.? 
Al. 
“For nothing is more blamefull to a knight, 
That court’fie doth as well as armes profeffle, 
However ftrong and fortunate in fight, 
Then the reproch of pride and cruelneffe. 
In vaine he feeketh others to fuppreffe, 
Who hath not learnd him felfe firft to fubdew : 
All fleth is frayle and full of fickleneffe, 
Subject to fortunes chance, ftill chaunging new: 
What haps to day to me to morrow may to you. 


P but foule difbonor yearne.] For earn, gain, procure. So he ufes 
the word, F. Q. vi. vii.15. CHurcH. They are poflibly the fame 
word in a varied form: to “yearn” is to Jong for, and to “ earn”? is to 
gain what is longed for. See vol. iii. p. 252, where the folios read 
“‘ yearne,” and the 4to. earne. C. 
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42. 
“Who will not mercie unto others thew, 
How can he mercy ever hope to have ?4 
To pay each with his owne is right and dew; 
Yet fince ye mercie now doe need to crave, 
I will it graunt, your hopeleffe life to fave, 
With thefe conditions which I will propound : 
Firft, that ye better fhall your felfe behave 
Unto all errant knights, wherefo on ground ; 
Next, that ye Ladies ayde in every ftead and ftound.” 
43. 

The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death, his heafts did gladly heare, 
And promift to performe his precept well, 
And whatfoever elfe he would requere. 
So, fuffring him to rife, he made him fweare 
By his owne f{word, and by the croffe thereon, 
To take Briana for his loving fere 
Withouten dowre or compofition ; 

But to releafe his former foule condition. 


44. 
All which accepting, and with faithfull oth 
Bynding himfelfe moft firmely to obay, 
He up arofe, however liefe or loth, 
And {wore to him true fealtie for aye. 
Then forth he cald from forrowfull difmay 
The fad Briana which all this beheld ; 
Who comming forth yet full of late affray 
Sir Calidore upcheard, and to her teld 
All this accord to which he Crudor had compeld. 


ne 


1 Who will not mercie unto others Jfoew, 
How can he mercie ever hope to have ?| See James ii. 13: ‘¢ For 
he fhall have judgment without mercy that hath fhewed no mercy ; and 
mercy rejoiceth againft judgment.” ‘Topp. 
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45. 
Whereof fhe now more glad then fory earft, 
All overcome with infinite affe@ 
For his exceeding courtefie, that pearft 
Her ftubborne hart with inward deepe effect, 
Before his feet her felfe the did project ; 
And him adoring as her lives deare Lord, 
With all due thankes and dutifull re{pect, 
Her felfe acknowledg’d bound for that accord, 
By which he had to her both life and love reftord. 
46. 
So all returning to the Caftle glad, 
Mott joyfully the them did entertaine ; 
Where goodly glee and feaft to them fhe made, 
To fhow her thankefull mind and meaning faine, 
By all the meanes fhe mote it beft explaine : 
And, after all, unto Sir Calidore 
She freely gave that Caftle for his paine, 


And her felfe bound to him for evermore ; 


So wondroufly now chaung’d from that fhe was afore. 


47. 
But Calidore himfelfe would not retaine 
Nor land nor fee for hyre of his good deede, 
But gave them ftreight unto that Squire againe, 
Whom from her Senefchall he lately freed, 
And to his damzell, as their rightfull meed 
For recompence of all their former wrong. 
There he remaind with them right well agreed, 
Till of his wounds he wexed hole and {trong ; 
And then to his firft queft he paffed forth along. 
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Calidore fees young Triftram flay 
A proud difcourteous knight: 
He makes him Squire, and of him learnes 


his fiate and prefent plight. 


I. 
NS Taya HAT vertue is fo fitting for a knight, 
ea\\ NY) Or for a Ladie whom a knight fhould 
5 w\y) > love, 
iN HIPZS As Curtefie; to beare themfelves aright 
Se <*4 To all of each degree as doth behove? 
For whether they be placed high above 
Or low beneath, yet ought they well to know 
Their good; that none them rightly may reprove 
Of rudeneffe for not yeelding what they owe: 
Great {kill it is fuch duties timely to beftow.* 
2. 
Thereto great helpe dame Nature felfe doth lend ; 
For fome fo goodly gratious are by kind, 
That every action doth them much commend, 
And in the eyes of men great liking find, 
Which others that have greater {kill in mind, 


@ Great Jeill it is fuch duties timely to beftow.| Drayton, in his 
copy of the folio 1611, alters “ timely” to ¢rwe/ys but there is no 
fufiicient reafon for the change. C. 


SPSe Paka ey toh phy rere G eae NRE AGn EAs pai 


3! THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


Though they enforce themfelves, cannot attaine ; 
For everie thing to which one is inclin’d 


Doth bef become and greateft grace doth gaine: 


Yet praifelikewife deferve good thewesenforft with paine.” 


ee 
That well in courteous Calidore appeares ; 
Whofe every act and deed, that he did fay,° 
Was like enchantment, that through both the eares 
And both the eyes? did fteale the hart away. 
He now againe is on his former way 
To follow his firft queft, when as he {pyde 
A tall young man, from thence not farre away, 
Fighting on foot, as well he him defcryde, 
Againft an armed knight that did on horfebacke ryde. 
i 
And them befide a Ladie faire he faw 
Standing alone on foot in foule array ; 
To whom himfelfe he haftily did draw 
To weet the caufe of fo uncomely fray, 
And to depart them, if fo be he may : 
But, ere he came in place, that youth had kild 
That armed knight, that low on ground he lay ; 
Which when he faw, his hart was inly child 
With great amazement, and his thought with wonder fild. 


> good thewes enforf? with paine.| Morals and manners acquired by 
practice and habit. Upron. Spenfer (vol. ii. p. 2) has {ufficiently 
explained his meaning of ‘< thewes” by the epithet “ gentle” which he 
there applies to them. C. 

° Whofe every a& and deed, that he did fay.| Our text is that of the 
Ato. 15963; but the line ftands thus in the folios 1609, 1611, &c :-— 

“* Whofe every deed, and word that he did fay ;” 
which may be right, fince a¢ts and deeds cannot « fay,” excepting by 
implication: with this note we reprint the earlieft text. C. 

d And both the eyes.) The rhyme, if nothing elfe, here deteéts a 
tran{pofition of ‘ eares” and ‘* eyes,” the two words having been care- 
lefsly mifplaced in all old copies. Drayton put the matter right in his 
folio 1611, and modern editors have ufually done the fame. C. 
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i 
Him ftedfaftly he markt, and faw to bee 
A goodly youth of amiable grace, 
Yet but a flender flip, that fcarfe did fee 
Yet feventeene yeares, but tall and faire of face, 
That fure he deem’d him borne of noble race: 
All in a woodman’s jacket he was clad 
Of Lincolne greene,° belayd with filver lace ; 
And on his head an hood with aglets fprad,' 
And by his fide his hunters horne he hanging had. 
6. 


Bufkins he wore of coftlieft cordwayne,? 


© Of Lincolne greene.| It would be difficult to prove that a manu- 
facture of green cloth fubfifted at Lincoln in the faery reign of Arthur. 
By the way, Skelton mentions this colour in “ Elinor Ruming.” It is 
alfo found in Drayton’s “ Polyolbion.” ‘T. Warton. Drayton, in his 
Paftorals [‘* Shepherds’ Garland,” 4to. 1593], has alfo drawn the fhep- 
herd’s miftrefs Daffadi/ in a drefs of this kind : — 
‘* She’s in a frock of Lincolne green, 
<¢ Which colour likes her fight.” 

See alfo this garb noticed in Ritfon’s edition of ‘* Robin Hood,” vol. i. 
p. xxxvill. &c. Topp. Similar authorities are innumerable, but Dray- 
ton was not guilty of the impropriety, perhaps rather hypercritically, 
pointed out by T. Warton. C. 

' with aglets fprad.| Fr. aiguillette, a point, or tag of a lace. Spen- 
fer ules the French fpelling, F. Q. ii. iii. 26. The French have an 
herb denominated « aiguillettes de dames, ladies /aces.”” See Cotgrave 
in v. Aiguillette. Topp. In Shakefpeare it is alfo fpelt “ aglet:” 
Edit. Collier 1858, ii. 464, the page-reference in the index being, in- 
correctly, AGT. ©. 

& Bufkins he wore of coftlieft cordwayne.| So Chaucer has dreffed 
Sir Thopas :— 

“© His /hoon of cordewane,” 
where Mr. Tyrwhitt points out the Fr. Cordowan as the original of 
this word, which means Spanifh leather, fo called from Corduba or 
Cordova. In an ancient Scottifh ballad, cited by Mr. J. C. Walker 
in his very valuable « Hift. Effay on the Drefs of the Irifh,” the fame 
circumftance is noted :— 
“< His cockers were of cordievin.” 

The word cockers or cutikens was ufed in Scotland, Mr. Walker in- 
forms us, for the du/kin. Topp. The words here cited as from “ an 


antient Scottifh ballad” are thofe of Drayton in his ‘* Shepherds’ Gar- 
land,” 1593 :— 
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Pinckt upon gold, and paled part per part, 


As then the guize was for each gentle {wayne: ee 
In his right hand he held a trembling dart, 
Whofe fellow he before had fent apart ; ie 
And in his left he held a fharpe borefpeare, 
With which he wont to launch the falvage hart 
Of many a Lyon and of many a Beare, 
That firft unto his hand in chafe did happen neare. 
We: 
Whom Calidore a while well having vewed, 
At length befpake ; <“* What meanes this, gentle 
Swaine? 
Why hath thy hand too bold it felfe embrewed 
In blood of knight, the which by thee is flaine, 
By thee no knight ; which armes impugneth plaine?”" 
‘“< Certes,” (faid he) “‘ loth were I to have broken 
The law of armes; yet breake it fhould againe, 
Rather then let my felfe of wight be ftroken, 
So long as thefe two armes were able to be wroken.' 
8. 
“For not I him, as this his Ladie here 
May witnefle well, did offer firft to wrong, 
Ne furely thus unarm’d I likely were; 
But he me firft through pride and puiffance ftrong 
Affayld, not knowing what to armes doth long.” 
‘ Perdie great blame” (then faid Sir Calidore) 


‘* His mittens were of Bauzens fkinne, 
** His cockers were of Cordiwin, 
“* his hood of Meniveere.” Sign. J 3. b. 
It is ftrange that Todd, who fo often quotes Drayton, did not deteét 
this circumftance. C. 

" Which armes impugneth plaine.] Calidore faw by his accoutre- 
ments that he was no knight: it was contrary, therefore, to the law 
of arms for him to fight any knight, or to undertake any chivalrous ad- 
venture. Upron. 

' able to be wroken.] i.e. able to be revenged, as in vol. i. p. 39. 
It is “ wroke,” for the rhyme fake, in St. 13 of this Canto. C. 
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‘For armed knight a wight unarm’d to wrong : 
But then aread, thou gentle chyld, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this ftrife and fterne uprore.” 


9. 
‘That fhall I, footh,” (faid he) “to you declare. 
I, whofe unryper yeares are yet unfit 
For thing of weight or worke of greater care, 
Doe {pend my dayes and bend my careleffe wit 
To falvage chace, where I thereon may hit 
In all this forreft and wyld wooddie raine : 
Where, as this day I was enraunging it, 
I chaunft to meete this knight, who there lyes flaine 
Together with this Ladie, pafling on the plaine. 
IO. 
“The knight, as ye did fee, on horfebacke was, 
And this his Ladie (that him ill became) 
On her faire feet by his horfe fide did pas 
Through thicke and thin, unfit for any Dame: 
Yet not content, more to increafe his fhame, 
When fo fhe lagged, as fhe needs mote fo, 
He with his fpeare, that was to him great blame, 
Would thumpe her forward and inforce to goe, 
Weeping to him in vaine and making piteous woe. 
II, 
“Which when I faw, as they me paffed by, 
Much was I moved in indignant mind, 
And gan to blame him for fuch cruelty 
Towards a Ladie, whom with ufage kind 
He rather fhould have taken up behind. 
Wherewith he wroth, and full of proud difdaine, 
Tooke in foule fcorne that I fuch fault did find, 
And me in lieu thereof revil’d againe, 
Threatning to chaftize me, as doth t’a chyld pertaine. 
To: 


“Which I no leffe difdayning, backe returned 


> 
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His fcornefull taunts unto his teeth againe, 
That he ftreightway with haughtie choler burned, 
And with his {peare ftrooke me one ftroke or twaine ; 
Which I, enforft to beare, though to my paine, 
Caft to requite ; and with a flender dart, 
Fellow of this I beare, throwne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as feemeth, underneath the hart, 
That through the wound his {pirit fhortly did depart.” 
TQ) 
Much did Sir Calidore admyre his {peach 
Tempred fo well, but more admyr’d the ftroke 
That through the mayles had made fo {trong a breach 
Into his hart, and had fo fternely wroke 
His wrath on him that firft occafion broke ; 
Yet refted not, but further gan inquire 
Of that fame Ladie, whether what he {poke 
Were foothly fo, and that th’ unrighteous ire 
Of her owne knight had given him his owne due hire? 
I4. 
Of all which when as fhe could nought deny, 
But cleard that ftripling of th’ imputed blame, 
Sayd then Sir Calidore; © Neither will I 
Flim charge with guilt, but rather doe quite clame :* 
For, what he fpake, for you he {pake it, Dame; 
And what he did, he did himfelfe to fave: 
Againft both which that knight wrought knightleffe 
fhame ; 
For knights and all men this by nature have, 
Towards all womenkind them kindly to behave. 
Vid 


‘< But, fith that he is gone irrevocable 
5) 5 5) 


* but rather doe quite clame.| Releafe him, and guithim. Quit 
claim is releafing an aétion that one perfon has againft another, and 
likewife a quitting any claim or title to lands, « Quiete clamare is to 
quit claim or renounce all pretenfions of right and title.” Jacob’s « Law 
Didtionary.”” Upton. 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE, 


Pleafe it you, Ladie, to us to aread 

What caufe could make him fo difhonourable 

To drive you fo on foot, unfit to tread 

And lackey by him, gainft all womanhead.” 

“* Certes, Sir knight,” (fayd fhe) “full loth I were 
To rayfe a lyving blame againft the dead ; 


But fince it me corncernes my felfe to clere, 


I will the truth difcover as it chaunft whylere. 


16. 


‘« This day, as he and I together roade 


Upon our way to which we weren bent, 

We chaunft to come foreby a covert glade 
Within a wood, whereas a Ladie gent 

Sate with a knight in joyous jolliment 

Of their franke loves, free from all gealous fpyes. 
Faire was the Ladie, fure, that mote content 

An hart not carried with too curious eyes, 


And unto him did fhew all lovely courtefyes. 


173 


“* Whom when my knight did fee fo lovely faire, 


He inly gan her lover to envy, 

And wifh that he part of his fpoyle might fhare: 
Whereto when as my prefence he did fpy 

To be a let, he bad me by and by 

For to alight: but when as I was loth 

My loves owne part to leave fo fuddenly, 

He with ftrong hand downe from his fteed me throw’th, 


And with prefumpteous powre againft that knight ftreight 


go’th. 
18. 


“‘ Unarmd all was the knight, as then more meete 


For Ladies fervice, and for loves delight, 
Then fearing any foeman there to meete: 
Whereof he taking oddes, ftreight bids him dight 
Himfelfe to yeeld his Love, or elfe to fight : 
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Whereat the other ftarting up difmayd, 
Yet boldly anfwer’d, as he rightly might, 
To leave his love he fhould be ill apayd, 
In which he had good right gaynft all that it gainefayd. bi 
IQ. ie 
“Yet fince he was not prefently in plight 
Her to defend, or his to juftifie, 
He him requefted, as he was a knight, 
To lend him day his better right to trie, 
Or ftay till he his armes, which were thereby, 
Might lightly fetch. But he was fierce and whot, 
Ne time would give, nor any termes aby, 
But at him flew, and with his fpeare him {mot ; 
From which to thinke to fave himfelfe it booted not. 
20. 
“© Meane while his Ladie, which this outrage faw, 
Whileft they together for the quarrey ftrove, 
Into the covert did her felfe withdraw, 
And clofely hid her felfe within the grove. 
My knight hers foone, as feemes, to daunger drove, 
And left fore wounded: but, when her he mitt, 
He woxe halfe mad; and in that rage gan rove 
And range through all the wood, where fo he wift 
She hidden was, and fought her fo long as him lift. 
ai i 
“* But, when as her he by no meanes could find, 
After long fearch and chauff he turned backe 
Unto the place where me he left behind. 
There gan he me to curfe and ban, for lacke 
Of that faire bootie, and with bitter wracke 
To wreake on me the guilt of his owne wrong : 


Of all which I yet glad to beare the packe 


ied 
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' for the quarrey ftrove.] The game, or prey. See the note on 
F. QO. ii. xi. 43 [vol. ii. p. 301]. Cuurcn. 
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Strove to appeafe him, and perfwaded long ; 

But ftill his paffion grew more violent and ftrong. 

pa ohe 

«¢ Then, as it were t’ avenge his wrath on mee, 
When forward we fhould fare he flat refufed 

To take me up (as this young man did fee) 

Upon his fteed, for no juft caufe accufed, 

But forft to trot on foot, and foule mifufed, 
Pounching me with the butt end of his fpeare, 

In vaine complayning to be fo abufed ; 

For he regarded neither playnt nor teare, 

But more enforft my paine the more my plaints to heare. 
23. 

“< So paffed we till this young man us met; 

And being moov’d with pittie of my plight 
Spake, as was meet, for eafe of my regret: 
Whereof befell what now is in your fight.” 

“© Now fure,” (then faid Sir Calidore) “ and right, 
Me feemes, that him befell by his owne fault : 
Who ever thinkes through confidence of might, 
Or through fupport of count’nance proud and hault," 
To wrong the weaker, oft falles in his owne affault.” 
24. 

Then turning backe unto that gentle boy, 

Which had himfelfe fo ftoutly well acquit, 

Seeing his face fo lovely fterne and coy, 

And hearing th’ anfweres of his pregnant wit, 

He prayfd it much, and much admyred it; 

That fure he weend him borne of noble blood, 


™ of count? nance proud and hault.| Shakefpeare and Milton have 


ufed the fame reduplication. See “ Rich. III.” A. ii. Sc. iii: — 


** And the queen’s fons and brothers, aught and proud.” 

And Milton’s Tranfl. of Pfalm Ixxx. ver. 35 :— 

“* And drov’ft out nations proud and haut.” Topp. 

*« Proud and hault” is not ftritly tautologous; fince Aault etymologically 
means /ofty, and old poets fpeak of “ haughty towers.” C. 
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With whom thofe graces did fo goodly fit: 
And when he long had him beholding ftood, 


He burft into thefe wordes, as to him feemed good. 


Bs. 


““ Faire gentle fwayne, and yet as ftout as fayre, 


That in thefe woods among{t the Nymphs doft wonne, 


Which daily may to thy fweete lookes repayre, 
AAs they are wont unto Latonaes fonne 

After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne ; 
Well may I, certes, fuch an one thee read, 

As by thy worth thou worthily haft wonne, 

Or furely borne of fome Heroicke fead, 


That in thy face appeares and gratious goodlyhead. 


26. 
<* But, fhould it not difpleafe thee it to tell, 
(Unleffe thou in thefe woods thy felfe conceale 
For love amongft the woodie Gods to dwell) 
I would thy felfe require thee to reveale 
For deare affection and unfayned zeale 


Which to thy noble perfonage I beare, 


>) 


And with thee grow in worfhip and great weale ; 


For fince the day that armes I firft did reare, 
I never faw in any greater hope appeare.” 

7 

To whom then thus the noble Youth: “ May be, 
Sir knight, that, by difcovering my eftate, 
Harme may arife unweeting unto me; 
Nathleffe, fith ye fo courteous feemed late, 
To you I will not feare it to relate. 

Then wote ye that I am a Briton borne, 
Sonne of a King, how ever thorough fate 

Or fortune I my countrie have forlorne, 


And loft the crowne which fhould my head by right 


adorne. 


67 


ace 
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28. 
‘© And Triftram is my name, the onely heire 
Of good king Meliogras which did rayne 
In Cornewale, till that he through lives defpeire 
Untimely dyde, before I did attaine 
Ripe yeares of reafon my right to maintaine: 
After whofe death his brother, feeing mee 
An infant, weake a kingdome to fuftaine, 
Upon him tooke the roiall high degree, 
And fent me where him lift inftructed for to bee. 
29. 
“« The widow Queene my See which then hight 
Faire Emiline, conceiving then great feare 
Of my fraile fafetie, refting in the might 
Of him that did the kingly Scepter beare, 
Whofe gealous dread induring not a peare 
Is wont to cut off all that doubt may breed, 
Thought beft away me to remove fomewhere 
Into fome forrein land, where as no need 


Of dreaded daunger might his doubtfull humor feed. 
evel 
“* So, taking counfell of a wife man red, 
She was by him adviz’d to fend me quight 
Out of the countrie wherein I was bred, 
The which the fertile Lioneffe is hight,” 
Into the land of Faerie, where no wight 
Should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong: 


To whofe wife read fhe hearkning fent me ftreight 


” the fertile Lioneffe is hight.| The following, from R. Carew’s 
** Survey of Cornwall,” 1602, fupported by the authority of Camden, 
will make clear this part of Spenfer’s poem:—‘* The fea, gradually 
encroaching on the fhore, hath carried from Cornwall the whole tra¢t 
of country formerly called Lionefle. The fpace between the Land’s End 
and the Ifles of Scilly, being about thirty miles, to this day retaineth 
that name in Cornifh.” It is faid that ruins are ftill to be feen below 
the waters which feparate the Scilly Ifles. C. 
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Into this land, where I have wond thus long 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growen to ftature ftrong. 
Bie 
‘* All which my daies I have not lewdly fpent,° 
Nor fpilt the bloffome of my tender yeares 
In ydleffe ;? but, as was convenient, 
Have trayned bene with many noble feres? 
In gentle thewes and fuch like feemly leres : 
Mongft which my moft delight hath alwaies been 
To hunt the falvage chace, amongit my peres, 
Of all that raungeth in the forrett greene, 
Of which none is to me unknowne that ev’r was feene. 
22) 
“* Ne is there hauke' which mantleth her on pearch, 
Whether high towring or accoafting low, 


° Leewdly fpent.| Foolifbly. Cuurca. More properly ignorantly. C. 

P In ydleffe.] Here Todd, and thofe who have followed him, ruin 
the line by printing “In ydleneff.” It is to be obferved that “ conve- 
nient” is, and was pronounced as a word of four fyllables. Prof. Child, 
in his Bofton edition, was careful to avoid this error, which could not 
fail to be detected by a correct ear. C. 

1 with many noble feres.| Companions: feevol. ii. p. 23. “'Thewes” 
in the next line means manners, qualities, and accomplifbments : {ee vol. 
ll. p. 2. Shakefpeare ufes it for mu/fcular power. C. 

" Ne is there hauke, &c.| A knowledge of hunting and falconry was 
an effential requifite in accomplifhing the character of a Knight. Of all 
the Knights of the “* Round Table,” Sir Triftram poffeffed thefe qualifi- 
cations in the moft eminent degree. Sir Ewaine is mentioned, in the 
Romance ‘ Court Mantel,” as one “ Qui tant ama chiens et o1spaux,”? 
La Curne de S. Palaye, tom. ii. p. 62. The prize at a jufting in ** La 
Morte d’Arthur” is “a faire maiden and a jar-fawcon,” B. iii. Ch. 20. 
This fport was unknown to the Romans; and the firft ufe of it is men- 
tioned about the time of Alaric the Goth, by Julius Firmicus. It was 
imported into Europe from the Turks and other Eaftern nations, where 
it became chiefly cultivated by the Englifh. This diverfion was purfued 
to fuch an extravagance in the reign of James I, that Sir Thomas Mon- 
fon, a famous falconer, was at the charge of a thoufand pounds in £o/f- 
hawks, only for one flight: fee Weldon’s « Chara¢ter and Court of K. 
James,” 1650, p. 105. One of the claims at the Coronation, ftill kept 
up, is to prefent the King, while at dinner in Weftminfter Hall, with a 
pair of falcons. T. Warton. 
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But I the meafure of her flight doe fearch, 

And all her pray and all her diet know. 

Such be our joyes which in thefe forrefts grow: 
Onely the ufe of armes, which moft I joy, 

And fitteth moft for noble fwayne to know, 

I have not tafted yet ; yet paft a boy, 

And being now high time thefe ftrong joynts to imploy. 
ODE 

** Therefore, good Sir, fith now occafion fit 

Doth fall, whofe like hereafter feldome may, 

Let me this crave, unworthy though of it, 

That ye will make me Squire without delay, 
That from henceforth in batteilous array 

I may beare armes, and learne to ufe them right ; 
The rather, fince that fortune hath this day 
Given to me the fpoile of this dead knight, 
Thefe goodly gilden armes which I have won in fight.” 
34: 

All which when well Sir Calidore had heard, 

Him much more now then earft he gan admire 
For the rare hope which in his yeares appear’d, 
And thus replide : “ Faire chyld, the high defire 
To love of armes, which in you doth a{pire, 

I may not, certes, without blame denie, 

But rather wifh that fome more noble hire 
(Though none more noble then is chevalrie) 

I had, you to reward with greater dignitie.” 

oe 

There him he caufd to kneele, and made to {weare 
Faith to his knight, and truth to Ladies all, 

And never to be recreant for feare 

Of perill, or of ought that might befall : 

So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call. 

Full glad and joyous then young Triftram grew ; 
Like as a flowre, whofe filken leaves {mall 
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Long fhut up in the bud from heavens vew, 
At length breakes forth, and brode difplayes his fmyling a 
hew. a 
36. a 
Thus when they long had treated to and fro, is 
And Calidore betooke him to depart, 
Chyld Triftram prayd that he with him might goe 
On his adventure, vowing not to ftart, 
But wayt on him in every place and part. 
Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight, 
And greatly joy’d at his fo noble hart, 
In hope he fure would prove a doughtie knight: 
Yet for the time this anfwere he to him behight. 


ee 

“* Glad would I furely be, thou courteous Squire, 
To have thy prefence in my prefent quett, 
That mote thy kindled courage fet on fire, 
And flame forth honour in thy noble brett; 
But I am bound by vow, which I profeft 
To my dread Soveraine, when I it affayd, 
That in atchievement of her high behett 
I thould no creature joyne unto mine ayde: 


For thy I may not graunt that ye fo greatly prayde. 
8 


ios 

‘* But fince this Ladie is all defolate, 
And needeth fafegard now upon her way, 
Ye may doe well, in this her needfull ftate, 
To fuccour her from daunger of difmay, 
That thankfull guerdon may to you repay.” 
The noble ympe, of fuch new fervice fayne, 
It gladly did accept, as he did fay : 
So taking courteous leave they parted twayne, 


And Calidore forth paffed to his former payne. 


Aap. 
igs 
z 


SNe 
But T'riftram, then defpoyling that dead knight 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


Of all thofe goodly implements of prayfe,° 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire fight 
Of the bright mettall fhyning like Sunne rayes, 
Handling and turning them a thoufand wayes: 
And after having them upon him dight, 

He tooke that Ladie, and her up did rayfe 
Upon the fteed of her owne late dead knight ; 
So with her marched forth, as fhe did him behight. 


40. 

There to their fortune leave we them awhile, 

And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 

Who, ere he thence had traveild many a mile, 

Came to the place whereas ye heard afore 

This knight, whom Triftram flew, had wounded fore 
Another knight in his defpiteous pryde: 

There he that knight found lying on the flore 

With many wounds full perilous and wyde, 

That all his garments and the grafie in vermeill dyde. 


pl 

And there befide him fate upon the ground 

His wofull Ladie, piteoufly complayning 

With loud laments that moft unluckie ftound, 
And her fad felfe with carefull hand conftrayning 
To wype his wounds, and eafe their bitter payning. 
Which forie fight when Calidore did vew 

With heavie eyne, from teares uneath refrayning, 
His mightie hart their mournefull cafe can rew, 
And for their better comfort to them nigher drew. 
A2. 

Then {peaking to the Ladie thus he faid: 

‘Ye dolefull Dame, let not your griefe empeach 
To tell what cruell hand hath thus arayd 


> implements of prayfe.]| So Spenfer’s own edition reads. The folios, 
ornaments. ‘Topp. They were both implements and ornaments. C. 
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This knight unarm’d with fo unknightly breach 
Of armes, that, if I yet him nigh may reach, 

I may avenge him of fo foule defpight.” 

The Ladie, hearing his fo courteous {peach, 

Gan reare her eyes as to the chearefull light, 

And from her fory hart few heavie words forth fight :' 
43> 

In which fhe fhew’d, how that difcourteous knight, 
(Whom Triftram flew) them in that fhadow found 
Joying together in unblam’d delight ; 

And him unarm’d, as now he lay on ground, 
Charg’d with his fpeare, and mortally did wound, 
Withouten caufe, but onely her to reave 

From him to whom fhe was for ever bound: 

Yet when fhe fled into that covert greave, 

He, her not finding, both them thus nigh dead did leave. 
44. 

When Calidore this ruefull ftorie had 

Well underftood, he gan of her demand, 

What manner wight he was, and how yclad, 
Which had this outrage wrought with wicked hand. 
She then, like as fhe beft could underftand, 

Him thus defcrib’d; to be of ftature large, 

Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band 

Quartred athwart, and bearing in his targe 

A Ladie on rough waves row’d in a fommer barge. 
45. 

Then gan Sir Calidore to gheffe ftreight way, 

By many fignes which fhe defcribed had, 

That this was he whom Triftram earft did flay, 
And to her faid: ‘‘ Dame, be no longer fad ; 


* few heavie words forth fight.] Sight here is the paft tenfe of to 


Jigh. Todd printed it /igh’t, as in the folio 1611 but in the 4to. 1596 
it ftands, very intelligibly, as in our text. C. 
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For he, that hath your Knight fo ill beftad, 


Is now him felfe in much more wretched plight : 
Thefe eyes him faw upon the cold earth fprad, 
The meede of his defert for that defpight, 
Which to your felfe he wrought and to your loved knight. 
46. 
«« Therefore, faire Lady, lay afide this griefe, 
Which ye have gathered to your gentle hart 
For that difpleafure, and thinke what reliefe 
Were beft devife for this your lovers {mart ; 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part, 
Convay to be recur’d.” She thankt him deare 
Both for that newes he did to her impart, 
And for the courteous care which he did beare 
Both to her love and to her felfe in that fad dreare." 
47° 
Yet could fhe not devife by any wit, 
How thence fhe might convay him to fome place ; 
For him to trouble fhe it thought unfit, 
That was a ftraunger to her wretched cafe ; 
And him to beare fhe thought it thing too bafe. 
Which when as he perceiv’d he thus befpake: 
“‘ Faire Lady, let it not you feeme difgrace 
To beare this burden on your dainty backe ; 
My felfe will beare a part, coportion of your packe.’ 
48. 
So off he did his fhield,* and downeward layd 


, 


“ In that fad dreare.] i.e. ftate of drearinefs, drearihood, or dreari- 
ment. Richardfon correétly fates that “drear” is fometimes ufed 
as a noun, but he gives no example of it. So again in St. 4 of the next 
Canto, where the epithet ‘‘doleful” is applied to it. C. 

* So off he did his foield.| The heroes of antiquity ufed their fhields 
oftentimes to carry off the wounded or dead from battle. There are 
inftances of this cuitom both in Homer and Virgil. So, in Milton, Satan 
when wounded is borne on the fhields of his party from off the files of 
war. Sir Calidore puts his buckler to this ancient and no ignoble ufe. 
Upton. 
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Upon the ground, like to an hollow beare ;! 

And powring balme, which he had long purvayd, 

Into his wounds, him up thereon did reare, 

And twixt them both with parted paines did beare, 

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was donne. 

Thence they him carried to a Caftle neare, 

In which a worthy auncient Knight did wonne: 
Where what enfu’d fhall in next Canto be begonne. 


Y like to an hollow beare.] i.e. hollow bier for a dead body: fee alfo 
St. 4 of the enfuing Canto. In Beaumont and Fletcher’s « Valentinian,” 
A. ii. Sc. 3, all editors have been puzzled by the word deets, when, in 
fact, it is nothing but deers or “¢ biers” mifprinted. C. 
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CANE Om ia: 


Calidore brings Prifcilla home ; 
Purfues the Blatant Beaft: 
Saves Serena, whilef? Calepine 

By Turpine is oppreft. 


i 
| RUE is, that whilome that good Poet 
3 fayd,* 
The gentle minde by gentle deeds is 
knowne : 

For a man? by nothing is fo well bewrayd 

As by his manners; in which plaine is fhowne 

Of what degree and what race he is growne: 

For feldome feene a trotting Stalion get 

An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne: 

So feldome feene that one in bafeneffe fet 
Doth noble courage fhew with curteous manners met. 

2. 

But evermore contrary hath bene tryde, 

That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ; 


@ True is, that whilome that good Poet fayd, &c.| Compare this 
beginning with F. Q. vi. vii. 1. But what good poet does he mean? 
Chaucer. See “* Wife of Bathe’s Tale,” 1113. Upton. 

> For a man.| So Spenfer’s own edition, and the firft and fecond 
folios; the reft omit the article. Topp. 
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As well may be in Calidore defcryde, 

By late enfample of that courteous deed 

Done to that wounded Knight in his great need, 
Whom on his backe he bore, till he him brought 
Unto the Caftle where they had decreed: 

There of the Knight, the which that Caftle ought,° 
To make abode that night he greatly was befought, 
ae 

He was to weete a man of full ripe yeares, 

That in his youth had beene of mickle might, 
And borne great {way in armes amongtt his peares ; 
But now weake age had dimd his candle light : 
Yet was he courteous ftill to every wight, 

And loved all that did to armes incline ; 

And was the Father of that wounded Knight, 
Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine ; 

And Aldus was his name; and his fonnes, Aladine. 


4. 
Who when he faw his fonne fo ill bedight 

With bleeding wounds, brought home upon a beare 
By a faire Lady and a ftraunger Knight, 

Was inly touched with compaffion deare, 

And deare affection of fo dolefull dreare, 

That he thefe words burft forth: “ Ah, fory boy! 
Is this the hope that to my hoary heare 

Thou brings? aie me! is this the timely joy, 
Which I expected long, now turnd to fad annoy? 

x: 

“Such is the weakeneffe of all mortall hope, 

So tickle is the ftate® of earthly things, 


© which that Caftle ought.| Owned, was the owner of. See F. Q. 
1. iv. 39 [vol. i. p. 240]. CHuRcH. 
d So tickle is the frate.| So unfure is the condition. The etymology 
of “ tickle” is doubtful, and it may have fome relation to tittle, mean- 
ing a point: the ftate of things is << tickle,” or depends upon a mere 
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That ere they come unto their aymed fcope, 
They fall too fhort of our fraile reckonings, 
And bring us bale and bitter forrowings, 
In ftead of comfort which we fhould embrace: 
This 1s the ftate of Keafars and of Kings ! 
Let none therefore, that is in meaner place, 
Too greatly grieve at any his unlucky cafe.” 
6. 
So well and wifely did that good old Knight 
Temper his griefe, and turned it to cheare, 
To cheare his guefts whom he had ftayd that night, 
And make their welcome to them well appeare. 
That to Sir Calidore was eafie geare ;° 
But that faire Lady would be cheard for nought, 
But figh’d and forrow’d for her lover deare, 
And inly did afflict her penfive thought 
With thinking to what cafe her name fhould now be 
brought : 

a. 
For fhe was daughter to a noble Lord 
Which dwelt thereby, who fought her to affy 
To a great pere; but fhe did difaccord, 
Ne could her liking to his love apply, 
But lov’d this frefh young Knight who dwelt her ny, 
The lufty Aladine, though meaner borne 


point. The word, in this fenfe, is old in our language, and Chaucer 
has, “* This world is now ful ¢zke/ fikerly.”—* Miller’s Tale.” Edit. 
Tyrw. v. 3428. Richardfon quotes the F. Q. C. viii. (meaning the 
imperfedt, or unperfite, cantos of ‘* Mutability,”) where we read :— 


«© Which makes me loath this ftate of life fo tickle,” &c. C. 


© That to Sir Calidore was eafie geare.| ‘‘Geare” generally means 
infirument or furniture, from A. S. gearwian, to prepare; but here we 


are to accept it in the fenfe of matter or affair: “ that to Sir Calidore 


was an ealy matter.” <* For this gear” is a common old expreflion, 


meaning for this purpofe, objed or bufinefs: it occurs feveral times in 
Shakefpeare. C. 


5: 


And of leffe livelood and hability, 
Yet full of valour the which did adorne 


His meaneffe much, and make her th’ others riches {corne. 


8. 
So, having both found fit occafion, 
They met together in that luckeleffe glade ; 
Where that proud Knight in his prefumption 
The gentle Aladine did earft invade, 
Being unarm’d and fet in fecret fhade. 
Whereof fhe now bethinking, gan t’ advize 
How great a hazard fhe at earft had made 
Of her good fame ; and further gan devize 
How fhe the blame might falve with coloured difguize. 


But Calidore with all good attest. 
Fain’d her to frolicke,‘ and to put away 
The penfive fit of her melancholie ; 
And that old Knight by all meanes did aflay 
To make them both as merry as he may. 
So they the evening paft till time of reft ; 
When Calidore in feemly good array 
Unto his bowre was brought, and there undreft 
Did fleepe all night through weary travell of his queft. 
IO. 
But faire Prifcilla (fo that Lady hight) } 
Would to no bed, nor take no kindely fleepe, 
But by her wounded love did watch all night, 
And all the night for bitter anguith weepe, 
And with her teares his wounds did wath and freche: 
So well fhe wafht them, and fo well fhe wacht him, 
That of the deadly fwound, in which full deepe 
He drenched was, fhe at the length difpacht him, 
And drove away the ftound which mortally attacht him. 


 Faind her to frolicke.| Defired her to be cheerful. Cuurcn. 
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II. 

The morrow next, when day gan to uplooke, 
He alfo gan uplooke with drery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreame awooke: 

Where when he faw his faire Prifcilla by, 

He deepely figh’d, and groaned inwardly, 

To thinke of this ill ftate in which fhe ftood ; 

To which fhe for his fake had weetingly 

Now brought her felfe, and blam’d her noble blood :* 
For firft, next after life, he tendered her good. 

12. 

Which fhe perceiving did with plenteous teares 
His care more then her owne compaf_ionate, 
Forgetfull of her owne to minde his feares : 

So both confpiring gan to intimate 

Each others griefe with zeale affectionate, 
And twixt them twaine with equall care to caft 
How to fave whole" her hazarded eftate ; 

For which the onely helpe now left them laft 

Seem’d to be Calidore: all other helpes were paft. 

age 

Him they did deeme, as fure to them he feemed, 
A courteous Knight and full of faithfull truft ; 
Therefore to him their caufe they beft efteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing juft. 
Earely, fo foone as Titans beames forth bruft 
Through the thicke clouds in which they fteeped lay 
All night in darkeneffe, duld with yron ruft, 
Calidore rifing up as frefh as day 

Gan frefhly him addreffe unto his former way. 


& and blamd her noble blood.| It feems generally agreed that to 
« blame” is from b/a/phemare, which is, of courfe, from the Greek: 
here ‘‘ blam’d her noble blood” means that fhe ran the rifk of having 
her noble blood reproached or defamed by her conduét. C. 

h How to fave whole.| Some editions, without authority, read /a/ve. 
Topp. Such is the cafe with the folio1611, but the meaning, of courfe, 
is nearly the fame. C. 
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14. 
But firft him feemed fit that wounded Knight 
To vifite, after this nights perillous paffe, 
And to falute him, if he were in plight, 
And eke that Lady, his faire lovely laffe. 
There he him found much better then he was ; 
And moved fpeach to him of things of courfe, 
The anguith of his paine to overpaffe : 
Mongft which he namely! did to him difcourfe 
Of former daies mifhap, his forrowes wicked fourfe. 
ays 
Of which occafion Aldine taking hold 
Gan breake to him the fortunes of his love, 
And all his difadventures to unfold, 
That Calidore it dearly deepe did move: 
In th’ end, his kyndly courtefie to prove, 
He him by all the bands of love befought, 
And as it mote a faithfull friend behove, 
To fafeconduct his love, and not for ought 
To leave, till to her fathers houfe he had her brought. 
16. 
Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight 
It to performe: fo after little ftay, 
That fhe her felfe had to the journey dight, 
He paffed forth with her in faire array, 
Fearleffe who ought did thinke or ought did fay, 
Sith his own thought he knew moft cleare from wite : 
So, as they paft together on their way, 


' Mongft which he namely.) Particularly, [e/pecially] ; Lat. nomi- 
natim. CHURCH. 

k moft cleare from wite.| We have before had the verb to « wite’”’ 
in the fenfe of to d/ame or reproach ; and in the firft inftance Spenfer 
has given it the A. S. termination witen or witan (vol. i. p. 61). Elfe- 
where (vol. ii. pp. 309, 422) it is wites or, as we now {pell it, tevite or 
twit. In the cafe before us Spenfer makes “* wite”’ a fubftantive. C. 
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He can devize’ this counter-caft of flight, 

To give faire colour to that Ladies caufe in fight. 
7 

Streight to the carkaffe of that Knight he went, 
The caufe of all this evill, who was flaine 

The day before by juft avengement 

Of noble Triftram, where it did remaine: 

There he the necke thereof did cut in twaine, 
And tooke with him the head, the figne of fhame. 
So forth he paffed thorough that daies paine, 
Till to that Ladies fathers houfe he came; 

Moft penfive man, through feare what of his childe 


became. 
eee 


There he arriving boldly did prefent 

The fearefull Lady to her father deare, 

Moft perfect pure, and guiltleffe innocent 

Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood {weare, 
Since firft he faw her, and did free from feare 
Of a difcourteous Knight, who her had reft 
And by outragious force away did beare: 
Witneffe thereof he fhew’d his head there left, 
And wretched life forlorne for vengement of his theft. 
Lg: 

Moft joyfull man her fire was her to fee, 

And heare th’ adventure of her late mifchaunce ; 
And thoufand thankes to Calidore for fee 

Of his large paines in her deliveraunce 

Did yeeld: Ne leffe the Lady did advaunce. 
Thus having her reftored trutftily, 

As he had vow’d, fome fmall continuance 

He there did make, and then moft carefully 
Unto his firft exploite he did him felfe apply. 


' He can devize.| ‘The fecond and third folios, and fome modern 
Ase) Breve. 
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20. 

So as he was purfuing of his queift, 

He chaunft to come whereas a jolly Knight 
In covert fhade him felfe did fafely reft, 

To folace with his Lady in delight : 

His warlike armes he had from him undicht, 


For that him felfe he thought from daunger free, 
And far from envious eyes that mote him {pight ; 


And eke the Lady was full faire to fee, 
And courteous withall, becomming her degree. 
Ort 

To whom Sir Calidore approaching nye, 

Ere they were well aware of living wight, 
Them much abafht, but more him felfe thereby, 
That he fo rudely did uppon them light, 
And troubled had their quiet loves delight : 
Yet fince it was his fortune, not his fault, 
Him felfe thereof he labour’d to acquite, 
And pardon crav’d for his fo rath default,™ 
That he gainft courtefie fo fowly did default. 
22. 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 


He foone allayd that Knights conceiv’d difpleafure, 


That he befought him downe by him to fit, 
That they mote treat of things abrode at leafure, 
And of adventures, which had in his meafure 
Of fo long waies to him befallen late. 

So downe he fate, and with delightfull pleafure 
His long adventures gan to him relate, 


Which he endured had through daungerous debate. 


™ for his fo rafo default.| This and the next line end with the 
fame word, the one a {ubitantive, the other a verb. 
ficient objection to this, but it ma 
1611, altered the firft “default” into a 
** for his fo rafh affault.” C. 


There is no fuf- 
y be noted that Drayton, in his folio 
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22° 
Of which whileft they difcourfed both together, 
The faire Serena" (fo his Lady hight) 
Allur’d with myldneffe of the gentle wether 
And pleafaunce of the place, the which was dight 
With divers flowres diftinct with rare delight, 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wavering luft after her wandring fight, 
To make a garland to adorne her hed, 
Without fufpect of ill or daungers hidden dred. 
24. 
All fodainely out of the forreft nere 
The Blatant Beaft forth rufhing unaware 
Caught her, thus loofely wandring here and there 
And in his wide great mouth away her bare 
Crying aloud? to fhew her fad misfare 
Unto the Knights, and calling oft for ayde ; 
Who with the horrour of her hapleffe care 
Haftily ftarting up, like men difmayde, 
Ran after faft to refkue the diftreffed mayde. 
iNe 
The Beaft, with their purfuit incited more, 
Into the wood was bearing her apace 
For to have fpoyled her, when Calidore, 
Who was more light of foote and fwift in chace, 
Him overtooke in middeft of his race ; 
And, fiercely charging him with all his might, 
Forft to forgoe his pray there in the place, 


3 


” The faire Serena.] One of the old quartos has Cri/pina ; another, 
of the fame date, Serena: fo that the place was altered during the 
printing off the fheets. Upron. No 4to. 1596 that we have been 
able to infpeét has ** Crifpina.” CC. 

° Crying aloud, &c.] In Spenfer’s own edition the words «in 
vaine”’ follow “ Crying aloud ;” but this hypermetrical foot is admitted 
only by the firft folio and the edition of 1751. Toop. 


eg. 
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And to betake him felfe to feareful] flight ; 
For he durft not abide with Calidore to fight. 
eXe)- 
Who natheleffe, when he the Lady faw 
There left on ground, though in full evill plight, 
Yet knowing that her Knight now neare did draw, 
Staide not to fuccour her in that affright, 
But follow’d faft the Monfter in his flight : 
Through woods and hils he follow’d him fo faft, 
That he nould let him breath, nor gather fpright, 
But forft him gape and gafpe, with dread aghatt, 
As if his lungs and lites were nigh a funder braft. 
27) 
And now by this Sir Calepine (fo hight) 
Came to the place where he his Lady found 
In dolorous difmay and deadly plight, 
All in gore bloud there tumbled on the ground, 
Having both fides through grypt with griefly wound. 
Fis weapons foone from him he threw away, 
And ftouping downe to her in drery {wound 
Uprear’d her from the ground whereon fhe lay, 
And in his tender armes her forced up to ftay. 
Dita 
So well he did his bufie paines apply, 
That the faint {pright he did revoke againe 
To her fraile manfion of mortality : 
Then up he tooke her twixt his armes twaine, 
And fetting on his fteede her did fuftaine 
With carefull hands, foft footing her befide ;? 


P Soft footing her befide.] The folio of 1679 and Hughes read, « foft 
footing,” which no doubt is as Spenfer gave it. So in F, Q. vi. vii. 6, 
*« Soft footing by his fide.” The poet's own edition and the other fo- 
lios read fofting foot. Cuurcu. Drayton allowed * fofting foot” to 
ftand in the text ; but we cannot believe that Spenfer fo wrote, with the 
apt example before us, as quoted by Church. C. 
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Till to fome place of reft they mote attaine, 
Where fhe in fafe affuraunce mote abide, 
Till fhe recured were of thofe her woundes wide. 
20. 
Now when as Pheebus with his fiery waine 
Unto his Inne began to draw apace ; 
Tho wexing weary of that toylefome paine, 
In travelling on foote fo long a fpace, 
Not wont on foote with heavy armes to trace, 
Downe in a dale forby a rivers fyde 
He chauntt to fpie a faire and ftately place, 
To which he meant his weary fteps to guyde, 
In hope there for his love fome fuccour to provyde. 
30. 
But, comming to the rivers fide, he found 
That hardly paffable on foote it was ; 
Therefore there ftill he ftood as in a ftound, 
Ne wift which way he through the foord mote pas: 
Thus whileft he was in this diftreffed cafe, 
Devifing what to doe, he nigh efpyde 
An armed Knight approaching to the place 
With a faire Lady lincked by his fyde, 
The which themfelves prepard thorough the foord to ride. 
Lae 
Whom Calepine faluting (as became) 
Befought of courtefie, in that his neede, 
For fafe conducting of his fickely Dame 
Through that fame perillous foord with better heede, 
To take him up behinde upon his {teed ; 
To whom that other did this taunt returne: 
“¢ Perdy, thou peafant Knight mightft rightly reed 
Me then to be full bafe and evill borne, 
If I would beare behinde a burden of fuch fcorne. 
30. 
‘¢ But, as thou haft thy fteed forlorne with fhame, 
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So fare on foote till thou another gayne, 

And let thy Lady likewife doe the fame, 

Or beare her on thy backe with pleafing payne, 
And prove thy manhood on the billowes vayne.” 
With which rude {peach his Lady much difpleafed 
Did him reprove, yet could him not reftrayne, 
And would on her owne Palfrey him have eafed, 


For pitty of his Dame whom fhe {aw fo difeafed. 


33: 
Sir Calepine her thanckt; yet, inly wroth 
Againft her Knight, her gentleneffe refufed, 
And carelefly into the river go’th, 
As in defpight to be fo fowle abufed 
Of a rude churle, whom often he accufed 
Of fowle difcourtefie, unfit for Knight, 
And, ftrongly wading through the waves unufed, 
With {peare in th’ one hand ftayd him felfe upright, 
With th’ other ftaide his Lady up with fteddy might. 


34: 
And all the while that fame difcourteous Knight 
Stood on the further bancke beholding him ; 
At whofe calamity, for more defpight, 
He laught, and mockt to fee him like to fwim - 
But when as Calepine came to the brim, 
And faw his carriage paft that perill well, 
Looking at that fame Carle with count’nance orim, 
His heart with vengeaunce inwardly did fwell, 


And forth at laft did breake in {peaches fharpe and fell. 


ei 
“ Unknightly Knight, the blemith of that name, 
And blot of all that armes uppon them take, 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe! I defie thee; and here challenge make, 
That thou for ever doe thofe armes forfake, 
And be for ever held a recreant Knight, 
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39: 
“ Full loth am I,” (quoth he) ‘as now at eartt 
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Unleffe thou dare, for thy deare Ladies fake 


And for thine owne defence, on foote alight 


To juftifie thy fault gainft me in equall fight.” 


36. 


The daftard, that did heare him felfe defyde, 


Seem’d not to weigh his threatfull words at all, 
But laught them out, as if his greater pryde 
Did fcorne the challenge of fo bafe a thrall ; 

Or had no courage, or elfe had no gall. 

So much the more was Calepine offended, 

That him to no revenge he forth could call, 

But both his challenge and him felfe contemned, 


Ne cared as a coward fo to be condemned. 


Cie 


But he, nought weighing what he fayd or did, 


Turned his fteede about another way, 

And with his Lady to the Caftle rid, 

Where was his won: ne did the other ftay, 

But after went directly as he may, 

For his ficke charge fome harbour there to feeke ; 
Where he arriving with the fall of day 

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers meeke 


And myld entreaty lodging did for her befeeke. 


20. 


But the rude Porter that no manners had 


Did fhut the gate againft him in his face, 

And entraunce boldly unto him forbad : 
Nath’leffe the Knight, now in fo needy cafe, 
Gan him entreat even with fubmiffion bafe, 
And humbly praid to let them in that night ; 
Who to him aunfwer’d, that there was no place 


Of lodging fit for any errant Knight, 


Unleffe that with his Lord he formerly did fight. 
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When day is fpent, and reft us needeth moft, 
And that this Lady, both whofe fides are peartft 
With wounds, is ready to forgo the ghott ; 

Ne would I gladly combate with mine hoft, 
That fhould to me fuch curtefie afford, 

Unleffe that I were thereunto enfor{t. 

But yet aread to me, how hight thy Lord, 


That doth thus ftrongly ward the Caftle of the ford >” 


40. 
““ Flis name,” (quoth he) “ if that thou lift to learne, 
Is hight Sir Turpine, one of mickle might 

And manhood rare, but terrible and ftearne 
In all affaies to every errant Knight, 

Becaufe of one that wrought him fowle defpight.” 
“< Ill feemes,” (fayd he) “if he fo valiaunt be, 
That he fhould be fo fterne to ftranger wight ; 

For feldome yet did living creature fee 

That curtefie and manhood ever difagree. 

Ai 

‘ But go thy waies to him, and fro me fay, 

That here is at his gate an errant Knight, 

That houfe-rome craves; yet would be loth t’ aflay 
The proofe of battell now in doubtfull night, 

Or curtefie with rudenefle to requite : 

Yet, if he needes will fight, crave leave till morne, 

And tell with all the lamentable plight 
In which this Lady languifheth forlorne, 

That pitty craves, as he of woman was yborne.” 

42. 

The groome went ftreight way in, and to his Lord 
Declar’d the meffage which that Knight did move; 
Who, fitting with his Lady then at bord, 

Not onely did not his demaund approve,? 


° bis demaund approve.| In Spenfer’s own edition this word is Car- 
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But both himfelfe revil’d and eke his love; 
Albe his Lady, that Blandina hight, 
Him of ungentle ufage did reprove, 
And earneftly entreated, that they might 
Finde favour to be lodged there for that fame night. 
43. 
Yet would he not perfwaded be for ought, 
Ne from his currifh will awhit reclame. 
Which anfwer when the groome returning brought 
To Calepine, his heart did inly flame 
With wrathfull fury for fo foule a fhame, 
That he could not thereof avenged bee ; 
But moft for pitty of his deareft Dame, 
Whom now in deadly daunger he did fee, 
Yet had no meanes to comfort, nor procure her glee. 
44. 
But all in vaine; for why no remedy’ 
He faw the prefent mifchiefe to redrefle, 
But th’ utmoft end perforce for to aby, 
Which that nights fortune would for him addreffe. 
So downe he tooke his Lady in diftreffe, 
And layd her underneath a buth to fleepe, 
Cover’d with cold, and wrapt in wretchednefle ; 
Whiles he him felfe all night did nought but weepe, 
And wary watch about her for her fafegard keepe. 
45. 
The morrow next, fo foone as joyous-day 
Did fhew it felfe in funny beames bedight, 
Serena full of dolorous difmay, 


Twixt darkeneffe dread and hope of living light, 


ried down to the feventh line, and reprove brought up in its room. 
Cuurcu. The obvious miftake was corrected in all after impreflions. C. 

t But all in vaine s for why no remedy.| Here again modern editors 
have put a note of interrogation after ** for why ;” but it is not a quef- 
tion, only a mode of exprefling decaufe. C. 


G. 3 THE FAERIE QUEENE. 
Uprear’d her head to fee that chearefull fight. 


Then Calepine, however inly wroth, ae 
And greedy to avenge that vile defpight, is 
Yet for the feeble Ladies fake, full loth a 
To make there lenger ftay, forth on his journey goth. i 
46. 
He goth on foote all armed by her fide, 
Upftaying ftill her felfe uppon her fteede, 
Being unhable elfe alone to ride, 
So fore her fides, fo much her wounds did bleede ; : 
Till that at length, in his extreamett neede, zB 
He chaunft far off an armed Knight to {py 
Purfuing him apace with greedy fpeede ; ; 
Whom well he wift to be fome enemy, 
That meant to make advantage of his mifery. 
1 iy 
Wherefore he ftayd, till that he nearer drew, 
To weet what iffue would thereof betyde: 
Tho, whenas he approched nigh in vew, 
By certaine fignes he plainly him defcryde 
To be the man that with fuch fcornfull pryde 
Fad him abufde and fhamed yefterday ; 
Therefore, mifdoubting leaft he fhould mifguyde 
His former malice to fome new aflay, 
He caft to keepe him felfe fo fafely as he may. 
48. 
By this the other came in place likewife, 
And couching clofe his fpeare, and all his powre 
As bent to fome malicious enterprife, 
He bad him ftand t’ abide the bitter ffoure 
Of his fore vengeaunce, or to make avoure* 


* or to make avoure.| To make avowry is a law term; to make an 
acknowledgment, vindication, or confeflion of his wrongful proceedings. 
Fr. avouer, to confefls or acknowledge onefelf in the wrong. Upron. 
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92 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. &: 
Of the lewd words and deedes which he had done: 


With that ran at him, as he would devoure 
His life attonce ; who nought could do but fhun 
The perill of his pride, or elfe be overrun. 
49: 
Yet he him ftill purfew’d from place to place, 
With full intent him cruelly to kill, 
And like a wilde goate round about did chace 
Flying the fury of his bloudy will: 
But his beft fuccour and refuge was ftill 
Behind his Ladies back ; who to him cryde, 
And called oft with prayers loud and fhrill, 
As ever he to Lady was affyde, 
To fpare her Knight,‘ and reft with reafon pacifyde: 
LO; 
But he the more thereby enraged was, 
And with more eager felneffe him purfew’d ; 
So that at length, after long weary chace, 
Having by chaunce a clofe advantage vew’d, 
He over raught him, having long efchew’d 
His violence in vaine; and with his fpere 
Strooke through his fhoulder, that the blood enfew’d 
In great aboundance, as a well it were 
That forth out of an hill frefh gufhing did appere. 
ie 
Yet ceaft he not for all that cruell wound, 
But chafte him ftill for all his Ladies cry ; 
Not fatisfyde till on the fatall ground 


* Lo /pare her Knight.) There is much confufion of perfons in this 
ftanza: “he,” in the firft inftance, of courfe, means the aflailing knight, 
and ** him,” in the fecond line, Sir Calepine, who endeavoured to avoid 
his adverfary’s ** bloudy will ;”’ but when the lady fpeaks and *¢ to him 
cryde,” fhe addrefles, not Sir Calepine, who had been laft mentioned, 
but his enemy, whom fhe befought, as he ever was affianced to lady, to 
{pare “ her knight,” Sir Calepine. CC. 
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He faw his life powrd forth defpiteoufly : 

The which was certes in great jeopardy, 

Had not a wondrous chaunce his refkue wrought, 
And faved from his cruell villany. 

Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought ; 


That in another Canto fhall to end be brought. 
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CANO mle 


Calepine by a faluage man* 
from Turpine refkewed 1s 5 

And, whyleft an Infant from a Beare 
he faves, his love doth miffe. 


I. 
IKE as a fhip with dreadfull ftorme long 
toft, 
Having fpent all her maftes and her 
ground-hold, 
Now farre from harbour likely to be loft, 
At laft fome fifher barke doth neare behold, 
That giveth comfort to her courage cold: 
Such was the ftate of this moft courteous knight 
Being opprefled by that faytour bold, 
That he remayned in moft perilous plight, 
And his fad Ladie left in pitifull affright : 
2. 
Till that, by fortune, paffing all forefight, 


A falvage man, which in thofe woods did wonne, 


@ gq falvage man.| ‘This wild man refembles, in fome refpects, the 
celebrated Orfon of romance: fee particularly St. 6. However, ro- 
mance is fond of exhibiting heroes of this kind. In * Palmerin of 
England,” <‘ the /a/vage man, With the fkin of a beaft made clofe to his 
body,” makes a very confpicuous figure, Part 1. Ch. Xxx 5 and after- 
wards we meet with “the kuight of the favage man,” Ch. xxxili. et 
feq. ‘Topp. 
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Drawne with that Ladies loud and piteous fhright,? 
Toward the fame inceffantly did ronne 
To underftand what there was to be donne: 
There he this moft difcourteous craven found, 
As fiercely yet as when he firft begonne, 
Chafing the gentle Calepine around, 
Ne {paring him the more for all his grievous wound. 
3 
The falvage man, that never till this houre 
Did tafte of pittie, neither gentleffe knew, 
Seeing his fharpe affault and cruell ftoure, 
Was much emmoved at his perils vew, 
That even his ruder hart began to rew, 
And feele compaflion of his evill plight, 
Againft his foe that did him fo purtfew ; 
From whom he meant to free him, if he might, 
And him avenge of that fo villenous defpight. 
4. 
Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 
Ne knew the ufe of warlike inftruments, 
Save fuch as fudden rage him lent to {mite ; 
But naked, without needfull veftiments 
To clad his corpfe with meete habiliments, 
He cared not for dint of fword nor fpeere, 
No more then for the ftroke of ftrawes or bents :° 


> that Ladies loud and piteous foright.) Shriek. From the parti- 
ciple * fhright,” which comes from /brich, Sax. to fhriek. See Tyr- 
whitt’s Gloff. Chaucer, and ** The Nonnes Preeftes Tale,” ver. 15368, 
edit. ‘Tyrwhitt :— 

* But foverainly dame Pertelote /Aright 
“* Full louder than did Hafdruballes wif.” Topp. 
Chaucer, we apprehend, does not ufe “ fhright” as a noun. C. 

° the firoke of frrawes or bents.] Rujfbes, bent-grafs. So Fairfax, B, 
vi. 8, “The fpringing dent.” So named becaufe eafily bent. Upron. 
‘¢ Bents” do not mean ru/bes merely, but any long ftalk of grafs; and 
Drayton, in his ‘‘ Court of Fairy,” (as cited by Richardfon,) makes «a 
bent both ftiff and ftrong” the {pear of one of his pigmies. C. 
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For from his mothers wombe, which him did beare, 
He was invulnerable made by Magicke leare.* 
by 
He ftayed not t’ advize which way were beft 
His foe t’ affayle, or how himfelfe to gard, 
But with fierce fury and with force infeft 
Upon him ran; who being well prepard 
His firft affault full warily did ward, 
And with the puth of his fharp-pointed {peare 
Full on the breaft him ftrooke, fo ftrong and hard 
That forft him backe recoyle and reele areare, 
Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud appeare. 
6. 
With that the wyld man more enraged grew, 
Like to a Tygre that hath mift his pray, 
And with mad mood againe upon him flew, 
Regarding neither fpeare that mote him flay, 
Nor his fierce fteed that mote him much difmay. 
The falvage nation doth all dread defpize : 
Tho on his fhield he griple hold did lay,* 
And held the fame fo hard, that by no wize 
He could him force to loofe, or leave his enterprize. 
An 
Long did he wreft and wring it to and fro, 
And every way did try, but all in vaine ; 


4 He was invulnerable made by Magicke leare.| ‘This is agreeable to 
romances: Orlando was invulnerable except in the foles of his feet ; 
Ferrau, except in his navel. Who does not fee that Orlando’s ftory is 
imitated from what is told of Achilles, and Ferrau’s from what is told of 
Ajax? Upron. “ Magicke leare” is, of courfe, magic ore or /earning. C. 

° he griple hold did lay.| Spenfer employs “ griple”-or gripple both 
as a fubftantive and as an adjective: as a fubftantive in F. Q. B. v. C. 
ii, St. 14 (vol. iii. p. 326), where he fpeaks of ** the griple ftrong”’ of 
Artegal; and as an adjective here, and in B. i. C. iv. St. 31 (vol. i. 
p- 237), where he defcribes Envy as furveying * heaps of gold with 
griple covetyfe.” The fenfe is obvious, and “ gripe” and its derivatives 
are from-the A. S. gripan. C. 


For he would not his greedie grype forgoe, 
But hayld and puld with all his might and maine, 
That from his fteed him nigh he drew againe : 
Who having now no ufe of his long fpeare 
So nigh at hand, nor force his thield to {traine, 
Both {peare and fhield, as things that needleffe were, 
He quite forfooke, and fled himfelfe away for feare. 
8. 
But after him the wyld man ran apace, 
And him purfewed with importune {peed, 
(For he was fwift as any Bucke in chace) 
And, had he not in his extreameft need 
Bene helped through the {wiftneffe of his {teed, 
He had him overtaken in his flight. 
Who, ever as he faw him nigh fucceed, 
Gan cry aloud with horrible affright, 
And fhrieked out, a thing uncomely for a knight. 
9. 
But, when the Salvage faw his labour vaine 
In following of him that fled fo fatt, 
He wearie woxe, and backe return’d againe 
With fpeede unto the place, whereas he laft 
Had left that couple nere their utmoft caft : 
There he that knight full forely bleeding found, 
And eke the Ladie fearefully aghaft, 
Both for the perill of the prefent ftound, 
And alfo for the fharpneffe of her rankling wound : 
IO. 
For though fhe were right glad fo rid to bee 
From that vile lozell which her late offended : 
Yet now no leffe encombrance fhe did fee, 


And perill, by this falvage man pretended,‘ 


by this falvage man pretended.| Held forth to her view, Lat. pre- 
tendo. ‘The fenfe is, For though, &c. yet now fhe apprehended no lefs 
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Gainft whom fhe faw no meanes to be defended, 
By reafon that her knight was wounded fore : 
Therefore her felfe fhe wholy recommended 
To Gods fole grace, whom fhe did oft implore 
To fend her fuccour, being of all hope forlore. 
II. 
But the wyld man, contrarie to her feare, 
Came to her creeping like a fawning hound, 
And by rude tokens made to her appeare 
His deepe compaffion of her dolefull ftound, 
Kiffing his hands, and crouching to the ground ; 
For other language had he none, nor fpeach, 
But a foft murmure and confufed found 
Of fenfeleffe words, which nature did him teach 
T’ expreffe his paflions, which his reafon did empeach. 
12, 

And comming likewife to the wounded knight, 
When he beheld the ftreames of purple blood 
Yet flowing frefh, as moved with the fight, 

He made great mone after his falvage mood ; 
And running ftreight into the thickeft wood, 

A certaine herbe from thence unto him brought, 
Whofe vertue he by ufe well underftood ; 

The juyce whereof into his wound he wrought, 

And ftopt the bleeding ftraight, ere he it ftaunched 

thought. 
Te 

Then taking up that Recreants fhield and fpeare, 
Which earft he left, he fignes unto them made 
With him to wend unto his wonning neare ;° 


danger from this favage. Cuurcu. Of old “ pretend” and “ pretence” 
were often ufed for iztend and intention. C. 

& unto his wonning neare.] ‘* Wonning” is the ative participle of 
eon to dwell, but by Spenfer and many other writers it is ufed fubftan- 
tively. ‘* Wonning” is as much a noun fubftantive as dwe//ing, but it 
is not generally fo treated by lexicographers. C. 
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To which he eafily did them perfwade. 
Farre in the forreft, by a hollow glade 
Covered with moftie fhrubs, which {predding brode 
Did underneath them make a gloomy fhade, 
Where foot of living creature” never trode, 
Ne fcarfe wyld beafts durft come, there was this wights 
abode. 
T4. 
Thether he brought thefe unacquainted guefts, 
To whom faire femblance, as he could, he thewed 
By fignes, by lookes, and all his other getts ; 
But the bare ground with hoarie moffe beftrowed 
Mutt be their bed; their pillow was unfowed: 
And the frutes of the forreft was their featt ; 
For their bad Stuard neither plough’d nor fowed, 
Ne fed on flefh, ne ever of wyld beatt 
Did tafte the bloud, obaying natures firft beheaft. 
a) 
Yet, howfoever bafe and meane it were, 
They tooke it well, and thanked God for all, 
Which had them freed from that deadly feare, 
And fav’d from being to that caytive thrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were themfelves a while to rett, 
Glad of that eafement, though it were but {mall ; 
That having there their wounds awhile redrett, 
They mote the abler be to paffe unto the reft. 
16. 
During which time that wyld man did apply 
His beft endevour and his daily paine 


" Where foot of living creature.| ** Where” is the emendation of 
the firft folio, which all fucceeding editions have followed. Spenfer’s 
own edition reads There. Toop. Drayton altered * living” to loving, 
in order, perhaps, to improve the faulty antithefis of « wild beatts,”” 
becaufe ** wild beafts” are « living creatures ;” but we do not venture 
to follow him, efpecially as the improvement is not very apparent. C, 
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In feeking all the woods both farre and nye 
For herbes to dreffe their wounds; ftill feeming faine 
When ought he did, that did their lyking gaine. 
So as ere long he had that knightes wound 
Recured well, and made him whole againe ; 
But that fame Ladies hurts! no herbe he found 
Which could redreffe, for it was inwardly unfound. 
17) 
Now when as Calepine was woxen ftrong, 
Upon a day he caft abrode to wend, 
To take the ayre and heare the thrufhes fong, 
Unarm’d, as fearing neither foe nor frend, 
And without fword his perfon to defend: 
There him befell, unlooked for before, 
An hard adventure with unhappie end, 
A cruell Beare, the which an infant bore 
Betwixt his bloodie jawes, befprinckled all with gore. 
18. 
The litle babe did loudly fcrike* and fquall, 
And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill, 
As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 
To Calepine, whofe eares thofe fhrieches fhrill, 
Percing his hart, with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him he ran with zealous hafte 
To refcue th’ infant, ere he did him kill: 


i But that fame Ladies hurts.] The fecond and third folios rightly 
read hurt; the reft follow the error of Spenfer’s own edition, 4urts. 
Topp. In fpite of his note Todd inferted “* hurts” in his text, and 
rejected the fingular, which he pronounced “ right.” ‘There can be 
little doubt that the omiffion of the letter s was purely accidental. C. 

k did loudly ferike.| Shrick. « Scrike” is ufed in ‘ Palmerin of 
England,” P. i. Ch. xxxiii: “ She vied many /crikes and grievous la- 
mentations.” Topp. Our diétionaries do not contain “ fcrike,” which, 
in faét, is only a variation of /briek. See Todd’s note on “ fhright,” 
St. 2 of this Canto, p. 95. The word /brich is alfo given as a Saxon 
verb by Tyrwhitt in his Gloff. to Chaucer, and that feems all that is 


known of it: Todd took it from thence. C. 
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Whom though he faw now fomewhat overpatt, 
Yet by the cry he follow’d, and purfewed faft. 
19. 

Well then him chauntt his heavy armes to want, 
Whofe burden mote empeach his needfull fpeed, 
And hinder him from libertie to pant ; 

For having long time, as his daily weed, 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need, 
Now wanting them he felt himfelfe fo light, 
That like an Hauke, which feeling her felfe freed Bl 
From bels and jeffes! which did let her flight, i 
Him feem’d his feet did fly and in their {peed delight. 
20. a 

So well he fped him, that the wearie Beare 

Ere long he overtooke and fortt to {tay ; 
And without weapon him aflayling neare, 
Compeld him foone the fpoyle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the beaft enrag’d to loofe his pray 
Upon him turned, and with greedie force 
And furie to be croffed in his way, 
Gaping full wyde, did thinke without remorfe 
To be aveng’d on him and to devoure his corfe. 
21. 
But the bold knight no whit thereat difmayd, 

But catching up in hand a ragged ftone 

Which lay thereby (fo fortune him did ayde) 

Upon him ran, and thruft it all attone 

Into his gaping throte, that made him grone 
And gafpe for breath, that he nigh choked was, 
Being unable to digeft that bone ; 


' From bels and jeffes.] The leathers that faften on the hawk’s bells. 
Cuurcu. “ Jeffes” were the ftraps on the feet of hawks, by which 
they were held on the fift: fee * Othello,” A. iii. S. VF 
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Ne could it upward come, nor downward paffe, 


Ne could he brooke™ the coldneffe of the ftony maffe. 


22% 


Whom when as he thus combred did behold, 


Stryving in vaine that nigh his bowels braft, 

He with him clofd, and laying mightie hold 

Upon his throte, did gripe his gorge fo faft, 

That wanting breath him downe to ground he catt ; 
And then oppreffing him with urgent paine, 

Ere long enforft to breath his utmoft blaft, 


Gnafhing his cruell teeth at him in vaine, 


And threatning his fharpe clawes, now wanting powre to 


{traine. 


8. 


Then tooke he up betwixt his armes twaine 


The litle babe, {weet relickes of his pray ; 
Whom pitying to heare fo fore complaine, 

From his foft eyes the teares he wypt away, 

And from his face the filth that did it ray ;° 
And every litle limbe he fearcht around, 

And every part that under fweathbands lay, 
Leaft that the beafts fharpe teeth had any wound 


Made in his tender flefh ; but whole them all he found. 


24 


So having all his bands againe uptyde, 


He with him thought backe to returne againe ; 
But when he lookt about on every fyde, 

To weet which way were beft to entertaine 

To bring him to the place where he would faine, 
He could no path nor tract of foot defcry, 

Ne by inquirie learne, nor gheffe by ayme; 


m Ne could he brooke.| Digeft. ‘ Brooke” has occurred before in 


F. Q. ill. iv. 44 [vol. ii. p. 419]. CHurcu. Chaucer ufes it for emjoy. C. 


n the filth that did it ray.| i.e. beray, defile, or make dirty: fee 


Volieisp.t 00, occ. 1C; 
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For nought but woods and forrefts farre and nye, 
That all about did clofe the compafle of his eye. 
io 
Much was he then encombred, ne could tel] 
Which way to take: now Weft he went a while, 
Then North, then neither, but as fortune fell - 
So up and downe he wandred many a mile 
With wearie travell and uncertaine toile, 
Yet nought the nearer to his journeys end ; 
And evermore his lovely litle fpoile 
Crying for food did greatly him offend: 
So all that day in wandring vainely he did {pend, 
26. 
At laft, about the fetting of the Sunne, 
Him felfe out of the foreft he did wynd, 


And by good fortune the plaine champion wonne: 


Where, looking all about where he mote fynd 
Some place of fuccour to content his mynd, 
At length he heard under the forrefts fyde 
A voice, that feemed of fome woman kynd, 
Which to her felfe lamenting loudly cryde, 
And oft complayn’d of fate, and fortune oft defyde. 
ae 
To whom approching, when as fhe perceived 
A ftranger wight in place, her plaint fhe ftayd, 
As if fhe doubted to have bene deceived, 
Or loth to let her forrowes be bewrayd: 
Whom when as Calepine faw fo difmayd, 
He to her drew, and with faire blandifhment 
Her chearing up, thus gently to her fayd : 
“What be you, wofull Dame, which thus lament, 
And for what caufe, declare; fo mote ye not repent.” 
OMe 
To whom fhe thus: ‘‘ What need me, Sir, to tell 
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That which your felfe have earft ared fo right ?° 


A wofull dame ye have me termed well ; 
So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redreffed be by living wight!” 
“‘ Nathleffe,” (quoth he) ‘ if need doe not you bynd, 
Doe it difclofe to eafe your grieved fpright : 
Oftimes it haps that forrowes of the mynd 
Find remedie unfought, which feeking cannot fynd.” 
a0: 
Then thus began the lamentable Dame: 
‘¢ Sith then ye needs will know the griefe I hoord, 
I am th’ unfortunate Matilde by name, 
The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquer’d by his {word 
From a great Gyant, called Cormoraunt, 
Whom he did overthrow by yonder foord ; 
And in three battailes did fo deadly daunt, 
That he dare not returne for all his daily vaunt. 
ok 
“<< So is my Lord now feiz’d of all the land, 
As in his fee, with peaceable eftate, 
And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 
Ne any dares with him for it debate: 
But to thefe happie fortunes cruell fate 
Hath joyn’d one evill, which doth overthrow 
All thefe our joyes, and all our bliffe abate ; 
And like in time to further ill to grow, 
And all this land with endleffe loffe to overflow. 
eHike 
‘“‘ For th’ heavens, envying our profperitie, 
Have not vouchfaft to graunt unto us twaine 


The gladfull bleffing of pofteritie, 


© That which your felfe have earft ared fo right.| i.e. that which 
you have yourfelf fo well uwuderfiood and declared. C. 
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Which we might fee after our felves remaine 
In th’ heritage of our unhappie paine :? 
So that for want of heires it to defend, 
All is in time like to returne againe 
To that foule feend, who dayly doth attend 
Toleape into the fame after our lives end. 
R21 
** But moft my Lord is grieved herewithall, 
And makes exceeding mone, when he does thinke 
That all this land unto his foe fhall fall, 
For which he long in vaine did fweat and {winke, 
That now the fame he greatly doth forthinke.® 
Yet was it fayd, there fhould to him a fonne 
Be gotten, not begotten ; which fhould drinke 
And dry up all the water which doth ronne 
In the next brooke, by whom that feend fhold be for- 
donne. 
33: 
“‘ Well hop’t he then, when this was prophefide, 
That from his fides fome noble chyld fhould rize, 
The which through fame fhould farre be maenifide, 
And this proud gyant fhould with brave emprize 
Quite overthrow ; who now ginnes to defpize 
The good Sir Bruin growing farre in yeares, 
Who thinkes from me his forrow all doth rize. 
Lo! this my caufe of griefe to you appeares ; 
For which I thus doe mourne, and poure forth ceafeleffe 
tearcs.« 


P In th’ heritage of our unhappie paine.] "That is, to inherit our 
hitherto wx/ucce/sful endeavours. Upton. The fenfe feems to require, 
** In th’ heritage of this our bappie plaine,’” that is, to inherit this our 
fair eftate, thefe happy fortunes. Crurcu. Drayton alters « paine” 
to gaine: what they had gained was unhappy for want of an heir ; but, 
efpecially in a cafe of this kind, we do not vary from the old copies. C. 

1 be greatly doth forthinke.] It fhould be “ forethink,” i. e. think 
beforeband of. Urron. On the contrary, ‘‘ forthink”’ is to be received 
in its ordinary fenfe of to grieve, to be forry for, to lament. C. 
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34: 


Which when he heard, he inly touched was 


With tender ruth for her unworthy griefe ; 

And when he had devized of her cafe, 

He gan in mind conceive a fit reliefe 

For all her paine, if pleafe her make the priefe ; 
And, having cheared her, thus faid: ‘“ Faire Dame, 
In evils counfell is the comfort chiefe ; 

Which though I be not wife enough to frame, 


Yet, as I well it meane, vouchfafe it without blame. 


35: 

‘<If that the caufe of this your Janguifhment 
Be lacke of children to fupply your place, 
Low! how good fortune doth to you prefent 
This litle babe, of fweete and lovely face, 
And fpotleffe fpirit in which ye may enchace 
Whatever formes ye lift thereto apply, 
Being now foft and fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye lift him traine in chevalry, 

Or nourfle up in lore of learn’d Philofophy. 


36. 


<¢ And, certes, it hath oftentimes bene feene, 


patti 


es 


nog 
SY 


nen ei if 


pia 
caste gies 


rete 


Behe) 


ain 
ane 


mint: 


eee: 
SA 
ale 


de sopeeenoees 
ee serene - 
Pgraletied 


Srl st Stseneee 


That of the like, whofe linage was unknowne, 

More brave and noble knights have rayfed beene 

As their victorious deedes have often fhowen, 

Being with fame through many Nations blowen, 

Then thofe which have bene dandled in the lap: 

Therefore fome thought that thofe brave imps were 
fowen 

Here by the Gods, and fed with heavenly fap, 

That made them grow fo high t’ all honorable hap.” 


3/5 
The Ladie, hearkning to his fenfefull fpeach, 
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Found nothing that he faid unmeet nor geafon,' 
Having oft feene it tryde as he did teach: 
Therefore inclyning to his goodly reafon, 
Agreeing well both with the place and feafon, - 
She gladly did of that fame babe accept, 
As of her owne by liverey and feifin ; 
And having over it a litle wept, 
She bore it thence, and ever as her owne it kept. 
Roe 
Right glad was Calepine to be fo rid 
Of his young charge whereof he {killed nought,* 
Ne fhe leffe glad; for the fo wifely did, 
And with her hufband under hand fo wrought, 
That, when that infant unto him the brought, 
She made him think it furely was his owne; 
And it in goodly thewes fo well upbrought, 
That it became a famous knight well knowne, 
And did right noble deedes; the which elfwhere are 


fhowne.* 


" unmeet nor geafon.| ‘That is, either improper or uncommon. Gea- 
‘on is rare, uncommon. So, in ** Mother Hubberd’s Tale :?— 
“¢ ‘That it to leaches feemed ftrange and geafon.” 
And, in his “ Vifions of the World’s Vanity,” St. 1. fpeaking of the 
decay of goodnefs in a degenerate age, 
“€ Such as this age, in which all good is geafon.”” Cuurcn. 

It is almoft needlefs to add to Spenfer’s own authority ; but as he was 
fornetimes in the habit of ufing ‘* geafon”? words, we may remark that 
** geafon” is found in many authors as the oppofite to “ foifon,” which 
‘means p/enty. In the play of “* Appius and Virginia,” by R. B. 1575; 
Sign. D, we read, ‘ Let my councell at no time be with you £eafon.” 
Similar proofs might be almoft indefinitely multiplied. C. 

° whereof be feilled nought.| It is doubtful here whether we fhould 
confider ‘¢ he {killed nought” to mean “ he cared nought” or it fignified 
nought to him; or whether by “he fkilled nought” the poet intended 
that Calepine kvew nothing, or wuderffood nothing. C. 

* the which elfwhere are foowne.] The poet intended to fhow them, 
perhaps in another Faery Poem, ‘or, as Mr. Upton thinks, in fome pro- 
jected Annals of Ireland. However, fee the poet’s own affertion, F. (Od. 
i. xi. 7 [vol. ii. p. 49], in refpect to another Poem. See alfo F. ORV. 
xl, 43 [this vol. p. 38], where he intimates a continuation of what 
the reader will unfortunately never find. Topp. 
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39: 
But Calepine, now being left alone 
Under the greenewoods fide in forie plight, 
Withouten armes or fteede to ride upon, 
Or houfe to hide his head from heavens fpight, 
Albe that Dame, by all the meanes fhe might, 
Him oft defired home with her to wend, 
And offred him, his courtefie to requite, 
Both horfe and armes and what fo elfe to lend, 
Yet he them all refufd, though thankt her as a frend; 
40. 
And, for exceeding griefe which inly grew 
That he his love fo luckleffe now had loft, 
On the cold ground maugre himfelfe he threw 
For fell defpight to be fo forely croft ; 
And there all night himfelfe in anguith toft, 
Vowing that never he in bed againe 
His limbes would reft, ne lig in eafe emboft," 
Till that his Ladies fight he mote attaine, 
Or underftand that fhe in fafetie did remaine. 


u ne lig in eafe emboft.| Nor “ie in eafe concealed or enclofed. 'The 
word “lig”? is yet common in the North of England for /e, from the 
Anglo-Sax. Jiggans and emboffe fignifies to enclofe, F. Q. i. xi. 20. 
Mr. Upton derives the word from the Italian imbo/carfz, to hide one- 
felf. ‘Topp. In the place referred to, vol. ii. p. 54, ** embofle” feems 
rather to be derived from the Fr. emboucher. We agree with Richard- 
fon that in B. i. C. ix. St. 293 vol. ii. p. 11,  emboft with bale” means 
overwhelmed with misfortune, and here ‘in eafe emboft” may mean 
overwhelmed in eafe. C. 
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The falvage ferves Serena well,* 
till fhe Prince Arthure fynd ; 

Who her, together with his Squyre, 
with th’ Hermit leaves behynd. 


I. 

WHAT an eafie thing is to defcry 
The gentle bloud, how ever it be wrapt 
In fad misfortunes foule deformity 
And wretched forrowes, which have 

often hapt ! 
For howfoever it may grow mif-fhapt, 
Like this wyld man being undifciplynd, 
That to all vertue it may feeme unapt, 
Yet will it fhew fome fparkes of gentle mynd, 
And at the laft breake forth in his owne proper kynd. 
2. 

That plainely may in this wyld man be red, 

Who, though he were ftill in this defert wood, 
Mongft falvage beafts both rudely borne and bred, 


a ferves Serena well.| So Hughes reads, which is plainly right, and 
therefore we have reftored it to the text. The reft read Matilda. 
Cuurcu. See below, St. 27, and C. iii. St. 23. The error was oc- 
cafioned from C. iv. St. 29 [this vol. p. 104]. Upron. It is ‘* Matilda”? 
in every old impreflion, and Drayton did not introduce the neceflary 
correction in his copy of the folio1611. CC. 
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Ne ever faw faire guize, ne learned good, 
Yet fhewd fome token of his gentle blood 
By gentle ufage of that wretched Dame: 
For certes he was borne of noble blood, 
How ever by hard hap he hether came, 
As ye may know when time? fhall be to tell the fame. 
or 
Who, when as now long time he lacked had 
The good Sir Calepine, that farre was ftrayd, 
Did wexe exceeding forrowfull and fad, 
As he of fome misfortune were afrayd ; 
And, leaving there this Ladie all difmayd, 
Went forth ftreightway into the forreft wyde 
To feeke if he perchance afleep were layd, 
Or what fo elfe were unto him betyde: 
He fought him farre and neare, yet him no where he 
{pyde. 
wig 
Tho backe returning to that forie Dame, 
He fhewed femblant of exceeding mone 
By {peaking fignes, as he them beft could frame, 
Now wringing both his wretched hands in one, 
Now beating his hard head upon a ftone, 
That ruth it was to fee him fo lament: 
By which fhe well perceiving what was done, 
Gan teare her hayre, and all her garments rent, 
And beat her breaft, and piteoufly her felfe torment. 


g. 
Upon the ground her felfe fhe fiercely threw, 
Regardlefle of her wounds yet bleeding rife, 
That with their bloud did all the flore imbrew, 
As if her breaft, new launcht with murdrous knife, 


> As ye may know when time, &c.] In fome Book or Canto hereafter 
intended to be written by me: for my intent is to open things to you 
by little and little. Uvpron. 
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Would ftreight diflodge the wretched wearie life. 


There fhe long groveling and deepe groning lay, 
As if her vitall powers were at ftrife 

With ftronger death, and feared their decay: 
Such were this Ladies pangs and dolorous affay. 

6: 

Whom when the Salvage faw fo fore diftreft, 

He reared her up from the bloudie ground, 

And fought by all the meanes that he could beft 
Her to recure out of that ftony fwound, 

And ftaunch the bleeding of her dreary wound: 
Yet nould fhe be recomforted for nought, 

Nor ceafe her forrow and impatient {tound, 

But day and night did vexe her carefull thought, 
And ever more and more her owne affliction wrought. 
hs 

At length, when as no hope of his retourne 

She faw now left, fhe caft to leave the place, 
And wend abrode, though feeble and forlorne, 
To feeke fome comfort in that forie cafe. 

His fteede, now ftrong through reft fo long a {pace, 
Well as fhe could fhe got, and did bedight ; 

And being thereon mounted forth did pace 
Withouten guide her to condué aright, 

Or gard her to defend from bold oppreffors might. 
8. 

Whom when her Hoft faw readie to depart, 

He would not fuffer her alone to fare, 

But gan himfelfe addreffe to take her part. 

Thofe warlike armes which Calepine whyleare 
Had left behind he gan eftfoones prepare, 

And put them all about himfelfe unfit, 

His fhield, his helmet, and his curats bare ;° 


© and his curats bare.| Spenfer fpells this word curat, F, QO. v. vill. 
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But without fword upon his thigh to fit: 
Sir Calepine himfelfe away had hidden it. 
g. 
So forth they traveld, an uneven payre 
That mote to all men feeme an uncouth fight ; 
A falvage man matcht with a Ladie fayre, 
That rather feem’d the conqueft of his might, 
Gotten by fpoyle then purchaced aright : 
But he did her attend moft carefully, 
And faithfully did ferve both day and night 
Withouten thought of fhame or villeny, 
Ne ever fhewed figne of foule difloyalty. 
IO. 
Upon a day, as on their way they went, 
It chaunft fome furniture about her fteed 
To be difordred by fome accident, 
Which to redreffe fhe did th’ affiftance need 
Of this her groome; which he by fignes did reede, 
And ftreight his combrous armes afide did lay 
Upon the ground withouten doubt or dreed ; 
And in his homely wize began to afflay 
T” amend what was amiffe, and put in right aray. 
II. 
Bout which whileft he was bufied thus hard, 
Lo! where a knight, together with his f{quire, 
All arm’d to point came ryding thetherward ; 
Which feemed, by their portance and attire, 
To be two errant knights, that did inquire 
After adventures, where they mote them get. 
Thofe were to weet (if that ye it require) 
Prince Arthur and young Timias, which met 
By ftraunge occafion that here needs forth be fet. 


34 [vol. ill. p. 435]; and curiets, F. Q. v. v. 20 [vol. iii. p. 379]. 
Some read “*curals,” and fome cuira/s : fee the note on F. Q. v. viii. 34. 
Topp. It is ** curats” in all the editions of authority. C. 
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12. 
After that Timias had againe recured? 
The favour of Belphebe (as ye heard) 
And of her grace did ftand againe affured, 
To happie bliffe he was full high uprear’d, 
Nether of envy nor of chaunge afeard : 
Though many foes did him maligne therefore, 
And with unjuft detraéction him did beard, 
Yet he himfelfe fo well and wifely bore, & 
That in her foveraine lyking he dwelt evermore. is 
Wey 
But of them all which did his ruine feeke, 
Three mightie enemies did him moft defpight, 
Three mightie ones, and cruell minded eeke, 
That him not onely fought by open might 
To overthrow, but to fupplant by flight: 
The firft of them by name was cald Defpetto, 
Exceeding all the reft in powre and hight ; 
The fecond, not fo ftrong but wife, Decetto ; 
The third, nor ftrong nor wife, but {pightfulleft, Defetto. 
14. 
Oftimes their fundry powres they did employ, 
And feveral deceipts, but all in vaine ; 
For neither they by force could him deftroy, 
Ne yet entrap in treafons fubtill traine. 
Therefore, confpiring all together plaine, 
They did their counfels now in one compound : 
Where fingled forces faile, conjoynd may gaine. 
The Blatant Beaft the fitteft meanes they found 
To worke his utter fhame, and throughly him confound. 
ee ES eee a emer nae ye 


* After that Timias bad againe recured, &c.] When Sir Walter 
Raleigh had recovered again the favour of Queen Elizabeth. See F. i 
iv. vill. 17 [vol. iii. p. 216]. But defamation and f{candal he could not 
yet get rid of. Upron. 


IV. I 
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5 
Upon a day, as they the time did waite, 
When he did raunge the wood for falvage game, 
They fent that Blatant Beaft to be a baite 
To draw him from his deare beloved dame 
Unwares into the daunger of defame ; 
For well they wift that Squire to be fo bold, 
That no one beaft in forreft, wylde or tame, 
Met him in chafe but he it challenge would, 
And plucke the pray oftimes out of their greedy hould. 
16. 
The hardy boy, as they devifed had, 
Seeing the ugly Monfter paffing by, 
Upon him fet, of perill nought adrad, 
Ne fkilfull of the uncouth jeopardy ; 
And charged him fo fierce and furioufly, 
That his great force unable to endure, 
He forced was to turne from him and fly: 
Yet ere he fled he with his tooth impure 
Him heedleffe bit, the whiles he was thereof fecure. 
17, 
Securely he did after him purfew, 
Thinking by fpeed to overtake his flight ; 
Who through thicke woods and brakes and briers him 
drew, 
To weary him the more and wafte his fpight, 
So that he now has almoft {pent his fpright, 
Tull that at length unto a woody glade 
He came, whofe covert ftopt his further fight : 
There his three foes fhrowded in guilefull fhade 
Out of their ambufh broke, and gan him to invade. 
18. 
Sharpely they all attonce did him affaile, 
Burning with inward rancour and defpight, 
And heaped ftrokes did round about him haile 
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With fo huge force, that feemed nothing might 


Beare off their blowes from percing thorough quite: 


Yet he them all fo warily did ward, 

That none of them in his foft fleth did bite ; 
And all the while his backe for beft fafegard 
Fle lent againft a tree, that backeward onfet bard. 

Ege 
Like a wylde Bull that, aise at a bay, 
Is bayted of a maftiffe and a hound 
And a curre-dog, that doe him fharpe aflay 
On every fide, and beat about him round ; 
But moft that curre, barking with bitter fownd, 
And creeping ftill behinde, doth him incomber, 
That in his chauffe he digs the trampled ground, 
And threats his horns, and bellowes like the 
thonder : 
So did that Squire his foes difperfe and drive afonder. 
20. 
Him well behoved fo; for his three foes 
Sought to encompaffe him on every fide, 
And dangeroufly did round about enclofe : 
But moft of all Defetto him annoyde, 
Creeping behinde him ftill to have deftroyde ; 
So did Decetto eke him circumvent ; 
But ftout Defpetto in his greater pryde 
Did front him, face to face again{t him bent : 
Yet he them all withftood, and often made relent. 
af. 
Till that at Iength, nigh tyrd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward, 
He gan to fhrinke and fomewhat to give place, 
Full like ere long to have efcaped hard ; 
When as unwares he in the forreft heard 
A trampling fteede, that with his neighing faft 
Did warne his rider be uppon his gard ; 
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With noife whereof the Squire, now nigh aghaft, 
Revived was, and fad difpaire away did catt. 
2.2. 
Eftfoones he fpide a Knight approching nye ; 
Who, feeing one in fo great daunger fet 
Mongft many foes, him felfe did fafter hye 
To refkue him, and his weake part abet, 
For pitty fo to fee him overfet : 
Whom foone as his three enemies did vew, 
They fled, and faft into the wood did get. 
Him booted not to thinke them to purfew, 
The covert was fo thicke that did no paffage fhew. 
221 
Then turning to that fwaine him well he knew 
To be his Timias, his owne true Squire 5 
Whereof exceeding glad he to him drew, 
And him embracing twixt his armes entire, 
Him thus befpake: ‘* My liefe, my lifes defire, 
Why have ye me alone thus long yleft? 
L Tell me what worlds defpight, or heavens yre, 
Hath you thus long away from me bereft? 
Where have ye all this while bin wandring? where bene 
weft °?” 
24. 
With that he fighed deepe for inward tyne: 
To whom the Squire nought aun{wered againe, 
But, fhedding few foft teares from tender eyne, 
His dear affect with filence did reftraine, 
And fhut up all his plaint in privy paine. 
There they awhile fome gracious {peaches fpent, 
As to them feemed fit time to entertaine ; 
After all which up to their fteedes they went, 
And forth together rode, a comely couplement. 
20% 
So now they be arrived both in fight 


soasael 
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Of this wyld man, whom they full bufie found 
About the fad Serena things to dight, 
With thofe brave armours lying on the ground, 
That feem’d the {poile of fome right well renownd: 
Which when that Squire beheld, he to them ftept 
Thinking to take them from that hylding hound ;° 
But he it feeing lightly to him lept, 
And fternely with ftrong hand it from his handling kept. 
DG} 
Gnafhing his grinded teeth with griefly looke, 
And fparkling fire out of his furious eyne, 
Him with his fift unwares on th’ head he {ftrooke, 
That made him downe unto the earth encline ; 
Whence foone upftarting much he gan repine, 
And laying hand upon his wrathfull blade 
Thought therewithall forthwith him to have flaine ; 
Who it perceiving hand upon him layd, 
And greedily him griping his avengement ftayd. 
7 
With that aloude the faire Serena cryde 
Unto the Knight, them to difpart in twaine ; 
Who to them ftepping did them foone divide, 
And did from further violence reftraine, 
Albe the wyld-man hardly would refraine. 
Then gan the Prince of her for to demand 
What and from whence fhe was, and by what traine 
She fell into that falvage villaines hand ? 
And whether free with him the now were, or in band? 


° that hylding hound.| That bafe creature, the wild man. Mr. 
Upton confiders the word as a contraétion of « hinderling,”’ which he 
fays is formed from Aind, a hufbandman’s fervant. However, hilding 
is repeatedly ufed by Shakefpeare as a word of contempt. So in the 
firft part of “ K. Henry IV,” « Some hilding fellow ;” and in many 
other places. Topp. Todd’s reference is miftaken: it is the Second 
part of “< Ke Henry IV.” Avis Se. 1; Shakefpeare applies the word 
“« hilding” to both fexes indifferently ; and Tooke properly derives it 
from A. S. hildan, to crouch or cower. C. 
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28. 
To whom fhe thus: ‘I am, as now ye fee, 
The wretchedft Dame that lives this day on ground ;* 
Who both in minde, the which moft grieveth me, 
And body have receiv’d a mortall wound, 
That hath me driven to this drery ftound. 
I was erewhile the love of Calepine ; 
Who whether he alive be to be found, 
Or by fome deadly chaunce be done to pine® 
Since I him lately loft, uneath is to define. 
29. 
“In falvage forreft I him loft of late, 
Where I had furely long ere this bene dead, 
Or elfe remained in moft wretched ftate, 
Had not this wylde man in that wofull ftead 
Kept and delivered me from deadly dread. 
In fuch a falvage wight, of brutifh kynd, 
Amongft wilde beaftes in defert forrefts bred, 
It is moft ftraunge and wonderfull to fynd 
So milde humanity and perfect gentle mynd. 
20. 
“¢ Let me therefore this favour for him finde, 
That ye will not your wrath upon him wreake, 
Sith he cannot expreffe his fimple minde, 
Ne yours conceive, ne but by tokens fpeake: 
Small praife to prove your powre on wight fo weake.” 
With fuch faire words fhe did their heate affwage, 
And the ftrong courfe of their difpleafure breake, 
That they to pitty turnd their former rage, 
And each fought to fupply the office of her page. 


f that lives this day on ground.] In the 4to. 1596 “ lives” is Ave, 
clearly an error, unlefs we are to underftand doth before Hive. See alfo 
“‘ makes” and make, p. 127. The folios here read “ lives.” C. 

& be done to pine.| Is put to death, ftarved, pined away ; and fo ufed 
by Chaucer. Upron. ‘“ Done to pine” is merely made topine. C. 
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ar: 
So having all things well about her dight, 


She on her way caft forward to proceede, & 
And they her forth conducted, where they might a 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her great neede ; | 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed: 
And eke this Squire, who likewife wounded was 
Of that fame Monfter late, for lacke of heed 
Now gan to faint, and further could not pas 
Through feebleneffe, which all his limbes opprefied has. 
34. 
So forth they rode together all in troupe 
To feeke fome place the which mote yeeld fome eafe 
To thefe ficke twaine, that now began to droupe: 
And all the way the Prince fought to appeafe 
The bitter anguith of their fharpe difeafe 
By all the courteous: meanes he could invent ; 
Somewhile with merry purpofe, fit to pleafe, 
And otherwhile with good encouragement 
To make them to endure the pains did them torment. 


33: 
Mongft which Serena did to him relate 
The foule difcourt’fies and unknightly parts, 
Which Turpine had unto her fhewed late, 
Without compaffion of her cruell fmarts: 
Although Blandina did with all her arts 
Him otherwife perfwade all that fhe might, 
Yet he of malice, without her defarts, 
Not onely her excluded late at night, 
But alfo trayteroufly did wound her weary Knight. 
34: 
Wherewith the Prince fore moved there avoud 
That foone as he returned backe againe, 
He would avenge th’ abufes of that proud 
And fhamefull Knight of whom fhe did complaine. 
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This wize did they each other entertaine 

To paffe the tedious travell of the way, 

Till towards night they came unto a plaine, 

By which a little Hermitage there lay, 

Far from all neighbourhood the which annoy it may. 
35: 

And nigh thereto a little Chappell ftoode, 

Which being all with yvy overfpred 

Deckt all the roofe, and, fhadowing the roode,” 
Seem’d like a grove faire braunched over hed: 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 

In ftreight obfervaunce of religious vow, 

Was wont his howres and holy things to bed ;' 
And therein he likewife was praying now, 
Whenas thefe Knights arriv’d, they wift not where nor how. 
Tee 

They ftayd not there, but ftreight way in did pas: 
Whom when the Hermite prefent faw in place, 
From his devotion ftreight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking off he toward them did pace 
With ftayed fteps and grave befeeming grace: 
For well it feem’d that whilome he had beene 
Some goodly perfon, and of gentle race, 

That could his good to all;* and well did weene 


How each to entertaine with curt’fie well befeene. 


37: 
And foothly it was fayd by common fame, 
So long as age enabled him thereto, 


h and, foadowing the roode.| ‘ Roode,” A. S. rode, is the crofs 
which we muft fuppofe was placed above the entrance to the “little 


hermitage: C. 


1 his howres and holy things to bed.| To fay his prayers at the 


ftated hours of devotion. CxHurcu. To ded is, on account of the 
rhyme, put for to did. Upron. 


manners to all people. 


* That could bis good to all.) That knew and praétifed his good 
A. S. can, /cio, cu%Se, /eivit. Upton. 


That he had bene a man of mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe ; 
But being aged now, and weary to[o] 
Of warres delight and worlds contentious toyle,’ 
The name of knighthood he did difavow ; 
And, hanging up his armes and warlike {poyle, 
From all this worlds incombraunce did himfelfe affoyle. 
38. 
He thence them led into his Hermitage, 
Letting their fteedes to graze upon the greene. 
Small was his houfe, and like a little cage, 
For his owne turne, yet inly neate and clene, 
Deckt with greene boughes and flowers gay befeene: 
Therein he them full faire did entertaine 
Not with fuch forged fhowes, as fitter beene 
For courting fooles that curtefies would faine, 
But with entire affection and appearaunce plaine. 
39: 
Yet was their fare but homely, fuch as hee 
Did ufe his feeble body to fuftaine, 
The which full gladly they did take in pleewm 
Such as it was, ne did of want complaine, 
But being well fuffiz’d them refted faine. 
But fair Serene all night could take no reft, 
Ne yet that gentle Squire, for grievous paine 
Of their late woundes, the which the Blatant Beaft 
Had given them, whofe griefe through fuffraunce fore 
increaft. 


* Of warres delight and worlds contentious toyle.| We do not, of 
courfe, adopt the change; but Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, 
converted ‘* delight” into debate. War may very truly be faid to have 
been the “ delight” of knighthood. C. 


™ they did take in glee.| So the poet’s own edition reads: the folios 


read “in gree,” which might be defended. Topp. See the expreflion 
“to take it well in gree,” vol. iii. p. 399. C. 
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AO. 
So all that night they paft in great difeafe, 
Till that the morning, bringing earely light 
To guide mens labours, brought them alfo eafe, 
And fome aflwagement of their painefull plight. 
Then up they rofe, and gan them {elves to dight 
Unto their journey; but that Squire and Dame 
So faint and feeble were, that they ne might 
Endure to travell, nor one foote to frame: 
Their hearts were ficke ; their fides were fore ; their feete 
were lame. 
Ale 
Therefore the Prince, whom great affaires in mynd 
Would not permit to make there lenger ftay, 
Was forced there to leave them both behynd 
In that good Hermits charge; whom he did pray 
To tend them well. So forth he went his way, 
And with him eke the falvage, that whyleare 
Seeing his royall ufage and array 
Was greatly growne in love of that brave pere, 


Would needes depart; as fhall declared be elfewhere. 
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The Hermite heales both Squire and dame 
Of their fore maladies : 
He Turpine doth defeate,* and fhame 


For his late villanies. 


I. 
40 wound, which warlike hand of enemy 
Inflicts with dint of fword, fo fore doth 
light 
As doth the poyfnous fting, which infamy 
Infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
For, by no art, nor any leaches might, 
It ever can recured be againe ; 
Ne all the fkill, which that immortall {pright 
Of Podalyrius did in it retaine,” 
Can remedy fuch hurts: fuch hurts are hellith paine. 
2. 
Such were the wounds the which that Blatant Beaft 
Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame; 


And, being fuch, were now much more increaft 


* He Turpine doth defeate.] Soall the editions. He, (not the Her- 
mit, as the conftruction feems to imply, but) Prince Arthur, mentioned 
in the clofe of the laft Canto. CHurcn. 

> Of Podalyrius did in it retaine.] Podaleirius, the brother of Ma- 
chaon, who was the phyfician of the Greeks before Troy. His brother 
was equally fkilled in furgery and medicine: Hom. II. A. 832. C. 
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For want of taking heede unto the fame, 
That now corrupt and cureleffe they became : 
Howbe that carefull Hermite did his beft, 
With many kindes of medicines meete, to tame 
The poyfnous humour which did moft infeft 
Their ranckling wounds, and every day them duely 
dreft. 
3: 
For he right well in Leaches craft was feene ; 
And through the long experience of his dayes, 
Which had in many fortunes toffed beene 
And paft through many perillous aflayes, 
He knew the diverfe went° of mortall wayes, 
And in the mindes of men had great infight ; 
Which with fage counfell, when they went aftray, 
He could enforme, and them reduce aright, 
And all the paffions heale which wound the weaker 
{pright. 
4. 
For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight, 
As any one that lived in his daies, 
And proved oft in many perillous fight, 
Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies,° 
And in all battels bore away the baies: 
But being now attacht with timely age, 
And weary of this worlds unquiet waies, 
He tooke him felfe unto this Hermitage, 
In which he liv’d alone, like careleffe bird in cage. 


© He knew the diverfe went.| We have feen * went” for way or 
journey in the laft St. of B.iv. C. v3 vol. iii. p.175. Church renders 
the word turnings and windings ; butit rather here means “ the diverfe 
courfe” of mortal ways. See alfo vol. iii. p.120. CC. 

4 Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies.] Editions after the 
earlieft read, “In which,” &c. ‘Todd alfo abandoned the original text, 
from which there can be no reafon for varying: the Hermit won grace 


and glory of many a perilous fight. C. 
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One day, as he was fearching of their wounds, 

He found that they had feftred privily ; 

And ranckling inward with unruly ftounds, 

The inner parts now gan to putrify, 

That quite they feem’d paft helpe of furgery ; 

And rather needed to be difciplinde 

With holefome reede of fad fobriety, 

To rule the ftubborne rage of paffion blinde: 

Give falves to every fore, but counfell to the minde.° 
6. 

So, taking them apart into his cell, 

He to that point fit {peaches gan to frame, 

As he the art of words knew wondrous well, 

And eke could doe as well as fay the fame; 

And thus he to them fayd: ‘ Faire daughter Dame, 
And you, faire Sonne, which here thus long now lie 
In piteous languor fince ye hither came, 

In vaine of me ye hope for remedie, 

And I likewife in vaine doe falves to you applie: 


af 

‘For in your felfe your onely helpe doth lie 

To heale your felves, and muft proceed alone 

From your owne will to cure your maladie. 

Who can him cure that will be cur’d of none? 

If therefore health ye feeke, obferve this one: 

Firft learne your outward fenfes to refraine 

From things that ftirre up fraile affection ; | 

Your eles, your eares, your tongue, your talke re- 
{traine | 


From that they moft affect, and in due termes containe. 


an axiom in Italic type. 


not told us. 


° but counfell to the minde.| Here again Todd thought fit to print 
Spenfer left the truth to its own enforcement, 
and why ‘Todd did otherwife in fome places and not in others, he has 
He obferved no confiftency in this and fome other re- 
{pects : we follow the original edition. C. 
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8. 

‘For from thofe outward fences, ill affected, 
The feede of all this evill firft doth fpring, 
Which at the firft, before it had infected, 
Mote eafie be fuppreft with little thing ; 

But being growen ftrong it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and anguifh, and impatient paine, 
In th’ inner parts; and laftly, fcattering 
Contagious poyfon clofe through every vaine, 
It never refts till it have wrought his finall bane. 
g. 

‘For that beaftes teeth, which wounded you tofore, 

Are fo exceeding venemous and keene, 

Made all of rufty yron ranckling fore, 

That where they bite it booteth not to weene 

With falve, or antidote, or other mene, 

It ever to amend: ne marvaile ought, 

For that fame beaft was bred of hellifh ftrene,' 

And long in darkfome Stygian den upbrought, 
Begot of foule Echidna, as in bookes is taught.® 


IO. 
<¢ Echidna is a Monfter direfull dred, 
Whom Gods doe hate, and heavens abhor to fee ; 
So hideous 1s her fhape, fo huge her hed, 
That even the hellith fiends affrighted bee" 
At fight thereof, and from her prefence flee : 
Yet did her face and former parts profeffe 


' was bred of hellifb firene.| i.¢. firain, as indeed Spenfer elfewhere 
fpells it (B. iv. C. viii. St. 335 vol. ili. p. 222), when not under the 
compulfion of the rhyme. Strain” is race, or ffock. C. 

& as in bookes is taught.| What books are thefe? not the books of 
Hefiod concerning the generation of gods and monfters; for Spenfer 
departs in many circumftances from Hefiod, and has a mythology of his 
own. Upron. 

h That even the hellifh fiends affrighted bee.| So Virgil:— 

“* Odit et ipfe pater Pluto, odere forores.” Upron. 
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A faire young Mayden, full of comely glee ; 
But all her hinder parts did plaine expreffe 
A monftrous Dragon, full of fearefull uglineffe. 
UT. 
*¢’'To her the Gods, for her fo dreadfull face, 
In fearefull darkneffe, furtheft from the {kie 
And from the earth, appointed have her place 
Mongft rocks and caves, where the enrold doth lie 
In hideous horrour and obfcurity, 
Watting the ftrength of her immortal] age : 
There did Typhaon with her company ; 
Cruell Typhaon,' whofe tempeftuous rage 
Makes th’ heavens tremble oft, and him with vowes 
aflwage. 
12. 
“ Of that commixtion they did then beget 
This hellifh Dog, that hight the Blatant Beat ; 
A wicked Montfter, that his tongue doth whet 
Gaintt all, both good and bad, both moft and leatt, 
And pours his poyfnous gall forth to infeft 
The nobleft wights with notable defame: 
Ne ever Knight that bore fo lofty creaft, 
Ne ever Lady of fo honeft name, 
But he them fpotted with reproch, or fecrete fhame. 
13. 
‘“‘ In vaine therefore it were with medicine 
To goe about to falve fuch kynd of fore, 
That rather needes wife read and difcipline, 
Then outward falves that may augment it more.” 


' Cruell Typhaon.] Concerning this crue/ Typhaon, Typheus, or 
Lyphon, confult Hyginus, Fab. 152, and Virgil, Ain. ix. 716. Whofe 
tempefiuous rage makes the heavens tremble, viz. by flinging up burning 
rocks and fire and {moke from Mount Etna, or Inarime, under which he 
is buried: and makes them affwage him by vows ; defiring the enormous 
giant to ceafe his rage. Upron. ‘ Makes” is make in the original 
edition, and might be right, if we underftood doth before it. C. 
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« Aye me!” (fayd then Serena, fighing fore) 
<¢ What hope of helpe doth then for us remaine, 
If that no falves may us to health reftore?” 
«But fith we need good counfell,” (fayd the {waine) 
«¢ Aread, good Sire, fome counfell that may us fuftaine.” 
T4. 
“‘ The beft” (fayd he) “ that I can you advize, 
Is to avoide the occafion of the ill: 
For when the caufe, whence evill doth arize, 
Removed is, th’ effect furceafeth full. 
Abftaine from pleafure, and reftraine your will ; 
Subdue defire, and bridle loofe delight ; 
Ute {canted diet, and forbeare your fill ; 
Shun fecrefie, and talke in open fight: 
So fhall you foone repaire your prefent evill plight.” 
Ti 
Thus having fayd, his fickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his grave beheaft, 
And kept fo well his wife commaundements, 
li That in fhort fpace their malady was ceaft, 
And eke the biting of that harmefull Beaft 
Was throughly heal’d. Tho, when they did perceave 
Their wounds recur’d, and forces reincreatft, 
Of that good Hermite both they tooke their leave, 
And went both on their way, ne ech would other leave: 
16. 
But each the ether vow’d t? accompany: 
The Lady, for that fhe was much in dred, 
Now left alone in great extremity ; 
The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 
Would not her leave alone in her great need. 
So both together traveld, till they met 
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed, 
Upon a mangy jade unmeetely fet, 
And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and wet. 


© .6% THE FAERIE QUEENE. 129 


its 
But by what meanes that fhame to her befell, 
And how thereof her felfe the did acquite, 
I muft a while forbeare to you to tell ; 
Tull that, as comes by courfe, I doe recite 
What fortune to the Briton Prince did lite, 
Purfuing that proud Knight, the which whileare 
Wrought to Sir Calepine* fo foule defpicht ; 
And eke his Lady, though the fickely were, 
So lewdly had abufde, as ye did lately heare. 
ho. 
The Prince, according to the former token 
Which faire Serene to him delivered had, 
Purfu’d him ftreight; in mynd to bene ywroken 
Of all the vile demeane and ufage bad, 
With which he had thofe two fo ill beftad : 
Ne wight with him on that adventure went, 
But that wylde man; whom though he oft forbad, 
Yet for no bidding, nor for being fhent,} 
Would he reftrayned be from his attendement. 
Ig. 
Arriving there, as did by chaunce befall, 
He found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode, 
Ne ftayd, till that he came into the hall; 
Where foft difmounting, like a weary lode, 
Upon the ground with feeble feete he trode, 


« Wrought to Sir Calepine.] This is Hughes’s emendation, which 
Mr. Church rightly follows, and Mr. Upton admits to be the true read- 
ing. ‘The reft follow the apparent error of the firft edition, Calidore. 
Topp. ‘There can be no hefitation in fubftituting « Calepine” for Ca- 
4idore s and in his copy of the folio 1611 Drayton noted the overfight 
and correéted it. C. 

' nor for being fbent.] We have had this verb feveral times before: 
it often only means to rebuke, to reprove, as here and in vol. i. D197; 
and vol. ii. p. 1603 but it is fometimes to be received in the fenfe of to 
difgrace, to difbonour, as in vol. ii. pp. 220, 421. See alfo Sts. 33 and 
44 of this Canto. C. 
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As he unable were for very neede 
To move one foote, but there muft make abode: 
The whiles the falvage man did take his fteede, 


And in fome ftable neare did fet him up to feede. 


20. 


Ere long to him a homely groome there came, 


That in rude wife him afked, what he was 

That durft fo boldly, without let or fhame, 

Into his Lords forbidden hall to paffe? 

To whom the Prince, him fayning to embafe, 
Mylde anfwer made, he was an errant Knight, 
The which was fall’n into this feeble cafe 
Through many wounds, which lately he in fight 


Received had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight. 


Dig Vs 


But he, the more outrageous and bold, 


Sternely did bid him quickely thence avaunt, 

Or deare aby; for why™ his Lord of old 

Did hate all errant Knights which there did haunt, 
Ne lodging would to any of them graunt ; 

And therefore lightly bad him packe away, 

Not fparing him with bitter words to taunt, 

And therewithall rude hand on him did lay, 


To thruft him out of dore doing his worft affay. 


ies 


Which when the Salvage, comming now in place, 


Beheld, eftfoones he all enraged grew, 

And, running ftreight upon that villaine bafe, 
Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew, 

And with his teeth and nailes, in prefent vew, 
Him rudely rent and all to peeces tore ; 


™ Or deare aby; for why.| Here again Todd and others placed a 


note of interrogation after ‘* for why,” as if it were a queftion: Spen- 
fer did not do fo, knowing that ‘* for why” was only another mode of 
exprefling ecaufe: ‘* for why” is for this reafon. C. 
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So miferably him all helpeleffe flew, 
That with the noife, whileft he did loudly rore, 
The people of the houfe rofe forth in great uprore. 
29 
Who when on ground they faw their fellow flaine, 
And that fame Knight and Salvage ftanding by, 
Upon them two they fell with might and maine, 
And on them layd fo huge and horribly, 
As if they would have flaine them prefently : 
But the bold Prince defended him fo well, 
And their affault withftood fo mightily, 
That, maugre all their might, he did repell 


And beat them back, whileft many underneath him fell. 


24. 

Yet he them ftill fo fharpely did purfew, 

That few of them he left alive, which fled 

Thofe evill tidings to their Lord to fhew: 

Who, hearing how his people badly f{ped, 

Came forth in haft; where when as with the dead 

He faw the ground all ftrow’d, and that fame Knight 

And falvage with their bloud frefh fteeming red, 

He woxe nigh mad with wrath and fell defpight, 
And with reprochfull words him thus befpake on hight. 
ay 

“‘ Art thou he, traytor, that with treafon vile 
Haft flaine my men in this unmanly maner, 
And now triumpheft in the piteous fpoile 
Of thefe poore folk, whofe foules with black difhonor 
And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy baner ? 
The meede whereof fhall fhortly be thy thame, 
And wretched end which {till attendeth on her.” 
With that him felfe to battell he did frame; 
So did his forty yeomen, which there with him came. 
26. 
With dreadfull force they all did him affaile, 


orp TD 
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And round about with boyftrous ftrokes oppreffe, 
That on his fhield did rattle like to haile 
In a great tempeft ; that in fuch diftreffe 
He wift not to which fide him to addreffe : 
And evermore that craven cowherd Knight” 
Was at his backe with heartleffe heedineffe, 
Wayting if he unwares him murther might ; 
For cowardize doth ftill in villany delight. 
2 
Whereof whenas the Prince was well aware, 
He to him turnd with furious intent, 
And him againft his powre gan to prepare ; 
Like a fierce Bull, that being bufie bent 
To fight with many foes about him ment,° 
Feeling fome curre behinde his heeles to bite, 
Turnes him about with fell avengement : 
So likewife turnde the Prince upon the Knight, 
And layd at him amaine with all his will and might. 
20: 
Who, when he once his dreadfull ftrokes had tafted, 
Durft not the furie of his force abyde, 
But turn’d abacke, and to retyre him hafted 
Through the thick preafe, there thinking him to hyde: 
But, when the Prince had once him plainely eyde, 


n And evermore that craven cowherd Knight.| 'Todd has a long 
Jegal note upon the word ‘* craven;” but the whole gift of it is con- 
tained in the following brief extraét from Lord Campbell’s Letter 
on ‘* Shakefpeare’s Legal Acquirements,” 8vo. 1859, p. 55. ‘* All 
lawyers know craven to be the word fpoken by a champion who ac- 
knowledged that he was beaten, and declared that he would fight no 
more :—-whereupon judgment was immediately given againft the fide 
which he fupported, and he bore the infamous name of craven for the 
reft of his days.” ‘Tooke plaufibly contended that a craven was fo 
called becaufe he had craved, or craven, his life of his antagonift. C. 

° many foes about bim ment.} About him mingled, or mixed in con- 
fufion: it is {pelt in the fame way in vol. 1. p. 197, and ‘* meint” in the 
fame Vol. p..132, Ci 
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He foot by foot him followed alway, 
Ne would him fuffer once to fhrinke afyde, a 
But joyning clofe huge lode at him did lay ; ee 
Who flying ftill did ward, and warding fly away. Ee 
29. 
But, when his foe he ftill fo eager faw, 
Unto his heeles himfelfe he did betake, 
Hoping unto fome refuge to withdraw : 
Ne would the Prince him ever foot forfake 
Where fo he went, but after him did make. 
He fled from roome to roome, from place to place, 
Whyleft every joynt for dread of death did quake, 
Still looking after him that did him chace, 
That made him evermore increafe his {peedie pace. 
RO: 
At laft he up into the chamber came 
Whereas his love was fitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There did the Prince him overtake anone, 
Crying in vaine to her him to bemone; 
And with his fword him on the head did {myte, 
That to the ground he fell in fenfeleffe fwone : 
Yet whether thwart or flatly it did lyte, 
The tempred fteele did not into his braynepan byte. 
Re 
Which when the Ladie faw, with great affright 
She ftarting up began to fhrieke aloud ; 
And with her garment covering him from fight, 
Seem’d under her protection him to fhroud; 
And falling lowly at his feet her bowd 
Upon her knee, intreating him for grace, 
And often him befought, and prayd, and vowd, 
That with the ruth of her fo wretched cafe, 
He ftayd his fecond ftrooke, and did his hand abafe. 
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Dy 

Her weed fhe then withdrawing did him difcover ; 
Who now come to himfelfe yet would not rize, 
But ftill did lie as dead, and quake, and quiver, 
That even the Prince his bafeneffe did defpize ; 
And eke his Dame, him feeing in fuch guize, 

Gan him recomfort and from ground to reare: 
Who rifing up at laft in ghaftly wize, 

Like troubled ghoft, did dreadfully appeare, 

As one that had no life him left through former feare. 


33 
Whom when the Prince fo deadly faw difmayd, 
He for fuch bafeneffe fhamefully him fhent, 
And with fharpe words did bitterly upbrayd: 
“« Vile cowheard dogge! now doe I much repent, 
That ever I this life unto thee lent, 
Whereof thou, caytive, fo unworthie art, 
That both thy love, for lacke of hardiment, 
And eke thy felfe, for want of manly hart, 
And eke all knights haft fhamed with this knightleffe part. 
34: 
“* Yet further haft thou heaped fhame to fhame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard feare : 
For firft, it was to thee reprochfull blame 
To erect this wicked cuftome, which I heare 
Gainft errant Knights and Ladies thou doft reare ; 
Whom when thou mayft thou doft of arms defpoile, 
Or of their upper garment which they weare ; 
Yet doeft thou not with manhood, but with.guile, 
Maintaine this evil ufe, thy foes thereby to foile. 
356 
‘* And laftly, in approvance of thy wrong, 
To fhew fuch faintnefle and foule cowardize 
Is greateft fhame ; for oft it falles, that ftrong 
And valiant Knights doe rafhly enterprize 
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Either for fame, or elfe for exercize, 
A wrongfull quarrell to maintaine by fight ;” 
Yet have through proweffe and their brave emprize 
Gotten great worfhip in this worldes fight : 
For greater force there needs to maintaine wrong then 
right. 
Ao. 

“Yet, fince thy life unto this Ladie fayre 
I given have, live in reproch and f{corne, 

Ne ever armes ne ever knighthood dare 

Hence to profeffe; for fhame is to adorne 

With fo brave badges one fo bafely borne: 

But onely breath, fith that I did forgive.” 

So having from his craven bodie torne 

Thofe goodly armes, he them away did give, 
And onely fuffred him this wretched life to live. 

37: 

There whileft he thus was fetling things above 
Atwene that Ladie myld and recreant knight, 
To whom his life he graunted for her love, 
He gan bethinke him in what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that falvage wight 
Amongft fo many foes, whom fure he thought 
By this quite flaine in fo unequall fight : 
Therefore defcending backe in hafte he fought 

If yet he were alive, or to deftruction brought. 

38. 

There he him found environed about 
With flaughtred bodies which his hand had flaine, 
And laying yet a frefh with courage ftout 
Upon the reft that did alive remaine ; 


P to maintaine by fight.] So the firit folio correéted it; the poet’s 
own edition reading right. ‘Topp. Might would anfwer the purpofe 
as well as *‘ fight;” but we are bound to accept the correction of the 
folios 1609 and 1611. Right is clearly an error. C. 


Hei tis 
ine 
S459 


—E 


Sagat 


ja REE ate ER SRR 
pire ich reel h ah “ta 
m Te eS 


ae 


— 


136 THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


Whom he likewife right forely did conftraine, 
Like fcattred fheepe, to feeke for fafetie,? 
After he gotten had with bufie paine 
Some of their weapons which thereby did lie, 
With which he layd about, and made them faft to flie. 


39- 

Whom when the Prince fo felly faw to rage, 
Approching to him neare, his hand he ftayd, 
And fought by making fignes him to affwage ; 
Who them perceiving ftreight to him obayd, 

As to his Lord, and downe his weapons layd, 
As if he long had to his heafts bene trayned. 
Thence he him brought away, and up convayd 
Into the chamber, where that Dame remayned 
With her unworthy knight, who ill him entertayned. 
HO: 
Whom when the Salvage faw from daunger free, 
Sitting befide his Ladie there at eafe, 
He well remembred that the fame was hee, 
[| Which lately fought his Lord for to difpleafe : 
Tho all in rage he on him ftreight did feaze, 
As if he would in peeces him have rent ; 
And, were not that the Prince did him appeaze, 
He had not left one limbe of him unrent : 
But ftreight he held his hand at his commaundement. 
Al; 

Thus having all things well in peace ordayned, 
The Prince himfelfe there all that night did reft ; 
Where him Blandina fayrely entertayned 
With all the courteous glee and goodly feaft 
The which for him fhe could imagine beft : 


1 Like fcattred foeepe, to fecke for fafetie.] ‘* Safety” is one of the 
words which our old poets fometimes, as here, employed as three fyl- 
lables, and at other times as two. Of this circumftance we have had 
previous examples in Spenfer. C. 
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For well fhe knew the wayes to win good will 
Of every wight, that were not too infett ; 
And how to pleafe the minds of good and ill, 
Through tempering of her words and lookes by won- 
drous fkill. 

42. 
Yet were her words and lookes but falfe and fayned, 
To fome hid end to make more eafie way, 
Or to allure fuch fondlings whom fhe trayned 
Into her trap unto their owne decay: 
Thereto, when needed, fhe could weepe and pray, 
And when her lifted fhe could fawne and flatter ; 
Now {myling {moothly, like to fommers day, 
Now glooming fadly, fo to cloke her matter ; 


Yet were her words but wynd, and all her teares but water. 


43- 

Whether fuch grace were given her by kynd, 

As women wont their guilefull wits to guyde, 

Or learnd the art to pleafe, I doe not fynd: 

This well I wote, that the fo well applyde 

Her pleafing tongue, that foone fhe pacifyde 

The wrathfull Prince, and wrought her hufbands peace: 
Who natheleffe not therewith fatisfyde, 

Fis rancorous defpight did not releaffe, 

Ne fecretly from thought of fell revenge {urceafle : 


44. 
For all that night, the whyles the Prince did reft 
In careleffe couch, not weeting what was ment, 
He watcht in clofe awayt with weapons prett, 
Willing to worke his villenous intent 
On him that had fo fhamefully him thent: 
Yet durft he not for very cowardize 
Effect the fame, whyleft all the night was {pent. 
The morrow next the Prince did early rize, 


And paffed forth to follow his firtt enterprize. 


ed, 
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Turpine is baffuld; his two knights 
doe gaine their treafons meed : 
Fayre Mirabellaes punifhment 
for Loves difdaine decreed. 


I. 
IKE as the gentle hart it felfe bewrayes 
> In doing gentle deedes with franke de- 
light, 
Even fo the bafer mind it felfe difplayes 
In cancred malice and revengefull {pight: 
For to maligne, t’ envie, t’ ufe fhifting flight, 
Be arguments of a vile donghill mind ;* 
Which, what it dare not doe by open might, 
To worke by wicked treafon wayes doth find, 
By fuch difcourteous deeds difcovering his bafe kind. 
2. 
That well appears in this difcourteous knight, 


* a vile donghill mind.] Ue ules the fame phrafe, F. Q. iii. x. 15 
[vol. iii. p. 25]. So likewife in « An Hymne [in honour of] Love :”— 
“« His dunghill thoughts which do themfelves enure 
<* ‘To durtie drofle—” | 
And in “ Tears of the Mufes” [Erato] :— 
** Ne ever dare their dunghill thoughts afpire.” 
And fo Chaucer, ‘* Affembly of Fowles :”— 
“« Now fie churle (quoth the gentle Tercelet) 
** Out of the dunghill came that word aright.” T. Warton. 
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The coward Turpine, whereof now I treat : 
Who notwithftanding that in former fight 

He of the Prince his life received late, 

Yet in his mind, malitious and ingrate, 

He gan devize to be aveng’d anew 

For all that fhame, which kindled inward hate : 
Therefore, fo foone as he was out of vew, 
Himfelfe in haft he arm’d, and did him faft purfew. 
ce 

Well did he trac his fteps as he did ryde, 

Yet would not neare approch in daungers eye, 
But kept aloofe for dread to be defcryde, 

Untill fit time and place he mote efpy, 

Where he mote worke him {cath and villeny. 

At laft he met two knights to him unknowne, 
The which were armed both agreeably, 

And both combynd, whatever chaunce were blowne 
Betwixt them to divide, and each to make his owne. 
Pri 

To whom falfe Turpine comming courteoufly, 

To cloke the mifchiefe which he inly ment, 

Gan to complaine of great difcourtefie, 

Which a ftraunge knight, that neare afore him went, 
Had doen to him, and his deare Ladie fhent: 
Which if they would afford him ayde at need 
For to avenge in time convenient, 

They fhould accomplifh both a knightly deed, 
And for their paines obtaine of him a goodly meed. 


The knights beleev’d that all he fayd was trew ; 
And being frefh and full of youthly fpright, 
Were glad to heare of that adventure new, 

In which they mote make triall of their might 
Which never yet they had approv’d in fight, 
And eke defirous of the offred meed: 


von 
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Said then the one of them; ‘‘ Where is that wight, 
The which hath doen to thee this wrongfull deed, 
That we may it avenge, and punifh him with fpeed?” 

6. 
“‘ He rides” (faid Turpine) ‘ there not farre afore, 
With a wyld man foft footing by his fyde ;> 
That, if ye lift to hafte a litle more, 
Ye may him overtake in timely tyde.” 
Eftfoones they pricked forth with forward pryde, 
And ere that litle while they ridden had, 
The gentle Prince not farre away they fpyde, 
Ryding a foftly pace with portance fad, 
Devizing of his love more then of daunger drad. 
7. 
Then one of them aloud unto him cryde, 
Bidding him turne againe; “ Falfe traytour knight! 
Foule womanwronger !”—for he him defyde. 
With that they both at once with equall {pight 
Did bend their fpeares, and both with equall might 
Againft him ran ; but th’ one did miffe his marke, 
And being carried with his force forthright 
Glaunft {wiftly by; like to that heavenly fparke, 
Which glyding through the ayre lights all the heavens 
darke. 
Sh 
But th’ other, ayming better, did him {mite 
Full in the fhield with fo impetuous powre, 
That all his launce in peeces fhivered quite, 
And {cattered all about fell on the flowre: 
But the ftout Prince, with much more fteddy ftowre, 


> With a wyld man foft footing by his Jyde.| We do not here vary 
from the old text, becaufe ‘ foft footing” is not only intelligible but 
highly appropriate: neverthelefs Drayton, in his folio 1611, has ** fa/? 
footing,” and the error was undoubtedly eafy to be committed. We 
have had the fame expreflion on p. 85 of this vol. C. 


ee. 


Full on his bever did him ftrike fo fore, 

That the cold fteele, through piercing, did devowre 

His vitall breath, and to the ground him bore, 
Where ftill he bathed lay in his owne bloody gore. 


9- | 
As when a caft of Faulcons® make their flight 
At an Hernefhaw, that lyes aloft on wing, 
The whyles they ftrike at him with heedleffe might, 
The warie foule his bill doth backward wring ; 
On which the firft, whofe force her firft doth bring, 
Fer felfe quite through the bodie doth engore, 
And falleth downe to ground like fenfeleffe thing ; 
But th’ other, not fo fwift as the before, 
Fayles of her foufe, and paffing by doth hurt no more. 
10. 
By this the other, which was paffed by, 
Himfelfe recovering was return’d to fight, 
Where when he faw his fellow lifeleffe ly, 
He much was daunted with fo difmal fight ; 
Yet nought abating of his former {pight, 
Let drive at him with fo malitious mynd, 
As if he would have paffed through him quight ; 
But the fteele-head no ftedfaft hold could fynd, 
But glauncing by deceiv’d him of that he defynd. 
Ut 
Not fo the Prince; for his well learned {peare 
Tooke furer hould, and from his horfes backe 
Above a Jaunces length him forth did beare, 
And gainft the cold hard earth fo fore him ftrake, 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. 


Te 

© As when a caft of Faulcons.| A “ caft” of falcons is a couple of 
hawks. Cuurcu. So Sidney, in his ** Arcadia,” p- 108—* A caf? of 
merlins.” Upron. In Middleton’s «* Michaelmas Term,” A. ii. Sc. a; 
we have “a cait of manchets,” meaning two fmall loaves; and in his 
“ Spanifh Gipfy,” A. ii. Sc. 2, “a caft of hawks,”? which Nares, appa- 
rently not underftanding, calls ** a flight of hawks.” C. 
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Where feeing him fo lie, he left his fteed, 
And to him leaping vengeance thought to take 
Of him for all his former follies meed, 
With flaming {word in hand his terror more to breed. 
12. 
The fearfull fwayne beholding death fo nie 
Cryde out aloud for mercie, him to fave ; 
In lieu whereof he would to him defcrie 
Great treafon to him meant, his life to reave. 
The Prince foone hearkned, and his life forgave. 
Then thus faid he: ‘ There is a ftraunger knight, 
The which, for promife of great meed, us drave 
To this attempt to wreake his hid defpight, 
For that himfelfe thereto did want fufficient might.” 
nf 
The Prince much mufed at fuch villenie, 
And fayd: ‘* Now fure ye well have earn’d your meed; 
For th’ one is dead, and th’ other foone fhall die, 
Unleffe to me thou hither bring with fpeed 
The wretch that hyr’d you to this wicked deed.” 
He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 
The guilt on him which did this mifchiefe breed, 
Swore by his fword, that neither day nor weeke 
He would furceaffe, but him where fo he were would 
feeke. 
4 
So up he rofe, and forth ftreightway he went 
Backe to the place where Turpine late he lore ;4 
There he him found in great aftonifhment, 
To fee him fo bedight with bloodie gore, 
And griefly wounds that him appalled fore ; 
Yet thus at length he faid: ‘ How now, Sir knight, 


“ where Turpine late be lore.| i.e. late he /eft, or, more ftridlly, 
hifi AS weoran, to lole vC. 
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What meaneth this which here I fee before? 
How fortuneth this foule uncomely plight, 
So different from that which earft ye feem’d in fight 2” 
U5 
“« Perdie,” (faid he) « in evill houre it fell, 
That ever I for meed did undertake 
So hard a tafke as life for hyre to fell; 
The which I earft adventur’d for your fake: 
Witneffe the wounds, and this wide bloudie lake, 
Which ye may fee yet all about me fteeme. 
Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promife make, 
My due reward, the which right well I deeme 
I yearned have,* that life fo dearely did redeeme.” 
16. 
‘« But where then is” (quoth he halfe wrothfully) 
‘* Where is the bootie, which therefore I bought, 
That curfed caytive, my ftrong enemy, 
That recreant knight, whofe hated life I fought ? 
And where is eke your friend which halfe it ought ?”! 
‘“‘ He lyes” (faid he) ‘upon the cold bare ground, 
Slayne of that errant knight with whom he fought ; 
Whom afterwards my felfe with many a wound 
Did flay againe, as ye may fee there in the ftound.” 
17. 
Thereof falfe Turpin was full glad and faine, 
And needs with him ftreight to the place would ryde, 
Where he himfelfe might fee his foeman flaine ; 
For elfe his feare could not be fatisfyde. 


© I yearned have.| I have gained or deferved. Topp. To earn is 
ftill pronounced year in the provinces; and fee vol. ii. p. 141, the 
note upon the expreflion *¢ ftill did erne,”” where “erne” means long 
for. The words, if not the fame, which feems probable, were frequently 
confounded both by writers and fpeakers, C. 

f which halfe it ought.| Owned, hada right to. CuHurcu. In vol. 
1. p. 240 we have ‘‘ ought” ufed exaétly in the fame way ; and in vol. 
li. pp. 231, 353, “* ought” is put for owed. C., 
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So as they rode he faw the way all dyde 
With ftreames of bloud ; which tracting by the traile, 
Ere long they came, whereas in evill tyde® 
That other fwayne, like afhes deadly pale, 
Lay in the lap of death, rewing his wretched bale. 
18. 
Much did the Craven feeme to mone his cafe, 
That for his fake his deare life had forgone ; 
And him bewayling with affection bafe, 
Did counterfeit kind pittie where was none: 
For wheres no courage, theres no ruth nor mone." 
Thence pafling forth, not farre away he found 
Whereas the Prince himfelfe lay all alone, 
Loofely difplayd upon the graffie ground, 
Pofleffed of {weete fleepe that luld him foft in fwound. 
19. 
Wearte of travell in his net fight, 
He there in fhade himfelfe had layd to reft, 
Having his armes and warlike things undight, 
Feareleffe of foes that mote his peace molett ; 
The whyles his falvage page, that wont be preft,' 


Was wandred in the wood another way, 


& whereas in evill tyde.| Todd printed ** whenas” for whereas, 
and mifled all who have followed his text—not Prof. Child in his edit. 
Bofton, 1855.  C. 

" For wheres no courage, theres no ruth nor mone.| This is Chau- 
cer’s frequent obfervation, “« Kn. Tale,” ver. 1763 :— 

‘* For pite renneth fone in gentil hert.” 
Again, “* Squ. Tale,” ver. 499 :— 
«That pite rennith fone in gentil hert.” 
Again, ** Merch. Tale,” ver. 1502 -— 
** Lo! pite rennith fone in gentil hert.” Uvpron. 

1 that wont be preft.| That was accuftomed to be ready. Warton 
here collected many inftances where the word “ preft” occurs in old 
poets, from Chaucer downwards: we have already had it repeatedly in 
Spenfer, and in fome cafes we have thought an additional note needlefs, 
after what is faid in vol. ii. p. 226. It is from the Fr. pré¢ (or as it was 
anciently fpelt, pre/?), and it means ready, (‘ preft” is a loan of ready 
money) and is not an abbreviation of prefent. C. 
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To doe fome thing that feemed to him bet : 
The whyles his Lord in filver flomber lay, 
Like to the Evening ftarre adorn’d with deawy ray. 
20. 
Whom when as Turpin faw fo loofely layd, 
He weened well that he in deed was dead, 
Like as that other knight to him had fayd ; 
But, when he nigh approcht, he mote aread 
Plaine fignes in him of life and livelihead - 
Whereat much griev’d againft that ftraunger knight, 
That him too light of credence did miflead, 
He would have backe retyred from that fight, 
That was to him on earth the deadliett defpight. 
21. 
But that fame knight would not once let him ftat te 
But plainely gan to him declare the cafe 
Of all his mifchiefe and late luckleffe {mart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
Were vanquifhed, and put to foule difgrace ; 
And how that he, in lieu of life him lent, 
Had vow’d unto the vi@or him to trace 
And follow through the world where fo he went, 
Till that he him delivered to his punifhment. 
22. 
He, therewith much abafhed and affrayd, 
Began to tremble every limbe and vaine; 
And foftly whifpering him entyrely prayd 
T° advize him better then by fuch a traine 
Him to betray unto a ftraunger fwaine: 
Yet rather counfeld him contrary wize, 
Sith he likewife did wrong by him fuftaine, 
To joyne with him and vengeance to devize, 
Whyleft time did offer meanes him fleeping to {urprize. 
29% 
Natheleffe, for all his fpeach the gentle knight 
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Would not be tempted to fuch villenie, 
Regarding more his faith which he did plight, 
All were it to his mortall enemie, 

Then to entrap him by falfe treacherie : 
Great fhame in lieges blood to be embrew’d! 
Thus whyleft they were debating diverflie, 
The Salvage forth out of the wood iffew’d 


Backe to the place, whereas his Lord he fleeping vew’d. 


24. 


There when he faw thofe two fo neare him ftand, 


He doubted much what mote their meaning bee; 
And throwing downe his load out of his hand, 
To weet, great ftore of forreft frute which hee 
Had for his food late gathered from the tree, 
Himfelfe unto his weapon he betooke, 

That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 

Rent by the root; which he fo fternely fhooke, 


That like an hazell wand it quivered and quooke. 


oc 


Whereat the Prince awaking, when he {pyde 


The traytour Turpin with that other knight, 
He ftarted up; and fnatching neare his fyde 
His truftie {word, the fervant of his might, 
Like a fell Lyon leaped to him light, 

And his left hand upon his collar layd. 
Therewith the cowheard, deaded with affright, 
Fell flat to ground, ne word unto him fayd, 


But holding up his hands with filence mercie prayd. 


26. 


But he fo full of indignation was, 


That to his prayer nought he would incline, 
But as he lay upon the humbled gras, 

His foot he fet on his vile necke, in figne 
Of fervile yoke that nobler harts repine : 
Then, letting him arife like abject thrall, 


shgzgh 
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He gan to him object his haynous crime, 
And to revile, and rate, and recreant call, ba 
And laftly to defpoyle of knightly bannerall.« ce 
og 
And after all, for greater infamie, 
He by the heeles him hung upon a tree, 
And baffuld fo, that all which paffed by 
The picture of his punifhment might fee, 
And by the like enfample warned bee, 
How ever they through treafon doe tre{paffe. 
But turne we now backe to that Ladie free, 
Whom late we left ryding upon an Affe, 
Led by a Carle and foole which by her fide did paffe. 
28. 
She was a Ladie of great dignitie, 
And lifted up to honorable place, 
Famous through all the land of Faerie: 
Though of meane parentage and kindred bafe, 
Yet deckt with wondrous giftes of natures grace, 
That all men did her perfon much admire, 
And praife the feature of her goodly face ; 
The beames whereof did kindle lovely fire! 
In th’ harts of many a knight, and many a gentle {quire. 
29. 
But fhe thereof grew proud and infolent, 
That none fhe worthie thought to be her fere, 
But fcornd them all that love unto her ment ;. 
Yet was fhe lov’d of many a worthy pere: 
Unworthy fhe to be belov’d fo dere, 
That could not weigh of worthineffe aright ; 


‘ knightly bannerall.] Alittle fags “a penon worne on the top of 
a launce, by a horfeman that would be gallant.” Cotgrave in v. Ban- 
derolle. Itis written in old French Jannerolle. So in the « Cronicque 
du petit Saintre,” fol. xli. “ Il baiffa fa bannerolle, &c.”? Toop. 

l did kindle lovely fire.] i.e. the fire of love—s lovely” for loving, 
as in many other places. C. 


oat 
7 


4 


ero tacwtti set terns snone recente tin seuccernttn tent es 
Eiehir ay hy ate gn cet, at wie ei 7 og Tis + oe 


— 
ea 


Rte aie eee ttn 


148 THE FAERIE, 2QULENE, 


For beautie is more glorious bright and clere, 
The more it is admir’d of many a wight, 


And nobleft fhe that ferved is of nobleft knight. 


20. 


But this coy Damzell thought contrariwize, 


That fuch proud looks would make her prayfed more ; 
And that the more fhe did all love defpize, 

The more would wretched lovers her adore. 

What cared fhe who fighed for her fore, 

Or who did wayle or watch the wearie night ! 

Let them that lift their luckleffe lot deplore, 


She was borne free, not bound to any wight, 


And fo would ever live, and love her owne delight. 


eee 


Through fuch her ftubborne ftifneffe and hard hart, 


Many a wretch for want of remedie 

Did languifh long in lifeconfuming {mart, 

And at the laft through dreary dolour die: 
Whyleft fhe, the Ladie of her libertie, 

Did boaft her beautie had fuch foveraine might, 
That with the onely twinckle of her eye 

She could or fave or fpill whom fhe would hight: 


What could the Gods doe more, but doe it more aright? 


Beh 


But loe! the Gods, that mortall follies vew, 


Did worthily revenge this maydens pride ; 
And, nought regarding her fo goodly hew, 
Did laugh at her that many did deride, 
Whileft fhe did weepe, of no man mercifide :™ 
For on a day, when Cupid kept his court, 

As he is wont at each Saint Valentide, 


m of no man mercifide.| Of no man compaffionated or pitied. ‘The 


word has been found in no other author; but as Spenfer employs it, 


Richardfon moft properly included it in his Diétionary, C. 
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Unto the which all lovers doe refort, 
That of their loves fucceffe they there may make report ; 
33: 
It fortun’d then, that when the roules were red 
In which the names of all loves folke were fyled, 
That many there were miffing ; which were ded, 
Or kept in bands, or from their loves exyled, 
Or by fome other violence defpoyled : 
Which when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth; 
And doubting to be wronged or beguyled, 
He bad his eyes" to be unblindfold both, 
That he might fee his men, and mufter them by oth. 
34- 
Then found he many miffing of his crew, 
Which wont doe fuit and fervice to his might, 
Of whom what was becomen no man knew. 
Therefore a Jurie was impaneld ftreight 


" He bad bis eyes, &c.] Cupid is blind or not, as occafion ferves. 
See F. Q. iii. xii. 23 [vol. ili, p. 70]. And now, as he keeps his 
court on St. Valentine’s Day, it is requifite he fhould reconnoitre his 
fervants. Chaucer has a poem entitled “ The Court of Love:” fee 
Urry’s edit. p. 560. And this poem perhaps gave Spenfer the hint of 
Cupid’s court on Valentine’s Day. In Chaucer’s « Court of Love” 
there are many fhadowed perfons and poetical beings introduced ; as 
here Infamy, and Defpight, and a bailiff-errant named Portamore, fo 
named from carrying the meflages and orders of Love. It feems proper 
here to obferve that Spenfer wrote a poem called « The Court of Cupid,” 
which is mentioned by E. K. in his Epiftle to Gabriel Harvey, pre- 
fixed to Spenfer’s Paitorals. This poem, I believe, was never pub- 
lifhed ; but Spenfer has introduced it here, new-modelled and adapted 
to his Fairy Tale. Upron. Before the time of Spenfer, viz. in i657, 
a work was printed called ‘* The Court of Venus,” a fragment of 
which, in a later edition, has been preferved. It was fo popular that, to 
counteract its bad effects, a perfon of the name of Hall publifhed «* The 
Court of Virtue” in 1 564, while, two years afterwards, Thomas Bryce 
put forth what he called *«* The Court of Venus Moralized.”? Thefe 
have not furvived, and all we know of them is from entries in the Re- 
giiters of the Stationers’ Company. See Extraéts, &c. printed by the 
Shakefpeare Society in 1848, vol. 1. pp. 13, 103,165. What refemblance 
any of them bore to Spenfer’s “* Court of Cupid,” of courfe, we have 
no means of afcertaining. C., 
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T’ enquire of them, whether by force, or fleight, 
Or their owne guilt, they were away convayd? 
To whom foule Infamie and fell Defpight 
Gave evidence, that they were all betrayd 
And murdred cruelly by a rebellious Mayd. 
BY. 
Fayre Mirabella was her name, whereby 
Of all thofe crymes fhe there indited was: 
All which when Cupid heard, he by and by 
In great difpleafure wild a Capias 
Should iffue forth t’ attach that fcornefull laffe. 
The warrant ftraight was made, and therewithall 
A. Baylieffe errant forth in poft did paffe, 
Whom they by name there Portamore did call ; 
He which doth fummon lovers to loves judgement hall. 
ley 
The damzell was attacht, and fhortly brought 
Unto the barre whereas fhe was arrayned ; 
But fhe thereto nould plead, nor anfwere ought, 
Even for ftubborne pride which her reftrayned. 
So judgement paft, as is by law ordayned 
In cafes like: which when at laft the faw, 
Her ftubborne hart, which love before difdayned, 
Gan ftoupe; and falling downe with humble awe, 
Cryde mercie! to abate the extremitie of law. 
sie 
The fonne of Venus, who is myld by kynd 
But where he 1s provokt with peevifhneffe,° 
Unto her prayers piteoufly enclynd, 
And did the rigour of his doome repreffe ; 
Yet not fo freely, but that natheleffe 


° But where he is provokt with peevifbneffe.| That is, except where 
he is provoked by perverfenefs of the party offending. Cnurcn. 
** Peevith,” in the time of Spenfer, ufually meant fool s and * peevith- 
nefle,” folly, or foolifbnefs. C. 
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He unto her a penance did impofe, 
Which was, that through this worlds wyde wildernes 
She wander fhould in companie of thofe, 


Tull fhe had fav’d fo many loves as fhe did lofe. 
38. 


So now fhe had bene wandring two whole yeares 
Throughout the world in this uncomely cafe, 
Watting her goodly hew in heavie teares, 

And her good dayes in dolorous difgrace : 
Yet had fhe not in all thefe two yeares {pace 
Saved but two; yet in two yeares before, 
Throgh her difpiteous pride, whileft love lackt place, 
She had deftroyed two and twenty more. 
Aie me! how could her love make half amends therefore ? 
39: 
And now fhe was uppon the weary way, 
When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene, 
Met her in fuch miffeeming foule array ; 
The whiles that mighty man did her demeane? 
With all the evill termes and cruell meane 
That he could make: And eeke that angry foole 
Which follow’d her, with curfed hands uncleane 
Whipping her horfe, did with his fmarting toole 
Oft whip her dainty felfe, and much augment her doole. 


40. 
Ne ought it mote availe her to entreat 
The one or th’ other better her to ufe; 
For both fo wilfull were and obftinate 
That all her piteous plaint they did refufe, 
And rather did the more her beate and brufe: 


P that mighty man did her demeane.| The “mighty man” is Dif- 
dain ; but when Church tells us that «* demeane”’ here only means treated 
her, it may be doubted whether the word is not ufed, in the diftrefs of 
the rhyme, for degraded or difgraced. C. 
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But moft the former villaine,4 which did lead 
Her tyreling jade, was bent her to abufe; 
Who, though fhe were with wearineffe nigh dead, 
Yet would not let her lite, nor reft a little ftead: 
Aue 
For he was fterne and terrible by nature, 
And eeke of perfon huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the meafure of mans ftature, 
And rather like a Gyant monftruous; 
For footh he was defcended of the hous 
Of thofe old Gyants, which did warres darraine 
Againtt the heaven in order battailous ; 
And fib to great Orgolio, which was flaine 
By Arthure, when as Unas Knight he did maintaine.' 
42. 
His lookes were dreadfull, and his fleryagiess 
Like two great Beacons, glared bright and wyde, 
Glauncing afkew, as if his enemies 
He {corned in his overweening pryde ; 
And ftalking ftately, like a Crane, did ftryde 
At every {tep uppon the tiptoes hie: 
And, all the way he went, on every fyde 
He gaz’d about and ftared horriblie, 
As if he with his lookes would all men terrifie, 
43. 
Fie wore no armour, ne for none did care, 
“AAs no whit dreading any living wight 


" But moft the former villaine.| The foremof? villain who led the 
horfe: fo in C. xii. St. 29 of this Book * former”? is again ufed for 
Soremofi where a beaft’s ‘* former pawes” are mentioned. See alfo 
Shakefpeare’s “ Julius Czefar,” A. v. Sc. 1, where “ former enfign” 
means ‘* foremo/ff enfign.” C, 

" when as Unas Knight he did maintaine.] Referring to the time 
when Arthur maintained the caufe of Una’s knight, St. George. Dray- 
ton, In his folio 1611, altered “knight” to right with fome plaufibility, 
but, furely, without neceffity. C. 


C. 7. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 153 


But in a Jacket, quilted richly rare 
Upon checklaton,® he was ftraungely dight ; 
And on his head a roll of linnen plight, 
Like to the Mores of Malaber, he wore, 
With which his locks, as blacke as pitchy night, 
Were bound about and voyded from before ; 
And in his hand a mighty yron club he bore. 
44. 
This was Difdaine, who led that Ladies horfe 
Through thick and thin, through mountains and 
through plains, 
Compelling her, where fhe would not, by force, 
Haling her palfrey by the hempen raines : 
But that fame foole, which moft increaft her paines, 
Was Scorne; who having in his hand a whip, 
Her therewith yirks ;‘ and ftill, when fhe complaines, 
The more he laughes, and does her clofely quip" 
To fee her fore lament and bite her tender lip. 


* Upon checklaton.] Chaucer, in his «Rime of Sir Thopas,” ver. 
13664: ‘ His robe was of ciclatoun.” The gloflaries fuppofe this word 
to be compounded of cheke and Jatoun, a {pecies of bafe metal like gold ; 
but it feems rather to be merely a corruption of the Fr. ciclaton, which 
originally fignified @ circular robe of ftate, from the Gr. Lat. cyclas 3 and 
afterwards the cloth of gold, of which fuch robes were generally made. 
Du Cange in v. Cyc/as has produced inftances enough of both fenfes. 
Tyrwuitr. In the laft edition of Nares’s Gloffary, by Wright and 
Halliwell, 8vo. 1859, under “* Check-laton,” we are told that « the 
word is derived from the Arabic, and fignified originally a rich ftuff 
which was brought from the Eait.” The reft of Spenfer’s defcription 
certainly accords with this ftatement. C. 

* Her therewith yirks.] ‘ Yirk” is, in faét, the fame as yerk and 
jerk, and means to /irike. Todd fays that in *«* Henry V.” A. iy. Sc. 
7, to “ yerk” is employed in the fenfe of to wince or hick: it is doubt- 
lefs there ufed for AichR— Yerk out their armed heels at their dead 
mafters”—but it does not mean to wince, which is to fhrink from, as 
with a feeling of pain; and the words of Hamlet, “ Let the galled jade 
wince,” explain it: the lady it is here who winces under the infliion 
of the fool’s whip. C. 

“ and does ber clofely quip.) And does her fecretly or flyly taunt or 


jeer. Robert Greene, Spenfer’s contemporary, wrote a traét which he 
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45. 
Whofe cruell handling when that Squire beheld, 


And faw thofe villaines her fo vildely ufe, 
His gentle heart with indignation {weld, 
And could no lenger beare fo great abufe 
As fuch a Lady fo to beate and brufe ; 
But to him ftepping fuch a ftroke him lent, 
That forft him th’ halter from his hand to loofe, 
And maugre all his might backe to relent: 
Elfe had he furely there bene flaine, or fowly fhent. 
46. 
The villaine, wroth for greeting him fo fore, 
Gathered him felfe together foone againe, 
And with his yron batton which he bore 
Let drive at him fo dreadfully amaine, 
That for his fafety he did him conftraine 
To give him ground, and fhift to every fide, 
Rather than once his burden to fuftaine :* 
For bootleffe thing him feemed to abide 
So mighty blowes, or prove the puiffaunce of his pride. 
47° 
Like as a Maftiffe having at a bay 
A falvage Bull, whofe cruell hornes doe threat 
Defperate daunger, if he them affay, 
Traceth his ground, and round about doth beat, 


called «* A Quip for an Upftart Courtier,” and it was firft printed in 1592. 
The ufe of the word ** quip” in this way was then very ufual, and even 
in our own day Jofeph Ritfon wrote what he called “* A Quip modett,” 
in which he fell foul of Reed’s reprint of Steevens’ Shakefpeare. ‘‘ Quip” 
probably has its origin in whip 5 and quibble, properly quipple, is perhaps 
its diminutive. C., 

x bis burden to fuftaine.| That is, his club. So Chaucer, in de- 
{cribing the Giant Daunger, * Rom. R.” 3401 :— 

“* And in his hand a grete dourdoun.” 

G. Douglas tranflates Virgil, AEn. x. 318, “ Sternentes agmina c/ava,” 
«That with his 4vrdon all the routis dang.” Ital. dordone, Fr. bourdon. 
Upton. ‘ Burden” may here be ufed in its ordinary fenfe. C. 


ar 
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To {py where he may fome advauntage get, 
The whiles the beaft doth rage and loudly rore ; 
So did the Squire, the whiles the Carle did fret 
And fume in his difdainefull mynd the more, 

And oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahound {wore. 

48. 

Natheleffe fo fharpely ftill he him purfewd, 
That at advantage him at laft he tooke, 
When his foote flipt, (that flip he dearely rewd) 
And with his yron club to ground him ftrooke ; 
Where ftill he lay, ne out of {woune awooke, 
Till heavy hand the Carle upon him layd, 
And bound him faft: Tho, when he up did looke 
And faw him felfe captiv’d, he was difmayd, 

Ne powre had to withftand, ne hope of any ayd. 

49- 

Then up he made him rife, and forward fare, 
Led in a rope which both his hands did bynd ; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him {pare, 
But with his whip him following behynd 
Him often fcourg’d, and forft his feete to fynd: 


And other whiles with bitter mockes and mowes’ 


Y with bitter mockes and mowes.| ** Mocks” and  mowes” feem to 
imply infults by diffortions of the countenance; or, as we fay vulgarly, 
making mouths at one. So in our old tranflation of the Pfalms, Pf. 
xxxv. 15: ‘The very abjeéts came together againft me unawares, 
making mows at me, and ceafed not.”? And the word “ mows” js pre- 
ferved as late as in the Cambridge quarto edition of the Common Prayer 
Book, printed in 1683. In works fubfequent to the * Faerie Queene” 
we find the combination mops and mowes s as in Shakefpeare’s «'Tem- 
peft” [A. iii. Sc. 3], where the “ fhapes dance with mops and mowes,” 
which Mr. Malone vindicates as the true reading, confidering mocks, the 
reading of the old copy of that play, as a manifeft error of the prefs. 
Yet, we fee, the authority of Spenfer here would have f{upported 
‘mocks and mows.” However, Shakefpeare ufes mop and mow again 
[in the fame play, A. iv. Sc. 1]. And thus B. Rich, in his « Faults 
and Nothing but Faults,” 1606, p. 7, {peaking of a fantaftic: «I be- 
leeue hee hath robd a Jackanapes of his jefture; marke but his counte- 
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He would him fcorne, that to his gentle mynd 
Was much more grievous then the others blowes : 
Words fharpely wound,’ but greateft griefe of fcorning 
STOWES. 
50. 
The faire Serena, when fhe faw him fall 
Under that villaines club, then furely thought 
That flaine he was, or made a wretched thrall, 
And fled away with all the fpeede fhe mought 
To feeke for fafety ; which long time fhe fought, 
And paft through many perils by the way, 
Ere fhe againe to Calepine was brought: 
The which difcourfe as now I muft delay, 
Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further fay.’ 


nance; fee how hee mops and how he mowes, and how, he ftraines his 
lookes.” Again, in John 'Taylor’s ** Wit and Mirth,” 1629, Tale 101. 
Topp. We apprehend that “ mop” is only a corruption of mock, and 
“mow” of mouth. C. 

* Words foarpely wound.| So all the editions. The oppofition is 
between d/ows and words. I incline to think Spenfer gave, “ Swords 
fharpely wound, &c.” See the like fentiment, F. Q. iv. iv. 4 [vol. iii. p. 
143]. CuHurcn. If Church’s reference prove anything, it is that 
*« words” is right; and Drayton fuggefts no alteration, although in his 
folio 1611 he marked the line, moft likely, as an axiom. C. 

* I doe further fay.| It is ftrange to fee even a commentator think- 
ing a note required to explain the word “ fay,” and to tell the reader 
that it means re/ate. Upton, however, would perverfely take it as 2/jay. 
It is put rather for warrate than relate. C. 


CAINE Oma\e bik 


Prince Arthure overcomes Difdaine ; 
Quites Mirabell from dreed : 
Serena, found of Salvages, 
By Calepine is freed. 


Te 
FE, gentle Ladies, in whofe foveraine powre 
Love hath the glory of his kingdome left, 
And th’ hearts of men, as your eternall 
dowre, 
In yron chaines of liberty bereft, 
Delivered hath into your hands by gift, 
Be well aware how ye the fame doe ufe, 
That pride doe not to tyranny you lift ; 
Leaft, if men you of cruelty accufe, 
He from you take that chiefedome which ye doe abufe. 
2. 

And as ye foft and tender are by kynde, 
Adornd with goodly gifts of beauties grace, 
So be ye foft and tender eeke in mynde ; 

But cruelty and hardneffe from you chace, 
That all your other praifes will deface, 

And from you turne the love of men to hate: 
Enfample take of Mirabellaes cafe, 

Who from the high degree of happy ftate 

Fell into wretched woes, which fhe repented late. 
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ee 

Who after thraldome of the gentle Squire, 

Which fhe beheld with lamentable eye, 

Was touched with compaffion entire, 

And much lamented his calamity, 

That for her fake fell into mifery ; 

Which booted nought for prayers nor for threat 
To hope for to releafe or mollify, 

For aye the more that fhe did them entreat, 
The more they him mifuft, and cruelly did beat. 
4. 

So as they forward on their way did pas, 

Him ftill reviling and afflicting fore, 

They met Prince Arthure with Sir Enias, 
(That was that courteous Knight, whom he before 
Having fubdew’d yet did to life reftore ;) 

To whom as they approcht, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to punifh more, 
Scourging and haling him more vehement ; 

As if it them fhould grieve to fee his punifhment. 


ee 
The Squire him felfe, when as he faw his Lord 
The witnefle of his wretchedneffe in place, 
Was much afham’d that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog was led in captive cafe, 
And did his head for bafhfulneffe abafe, 
As loth to fee or to be feene at all: 
Shame would be hid. But whenas Enias 
Beheld two fuch, of two fuch villaines thrall, 
His manly mynde was much emmoved therewithall ; 
6. 
And to the Prince thus fayd: “See you, Sir Knight 
The greateft fhame that ever eye yet faw, 
Yond Lady and her Squire with foule defpight 
Abufde againft all reafon and all law, 


Sy 
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Without regard of pitty or of awe? 
See, how they doe that Squire beat and revile! 
See, how they doe the Lady hale and draw ! 
But if ye pleafe to lend me leave awhile, 
I will them foone acquite, and both of blame affoile.” 
7. 

The Prince affented; and then he, ftreight way 
Difmounting light, his fhield about him threw, 
With which approching thus he gan to fay : 

‘« Abide, ye caytive treachetours* untrew, 
That have with treafon thralled unto you 
Thefe two, unworthy of your wretched bands, 
And now your crime with cruelty purfew! 
Abide, and from them lay your loathly hands, 
Or elfe abide the death that hard before you ftands.” 
8. 
The villaine ftayd not aunfwer to invent, 
But with his yron club preparing way, 
His mindes fad meflage backe unto him fent : 
The which defcended with fuch dreadfull {way, 
That feemed nought the courfe thereof could flay, 
No more then lightening from the lofty fky: 
Ne lift the Knight the powre thereof affay, 
Whofe doome was death ; but lightly flipping by, 
Unwares defrauded his intended deftiny : 


* ye caytive treachetours.| Traitors. Chaucer ufes “ treachour” in this 
fenfe, which word is alfo employed by Spenfer. ‘« Treachetour” fomewhat 
refembles the word tregetour, a name formerly applied to magicians, i.e. 
to that kind of them who were {killed in fleight of hand, &c. See Mr. 
Tyrwhitt’s note on tregetoures, Chaucer’s “ Cant. T.” 11453, where he 
fays :—‘* The Gloflary derives‘ tregetour’ from the Barb. Lat. tricator ; 
but the derivatives of that family are ¢richeur, tricherie, trick, &c. Nor 
can I find the word ‘ tregetour’ in any language but our own. It feems 
clearly to be formed from treget, which is frequently ufed by Chaucer 
for deceit, impofture.” "Topp. Shakefpeare once employs the word 
treacher, as if it meant ¢tricker, coupling it with **knaves” and “ thieves :”” 
fee ing Lear,” A. i, Se, 22' 'C. 
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g. 
And, to requite him with the like againe, 

With his fharpe fword he fiercely at him flew, 
And ftrooke fo ftrongly, that the Carle with paine 
Saved him felfe but that he there him flew ; 

Yet fav’d not fo, but that the blood it drew, 

And gave his foe good hope of victory : 

Who therewith flefht upon him fet anew, 

And with the fecond ftroke thought certainely 

To have fupplyde the firft, and paide the ufury. 

IO. 

But Fortune aunfwerd not unto his call ; 

For as his hand was heaved up on hight, 

The villaine met him in the middle fall, 

And with his club bet backe his brondyron bright 
So forcibly, that with his owne hands might, 
Rebeaten backe upon himfelfe againe, 

He driven was to ground in felfe defpight ; 

From whence ere he recovery could gaine, 

He in his necke had fet his foote with fell difdaine. 
II. 

With that the foole, which did that end awayte, 
Came running in; and whileft on ground he lay, 
Laide heavy hands on him and held fo ftrayte, 
That downe he kept him with his f{cornefull fway, 
So as he could not weld him” any way : 

The whiles that other villaine went about 

Him to have bound and thrald without delay ; 
The whiles the foole did him revile and flout, 
Threatning to yoke them tow° and tame their corage 
ftout. 


b So as he could not weld him.| Wield, direct or manage him/e/f any 


way: him for himfelf is frequent in Spenfer. Upron. 
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© Lbreatning to yoke them tow.| So Spenfer here fpells tao, and it 


was not unprecedented with our elder poets: it was fubfequently printed 
two, and fo ‘Todd gave it without remark. The ** tow” are Enias and 
Timias, whom the fool threatened to yoke upon equal terms. C. 
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oe 
As when a fturdy ploughman with his hynde 
By ftrength have overthrowne a ftubborne {teare: 
They downe him hold, and faft with cords do bynde, 
Till they him force the buxome yoke to beare :* 
So did thefe two this Knight oft tug and teare. 
Which when the Prince beheld, there ftanding by, 
He left his lofty fteede to aide him neare ; 
And, buckling foone him felfe, gan fiercely fly 
Upon that Carle to fave his friend from jeopardy. 
gh. 
The villaine, leaving him unto his mate 
To be captiv’d and handled as he lift, 
Himfelfe addreft unto this new debate, 
And with his club him all about fo blift,° 
That he which way to turne him fearcely witt : 
Sometimes aloft he layd, fometimes alow, 
Now here, now there, and oft him neare he mift; 
So doubtfully, that hardly one could know 
Whether more wary were to give or ward the blow. 
14. 
But yet the Prince fo well enured was 
With fuch huge ftrokes, approved oft in fight, 
That way to them he gave forth right to pas; 
Ne would endure the daunger of their might, 
But wayt advantage when they downe did light. 


4 the buxome yoke to beare.] i.e. the obedient yoke, or yoke of ode- 


dience to bear. We have already met with “ buxome and bent”? in the 
“Shep. Cal.” (vol. i. p. 107), and it means, according to its etymology, 
boughfome, or capable of being dent like a bough. It is a frequent epi- 
thet with Spenfer: fee vol. ii. pp. 370, 415, &c. We now apply the 
word fomewhat differently. C. ; 

© And with his club him all about fo blif.] Wounded; from the Fr. 
blefer. ‘The word is {pelt 4/i for the fake of the rhyme. See Cot- 
grave’s expofition of d/effer, viz. to wound or hurt, whether by a 
bloudwipe, dry blow, or bruife, &c.” Topp. 
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At laft the caytive, after long difcourfe,* 
When all his ftrokes he faw avoyded quite, 
Refolved in one t’ affemble all his force, 


And make one end of him without ruth or remorfe. 


15. 


His dreadfull hand he heaved up aloft, 


And with his dreadfull inftrument of yre 
Thought fure have pownded him’ to powder {oft, 
Or deepe emboweld in the earth entyre: 

But Fortune did not with his will confpire ; 

For ere his ftroke attayned his intent, 

The noble childe, preventing his defire, 

Under his club with wary boldneffe went, 


And {mote him on the knee that never yet was bent. 


t6; 


It never yet was bent, ne bent it now, 


Albe the ftroke fo {trong and puiffant were, 
That feem’d a marble pillour it could bow ; 
But all that leg, which did his body beare, 

It crackt throughout, yet did no bloud appeare, 
So as it was unable to fupport 

So huge a burden on fuch broken geare, 

But fell to ground, like to a lumpe of durt ; 


Whence he affayd to rife, but could not for his hurt. 


178 


Eftfoones the Prince to him full nimbly ftept, 


And leaft he fhould recover foote againe, 

His head meant from his fhoulders to have {wept. 
Which when the Lady faw, fhe cryde amaine ; 

“« Stay, ftay, Sir Knight! for love of God abftaine 


from that unwares” ye weetleffe doe intend ; 


' after long difcourfe.| After fhifting ground and traverfing to and 


fro. Lat. difcurfus. Jortin. 


& have pownded him.] So Spenfer in his edit. 1596. The folios 


[more correétly, perhaps, from the A. S. punian], powned. CuurcH. 


. From that unwares, &c.| This emendation, made by the firft folio 
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Slay not that Carle, though worthy to be flaine, 
For more on him doth then him felfe depend : 
My life will by his death have lamentable end. 
18. 
He ftaide his hand according her defire, 
Yet nathemore him fuffred to arize ; 
But ftill fuppreffing gan of her inquire, 
What meaning mote thofe uncouth words comprize, 
That in that villaines health her fafety lies ; 
That were no might in man, nor heart in Knights, 
Which durft her dreaded refkue enterprize, 
Yet heavens them felves, that favour feeble rights, 
Would for it felfe redreffe, and punifh fuch defpights. 
IQ. 

Then burfting forth in gets which gufhed faft 
Like many water ftreames, a while the ftayd ; 
Till the fharpe paffion being overpaft, 

Her tongue to her reftord, then thus fhe fayd : 
“‘ Nor heavens, nor men, can me, moft wretched mayd, 
Deliver from the doome of my defart, 
The which the God of love hath on me layd, 
And damned to endure this direfull {mart, 
For penaunce of my proud and hard rebellious hart. 
20. 

“‘In prime of youthly yeares, when firft the flowre 

Of beauty gan to bud, and bloofme delight, 

And Nature me endu’d with plenteous dowre 

Of all her gifts, that pleafde each living fight, 

I was belov’d of many a gentle Knight, 

And fude and fought with all the fervice dew: 

Full many a one for me deepe groand and fight, 

And to the dore of death for forrow drew, 
Complayning out on me that would not on them rew. 


is followed by every {ubfequent edition. Spenfer, by an apparent error 
of the prefs, reads, «« For that, &c.” Toop. 
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pig 
< But let them love that lift, or live or die, 
Me lift not die for any lovers doole ; 
Ne lift me leave my loved libertie 
To pitty him that lift to play the foole: 
To love my felfe I learned had in {choole. 
Thus I triumphed long in lovers paine, 
And, fitting careleffe on the fcorners ftoole, 
Did laugh at thofe that did lament and plaine ; 
But all is now repayd with intereft againe. 
22. 
“ For loe! the winged God that woundeth harts 
Caufde me be called to accompt therefore ; 
And for revengement of thofe wrongfull {marts, 
Which I to others did inflic& afore, 
Addeem’d me to endure’ this penaunce fore ; 
That in this wize, and this unmeete array, 
With thefe two lewd companions, and no more, 
Difdaine and Scorne, I through the world fhould ftray, 
Till I have fav’d fo many as I earft did flay.” 
237 
“‘ Certes,” (fayd then the Prince) ‘‘ the God is juft, 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples fpoile ; 
For were no law in love, but all that luft 
Might them oppreffe, and painefully turmoile, 
His kingdome would continue but a while. 
But tell me, Lady, wherefore doe you beare 
This bottle thus before you with fuch toile, 
And eeke this wallet at your backe arreare, 
That for thefe Carles to carry much more comely were?” 


t Addeem'd me to endure.| Adjudged me to endure: to “‘ deem” in 
the fenfe of to doom, or to decide, is not unufual in many authors, but in 
none but Spenfer have we met with it with the prefix: he has alfo ad- 
doom. Shakefpeare ufes “deem” for opinion: ** Troilus and Creffida,” 
Agiveccee) <C. 
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oa 
“‘ Here in this bottle” (fayd the fory Mayd) 
“I put the tears of my contrition, 
Till to the brim I have it full defrayd : 
And in this bag, which I behinde me don, 
I put repentaunce for things paft and gon. 
Yet is the bottle leake, and bag fo torne, 
That all which I put in fals out anon, 
And is behinde me trodden downe of Scorne, 
Who mocketh all my paine, and laughs the more I 
mourn.” 
Pa 
The Infant hearkned* wifely to her tale, 
And wondred much at Cupids judg’ment wife, 
That could fo meekly make proud hearts avale, 
And wreake him felfe on them that him defpife. 
Then fuffred he Difdaine up to arife, 
Who was not able up him felfe to reare, 

By meanes his leg, through his late lucklefle prife, 
Was crackt in twaine, but by his foolifh feare! 
Was holpen up, who him fupported ftanding neare. 

26. 
But being up he lookt againe aloft, 
As if he never had received fall ; 
And with fterne eye-browes ftared at him oft, 
As if he would have daunted him withall: 
And ftanding on his tiptoes, to feeme tall, 
Downe on his golden feete he often gazed, 
As if fuch pride the other could apall ; 
Who was fo far from being ought amazed, 
That he his lookes defpifed, and his boaft difpraized. 


K The Infant hearkned.] See vol. ii. p- 236, where, as here, the word 
“* infant’’ means, and is to be underftood as, FAM a Se 


| his foolifh feare.) i.e. fere, companion. See vol. ii. paz3, &c. C. 
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27. 

Then turning backe unto that captive thrall, 
Who all this while ftood there befide them bound, 
Unwilling to be knowne or feene at all, 

He from thofe bands weend him to have unwound ; 
But when approaching neare he plainely found 

It was his owne true groome, the gentle Squire, 

He thereat wext exceedingly aftound, 

And him did oft embrace, and oft admire, 

Ne could with feeing fatisfie his great defire. 

28. 

Meane while the Salvage man, when he beheld 

That huge great foole opprefling th’ other Knight, 
Whom with his weight unweldy downe he held, 
He flew upon him, like a greedy kight 

Unto fome carrion offered to his fight ; 

And downe him plucking, with his nayles and teeth 
Gan him to hale, and teare, and {cratch, and bite; 
And, from him taking his owne whip, therewith 

So fore him fcourgeth that the bloud downe followeth. 
29. 

And fure I weene, had not the Ladies cry 

Procur’d the Prince his cruell hand to ftay, 

He would with whipping him have done to dye ; 
But being checkt he did abftaine ftreight way, 

And let him rife. Then thus the Prince gan fay : 
‘“‘ Now, Lady, fith your fortunes thus difpofe, 

That if ye lift have liberty ye may ; 

Unto your felfe I freely leave to chofe, 

Whether I fhall you leave, or from thefe villaines lofe.” 
bie}, | 

“Ah! nay, Sir Knight,” (faid fhe) “ it may not be, 
But that I needes muft by all meanes fulfill 
This penaunce, which enjoyned is to me, 

Leaft unto me betide a greater ill; 

Yet no lefle thankes to you for your good will.” 
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So humbly taking leave fhe turnd afide ; 
But Arthure with the reft went onward ftill 
On his firft queft, in which did him betide 
A great adventure,” which did him from them devide. 
Be: 
But firft it falleth me by courfe to tell 
Of faire Serena; who, as earft you heard, 
When firft the gentle Squire at variaunce fell 
With thofe two Carles, fled faft away, afeard 
Of villany to be to her inferd :” 
So frefh the image of her former dread, 
Yet dwelling in her eye, to her appeard, 
That every foote did tremble which did tread, 
And every body two, and two fhe foure did read.° 
BOE. 
Through hils and dales, through bufhes and through 
Dreves; | | 
Long thus fhe fled, till that at laft fhe thought 
Her felfe now paft the perill of her feares : 
Then looking round about, and feeing nought 
Which doubt of daunger to her offer mought, 
She from her palfrey lighted on the plaine ; 
And fitting downe her felfe awhile bethought 
Of her long travell and turmoyling paine ; 
And often did of love, and oft of lucke complaine. 
33: 
And evermore fhe blamed Calepine, 
The good Sir Calepine, her owne true Knight, 
As th’ onely author of her wofull tine ;? 


m A great adventure.| Of which, however, we receive no further 
information. See the note on F. Q. vi. iv. 38 [this vol. p. 107]. Topp. 
n to be to her inferd.| Brought upon her; Lat. infero. CHurcH. 

© And every body two, and two foe foure did read.| See Euripides, 
in Bacch. ver. 915. So Virgil, Ain. iv. 470 :— 
<¢ Et folem geminum et duplices fe oftendere Thebas.” Upron. 
P of her wofull tine.| Of her woful forrow 5 “tine” for teen: fee 
Wolds Dp 7 75 105s 430; XCc Ace 
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For being of his love to her fo light, 

As her to leave in fuch a piteous plight: 

Yet never Turtle truer to his make, 

Then he was tride unto his Lady bright ; 

Who all this while endured for her fake 

Great perill of his life, and reftleffe paines did take. 
34+ 

Tho when as all her plaints fhe had difplayd, 
And well difburdened her engrieved brett, 
Upon the graffe her felfe adowne fhe layd ; 
Where, being tyrde with travell, and oppreft 
With forrow, fhe betooke her felfe to reft: 
There whileft in Morpheus bofome fafe fhe lay, 
Feareleffe of ought that mote her peace moleft, 
Falfe Fortune did her fafety betray 


Unto a ftrange mifchaunce that menac’d her decay. 


Say: 

In thefe wylde deferts where fhe now abode, 
There dwelt a falvage nation, which did live 
Of ftealth and fpoile, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders; ne did give 
Them felves to any trade, as for to drive 

The painefull plough, or cattell for to breed, 
Or by adventrous marchandize to thrive, 

But on the labours of poore men to feed, 


And ferve their owne neceffities with others need. 


Oy 

Thereto they ufde ane moft accurfed order, 
To eate the flefh of men whom they mote fynde, 
And ftraungers to devoure, which on their border 
Were brought by errour or by wreckfull wynde ; 
A monftrous cruelty gainft courfe of kynde! 
They, towards evening wandering every way 

To feeke for booty, came by fortune blynde 
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Whereas this Lady, like a fheepe aftray, of 
Now drowned in the depth of fleepe all fearleffe lay. ae 
37° 

Soone as they fpide her, Lord! what gladfull glee 
They made amongft them felves ; but when her face 
Like the faire yvory fhining they did fee, 

Each gan his fellow folace and embrace 

For joy of fuch good hap by heavenly grace. 
Then gan they to devize what courfe to take ; 
Whether to flay her there upon the place, 

Or fuffer her out of her fleepe to wake, 

And then her eate attonce, or many meales to make. 

oie. 

The beft advizement was of bad, to let her 
Sleepe out her fill without encomberment : 
For fleepe, they fayd, would make her battill better : 
Then when fhe wakt they all gave one confent 
That fince by grace of God the there was fent, 
Unto their God they would her facrifize, 
Whofe fhare, her guiltleffe bloud, they would prefent ; 
But of her dainty flefh they did devize 

To make a common feaft, and feed with gurmandize. 

39: 

So round about her they them felves did place 

Upon the graffe, and diverfely difpofe 


1 would make ber battill better.| That is, grow fatter. To battell 
is to grow or make fat. CuurcH. The word * battil,” or Jattle, is 
well known in the Univerfities for to take up provifions on the college 
account. If originally as alms or allowance, it might be brought from 
the Germ. Jettein, mendicare; but Skinner derives it from the Belg. 
betalen, folvere, numerare. It is ufed for to feed as cattle, and hence to 
grow fat; and in this laft fenfe here, unlefs we read Jatten. Upron. 
Cotgrave, in his old French Diétionary, explains the word thus: “*'To 
battle, or get flesh; and adds, **'To dattle, as fchollers doe in Oxford. 
Eitre debteur au College pour fes vivres. Mot ufé feulement des jeunes 
efcoliers de PUniverfité d’ Oxford.” See alfo Cotgrave in v. Size. 
Topp. Richardfon and Tooke connect “ battil” with dait. C. 
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As each thought beft to fpend the lingring fpace : 
Some with their eyes the dainteft morfels chofe ;* 
Some praife her paps; fome praife her lips and nofe ; 
Some whet their knives, and ftrip their elboes bare : 
The Prieft him felfe a garland doth compofe 

Of fineft flowers, and with full bufie care 


His bloudy veflels wafh, and holy fire prepare. 


AO. 


The Damzell wakes ; then all attonce upftart, 


And round about her flocke, like many flies, 
Whooping and hallowing on every part, 

As if they would have rent the brafen fkies. 
Which when fhe fees with ghaftly griefful eies, 
Her heart does quake, and deadly pallied hew 
Benumbes her cheekes: Then out aloud fhe cries, 
Where none is nigh to heare that will her rew, 


And rends her golden locks, and {nowy brefts embrew. 


41. 


But all bootes not; they hands upon her lay: 


And firft they fpoile her of her jewels deare, 
And afterwards of all her rich array ; 

The which amongft them they in pieces teare, 
And of the pray each one a part doth beare. 
Now being naked, to their fordid eyes 

The goodly threafures of nature appeare : 
Which as they view with luftfull fantafyes, 


Each wifheth to him felfe, and to the reft envyes. 


42. 


Her yvorie neck ; her alablafter brett ; 


Her paps, which like white filken pillowes were 
For love in foft delight thereon to rett ; 


' the daintef? morfels chofe.| The folios alter “ dainteft,” the word 


in the 4to. 1596, to daintieft ; but, as Todd obferves, “ dainteft” is the 
fuperlative degree of the adjeétive daint, and not of dainty. Spenfer has 
ufed it before. 
pier c. 


We have “daintie” in St. 43; for daint, fee vol. i. 
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Her tender fides; her bellie white and clere, 
Which like an Altar did itfelfe uprere 
To offer facrifice divine thereon ; 
Fer goodly thighes, whofe glorie did appeare 
Like a triumphal Arch, and thereupon 
The fpoiles of Princes hang’d which were in battel won. 
43. 
Thofe daintie parts, the dearlings of delight, 
Which mote not be prophan’d of common eyes, 
Thofe villeins view’d with loofe lafcivious fight, 
And clofely tempted with their craftie {pyes ; 
And fome of them gan mongft themfelves devize 
Thereof by force to take their beaftly pleafure : 
But them the Prieft rebuking did advize 
To dare not to pollute fo facred threafure 
Vow’d to the gods: religion held even theeves in meafure. 
44. 
So being ftayd, they her from thence directed 
Unto a litle grove not farre afyde, 
In which an altar fhortly they erected 
To flay her on. And now the Eventyde 
His brode black wings had through the heavens wyde 
By this difpred, that was the tyme ordayned 
For fuch a difmall deed, their guilt to hyde: 
Of few greene turfes an altar foone they fayned, 
And deckt it all with flowres which they nigh hand 
obtayned. 
45. 
Tho when as all things readie were aright, 
The Damzell was before the altar fet, 
Being alreadie dead with fearefull fright : 
To whom the Prieft with naked armes full net 
Approching nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 
Gan mutter clofe a certaine fecret charme, 
With other divelifh ceremonies met: 


a e951 See aT it 


ets 


mutase katie sits 
Ree 
tae wuasleanies : 


Tih “7 
de ey ear ten, te ge thy 
Se Someone ar 


—— 
7 em + : 
Rite, a 


~ 


' 
a 


m2 Sot hapa hana serene ss 
~ 2, = oe 
PAE Ta ho 


LS 


atte 


engssotceet 
+3 


sores 


sits 


17% THEN EAE RE Ee ea HEN B. 6. 


Which doen, he gan aloft t’ advance his arme, 

Whereat they fhouted all, and made a loud alarme. 

46. 

Then gan the bagpypes and the hornes to fhrill 
And fhrieke aloud, that, with the peoples voyce 
Confufed, did the ayre with terror fill, 

And made the wood to tremble at the noyce: 
The whyles fhe wayld, the more they did rejoyce. 
Now mote ye underftand that to this grove 

Sir Calepine, by chaunce more then by choyce, 
The felfe fame evening fortune hether drove, 

As he to feeke Serena through the woods did rove. 

47° 

Long had he fought her, and through many a foyle 
Had traveld ftill on foot in heavie armes,° 
Ne ought was tyred with his endleffe toyle,' 

Ne ought was feared" of his certaine harmes: 
And now, all weetleffe of the wretched ftormes 
In which his love was loft,* he flept full fat ; 
Till, being waked with thefe loud alarmes, 
He lightly ftarted up like one aghaft, 
And catching up his arms ftreight to the noife forth patt. 
48. 
There by th’ uncertaine glims of ftarry night, 
And by the twinkling of their facred fire, 
He mote perceive a litle dawning fight 


‘in beavie armes.| He had no arms when he purfued the bear, [this 
vol. p. 101,] and the wild man afterwards carries them away with him, 
Cxurcu. Calepine’s “ arms” are again fpoken of in the next ftanza. C. 

‘ with his endleffe toyle.| **Toyle” is the emendation of the firit 
folio, to which every fubfequent edition has conformed. ‘Topp. It is 
toyles in all copies of the 4to.1596. C. 

" Ne ought was feared.| That is, frayed, affrighted, on account of 
his certain harms. Upron. 

* I[n which his love was loft. Drayton reads, «In which his love 


was 70/2” in his folio 1611: it may be right, but we follow the text of 
every old impreflion. C, 
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Of all which there was doing in that quire : 
Moneft whom a woman {poyld of all attire 
He fpyde lamenting her unluckie ftrife, 
And groning fore from grieved hart entire: 
Eftfoones he faw one with a naked knife 
Readie to launch her breft, and let out loved life. 
49- 

With that he thrufts into the thickeft throng, 
And even as his right hand adowne defcends, 
He him preventing layes on earth along, 

And facrifizeth to th’ infernall feends : 
Then to the reft his wrathfull hand he bends ; 
Of whom he makes fuch havocke and fuch hew, 
That fwarmes of damned foules to hell he fends: 
The reft, that {cape his {word and death efchew, 
Fly like a flocke of doves before a Faulcons vew. 
COs 
From them returning to that Ladie backe, 
Whom by the Altar he doth fitting find 
Yet fearing death, and next to death the lacke 
Of clothes to cover what they ought by kind,’ 
He firft her hands beginneth to unbind, 
And then to queftion of her prefent woe, 
And afterwards to cheare with {peaches kind ; 
But fhe, for nought that he could fay or doe, 

One word durft fpeake, or anfwere him awhit thereto. 

gt. 

So inward fhame of her uncomely cafe 
She did conceive, through care of womanhood, 


Y what they ought by kind.] i.e. what women owned by nature. It 
is * they” in the 4to. 1596, but /Ze in fubfequent impreflions. Spenfer 
is here referring to women in general, and to what had been given 
to them all by kind, or zature ; and fhe is hardly fo proper, though 
poflibly more ftri¢tly grammatical than “they.” As Upton remarks, 
the tranfition from fingular to plural is eafy, and at that period by no 
means unprecedented. C. 
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That though the night did cover her difgrace, 


Yet fhe in fo unwomanly a mood 

Would not bewray the ftate in which fhe ftood. 

So all that night to him unknowen fhe paft ; 

But day, that doth difcover bad and good, 

Enfewing, made her knowen to him at laft: 
The end whereof Ile keepe untill another cat.’ 


* Ile keepe untill another caft.] But we hear no more of Calepine 
and Serena. Topp. ‘ Caft”’ is equivalent to throw, and throw to 


time. UPpTon. 


CAONS Omi 


Calidore hoftes with Melibee, 
and loves fayre Paftorell : 

Coridon envies him, yet he 
for ill rewards him well, 


ihe 
LSSOW turne againe my teme, thou jolly 


{wayne, 
Backe to the furrow which I lately left. 
pe} I lately left a furrow, one or twayne, 
oA Unplough’d, the which my coulter hath 
not cleft ;? 
Yet feem’d the foyle both fayre and frutefull eft, 
As I it paft: that were too great a fhame, 
That fo rich frute fhould be from us bereft ; 
Befides the great difhonour and defame, 
Which fhould befall to Calidores immortall name. 
2. 
Great travell hath the gentle Calidore 
And toyle endured, fith I left him lat 
Sewing the Blatant beaft; which I forbore 
To finifh then, for other prefent hatt. 
Full many pathes and perils he hath patt, 


ING 


@ my coulter hath not cleft.) Todd, in oppofition to all the old 
editions, reads ** Aad not cleft.” C. 
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Through hils, through dales, throgh forefts, and throgh 


plaines, 
In that fame queft which fortune on him catft, 
Which he atchieved to his owne great gaines, 
Reaping eternall glorie of his reftleffe paines. 
te 
So fharply he the Monfter did purfew, 
That day nor night he fuffred him to reft, 
Ne refted he himfelfe, but natures dew, 
For dread of daunger not to be redreft, 
If he for flouth forflackt fo famous quett. 
Him firft from court he to the citties courfed, 
And from the citties to the townes him preft, 
And from the townes into the countrie forfed, 
And from the country back to private farmes he fcorfed.” 
4. 
From thence into the open fields he fled, 
Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their neat, 
And fhepherds finging to their flockes that fed 
Layes of fweete love and youthes delightful heat : 
Him thether eke, for all his fearefull threat, 
He followed faft, and chaced him fo nie, 
That to the folds, where fheepe at night doe feat, 
And to the litle cots, where fhepherds lie 
In winters wrathfull time, he forced him to flie. 
5- 
There on a day, as he purfew’d the chace, 
He chauntt to fpy a fort of fhepheard groomes,* 


Playing on pipes and caroling apace, 


> to private farmes he Jcorfed.| To “{corfe” is to exchange: fee 
vol. ii. p. 258: here it means only that Calidore preffed the Blatant 
Beaft fo hard that he compelled him to change from the open country 
to inclofed farms. C. 

° a fort of foepheard groomes.] i.e. a company of fhepherds: fee vol. 
il. p. 351, and many other places. C. 
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The whyles their beafts there in the budded broomes 
Befide them fed,‘ and nipt the tender bloomes ; 
For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 
To whom Sir Calidore yet {weating comes, 
And them to tell him courteoufly befought, 
If fuch a beaft they faw, which he had thether brought. 
6. 
They anfwer’d him that no fuch beaft they faw, 
Nor any wicked feend that mote offend 
Their happie flockes, nor daunger to them draw ; 
But if that fuch there were (as none they kend) 
They prayd high God them farre from them to fend. 
Then one of them, him feeing fo to fweat, 
After his rufticke wife, that well he weend, 
Offred him drinke to quench his thirftie heat, 
And if he hungry were him offred eke to eat. 
ah 
The knight was nothing nice where was no need, 
And tooke their gentle offer: fo adowne 
They prayd him fit, and gave him for to feed 
Such homely what* as ferves the fimple clowne, 


That doth defpife the dainties of the towne. 


4 The whyles their beafts there in the budded broomes 
Befide them fed.] 'Thefe verfes are a diftant imitation of Chaucer. 
They are more immediately an imitation of himfelf in the ** Shep. Cal.” 


Febr. [vol.-i. p. 23]:— 


‘* And crowing in pypes made of greene corne :” 

which are apparently an immediate imitation of thefe in Chaucer, 
&< Houle of Fame,” ver. 133 :— 

«© And many a floite, and litlyng horne, 

‘* And pipis made of grene corne ; 

“* As have thefe little herdegromes, 

“That keepen beaftis in the bromes.” ‘T. Warton. 

© Such homely what.] Fare, thing, &c. So, in Chaucer’s “ Houle of 

Fame,” ver. 651, “ Ne ellis what [nor any thing elfe] fro women fent.” 
And in the “ Rom. R.” 6737, “ For to worchin as he had what,” i.e. 
wherewithal. Upton. 
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178 THE PABRIE QUEENE: B. 6. 
Tho having fed his fill, he there befyde 


Saw a faire damzell, which did weare a crowne 
O fundry flowres with filken ribbands tyde, 
Yclad in home-made greene that her owne hands had dyde. 
8. 
Upon a litle hillocke fhe was placed 
Higher then all the reft, and round about 
Environ’d with a girland, goodly graced, 
Of lovely laffes ; and them all without 
The luftie fhepheard {waynes fate in a rout,‘ 
The which did pype and fing her prayfes dew, 
And oft rejoyce, and oft for wonder fhout, 
As if fome miracle of heavenly hew 
Were downe to them defcended in that earthly vew. 
9. 
And foothly fure fhe was full fayre of face, 
And perfectly well fhapt in every lim, | 
Which fhe did more augment with modeft grace 
And comely carriage of her count’nance trim, 
That all the reft like leffer lamps did dim: 
Who her admiring as fome heavenly wight, 
Did for their foveraine goddefle her efteeme, 
And, caroling her name both day and night, 
The fayreft Paftorella her by name did hight. 
IO. 
Ne was there heard,* ne was there fhepheards fwayne, 
But her did honour; and eke many a one 


fate in a rout.] Company. Spenfer fometimes ufes * rout” for’a 
rabble or tumultuous crowds but here it is no notify or diforderly meeting. 
Compare Chaucer’s ** nine and twenty in a compagnie, that toward Can- 
terbury wolden ride;” one of which company, the Reve, is thus de- 
{cribed, Prol. 624 :— 

“And ever he rode the hindereft of the route.” 

Again, ‘March. Tale,” 9424: “ Of women many a route.” ‘Topp. 

& Ne was there beard.| ‘ Heard” is for heardman, who attended 
cattle, as a ** fhepherd” attended fheep: A. 8. heord. C. 


Burnt in her love, and with fweet pleafing payne 
Full many a night for her did figh and grone: 
But moft of all the fhepheard Coridon 
For her did languifh, and his deare life {pend ; 
Yet neither fhe for him nor other none 
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend : 
Though meane her lot, yet higher did her mind afcend. 
II. 
Her whyles Sir Calidore there vewed well, 
And markt her rare demeanure, which him feemed 
So farre the meane of fhepheards to excell, 
As that he in his mind her worthy deemed 
T’o be a Princes Paragone efteemed, 
He was unwares furprifd in fubtile bands 
Of the blynd boy; ne thence could be redeemed 
By any fkill out of his cruell hands ; 
Caught like the bird which gazing {till on others ftands. 
12. 
So ftood he ftill long gazing thereupon, 
Ne any will had thence to move away, 
Although his queft were farre afore him gon: 
But after he had fed, yet did he flay 
And fate there ftill, untill the flying day 
Was farre forth fpent, difcourfing diverfly 
Of fundry things as fell, to worke delay; 
And evermore his fpeach he did apply 


To th’ heards, but meant them to the damzels fantazy. 


ibe 
By this the moyftie night approching faft 

Her deawy humour gan on th’ earth to fhed, 
That warn’d the fhepheards to their homes to haft 
Their tender flocks, now being fully fed, 
For feare of wetting them before their bed. 
Then came to them a good old aged fyre, 
Whole filver lockes bedeckt his beard and hed, 
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With fhepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre, 
That wild the damzell rife; the day did now expyre. 
14. 
He was, to weet, by common voice efteemed 
The father of the fayreft Paftorell, 
An of her felfe in very deede fo deemed ; 
Yet was not fo; but, as old ftories tell," 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 
In th’ open fields an Infant left alone ; 
And taking up, brought home, and nourfed well 
As his owne chyld; for other he had none, 
That fhe in tract of time accompted was his owne. 
TS 
She at his bidding meekely did arife, 
And ftreight unto her litle flocke did fare: 
Then all the reft about her rofe likewife, 
And each his fundrie fheepe with feverall care 
Gathered together, and them homeward bare: 
Whyleft everie one with helping hands did ftrive 
Amongft themfelves, and did their labours fhare, 
To helpe faire Paftorella home to drive 
Her fleecie flocke ; but Coridon moft helpe did give. 
16. ; 
But Melibcee (fo hight that good old man) 
Now feeing Calidore left all alone, 
And night arrived hard at hand, began 
Him to invite unto his fimple home ; 
Which though it were a cottage clad with lome, 


» but, as old flories tell, &c.] See F. Q. iv. xii. g. This ftory of 
Paftorella is founded on the old romance called “* Doraftus and Fawnia,” 
from which Shakefpeare borrowed the plan of his play called the <* Win- 
ter’s Tale.” Upron. Upton’s reference to the F. Q. is an error, 
which we cannot fet right. What he calls the romance of “ Doraftus 
and Fawnia” was originally entitled ** Pandofto, the Triumph of Time,” 
when it was printed in 1588, and for many years afterwards: the author 
of it was Robert Greene, a celebrated poet, novelift and dramatift. C. 
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And all things therein meane, yet better fo 
To lodge then in the falvage fields to rome. 
The knight full gladly foone agreed thereto, 
Being his harts owne wifh, and home with him did go. 
Ls 

There he was welcom’d of that honeft fyre 
And of his aged Beldame homely well ; 
Who him befought himfelfe to difattyre, 
And reft himfelfe till fupper time befell ; 
By which home came the fayreft Paftorell, 
After her flocke fhe in their fold had tyde: 
And fupper readie dight they to it fell 
With {mall adoe, and nature fatisfyde, 

The which doth litle crave contented to abyde. 

18. 
Tho when they had their hunger flaked well, 
And the fayre mayd the table ta’ne away, 
The gentle knight, as he that did excell 
In courtefie and well could doe and fay, 
For fo great kindneffe as he found that day 
Gan greatly thanke his hoft and his good wife ; 
And drawing thence his fpeech another way, 
Gan highly to commend the happie life 
Which Shepheards lead, without debate or bitter ftrife. 
Ig. 

“© How much” (fayd he) ‘ more happie is the ftate 
In which ye, father, here doe dwell at eafe, 
Leading a life fo free and fortunate 
From all the tempefts of thefe worldly feas, 
Which toffe the reft in daungerous difeafe ; 
Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked enmitie 
Doe them afflict, which no man can appeafe ; 
That certes I your happineffe envie, 

And wifh my lot were plaft in fuch felicitie.” 
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20. 
‘¢ Surely, my fonne,” (then anfwer’d he againe) 
‘“< Tf happie; then it is in this intent, 
That having {mall yet doe I not complaine 
Of want, ne wifh for more it to augment, 
But doe my felfe with that I have content; 
So taught of nature, which doth litle need 
Of forreine helpes to lifes due nourifhment : 
The fields my food, my flocke my rayment breed ; 
No better doe I weare, no better doe I feed. 
21. 
“¢ Therefore I doe not any one envy, 
Nor am envyde of any one therefore : 
They, that have much, feare much to loofe thereby, 
And ftore of cares doth follow riches ftore.' 
The litle that I have growes dayly more 
Without my care, but onely to attend it ; 
My lambes doe every yeare increafe their fcore, 
And my flockes father™ daily doth amend it. 
Hit What have I, but to praife th’ Almighty that doth fend it! 
22. 
‘“* To them that lift the worlds gay fhowes I leave, 
And to great ones fuch follies doe forgive ; 
Which oft through pride do their owne perill weave, 
And through ambition downe themfelves doe drive 
To fad decay, that might contented live. 
Me no fuch cares nor combrous thoughts offend, 
Ne once my minds unmoved quiet grieve ; 


be; cH} 


' And ftore of cares doth follow riches ftore.] Almoft literally from 


Horace : — 
** Crefcentem fequitur cura pecuniam.” Upron. 

: And my flockes father.] This expreflion is taken from the paftoral 
poets: OQ. rparye, ray Nevudy aiyay dveo, Theocr. Id. viii. 49. “ Vir 
gregis ipfe caper,” Virgil, Ecl. vil. 7; and Spenfer again, “ Shep. Cal.” 
Feb: [vol.a. p. 2¢) -— 

“Thy flockes father his corage hath loft.” Upron. 
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But all the night in filver fleepe I fpend, a 
And all the day to what I lift I doe attend. Be 
ove ae 
«< Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed foe 
Unto my Lambes, and him diflodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne I practife from the Doe,’ 
Or from the Goat her kidde, how to convay : 
Another while I baytes and nets difplay 
The birds to catch, or fifhes to beguyle ; 
And when I wearie am, I downe doe lay 
My limbes in every fhade to reft from toyle, 
And drinke of every brooke when thirft my throte doth 
boyle. 
24. 
<¢ The time was once, in my firft prime of yeares, 
When pride of youth forth pricked my defire, 
That I difdain’d amongft mine equall peares 
To follow fheepe and fhepheards bafe attire: 
For further fortune then I would inquire ; 
And, leaving home, to roiall court I fought, 
Where I did fell my felfe for yearely hire, 
And in the Princes gardin daily wrought : 
There I beheld fuch vainenefle as I never thought. 
ise 
«¢ With fight whereof foone cloyd, and long deluded 
With idle hopes which them doe entertaine, 
After I had ten yeares my felfe excluded 
From native home, and {pent my youth in vaine, 
I gan my follies to my {felfe to plaine, 
And this {weet peace, whofe lacke did then appeare : 
Tho backe returning to my fheepe againe, 


| Sometime the fawne I prattife from the Doe.] Here “ practife’? is 
ufed in the old fenfe of artfully to contrive. At the fame date “ to 
convey ” meant fo ffeal. C. 
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I from thenceforth have learn’d to love more deare 
This lowly quiet life which I inherite here.” 
20% 
Whyleft thus he talkt, the knight with greedy eare 
Hong ftill upon his melting mouth attent ; 
Whofe fenfefull words empierft his hart fo neare, 
That he was rapt with double ravifhment, 
Both of his fpeach, that wrought him great content 
And alfo of the objeé& of his vew, 
On which his hungry eye was alwayes bent ; 
That twixt his pleafing tongue, and her faire hew, 
He loft himfelfe, and like one halfe entraunced grew. 
275 
Yet to occafion meanes to worke his mind, 
And to infinuate his harts defire, 
He thus replyde: “ Now furely, fyre, I find, 
That all this worlds gay fhowes, which we admire, 
Be but vaine fhadowes to this fafe retyre 
Of life, which here in lowlineffe ye lead, 
Fearelefle of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yre 
Which toffeth ftates, and under foot doth tread 
The mightie ones affrayd of every chaunges dread, 
28. 
“ That even I, which daily doe behold 
The glorie of the great mongft whom I won, 
And now have prov’d what happineffe ye hold 
In this {mall plot of your dominion, 
Now loath great Lordfhip and ambition ; 
And wifh the heaven fo much had graced mee, 
As graunt me live in like condition ; 
Or that my fortunes might tran{pofed bee 
From pitch of higher place unto this low degree.” 
exe 
“* In vaine” (faid then old Melibes) ‘““ doe men 
The heavens of their fortunes fault accufe, 


3 


ree 
By, 
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Sith they know beft what is the beft for them ; 
For they to each fuch fortune doe diffufe, 
As they doe know each can moft aptly ufe: 
For not that which men covet mott is beft, 
Nor that thing worft which men do moft refufe ; 
But fitteft is, that all contented reft 
With that they hold: each hath his fortune in his brett. 
sie? 
“It is the mynd that maketh good or ill, ™ 
That maketh wretch or happie, rich or poore ; 
For fome, that hath abundance at his will, 
Hath not enough, but wants in greateft ftore, 
And other, that hath litle, afkes no more, 
But in that litle is both rich and wife ; 
For wifedome is moft riches: fooles therefore 
They are which fortunes doe by vowes devize, 
Sith each unto himfelfe his life may fortunize.” " 
B0e 
*¢ Since then in each mans felf” (faid Calidore) 
*< It is to fafhion his owne lyfes eftate, 
Give leave awhyle, good father, in this fhore 
To reft my barcke, which hath bene beaten late 
With ftormes of fortune and tempeftuous fate 
In feas of troubles and of toylefome paine ; 
That, whether quite from them for to retrate 
I fhall refolve, or backe to turne againe, 
I may here with your felfe fome {mall repofe obtaine. 


i It is the mynd that maketh good or ill.| In thefe lines he plainly 
feems to have had his eye on thofe exalted Socratic fentiments which 
Juvenal has given us in the clofe of his tenth Satire. The laft-cited lines, 
in particular, point out to us the fenfe in which Spenfer underftood the 
two final controverted verfes of that Satire :— 

«* Nullum numen [abeft] habes, fi fit prudentia; fed te 
“ Nos facimus fortuna deam, coeloque locamus.” 'T. Warton. 

0 his life may fortunize.] A word of Spenfer’s own [which no other 

writer has adopted], See preceding ftanza, line g. CHuRcH. 
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Qos 
“« Not that the burden of fo bold a gueft 


Shall chargefull be, or chaunge to you at all ; 
For your meane food fhall be my daily feaft, 
And this your cabin both my bowre and hall: 
Befides, for recompence hereof I fhall 
You well reward, and golden guerdon give, 
That may perhaps you better much withall, 
And in this quiet make you fafer live.” 
So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it drive. 
33- 
But the good man, nought tempted with the offer 
Of his rich mould, did thruft it farre away, 
And thus befpake : “‘ Sir knight, your bounteous proffer 
Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill difplay 
That mucky mafle, the caufe of mens decay, 
That mote empaire my peace with daungers dread ; 
But if ye algates covet to aflay 
This fimple fort of life that fhepheards lead, 
| Be it your owne: our rudeneffe to your felfe aread.” 
34- 
So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell, 
And long while after, whileft him lift remaine, 
Dayly beholding the faire Paftorell, 
And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane: 
During which time he did her entertaine 
With all kind courtefies he could invent ; 
And every day, her companie to gaine, 
When to the field fhe went he with her went: 
So for to quench his fire he did it more augment. 
S6y; | 
But fhe that never had acquainted beene 
With fuch quient ufage, fit for Queenes and Kings, 
Ne ever had fuch knightly fervice feene, 
But being bred under bafe fhepheards wings, 
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Had ever learn’d to love the lowly things, 
Did litle whit regard his courteous guize, 
But cared more for Colins carolings°® 
Then all that he could doe, or ever devize : 
Fis layes, his loves, his lookes, fhe did them all defpize. 
Roe 
Which Calidore perceiving, thought it beft 
To chaunge the manner of his loftie looke ; 
And doffing his bright armes himfelfe addreft ” 
In fhepheards weed ; and in his hand he tooke, 
In ftead of fteelehead fpeare, a fhepheards hooke ; 
That who had feene him then, would have bethought 
On Phrygian Paris by Plexippus brooke, 
When he the love of fayre Benone fought,‘ 
What time the golden apple was unto him brought. 
37° 
So being clad unto the fields he went 
With the faire Paftorella every day, 
And kept her fheepe with diligent attent, 


° But cared more for Colins carolings.| Colin, or Colin Clout, was 
Spenfer’s paftoral and poetical name, vol. i. p. 118, &c.: we fhall hear 
more regarding him and his <‘ carolings” and piping hereafter. SeeSt. 41 
of the prefent, and St. 16 of the next Canto. C, 

P himfelfe addreft.| An unufual application of the verb to ** addrefs,” 
which often (as in St. 40 of this Canto) means to prepare—here to 
clothe. Richardfon has pointed out an inftance to the fame effeé& in 
Bifhop Jewell’s <* Defence of the Apologie” —**'Tecla fometimes addreffed 
herfelfe in mannes apparell.”” Chapman takes the fame liberty. C., 

1 When he the love of fayre Benone fought, &c.] ‘This is the reading 
of the quarto and all the folios: Hughes printed it “ Oenone,” which is 
indeed right; and yet Spenfer, I believe, wrote Benone, for he loves to 
mifwrite proper names. As he corrupts the name of *‘ Oenone” and 
writes Benone, fo he corrupts the name of the 4ro0k near which Oenone 
was educated, and who was faid to be the daughter of a fountain, and 
writes it Plexippus. ‘his is my real opinion of this very difficult paf- 
fage. I formerly underftood it otherwife: viz. that Plexippus was the 
fame as Hippocrene s from tTAITW, Ew, percutio, and irros, eqguus ; ima- 
ging that this whole ftory of Paris and the three goddeffes which ap- 
peared on Mount Ida was invented by the drinkers of the fountain 
Hippocrene. Upron. 
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Watching to drive the ravenous Wolfe away, 

The whyleft at pleafure fhe mote fport and play ; 
And every evening helping them to fold: 

And otherwhiles, for need, he did affay 

In his {trong hand their rugged teats to hold, 

And out of them to preffe the milke : love fo much could. 


38. 

Which feeing Coridon, who her likewife 

Long time had lov’d, and hop’d her love to gaine, 
He much was troubled at that ftraungers guize, 
And many gealous thoughts conceiv’d in vaine, 
That this of all his labour and long paine 

Should reap the harveft ere it ripened were : 

That made him fcoule, and pout, and oft complaine 
Of Paftorell to all the fhepheards there, 

That fhe did love a ftranger {wayne then him more dere. 
39: 

And ever, when he came in companie 

Where Calidore was prefent, he would loure 

And byte his lip, and even for gealoufie 

Was readie oft his owne heart to devoure, 
Impatient of any paramoure: 

Who, on the other fide, did feeme fo farre 

From malicing, or grudging his good houre, 

That all he could he graced him with her, 


Ne ever fhewed figne of rancour or of jarre. 


40. 

And oft, when Coridon unto her brought 
Or litle fparrowes ftolen from their nett, 
Or wanton f{quirrels in the woods farre fought, 

Or other daintie thing for her addreft, 

He would commend his guift, and make the bett ; 
Yet fhe no whit his prefents did regard, 
Ne him could find to fancie in her brett : 
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This newcome fhepheard had his market mard. 
Old love is litle worth when new is more prefard. 
ate 

One day, when as the fhepheard fwaynes together 
Were met to make their {ports and merrie glee, 
As they are wont in faire funfhynie weather, 
The whiles their flockes in fhadowes fhrouded bee, 
They fell to daunce: then did they all agree 
That Colin Clout fhould pipe, as one moft fit ; 
And Calidore fhould lead the ring, as hee 

That moft in Paftorellaes grace did fit: 
Thereat frown’d Coridon, and his lip clofely bit. 


42. 


But Calidore, of courteous inclination, 


Tooke Coridon and fet him in his place, 

That he fhould lead the daunte, as was his fafhion ; 
For Coridon could daunce, and trimly trace : 

And when as Paftorella, him to grace, 

Her flowry garlond tooke from her owne head, 
And plaft on his, he did it foone difplace, 

And did it put on Coridons in ftead: 


Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earft feemed dead. 


43> 
Another time, when as they did difpofe 
To practife games and maifteries to try, 
They for their Judge did Paftorella chofe ; 
A garland was the meed of victory : 
There Coridon forth ftepping openly 
Did chalenge Calidore to wreftling game; 
For he, through long and perfect induftry, 


Therein well practifd was, and in the fame 


Thought fure t’ avenge his grudge, and worke his foe 


great fhame. 
44. 
But Calidore he greatly did miftake, 
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For he was {trong and mightily ftiffe pight, 
That with one fall his necke he almoft brake ; 
And had he not upon him fallen light, 
His deareft joynt he fure had broken quight. 
Then was the oaken crowne by Paftorell 
Given to Calidore as his due right ; 
But he, that did in courtefie excell, 
Gave it to Coridon, and faid he wonne it well. 
45- 
Thus did the gentle knight himfelfe abeare 
Amongftt that rufticke rout in all his deeds, 
That even they, the which his rivals were, 
Could not maligne him, but commend him needs ; 
For courtefie amongft the rudeft breeds 
Good will and favour. So it furely wrought 
With this faire Mayd, and in her mynde the feeds 
Of perfect love did fow, that laft forth brought 
The fruite of joy and bliffe, though long time dearely 
bought. 
46. 
Thus Calidore continu’d there long time 
To winne the love of the faire Paftorell, 
Which having got, he ufed without crime 
Or blamefull blot ; but menaged fo well, 
That he, of all the reft which there did dwell,' 
Was favoured and to her grace commended. 
But what f{traunge fortunes unto him befell, 
Ere he attain’d the point by him intended, 
Shall more conveniently in other place be ended. 


* which there did dwell.| SoI read with the fecond and third folios. 
Mr. Church follows the reading of Spenfer’s own edition, « did well,” 
and he explains it, did /frive to recommend themfelves. 1 am rather of 
opinion that ‘‘ well” is an error of the prefs. Topp. There can be 
little doubt on the point: «* did dwell,” carelefsly pronounced, founds 
like did wells and one word ending with d, and the next beginning 


with the fame letter, the old compofitor was evidently confufed, and 
mifprinted the paflage. C., 


Calidore fees the Graces. daunce 
To Colins melody ; 

The whiles his Paftorell is led 

Into captivity. 


I. 
“FLO now does follow the foule Blatant 


\ Q 3 Re by, Beatt, 


KO" NO) Whileft Calidore does follow that faire 
NWS, Mer 
: Unmyndfull of his vow, and high beheaft 

Which by the Faery Queene was on him layd, 

That he fhould never leave, nor be delayd 

From chacing him, till he had it attchieved ? 

But now, entrapt of love, which him betrayd, 

He mindeth more how he may be relieved 
With grace from her, whofe love his heart hath fore 
engrieved. 


2. 


That from henceforth he meanes no more to few 
His former queft, {fo full of toile and paine: 
Another queft, another game in vew 
He hath, the guerdon of his love to gaine ; 
With whom he myndes for ever to remaine, 

And fet his reft amoneft the rufticke fort, 
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Rather then hunt ftill after fhadowes vaine 
Of courtly favour, fed with light report 
Of every blafte, and fayling alwaies on the port.’ 
3. 
Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be 
From fo high ftep to ftoupe unto fo low ; 
For who had tafted once (as oft did he) 
The happy peace which there doth overflow, 
And prov’d the perfect pleafures which doe grow 
Amongft poore hyndes, in hils, in woods, in dales, 
Would never more delight in painted fhow 
Of fuch falfe bliffe, as there is fet for ftales” 
T° entrap unwary fooles in their eternall bales. 
4. 
For what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
Like to one fight which Calidore did vew? 
The glaunce whereof their dimmed eies would daze, — 
That never more they fhould endure the fhew 
Of that funne-fhine that makes them looke afkew: 
Ne ought, in all that world of beauties rare, 
(Save onely Glorianaes heavenly hew, 
To which what can compare ?) can it compare ; 
The which, as commeth now, by courfe I will declare. 


4. 
One day, as he did raunge the fields abroad, 
Whileft his faire Paftorella was elfewhere, 


a 


and fayling alwaies on the port.] ‘On the port,” or towards the 
port, without arriving at it, is much more intelligible than “ iz the ports” 
which was the reading of editions after the firft of 1596, and which has 
been ufually adopted, without reafon. C. 

> as there is fet for ftales.| For devices, fays Todd; but the mean- 
ing of < ftales” here, and in the various quotations adduced by the 
commentators, is decoys, which were fet “to entrap unwary fools.” 
Thus in Robert Greene’s “* Mamillia,” 1 583 (not 1596, as given by Todd) 
— That the might not ftrike at the /a/e, left fhe were canvafled in the 
nets.” ‘The ufe of “ ftale”” was fometimes perfonal, and Shakefpeare has 
it for @ wanton, a falking-horfe, a pretext. C. 
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He chaunft to come, far from all peoples troad, 
Unto a place whofe pleafaunce did appere 
To paffe all others on the earth which were : 
For all that ever was by natures {kill 
Devized to worke delight was gathered there, 
And there by her were poured forth at fill, 
As if, this to adorne, fhe all the reft did pill.° 
6. 
It was an hill plafte in an open plaine, 
That round about was bordered with a wood 
Of matchleffe hight, that feem’d th’ earth to difdaine;‘ 
In which all trees of honour ftately ftood, 
And did all winter as in fommer bud, 
Spredding pavilions for the birds to bowre, 
Which in their lower braunches fung aloud ; 
And in their tops the foring hauke did towre, 
Sitting like King of fowles in majefty and powre: 


7p 
And at the foote thereof a gentle flud 
His filver waves did foftly tumble downe, 
Unmard with ragged moffe or filthy mud ; 
Ne mote wylde beaftes, ne mote the ruder clowne, 
Thereto approch ; ne filth mote therein drowne: 
But Nymphes and Faeries by the bancks did fit 
In the woods fhade which did the waters crowne, 
Keeping all noyfome things away from it, 
And to the waters fall tuning their accents fit. 
8. 
And on the top thereof a fpacious plaine 


© foe all the reft did pill. She all the reft did rod: to “pill” is to 
plunder, to freal: hence pillage ; but the etymology is uncertain. Some 
have, improbably, traced it to the Greek, mdeiv, denfare. C. 

¢ Of matchleffe hight, that feem’d th’ earth to difdaine.| This line 
fhows how Spenfer relied upon the ear of his reader: otherwife, he 
might have written /daine for *‘difdaine,” (as he has done in fome other 
places) and the earth for ‘‘th’ earth.” C. 
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194 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BiG: 
Did fpred it felfe, to ferve to all delight, 


Either to daunce, when they to daunce would faine, 
Or elfe to courfe about their bafes light ;° 
Ne ought there wanted which for pleafure might 
Defired be, or thence to banifh bale, 
So pleafauntly the hill with equall hight 
Did feeme to overlooke the lowly vale ; 

Therefore it rightly cleeped was mount Acidale. 


g. 
They fay that Venus, when fhe did difpofe 
Her felfe to pleafaunce, ufed to refort 
Unto this place, and therein to repofe 
And reft her felfe as in a gladfome port, 
Or with the Graces there to play and fport; 
That even her owne Cytheron,‘ though in it 
She ufed moft to keepe her royall court, 
And in her foveraine Majetty to fit, 
She in regard hereof refufde and thought unfit. 
To: 
Unto this place when as the Elfin Knight 
Approcht, him feemed that the merry found 
Of a fhrill pipe he playing heard on hight, 
And many feete faft thumping th’ hollow ground, 
That through the woods their Eccho did rebound. 
He nigher drew to weete what mote it be: 
There he a troupe of Ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfull glee, 
And in the midft a Shepheard piping he did fee. 
II. 
He durft not enter into th’ open greene, 


* Or elfe to courfe about their bafes light.) He feems to allude to 
the country fport called ** Prifon-bafe,” or “ Prifon-bars,” Upron. 

* That even her owne Cytheron.] Critics have complained that 
Spenfer, like Chaucer, calls it « Cytheron,” inftead of Cythera. They 
alfo allege that he makes the fecond fyllable fhort; but, as Church 
remarks, pronounce “even” as one fyllable, and all is right. C, 


ttetasth 
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For dread of them unwares to be defcryde, 
For breaking of their daunce, if he were feene ; 
But in the covert of the wood did byde, 
Beholding all, yet of them unefpyde. 
There he did fee that pleafed much his fight, 
That even he him felfe his eyes envyde, 
An hundred naked maidens lilly white 
All raunged in a ring and dauncing in delight. 
12. 
All they without were raunged in a ring, 
And daunced round; but in the midft of them 
Three other Ladies did both daunce and fing, 
The whileft the reft them round about did hemme, 
And like a girlond did in compaffe ftemme: 
And tn the middeft of thofe fame three was placed 
Another Damzell, as a precious gemme 
Amidft a ring moft richly well enchaced, 
That with her goodly prefence all the reft much graced. 
Ti 
Looke! how the crowne, which Ariadne wore 
Upon her yvory forehead, that fame day 
That Thefeus her unto his bridale bore, 
When the bold Centaures made that bloudy fray 
With the fierce Lapithes which did them difmay, 
Being now placed in the firmament, 
Through the bright heaven doth her beams difplay, 
And is unto the ftarres an ornament, 
Which round about her move in order excellent: 
ro 
Such was the beauty of this goodly band, 
Whofe fundry parts were here too long to tell; 
But fhe that in the midft of them did ftand 
Seem’d all the reft in beauty to excell, 
Crownd with a rofie girlond that right well 
Did her befeeme: And ever, as the crew 
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About her daunft, fweet flowres that far did f{mell 
And fragrant odours they uppon her threw ; 


But moft of all thofe three did her with gifts endew. 


23) 


Thofe were the Graces, daughters of delight, 


Handmaides of Venus, which are wont to haunt 
Uppon this hill, and daunce there day and night : 
Thofe three to men all gifts of grace do graunt ; 
And all that Venus in her felfe doth vaunt 

Is borrowed of them. But that faire one, 

That in the midft was placed paravaunt, 

Was fhe to whom that fhepheard pypt alone ; 


That made him pipe fo merrily, as never none. 


nO: 


She was, to weete, that jolly Shepheards laffe, * 


Which piped there unto that merry rout ; 

That jolly fhepheard, which there piped, was 

Poore Colin Clout, (who knowes not Colin Clout ?) 
He pypt apace, whileft they him daunft about. 
Pype, jolly fhepheard, pype thou now apace 

Unto thy love that made thee low to lout : 

Thy love is prefent there with thee in place ; 


Thy love is there advaunft to be another Grace. 


173 


Much wondred Calidore at this ftraunge fight, 


Whofe like before his eye had never feene ; 

And ftanding long aftonifhed in fpright, 

And rapt with pleafaunce, wift not what to weene, 
Whether it were the traine of beauties Queene, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, or enchaunted fhow, 
With which his eyes mote have deluded beene. 


& She was, to weete, that jolly Shepheards laffé.| Colin Clout is 


Spenfer: this lafs, whom he fo much praifes and chara¢terifes in St. 25, 
images her whom he married, being forfaken by the fair Rofalind. Up- 
TON. Refpeéting Colin and Rofalind, fee vol. i. pp.108, 124,126, &c. C. 
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Therefore, refolving what it was to know, 

Out of the wood he rofe, and toward them did go. 

18. 

But foone as he appeared to their vew, 

They vanifht all away” out of his fight, 

And cleane were gone, which way he never knew ; 

All fave the fhepheard, who, for fell defpight 

Of that difpleafure, broke his bag-pipe quight, 

And made great mone for that unhappy turne: 

But Calidore, though no lefie fory wight 

For that mifhap, yet feeing him to mourne, 

Drew neare, that he the truth of all by him mote learne. 
1g. 

And, firft him greeting, thus unto him fpake: 

“« Ffaile, jolly fhepheard, which thy joyous dayes 

Here leadeft in this goodly merrymake, 

Frequented of thefe gentle Nymphes alwayes, 

Which to thee flocke to heare thy lovely layes! 

Tell me, what mote thefe dainty Damzels be, 

Which here with thee doe make their pleafant playes? 

Right happy thou that mayeft them freely fee! 

But why, when I them faw, fled they away from me?” 

20. 

“< Not I fo happy,” anfwerd then that {waine, 

‘¢ As thou unhappy, which them thence didft chace, 

Whom by no meanes thou canft recall againe ; 

For, being gone, none can them bring in place, 

But whom they of them felves lift fo to grace.” 

“ Right fory I,” (faide then Sir Calidore) 

«That my ill fortune did them hence difplace ; 

But fince things paffed none may now reftore, 

Tell me, what were they all whofe lacke thee grieves fo 

fore?” 


h They vanifbt all away.| Perhaps the allufion is that Sir Philip 


Sidney, imaged in Calidore, drew Spenfer from his ruftic mufe to court. 


Urron. We are without direét evidence on the point. C. 


cientck 


Se OL ee Race i vee hte 


amon tne 6 
core 


Sen ierinsateetat nets 
Beye te hh ia tinetes 
g, cea tieeleana spines 


he aqtet ertone 


Ke 


ep nat br regan aire meee one bhidt >? acathabesatinn 128) 
Ssotes euemeacenirtinttne scores isn ent reste 
at z td {by och: Cea Bin apes w 

Soo Sebi talus saber ieacen need epee 


ee 


2. 


—— 


198 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


21s 


Tho gan that fhepheard thus for to dilate: 


«Then wote, thou fhepheard, whatfoever thou bee, 
That all thofe Ladies, which thou faweft late, 

Are Venus Damzels, all within her fee, 

But differing in honour and degree : 

They all are Graces which on her depend, 

Befides a thoufand more which ready bee 

Her to adorne, when fo fhe forth doth wend ; 


But thofe three in the midft doe chiefe on her attend. 


a2 


“¢ ‘They are the daughters of fky-ruling Jove,' 


By him begot of faire Eurynome, 

The Oceans daughter, in this pleafant grove, 
As he, this way comming from feaftfull glee 
Of Thetis wedding with AEcidee," 

In fommers fhade him felfe here refted weary : 
The firft of them hight mylde Euphrofyne, 
Next faire Aglaia, laft Thalia merry ; 


Sweete Goddefles all three, which me in mirth do cherry!' 


1 They are the daughters of fey-ruling Fove, &c.] What Spenfer 


here fays of the Graces is from Hefiod and Seneca. See Hefiod, Theog. 
ver. 907. Tpeis dé 0; Ebpuvouy Xapiras rene, x. 7. X. And Seneca, 
** De Benef.” i. 3 :—** Num dicam quare tres Gratiz, et quare forores 
fint, &c.” Jortin. Compare Hygin. in Prefat. « Ex Jove et Eurynome 
Gratiz,”’ with the notes of the learned editor ; and Natal. Comes, L. iv. 
C.15. Upron. Milton, in “ L’Allegro,” reprefents the Graces as the 
offspring of Venus and Bacchus. This mythology, as an ingenious critic 
on that paflage obferves, fuits the nature of Milton’s fubjeét ; but I cannot 
be perfuaded that fuch a licence is allowable on any occafion. See Eury- 
nome mentioned in “ Par. Loft,” B. x. 1. 580. T. Warron. 


* wedding with AEcidee.] He fhould have faid acides, but the 


rhyme would not admit it: perhaps acidees; but the old Englifh 
poets took ftrange liberties with proper names. Milton endeavours to 
juftify this abufe, unfuccefsfully, in my opinion. Jortm. Chaucer, in 
his * Legend of Ariadne,” affords a remarkable inftance of this abufe 
that Dr. Jortin complains of. Three feveral times, within the compafs 
of forty lines, he tranfpofes the letters which form the name “ Ariadne,” 
and, for the fake of his rhyme, writes Adriane. CHURCH. 


' which me in mirth do cherry.) For cherifo. Cxuurcn. Poflibly 


for cheer, or encourage. C. 
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23. 
‘< Thefe three on men all gracious gifts beftow, 
Which decke the body or adorne the mynde, 
To make them lovely or wellfavoured fhow ; 
As comely carriage, entertainement kynde, 
Sweete femblaunt, friendly offices that bynde, 
And all the complements of curtefie : 
They teach us how to each degree and kynde 
We fhould our felves demeane, to low, to hie, 
To friends, to foes; which {kill men call Civility. 
24. 
“‘ Therefore they alwaies {moothly feeme to fmile, 
That we likewife fhould mylde and gentle be; 
And alfo naked are, that without guile | 
Or falfe diffemblaunce all them plaine may fee, 
Simple and true, from covert malice free ; 
And eeke them felves fo in their daunce they bore, 
That two of them ftill froward™ feem’d to bee, 
But one ftill towards fhew’d her felfe afore ; 
That good fhould from us goe, then come, in greater ftore. 
Do 
“Such were thofe Goddeffes which ye did fee ; 
But that fourth Mayd, which there amidft them traced, 
Who can aread what creature mote fhe bee, 
Whether a creature, or a goddefle graced 
With heavenly gifts from heven firft enraced ? 
But what fo fure fhe was, fhe worthy was 
To be the fourth with thofe three other placed : 
Yet was fhe certes but a countrey laffe ; 


Yet fhe all other countrey laffes farre did paffe: 


m That two of them frill froward.| Here we reluétantly defert the 
4to. 1596, where what ought to be ‘‘ froward” is mifprinted forward 
—the very reverfe of what muft have been intended. ‘“‘ Froward,” of 
courfe, is from ward, and it is put in oppofition to “ towards” in the 
next line. Some editors have adopted forward, and others “‘ froward :” 
in the folio 1611 the word is, for the firft time, ** froward.”? C. 
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DA ee 
‘< So farre, as doth the daughter of the day 
All other leffer lights in light excell ; 
So farre doth fhe in beautyfull array 
Above all other laffes beare the bell: 
Ne leffe in vertue that befeemes her well 
Doth fhe exceede the reft of all her race ; 
For which the Graces, that here wont to dwell, 
Have for more honor brought her to this place, 
And graced her fo much to be another Grace. 
oF. 
«* Another Grace fhe well deferves to be, 
In whom fo many Graces gathered are, 
Excelling much the meane of her degree ; 
i Divine refemblaunce, beauty foveraine rare, 
| Firme Chaftity, that fpight ne blemifh dare: 
All which fhe with fuch courtefie doth grace, 
| | That all her peres cannot with her compare, 
| But quite are dimmed when fhe is in place: 
Hl She made me often pipe, and now to pipe apace. 
29. 
“«< Sunne of the world, great glory of the fky, 
That all the earth doeft lighten with thy rayes, 
Great Gloriana, greateft Majefty ! 
Pardon thy fhepheard, mongft fo many layes 
As he hath fung of thee in all his dayes, 
To make one minime of thy poore handmayd, 
And underneath thy feete to place her prayfe ; 
That when thy glory fhall be farre difplayd 
To future age, of her this mention may be made!” 
29. 
When thus that fhepheard aie had his {peach, 
Sayd Calidore: ‘‘ Now fure it yrketh mee, 
That to thy bliffe I made this luckeleffe breach, 
As now the authour of thy bale to be, 
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Thus to bereave thy loves deare fight from thee: 
But, gentle Shepheard, pardon thou my fhame, 
Who rafhly fought that which I mote not fee.” 
Thus did the courteous Knight excufe his blame, 
And to recomfort him all comely meanes did frame. 
30. 
In fuch difcourfes they together fpent 
Long time, as fit occafion forth them led ; 


With which the Knight him felfe did much content, 


And with delight his greedy fancy fed 

Both of his words, which he with reafon red, 
And alfo of the place, whofe pleafures rare 
With fuch regard his fences ravifhed, 

That thence he had no will away to fare, 


But wifht that with that fhepheard he mote dwelling fhare. 


ee 

But that envenimd fting, the which of yore 
His poyfnous point deepe fixed in his hart 
Had left, now gan afrefh to rancle fore, 
And to renue the rigour of his {mart ; 
Which to recure no {kill of Leaches art 
Mote him availe, but to returne againe 
To his wounds worker, that with lovely dart 


Dinting his breft had bred his reftleffe paine ; 


Like as the wounded Whale to fhore flies from the maine. 


BoE 
So, taking leave of that fame gentle Swaine, 


He backe returned to his rufticke wonne, 
Where his faire Paftorella did remaine: 
To whomme, in fort as he at firft begonne, 


He daily did apply him felfe to donne” 


n apply him felfe to donne.| To do. Chaucer ufes this orthography 
frequently, from the Anglo-Sax. don, to aét, todo. See Somner. And 
thus Fairfax [‘* Godfrey of Bulloigne’’], B. i. 70 —**'To done his lord’s 
beheft.” Upron. Spenfer only ufes “‘donne” for the rhyme’s fake. 
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All dewfull fervice, voide of thoughts impure ;° 
Ne any paines ne perill did he fhonne, 
By which he might her to his love allure, 
And liking in her yet untamed heart procure. 
33> 
And evermore the fhepheard Coridon, 
What ever thing he did her to aggrate, 
Did ftrive to match with ftrong contention, 
And all his paines did clofely emulate ; 
Whether it were to caroll, as they fate 
Keeping their fheepe, or games to exercize, 
Or to prefent her with their labours late ; 
Through which if any grace chauntt to arize 
To him, the Shepheard ftreight with jealoufie did frize. 
34+ 
One day, as they all three together went 
To the greene wood to gather ftrawberies, 
There chaunft to them a dangerous accident : 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did rife, 
That with fell clawes full of fierce gourmandize, 
And greedy mouth wide gaping like hell gate, 
Did runne at Paftorell her to furprize ; 
Whom fhe beholding, now all defolate, 
Gan cry to them aloud to helpe her all too late.? 
35: 
Which Coridon firft hearing ran in haft 
To refkue her ; but when he faw the feend, 


° voide of thoughts impure.] It is impare in the 4to. 1596, but the 
rhyme correéts the mifprint. See “ Troil. and Crefs.” A. iv. Sc. 5. C. 

P to belpe her all too late.| It was not “all too late,” becaufe Pafto- 
rella was refcued ; and Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, puts it, 
** to helpe ere all too late,” 1. e. to help her before it was too late. We 
have little doubt that ere was Spenfer’s word, and that the old com- 
pofitor, reading it with an afpirate, printed “* her” inftead of ere. Ne- 
verthelefs, the text of every early impreflion may poflibly be right, and 
we therefore do not alter it. C. 
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Through cowherd feare he fled away as faft, 

Ne durft abide the daunger of the end ; 

His life he fteemed dearer then his frend: 

But Calidore foone comming to her ayde, 

When he the beaft faw ready now to rend 

His loves deare fpoile, in which his heart was prayde,! 
He ran at him enraged, in ftead of being frayde. 

oe 

He had no weapon but his fhepheards hooke 

To ferve the vengeaunce of his wrathfull will ; 

With which fo fternely he the monfter f{trooke, 

That to the ground aftonifhed he fell ; 

Whence ere he could recow’r, he did him quell, 

And hewing off his head, [he] it prefented* 

Before the feete of the faire Paftorell ; 

Who, fearcely yet from former feare exempted, 
A thoufand times him thankt that had her death prevented. 


Sule 
From that day forth fhe gan him to affect, 
And daily more her favour to augment ; 
But Coridon for cowherdize reject, 
Fit to keepe fheepe, unfit for loves content : 
The gentle heart fcornes bafe difparagement. 


4 in which his heart was prayde.| In which his own heart was 
the prey: fo St. 4o—‘ the which they then did pray,” i.e. did prey 
upon. UPpron. 

t And hewing off his head, [he] it prefented.| It does not appear how 
Calidore could have hewed off the beait’s head, feeing, as Spenfer ex- 
prefsly tells us, that ‘he had no weapon.” ‘This difficulty does not 
{eem to have prefented itfelf to the commentators, but they juftly obferve 
upon the deficiency of the line without the pronoun “‘he.” Jortin and 
Upton would convert *‘ head” into a diflyllable, a procefs to which it 
was never before fubjeéted ; while others, without authority, folio 
or 4to, have inferted ** he.” We think the latter the eafieft, as well as 
the beft, way of remedying the undoubted defect, and we place it between 
brackets. It deferves remark that Drayton takes no notice of any fuch 
omiffion; but “* ead” was never pronounced he-ad. C. 
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Yet Calidore did not defpife him quight, 
But ufde him friendly for further intent, 
That by his fellowfhip he colour might 
Both his eftate and love from {kill of any wight.’ 


Siew 
So well he woo’d her, and fo well he wrought her, 
With humble fervice, and with daily fute, 
That at the laft unto his will he brought her ; 
Which he fo wifely well did profecute, 
That of his love he reapt the timely frute, 
And joyed long in clofe felicity, 
Till fortune, fraught with malice, blinde and brute, 
That envies lovers long profperity, 
Blew up a bitter ftorme of foule adverfity. 


39: 
It fortuned one day, when Calidore 
Was hunting in the woods, (as was his trade)’ 
A lawleffe people, Brigants hight of yore, 
That never ufde to live by plough nor fpade, 
But fed on fpoile and booty, which they made 
Upon their neighbours which did nigh them border, 
The dwelling of thefe fhepheards did invade ; 

And fpoyld their houfes, and them felves did murder, 
And drove away their flocks ; with other much diforder. 
40. 

Amongtt the reft, the which they then did pray," 
They fpoyld old Melibee of all he had, 


8 from frill of any wight.| < Skill,” from the A. S. /cy/az, means to 
Jeparate and diftingui/b, and the fubftantive, of old, was not unfrequently 
employed, as here, for knowledge: ‘from fkill of any wight” is there- 
fore from the acquaintance of any perfon. We have “ fkill” (with the 
epithet ‘* wily,”) for knowledge in F. Q. B. i. C. xii. St. 345 vol. 11. p. 
78. This fenfe of the word was not uncommon, C. 

t as was his trade.| As was his courfe, practice, or cufiom: from 
A. S. traedan, figuratively applied. C. 

« which they then did pray.| Made a prey of. See St. 35. CHURCH. 
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And all his people captive led away ; 
Monegft which this luckleffe mayd away was lad, 
Faire Paftorella, forrowfull and fad, 
Moft forrowfull, moft fad, that ever fight,* 
Now made the fpoile of theeves and Brigants bad, 
Which was the conqueft of the gentleft Knight 
That ever liv’d, and th’ onely glory of his might. 
ATs, 
With them alfo was taken Coridon, 
And carried captive by thofe theeves away ; 
Who in the covert of the night, that none 
Mote them defcry, nor refkue from their pray, 
Unto their dwelling did them clofe convay. 
Their dwelling in a little Ifland was, 
Covered with fhrubby woods, in which no way 
Appeared for people in nor out to pas, 
Nor any footing fynde for overgrowen gras : 


42. 

For underneath the ground their way was made 
Through hollow caves, that no man mote difcover 
For the thicke fhrubs, which did them alwaies fhade 
From view of living wight and covered over ; 

But darkeneffe dred and daily night did hover’ 
Through all the inner parts, wherein they dwelt ; 
Ne lightned was with window, nor with lover,’ 


x that ever fight.| That ever did figh, or grieve, as Spenfer elfe- 
where ufes it. Topp. Here and elfewhere Todd printed “fight” with 
an apoftrophe, /igh’t; but it does not fo ftand in the original: it is, 
however, a matter of {mall importance. C. 

Y and daily night did hover.| Church would here fubftitute the 
epithet deadly for “ daily,” apparently not perceiving that what Spenfer 
meant was that even during the day it was night in the brigand’s cave. 
Todd thought Church’s note worth preferving. C. 

2 nor with lover.| Or loover » Fr. louver. A place to let in light 
on the top of a houfe, fuch as is on dove-houfes. Cuurcu. Fr. Pou- 
verte, from ouvrer, to open. Upton. 
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But with continuall candle light, which delt 
A doubtfull fenfe of things, not fo well feene as felt.* 


43. 
Hither thofe Brigants brought their prefent pray, 
And kept them with continuall watch and ward ; 
Meaning, fo foone as they convenient may, 
For flaves to fell them for no {mall reward 
To Merchants, which them kept in bondage hard, 
Or fold againe. Now when faire Paftorell 
Into this place was brought, and kept with gard 
Of griefly theeves, fhe thought her felf in hell, 
Where with fuch damned fiends fhe fhould in darkneffe 
dwell. 

44. 


But for to tell the dolefull dreriment 


And pittifull complaints which there fhe made, 
Where day and night fhe nought did but lament 
Her wretched life fhut up in deadly fhade, 

And wafte her goodly beauty, which did fade 
Like to a flowre that feeles no heate of funne, 
Which may her feeble leaves with comfort glade ; 


® A doubtfull fenfe of things, not fo well feene as felt.] After this 


manner Milton, “ Par. L.” B. 11. 406 :— 


«< And through the pa/pable ob/cure find out 
“* His uncouth way.” 


But the phrafe is founded on the following expreffion of Scripture: “*And 
the Lord faid unto Mofes, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that 


there may be darknefs over the land of Egypt, even darkne/s which may 
be felt.” [Exod. x. 21,22.] It is rendered by the Septuagint WyAa- 
Qyrov oxdrog. ‘The like expreffion occurs in Hobbes: ‘ To this pa/- 


pable darkne/s 1 might add the ambiguous obfcurity of expreflion more 


than is perfectly conceived.” Anfwer to Gondibert’s Pref. 1650, p. 


137. ‘I. Warton. 


heirs. 


i 


> with comfort glade.| Make glad [or gladden], as in Chaucer’s 


“* Nonnes Pr, Prol.” 14817, edit. Tyrwhitt :— 
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**Telle us {wiche thing, as may our hertes g/ade.” Topp. 
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And what befell her® in that theevifh wonne, 
Will in another Canto better be begonne. 


© And what befell her, &c.| This is the correétion of the firft folio, 
to which every fubfequent edition has attended, except that of 1751, in 
which Spenfer’s own reading, “* But what,” &c. is followed. Topp. 
It has been ufual to print from ‘* Where day and night,” down to with 
comfort glade,” in parenthefis; but fuch is not the cafe with the poem 
as, we may prefume, it came from Spenfer’s pen, and as we find it printed 
in the edition 4to. 1596, which moft of the commentators fuppofe 
to have been fupervifed by the poet. The ftanza muft, however, be fo 
read, as will at once be perceived, for the fenfe runs on from the end of 
the fecond to the beginning of the eighth line. C. 
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The Theeves fall out for Paftorell, 
Whileft Melibee is flaine : 

Her Calidore from them redeemes, 
And bringeth backe againe. 


Ly 
GSD ZO) HE joyes of love, if they fhould ever laft 
| 2 Without affliction or difquietneffe 
That worldly chaunces doe amongft 
them caft, 
Would be on earth too great a bleffed- 


nefie, 

Liker to heaven then mortall wretchedneffe : 

Therefore the winged God, to let men weet 

That here on earth is no fure happineffe, 

A thoufand fowres hath tempred with one fweet, 
To make it feeme more deare and dainty, as is meet. 

2. 

Like as is now befalne to this faire Mayd, 

Faire Paftorell,? of whom is now my fong: 


@ Faire Paftorell, &c.] ‘The diftrefs of Paftorell is certainly fome- 
what fimilar to that of Ariofto’s Ifabel, who is feized by certain outlaws 
or pirates, and imprifoned in a cave, in order to be fold for a flave, C. 
xii, St. gi, feq. But this paftoral part of the ‘* Faerie Queene” feems 
to have been occafioned by Sidney’s ‘* Arcadia,” and in conformity to 
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Who being now in dreadfull darkneffe layd 
Amongtt thofe theeves, which her in bondage ftrong 
Detaynd ; yet Fortune, not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater mifchiefe on her threw, 
And forrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
That who fo heares her heavineffe, would rew 

And pitty her fad plight, fo chang’d from pleafaunt hew. 

ay 

Whyleft thus fhe in thefe hellith dens remayned, 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts unreft, 
It fo befell, (as Fortune had ordayned) 
That he which was their Capitaine profett, 
And had the chiefe commaund of all the reft, 
One day, as he did all his prifoners vew, 
With luftfull eyes beheld that lovely gueft, 
Faire Paftorella, whofe fad mournefull hew 


Like the faire Morning clad in mifty fog did fhew. 


the common fafhion of the times, which abounded in paftoral poetry. 
Hence our author, in his “ Tears of the Mufes [Euterpe] :’— 
“Our pleafant groves which planted were with paines, 
*< That with our mufick wont fo oft to ring, 
“ And arbors {weet in which the Shepherd fwaines 
““ Were wont fo oft their pastorats to fing, 
“They have cut downe, and all their pleafaunce mard, 
"That now zo pa/foral is to be hard.” 
And Hall, in the Prologue to his «¢ Satires,” publifhed in 1597 :— 


“Would yee but breathe within a wax-bound quill 
<< Pan’s feven-fold pipe, fome p/aintive PASTORAL ; 
“<'To teach each hallowed grove, and fhrubbie hill, 
** Fach murmuring brook, and folitarie vale, 

“*'T’o found our love, and to our fong accord, 

** Wearying echo with one changelefle word.” 


And, in the firft Satire, he declares that he cannot follow the fafhion- 
able cant of the times :— 


> 


“* Nor under everie bank, and everie tree, 

‘<< Speake rimes unto mine oaten minftralfie.”’ 
The Mifcellanies of Queen Elizabeth’s age, and of the following reign, 
are filled with this {pecies of poetry. TT. Warton. Warton’s firtt 
quotation from Hall is from the “* Defiance to Envy,” and not from the 
Prologue to his Satires. C. 
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4. 
At fight whereof his barbarous heart was fired, 
And inly burnt with flames moft raging whot, 
That her alone he for his part defired 
Of all the other pray which they had got, 
And her in mynde did to him felfe allot. 
From that day forth he kyndneffe to her fhowed, 
And fought her love by all the meanes he mote ; 
With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed, 
And mixed threats among, and much unto her vowed. 


But all that ever he could doe or fay 
Her conftant mynd could not a whit remove, 
Nor draw unto the lure of his lewd lay, 
To graunt him favour or afford him love: 
Yet ceaft he not to few, and all waies prove, 
By which he mote accomplifh his requett, 
Saying and doing all that mote behove ; 
Ne day nor night he fuffred her to reft, 
| But her all night did watch, and all the day molett. 
6. 
At laft, when him fhe fo importune faw, 
Fearing leaft he at length the raines would lend 
Unto his luft, and make his will his law, 
Sith in his powre fhe was to foe or frend, 
She thought it beft, for fhadow to pretend 
Some fhew of favour, by him gracing f{mall, 
That fhe thereby mote either freely wend, 
Or at more eafe continue there his thrall : 
A little well is lent that gaineth more withall. 
We 
So from thenceforth, when love he to her made, 
With better tearmes fhe did him entertaine, 
Which gave him hope, and did him halfe perfwade, 
That he in time her joyance fhould obtaine: 


— 
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But when the faw, through that fmall favours gaine, 
That further then fhe willing was he preft, 
She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine 
A {fodaine fickeneffe which her fore opprett, 
And made unfit to ferve his lawleffe mindes behett. 
8. 
By meanes whereof fhe would not him permit 
Once to approch to her in privity, 
But onely mongit the reft by her to fit, 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 
And feeking all things meete for remedy ; 
But fhe refolv’d no remedy to fynde, 
Nor better cheare to fhew in mifery, 
Till Fortune would her captive bonds unbynde: 
Her fickenefle was not of the body, but the mynde. 


9. 
During which fpace that fhe thus ficke did lie, 
It chaunft a fort of merchants,” which were wount 
To fkim thofe coaftes for bondmen there to buy, 
And by fuch trafficke after gaines to hunt, 
Arrived in this Ifle, though bare and blunt,‘ 
T” inquire for flaves; where being readie met 
By fome of thefe fame theeves at the inftant brunt, 
Were brought unto their Captaine, who was fet 
By his faire patients fide with forrowfull regret. 
jer 
To whom they fhewed, how thofe marchants were 
Arriv’d in place their bondflaves for to buy ; 
And therefore prayd that thofe fame captives there 
Mote to them for their moft commodity 


Be fold, and mongft them fhared equally. 


> a fort of merchants.] A company of traders, as often before: fee 
alfo this Canto, St. 17. C., 


° though bare and blunt.) Though barren and uncivilized. So, in 
his “ Shep. Cal.” Sept. [vol. i. p. 106.] 


** All for her fhepheards bene beaftly and b/ont.” Cuurcu. 
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This their requeft the Captaine much appalled, 

Yet could he not their juft demaund deny, 

And willed ftreight the flaves fhould forth be called, 
And fold for moft advantage not to be forftalled. 


if, 


Then forth the good old Melibce was brought, 
And Coridon with many other moe, 
Whom they before in diverfe fpoyles had caught ; 
All which he to the marchants fale did fhowe: 
Till fome, which did the fundry prifoners knowe, 
Gan to inquire for that faire fhepherdeffe, 
Which with the reft they tooke not long agoe; 
And gan her forme and feature to exprefie, 
The more t’ augment her price through praife of comli- 
neffe. 

12. 
To whom the Captaine in full angry wize 
Made anfwere, that the mayd of whom they fpake 
Was his owne purchafe® and his onely prize ; 
With which none had to doe, ne ought partake, 
But he himfelfe which did that conqueft make: 
Litle for him to have one filly laffe ; 
Befides, through fickneffe now fo wan and weake, 
That nothing meet in merchandife to paffe: 
So fhew’d them her, to prove how pale and weake fhe was. 
ee 
The fight of whom, though now decayd and mard, 
And eke but hardly feene by candle-light, 
Yet, like a Diamond of rich regard, 
In doubtfull fhadow of the darkefome night 
With ftarrie beames about her fhining bright, 


Thefe marchants fixed eyes did fo amaze, 


55 
. 
RES: 
aa 
fo 
$F 


4 Was his owne purchafe.] i.e. his own Sooty, as in vol. i. p. 216, 
and elfewhere frequently. C. 
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That what through wonder, and what through delight, 
A while on her they greedily did gaze, 


And did her greatly like, and did her greatly praize. 


14. 


At laft when all the reft them offred were, 


And prifes to them placed at their pleafure, 

They all refufed in regard of her, 

Ne ought would buy, how ever prifd with meafure, 
Withouten her, whofe worth above all threafure 
They did efteeme, and offred ftore of gold: 

But then the Captaine, fraught with more difpleafure, 
Bad them be ftill; his love fhould not be fold ; 


The reft take if they would; he her to him would hold. 


ES 


Therewith fome other of the chiefeft theeves 


Boldly him bad fuch injurie forbeare ; 
For that fame mayd, how ever it him greeves, 
Should with the reft be fold before him theare, 
To make the prifes of the reft more deare. 
That with great rage he ftoutly doth denay ; 
And fiercely drawing forth his blade doth fweare 
That who fo hardie hand on her doth lay, 
dearely fhall aby, and death for handfell pay. 

16. 


Thus, as they words amongft them multiply, 


They fall to ftrokes, the frute of too much talke, 
And the mad fteele about doth fiercely fly, 

Not {paring wight, ne leaving any balke,° 

But making way for death at large to walke ; 

Who, :n the horror of the griefly night, 

In thoufand dreadful fhapes doth mongft them ftalke, 


e€ 


ne leaving any balke.| <* Balke” is here ufed in the fenfe of dalke 


in agriculture, that is, a ridge of land between two furrows. Ne /eav- 
ing any balke, i.e. leaving no ridges or furrows; making all even. 
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And makes huge havocke ; whiles the candlelight 
Out quenched leaves no fkill nor difference of wight. 
17. 
Like a fort of hungry dogs, ymet 
About fome carcafe by the common way, 
Doe fall together, ftryving each to get 
The greateft portion of the greedie pray, 
All on confufed heapes themfelves aflay, 
And {natch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and teare ; 
That who them fees would wonder at their fray, 
And who fees not would be affrayd to heare: 
Such was the conflict of thofe cruell Brigants there. 
18. 
But firft of all their captives they doe kull, 
Leaft they fhould joyne againft the weaker fide, 
Or rife againft the remnant at their will : 
Old Melibce is flaine ; and him befide 
His aged wife, with many others wide ; 
But Coridon, efcaping craftily, 
Creepes forth of dores, whilft darknes him doth hide, 
And flyes away as faft as he can hye, 
Ne ftayeth leave to take before his friends doe dye. 
19. 
But Paftorella, wofull wretched Elfe, 
Was by the Captaine all this while defended, 
Who, minding more her fafety then himfelfe, 
His target alwayes over her pretended ;* 
By means whereof, that mote not be amended, 


' over her pretended.\ Stretched or held over her. ‘This Latinifm 
is to be found in Milton, but in a fenfe fomewhat different, “¢ Par. Loft,” 
B. x. 872 :— 


“« Left that too heavenly form, pretended 
<< 'T’o hellifh falfhood, fnare them.”” 'T.. WarTon. 
Ought we not here to read protended? in vol. ii. p. 383, we have 
“* protenfe” in the 4to. 1590, which later impreflions corrupt to pre- 
tence. "To “pretend” in the time of Spenfer was to intend. C. 
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He at the length was flaine and layd on ground, 
Yet holding faft twixt both his armes extended 
Fayre Paftorell, who, with the felfe fame wound 
Launcht through the arme, fell down with him in drerie 
{wound. 
20. 
There lay fhe covered with confufed preaffe 
Of carcafes, which dying on her fell. 
Tho, when as he was dead, the fray gan ceafle ; 
And each to other calling did compell 
To ftay their cruell hands from flaughter fell, 
Sith they that were the caufe of all were gone: 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well ;8 
And, lighting candles new, gan fearch anone, 
How many of their friends were flaine, how many fone. 
QI. 
Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild, 
And in his armes the dreary dying mayd, 
Like a {weet Angell twixt two clouds uphild ; 
Her lovely light was dimmed and decayd 
With cloud of death upon her eyes difplayd ; 
Yet did the cloud make even that dimmed light 
Seeme much more lovely in that darkneffe layd, 
And twixt the twinckling of her eye-lids bright 
To fparke out litle beames, like ftarres in foggie night. 
22. 
But when they mov’d the carcafes afide, 
They found that life did yet in her remaine : 
Then all their helpes they bufily applyde 
To call the foule backe to her home againe ; 
And wrought fo well, with labour and long paine, 


& Thereto they all attonce agreed well.| Todd, in order to fhow 
that the word “agreed” was to be pronounced as three fyllables, 
printed it agreéd; but furely needlefsly, fince the meafure in fuch cafes 
{peaks for itfelf: nobody, with an ear, can read the line otherwife. C. 
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That they to life recovered her at laft: 
Who fighing fore, as if her hart in twaine 
Had riven bene and all her hart ftrings bratft, 
With drearie drouping eyne lookt up like one aghatt. 
oe 
There fhe beheld, that fore her griev’d to fee, 
Her father and her friends about her lying, 
Her felfe fole left a fecond fpoyle to bee 
Of thofe, that having faved her from dying 
Renew’d her death by timely death denying. 
What now is left her but to wayle and weepe, 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying! 
Ne cared fhe her wound in teares to fteepe, 
Albe with all their might thofe Brigants her did keepe. 
24. 
But when they faw her now reliv’d againe,” 
They left her fo, in charge of one, the beft 
Of many worft, who with unkind difdaine 
And cruell rigour her did much molett ; 
Scarfe yeelding her due food or timely reft, 
And. fcarfely fuffring her infeftred wound, 
That fore her payn’d, by any to be dreft. 
So leave we her in wretched thraldome bound, 
And turne we back to Calidore where we him found. 
ae 
Who when he backe returned from the wood, 


And faw his fhepheards cottage fpoyled quight, 


b they Jaw her now reliv’d againe.| ‘This is Spenfer’s own reading, 
to which the edition of 1751, Church, and Upton, conform. The 
reft read reviv’d ; which error they have before committed, confidering 
it, however, no doubt, as an emendation, although Spenfer has repeat- 
edly ufed relived. See F. Q. 1. ix. §23 0 Uvene sy te se 
Topp. In Todd’s firft reference (fee vol. il, p. 19) ** reliv’d” is mif- 
printed re/iev’d in all the folios: in his fecond reference (fee vol. i. p. 
416) it is “ relyv’d”’ in every old impreffion ; and in his third inftance 
(fee vol. 1. p. 487) ** reliv’d ” was again converted into re/iev’d. C. 
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And his love reft away, he wexed wood 
And halfe enraged at that ruefull fight ; 
That even his hart, for very fell defpight, 
And his owne flefh he readie was to teare: 

He chauft, he griev’d, he fretted, and he fight, 
And fared like a furious wyld Beare, , 
Whofe whelpes are ftolne away, fhe being otherwhere. 

261 
Ne wight he found to whom he might complaine, 
Ne wight he found of whom he might inquire, 
That more increaft the anguifh of his paine: 
He fought the woods, but no man could fee there ; 
He fought the plaines, but could no tydings heare : 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine rebound ; 
The playnes all wafte and emptie did appeare ; 
Where wont the fhepheards oft their pypes refound, 
And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one he found. 
cage 
At laft, as there he romed up and downe, 
He chaunft one comming towards him to fpy, 
That feem’d to be fome forie fimple clowne, 
With ragged weedes, and lockes upftaring hye, 
As if he did from fome late daunger fly, 
And yet his feare did follow him behynd: 
Who as he unto him approached nye, 
He mote perceive by fignes which he did fynd, 
That Coridon it was, the filly fhepherds hynd. 
23; 
Tho to him running faft, he did not ftay 
To greet him firft, but afkt where were the reft ? 
Where Paftorell -—Who full of frefh difmay, 
And gufhing forth in teares, was fo oppreft, 
That he no word could f{peake, but {mit his breft, 
And up to heaven his eyes faft {ftreming threw : 
Whereat the knight amaz’d yet did not reft, 
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But afkt againe, what ment that rufull hew ? 
Where was his Paftorell? where all the other crew ? 
29. 
«¢ Ah, well away!” (fayd he, then fighing fore) 
«¢ That ever I did live this day to fee, 
This difmall day, and was not dead before, 
Before I faw faire Paftorella dye.” 
“Die? out alas!” then Calidore did cry, 
<¢ How could the death dare ever her to quell? 
But read thou, fhepheard, read what deftiny 
Or other dyrefull hap from heaven or hell 
Hath wrought this wicked deed: doe feare away, and 
tele 
30. 
Tho when the Shepheard breathed had awhyle, 
He thus began: ‘“ Where fhall I then commence 
This wofull tale? or how thofe Brigants vyle, 
With cruell rage and dreadfull violence, 
Spoyld all our cots, and caried us from hence ; 
Or how faire Paftorell fhould have bene fold 
To marchants, but was fav’d with ftrong defence ; 

Or how thofe theeves, whileft one fought her to hold, 
Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and bold. 
Be 

‘“‘ In that fame conflict (woe is me!) befell 
This fatall chaunce, this dolefull accident, 
Whofe heavy tydings now I have to tell. 
Firft all the captives, which they here had hent,' 
Were by them flaine by generall confent : 
Old Melibce and his good wife withall 
Thefe eyes faw die, and dearely did lament ; 
But when the lot to Paftorell did fall, 
Their Captaine long withftood, and did her death forftall. 


i which they here had hent.| ‘* Hent” is taken: fee vol. i. p. 108, 
&c. <A note here is fcarcely required. C. 
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32. 
“* But what could he gainft all them doe alone? 
It could not boot: needs mote fhe die at laft. 
I onely fcapt through great confufione 
Of cryes and clamors which amongft them patt, 
In dreadfull darkneffe dreadfully aghatt ; 
That better were with them to have bene dead, 
Then here to fee all defolate and watt, 
Defpoyled of thofe joyes and jolly head," 
Which with thofe gentle fhepherds here I wont to lead.” 
Sor 
When Calidore thefe ruefull newes had raught, 
His hart quite deaded was with anguifh great, 
And all his wits with doole were nigh diftraught, 
That he his face, his head, his breft did beat, 
And death it felfe unto himfelfe did threat ; 
Oft curfing th’ heavens, that fo cruell were 
To her, whofe name he often did repeat ; 
And wifhing oft that he were prefent there 
When fhe was flaine, or had bene to her fuccour nere. 
34: 
But after griefe awhile had had his courfe, 
And fpent it felfe in mourning, he at laft 
Began to mitigate his {welling fourfe,' 
And in his mind with better reafon caft 
How he might fave her life, if life did lat; 
Or, if that dead, how he her death might wreake, 
Sith otherwife he could not mend thing patt ; 
Or if it to revenge he were too weake, 
Then for to die with her, and his lives threed to breake. 


* Defpoyled of thofe joyes and jolly head.] << Jolly head,” here printed 
as two words, only occurs in Spenfer in this inftance: elfewhere he 
ufes jollyment : fee vol. ili. p. 276. C. 

| his fwelling fourfe.| So all the old copies, but Drayton, in his 
folio 1611, marked under the fin “ fourfe”’ and fubftituted A It was 
a very probable printer’s error, but as the old text is quite intelligible 
we prefer it without hefitation, C, 
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Oe: 
Tho Coridon he prayd, fith he well knew 


The readie way unto that theevifh wonne, 

To wend with him, and be his conduct trew 

Unto the place, to fee what fhould be donne ; 

But he, whofe hart through feare was late fordonne, 
Would not for ought be drawne to former drede, 
But by all meanes the daunger knowne did fhonne. 
Yet Calidore fo well him wrought with meed, 


And faire befpoke with words, that he at laft agreed. 


36. 


So forth they goe together (God before) 


Both clad in fhepheards weeds agreeably, 

And both with fhepheards hookes: But Calidore 
Had, underneath, him armed privily. 

Tho to the place when they approached nye, 
They chaunft, upon an hill not farre away, 

Some flockes of fheepe and fhepheards to efpy ; 
To whom they both agreed to take their way, 


In hope there newes to learne, how they mote beft affay. 


37° 
There did they find, that which they did not feare, 


The felfe fame flocks the which thofe theeves had reft 
From Melibce and from themfelves whyleare ; 

And certaine of the theeves there by them left, 

The which, for want of heards,™ themfelves then kept. 
Right well knew Coridon his owne late fheepe, 

And feeing them for tender pittie wept ; 

But when he faw the theeves which did them keepe, 


His hart gan fayle, albe he faw them all afleepe. 


38. 


But Calidore recomforting his griefe, 


Though not his feare, for nought may feare diflwade, 


m for want of beards.| Werdfmen. So Spenfer elfewhere employs 
‘Topp. 
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Him hardly forward drew, whereas the thiefe 
Lay fleeping foundly in the bufhes fhade, 
Whom Coridon him counfeld to invade 
Now all unwares, and take the fpoyle away ; 
But he, that in his mind had clofely made 
A further purpofe, would not fo them flay, 
But gently waking them gave them the time of day. 
39: 
Tho fitting downe by them upon the greene, 
Of fundrie things he purpofe gan to faine, 
That he by them might certaine tydings weene 
Of Paftorell, were fhe alive or flaine? 
Mongft which the theeves them queftioned againe, 
What mifter men," and eke from whence they were? 
To whom they aunfwer’d, as did appertaine, 
That they were poore heardgroomes, the which whylere 
Had from their maifters fled, and now fought hyre elf- 
where. 
40. 
Whereof right glad they feem’d, and offer made 
To hyre them well if they their flockes would keepe ; 
For they themfelves were evill groomes, they fayd, 
Unwont with heards to watch, or pafture fheepe, 
But to forray the land,° or fcoure the deepe. 
Thereto they foone agreed, and earneft tooke 
To keepe their flockes for litle hyre and chepe, 
For they for better hyre did fhortly looke : 
So there all day they bode, till light the fky forfooke. 
Al. 
Tho when as towards darkfome night it drew, 
Unto their hellifh dens thofe theeves them brought ; 


» What miffer men.] i.e. what manner of men they were ; as often 
before. See vol. iii. p. 300, &c. C. 

° But to forray the land.) To ravage or fpoil the land. See alfo 
KF, Q/ i, xii. 3 [vol. u-'p. 68]. ~ Dopp. 
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Where fhortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
And all the fecrets of their entrayles fought. 
There did they find, contrarie to their thought, 
That Paftorell yet liv’d; but all the reft 
Were dead, right fo as Coridon had taught : 
Whereof they both full glad and blyth did reft, 
But chiefly Calidore, whom griefe had moft pofleft. 
42. 
At length, when they occafion fitteft found, 
In dead of night, when all the theeves did reft 
After a late forray, and flept full found, 
Sir Calidore him arm’d as he thought bett, 
Having of late by diligent inqueft 
Provided him a {word of meaneft fort ; 
With which he ftreight went to the Captaines nett : 
But Coridon durft not with him confort, 
Ne durft abide behind for dread of worfe effort. 
43- 
When to the Cave they came, they found it fat ; 
But Calidore with huge refiftleffe might 
The dores affayled, and the locks upbratt : 
With noyfe whereof the theefe awaking light 
Unto the entrance ran; where the bold knight 
Encountring him with {mall refiftence flew, 
The whiles faire Paftorell through great affright 
Was almoft dead, mifdoubting leaft of new 
Some uprore were, like that which lately fhe did vew. 
44. 
But when as Calidore was comen in, 
And gan aloud for Paftorell to call, 
Knowing his voice, although not heard long fin,” 


P although not heard long fin.| <« Since.” The word fom is till thus 
ufed in the North of England. And Mr. Upton has obferved that, in 
the Swedifh language, finn is fince. Topp. It is more than doubtful 
whether ** fin,” thus ufed, is not from /eeig or een, or an abridgment 


of fithen or fithence. C. 
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She fudden was revived therewithall, 

And wondrous joy felt in her fpirits thrall :* 
Like him that being long in tempeft toft, 
Looking each houre into deathes mouth to fall, 
At length efpyes at hand the happie coft, 

On which he fafety hopes that earft feard to be loft. 
45. 

Her gentle hart, that now long feafon paft 

Had never joyance felt nor chearefull thought, 
Began fome fmacke of comfort new to taft, 

Like lyful heat to nummed fenfes brought, 

And life to feele that long for death had fought. 
Ne leffe in hart rejoyced Calidore, 

When he her found; but, like to one diftraught 
And robd of reafon, towards her him bore ; 

A thoufand times embraft, and kift a thoufand more. 


46. 

But now by this, with noyfe of late uprore, 

The hue and cry was rayfed all about ; 

And all the Brigants flocking in great ftore 
Unto the cave gan preafle, nought having dout 
Of that was doen, and entred in a rout: 

But Calidore in th’ entry clofe did ftand, 

And entertayning them with courage ftout, 
Still flew the formoft that came firft to hand ; 
So long till all the entry was with bodies mand. 
47° 

Tho when no more could nigh to him approch, 
He breath’d his fword, and refted him till day ; 
Which when he fpyde upon the earth t’ encroch, 
Through the dead carcafes he made his way, 


« in her fpirits thrall.) For thrill, pierce. Cuurca. An unufual 
licence required by the rhyme; elfewhere Spenfer always ufes thrill, 
and thrillant, for piercing. C. 
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Mongft which he found a fword of better fay," 
With which he forth went into th’ open light, 
Where all the reft for him did readie ftay, 
And, fierce affayling him, with all their might 
Gan all upon him lay: there gan a dreadfull fight. 
48, 
How many flyes, in whotteft fommers day, 
Do feize upon fome beaft whofe fleth is bare, 
That all the place with fwarmes do overlay, 
And with their litle ftings right felly fare ; 
So many theeves about him {warming are, 
All which do him affayle on every fide, 
And fore oppreffe, ne any him doth fpare ; 
But he doth with his raging brond divide 
Their thickeft troups, and round about him feattreth wide. 


49. 

Like as a Lion mongft an nee of dere, 
Difperfeth them to catch his choyfeft pray ; 
So did he fly amongft them here and there, 
And all that nere him came did hew and flay, 
Till he had ftrowd with bodies all the way ; 
That none his daunger daring to abide 
Filed from his wrath, and did themfelves convay 
Into their caves, their heads from death to hide, 

Ne any left that victorie to him envide. 

50. 

Then, backe returning to his deareft deare, 
He her gan to recomfort all he might 
With gladfull {peaches and with lovely cheare ; 
And forth her bringing to the joyous light, 
Whereof fhe long had lackt the wifhfull fight, 
Deviz’d all goodly meanes from her to drive 


The fad remembrance of her wretched plight : 


" a fword of better fay.| Affay, proof. CHurcn. 
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So her uneath at laft he did revive 

That long had lyen dead, and made again alive. 

Cs 

This doen, into thofe theevifh dens he went, 
And thence did all the fpoyles and threafures take, 
Which they from many long had robd and rent, 
But fortune now the victors meed did make: 
Of which the beft he did his love betake ;* 
And alfo all thofe flockes, which they before 
Had reft from Melibce and from his make, 
He did them all to Coridon reftore: 


So drove them all away, and his love with him bore. 


8 he did his love betake.] i.e. entruf? to his love, or deliver to his 
love, for ** betake” (A.S. detecan) may be ufed in either kindred fenfe. C. 
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Fayre Paftorella by great hap 
her parents underftands. 

Calidore doth the Blatant beaft 
Jubdew, and bynd in bands. 


iy 
IKE as a fhip, that through the Ocean 
wyde 
Directs her courfe unto one certaine coft, 
Is met of many a counter winde and tyde, 


With which her winged {peed is let and 


ONE 


croft, 
And fhe her felfe in ftormie furges tof ; 
Yet making many a borde* and many a bay, 
Still winneth way, ne hath her compaffe loft : 
Right fo it fares with me in this long way, 
Whofe courfe is often ftayd, yet never is aftray. 
2 
For all that hetherto hath long delayd 


* Yet making many a borde, &c.| ‘To make a board, or to board 
it up to a place, is to turn the fhip up to the windward, fometimes on 
one tack, and fometimes on another :” Kerfey. CuHurcu. The ex- 
preflion feems to be derived from the time when moft fhips, in confe- 
quence of the roundnefs of their hulls, ufed weather-boards, in order to 
prevent their flatting away, as failors term it, when failing upon a wind, 
or beating up to windward. C. 
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This gentle knight from fewing his firft queft, 
Though out of courfe, yet hath not bene mif-fayd, 
To fhew the courtefie by him profeft 

Even unto the loweft and the leatt. 

But now I come into my courfe againe, 

To his atchievement of the Blatant beatft ; 

Who all this while at will did range and raine, 


Whilft none was him to ftop, nor none him to reftraine. 


Sir Calidore, when thus he now had raught 
Faire Paftorella from thofe Brigants powre, 
Unto the Caftle of Belgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure ; 
Who whylome was, in his youthes frefheft flowre, 
A luftie knight as ever wielded {peare, 
And had endured many a dreadfull ftoure 
In bloudy battell for a Ladie deare, 

The fayreft Ladie then of all that living were. 


4. 
Her name was Claribell ; whofe father hight 
The Lord of Many Ilands, farre renound 
For his great riches and his greater might : 
He, through the wealth wherein he did abound, 
This daughter thought in wedlocke to have bound 
Unto the Prince of Picteland, bordering nere ; 
But fhe, whofe fides before with fecret wound 
Of love to Bellamoure empierced were, 
By all meanes fhund to match with any forrein fere. 
Se 
And Bellamour againe fo well her pleafed 
With dayly fervice and attendance dew, 
That of her love he was entyrely feized, 
And clofely® did her wed, but knowne to few: 


b And clofely.| Secretly. CHURCH. 
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Which when her father underftood, he grew 
In fo great rage that them in dongeon deepe 
Without compafiion cruelly he threw ; 
Yet did fo ftreightly them a funder keepe, 

That neither could to company of th’ other creepe. 

6. 

Nathleffe Sir Bellamour, whether through grace 
Or {fecret guifts, fo with his keepers wrought, 
That to his love fometimes he came in place ; 
Whereof her wombe, unwift to wight, was fraught, 
And in dew time a mayden child forth brought: 
Which fhe ftreight way, for dread leaft if her fyre 
Should know thereof to flay he would have fought, 
Delivered to her handmayd, that for hyre 

She fhould it caufe be foftred under ftraunge attyre. 


oP 
The truftie damzell bearing it abrode 
Into the emptie fields, where living wight 
Mote not bewray the fecret of her lode, 
She forth gan lay unto the open light 
The litle babe, to take thereof a fight : 
Whom whyleft fhe did with watrie eyne behold, 
Upon the litle breft, like chriftall bright, 
She mote perceive a litle purple mold, 
That like a rofe her filken leaves did faire unfold. 
8. 
Well fhe it markt, and pittied the more, 
Yet could not remedie her wretched cafe ; 
But, clofing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw’d with teares there left it in the place: 
Yet left not quite, but drew a litle fpace 
Behind the bufhes, where fhe her did hyde, 
To weet what mortall hand, or heavens grace, 
Would for the wretched infants helpe provyde ; 
For which it loudly cald, and pittifully cryde. 
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At length a Shepheard, which there by did keepe 
His fleecie flock upon the playnes around, 
Led with the infants cry that loud did weepe, 
Came to the place; where when he wrapped found 
Th’ abandond fpoyle, he foftly it unbound ; 
And, feeing there that did him pittie fore, 
He tooke it up and in his mantle wound ; 
So home unto his honeft wife it bore, 
Who as her owne it nurft and named evermore. 
10. 
Thus long continu’d Claribell a thrall, 
And Bellamour in bands; till that her fyre 
Departed life, and left unto them all: 
Then all the ftormes of fortunes former yre 
Were turnd, and they to freedome did retyre. 
Thenceforth they joy’d in happineffe together, 
And lived long in peace and love entyre, 
Without difquiet or diflike of ether, 
Till time that Calidore brought Paftorella thether. 
ike 
Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
For Bellamour knew Calidore right well, 
And loved for his proweffe, fith they twaine 
Long fince had fought in field. Als Claribell 
Ne leffe did tender the faire Paftorell, 
Seeing her weake and wan through durance long. 
There they awhile together thus did dwell 
In much delight, and many joyes among, 
Untill the Damzell gan to wex more found and ftrong. 
12. 
Tho gan Sir Calidore him to advize 
Of his firft queft, which he had long forlore, 
Afham’d to thinke how he that enterprize, 
The which the Faery Queene had long afore 
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Bequeath’d to him, forflacked had fo fore ; 
That much he feared leaft reprochfull blame 
With foule difhonour him mote blot therefore ; 
Befides the loffe of fo much loos* and fame, 
As through the world thereby fhould glorifie his name. 
Thee 
Therefore, refolving to returne in haft 
Unto fo great atchievement, he bethought 
To leave his love, now perill being patt, 
With Claribell; whyleft he that monfter fought 
Throughout the world, and to deftruction brought. 
So taking leave of his faire Paftorell, 
Whom to recomfort all the meanes he wrought, 
With thanks to Bellamour and Claribell, 
He went forth on his queft, and did that him befell. 
TA. 
But firft, ere I doe his adventures tell 
In this exploite, me needeth to declare 
What did betide to the faire Paftorell 
During his abfence, left in heavy care 
Through daily mourning and nightly misfare : 
Yet did that auncient matrone all fhe might, 
To cherifh her with all things choice and rare ; 
And her owne handmayd, that Meliffa hight, 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 


© fo much loos.| Praife. Lat. daus. So Chaucer, edit. Urr, p. 349. 
** And Hercules that had the grete /os.” 

Spenfer’s own edition reads /yos s the folios, prai/e. Crurca. Mr. 
Upton confiders the emendation of praife, made by the firft folio, as the 
poet’s own alteration; and adds that there is a difagreeable jingle in 
fofs and loos, without any addition of beauty or turn of thought. ‘Topp. 
There is fome juftice in Upton’s reafoning, coupled with the confidera- 
tion that Spenfer might think the word too obfolete, feeing that no 
example of its previous ufe later than the time of Gower has been pointed 
out: no more modern poet than Spenfer, as far as we know, employs it. 
Neverthelefs, we cannot undervalue and reject the decifive evidence of 


the original edition of the F. QOninsrs gow mG, 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


iM 


Who in a morning, when this Maiden faire 
Was dighting her, having her {nowy breft 
As yet not laced, nor her golden haire 
Into their comely treffes dewly dreft, 
Chaunft to efpy upon her yvory cheft 
The rofie marke, which fhe remembred well 
That litle Infant had, which forth fhe keft,° 
The daughter of her Lady Claribell, 
The which fhe bore the whiles in prifon fhe did dwell. 


1Ge 


Which well avizing, ftreight fhe gan to caft 
In her conceiptfull mynd that this faire Mayd 
Was that fame infant, which fo long fith paft 
She in the open fields had loofely layd 
To fortune’s fpoile, unable it to ayd: 
So, full of joy, ftreight forth fhe ran in haft 
Unto her miftreffe, being halfe difmayd, 


so stclieher: 


how the heavens had her grafte 


To fave her chylde, which in misfortunes mouth was 


plafte. 


73 


The fober mother feeing fuch her mood, 
Yet knowing not what meant that fodaine thro,° 
Afkt her, how mote her words be underftood, 
And what the matter was that mov’d her fo? 
«¢ My liefe,” (fayd fhe) “ ye know that long ygo, 
Whileft ye in durance dwelt, ye to me gave 


4 which forth fhe heft.) Caf? So ufed by Chaucer, Phaer, and 
G. Douglas. See F. Q. i. xi. 31 [vol. it. p. 58], il. xi. 42 [vol. il. p. 


301]. Upton. 
© that fodaine 


It is alfo found in Turberville and other poets. C. 
thro.) ‘*Thro” is here ufed for throw, agony: 


“That fodaine thro,” that fudden agony of joy which Melifla difco- 


vered. CHURCH. 


of “thro” or throw, than agony. C. 


Perhaps /frugg/e would here be a better explanation 
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A little mayde, the which ye chylded tho ; 


The fame againe if now ye lift to have, 
The fame is yonder Lady, whom high God did fave.” 
18. 
Much was the Lady troubled at that fpeach, 
And gan to queftion ftreight, how fhe it knew? 
** Moft certaine markes” (fayd fhe) “do me it teach ; 
For on her breft I with thefe eyes did view 
The litle purple rofe which thereon grew, 
Whereof her name ye then to her did give. 
Befides, her countenaunce and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall years, do furely prieve’ 
That yond fame is your daughter fure, which yet doth 
livers 
19. 
The matrone ftayd no lenger to enquire, 
But forth in haft ran to the ftraunger Mayd ; 
Whom catching greedily, for great defire 
Rent up her breft, and bofome open layd, 
In-which that rofe fhe plainely faw difplayd: 
Then her embracing twixt her armes twaine, 
She long fo held, and foftly weeping fayd ; 
“¢ And liveft thou, my daughter, now againe? 
And art thou yet alive, whom dead I long did faine ?” 
20. 
Tho further afking her of fundry things, 
And times comparing with their accidents, 
She found at laft, by very certaine fignes 
And {peaking markes of paffed monuments, 


' do furely prieve.| For prove. So priefe is ufed for proof, F. Q. 
li. 1. 48 [vol. ii. p. 102], and elfewhere. So likewife G. Douglas fpells 
the word. See alfo Tyrwhitt’s Chaucer, “ March. Tale,” 10,112 :— 

“« Experience fo preveth it every day.” Topp. 
Spenfer has an earlier inftance of the ufe of ‘* priefe,” for proof, in vol. 
i. p. 316. See alfo vol. iii. p. 400. C. 
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That this young Mayd, whom chance to her prefents, 
Is her owne daughter, her owne infant deare. 
Tho wondring long at thofe fo ftraunge events, 
A thoufand times fhe her embraced nere, 
With many a joyfull kiffe and many a melting teare. 
Pil be 
Who ever is the mother of one chylde, 
Which having thought long dead fhe fyndes alive, 
Let her by proofe of that which fhe hath fylde® 
In her owne breaft, this mothers joy defcrive ; 
For other none fuch paffion can contrive 
In perfect forme, as this good Lady felt, 
When fhe fo faire a daughter faw furvive, 
As Paftorella was, that nigh fhe {welt 
For pafling joy, which did all into pitty melt. 
22. 


Thence running forth unto her loved Lord, 
She unto him recounted all that fell ; 
Who, joyning joy with her in one accord, 
Acknowledg’d for his owne faire Paftorell. 
There leave we them in joy, and let us tell 
Of Calidore ; who, feeking all this while 
That monftrous Beaft by finall force to quell, 
Through every place with reftlefle paine and toile 
Him follow’d by the tract of his outragious {poile. 


& fhe hath fylde.| Feeled, felt s the {pelling an{wers to the rhyme. 
Upron. Spenfer ftands alone in the ufe of it. C. 

h that nigh foe fwelt.] ‘“Swelt” is here ufed for fainted. ‘The 
fenfe is—She was almoft ready to faint with excefs of joy, but was re- 
lieved by fhedding abundance of tears. Compare F. Q, iv. vil. g 
[vol. iii, p. 196]. CrurcH. So, in * Piers Plowman,” fol. cxiii. 
<< Swoned and /welted.” And in Chaucer’s * Kn. Tale,” 1358. ‘He 
fwelt.” Again, “ Troil. and Creff” L. ii. 348. “Made his hert to 
fwelt”? Uprron. ‘To “ {welt” means ftrictly to faint under the effects 
of heat, A. S. /wealtan ; which, as Richardfon obferves, is formed on 
the paft tenfe of /wea/an, to burn. C. 
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aan, 


Through all eftates he found that he had paft, 


In which he many maffacres had left, 

And to the Clergy now was come at laft ; 

In which fuch fpoile, fuch havocke, and fuch theft 
He wrought, that thence all goodneffe he bereft, 
That endlefle were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 
Who now no place befides unfought had left, 

At length into a Monaftere did light, 


Where he him found defpoyling all with maine and might. 


2A. 


Into their cloyfters now he broken had, 


Through which the Monckes he chaced here and there, 
And them purfu’d into their dortours fad,* 

And fearched all their cels and fecrets neare: 

In which what filth and ordure did appeare, 

Were yrkefome to report; yet that foule Beaft, 
Nought {paring them, the more did toffe and teare, 
And ranfacke all their dennes from moft to leatt, 


1 At length into a Monaftere did light, 
Where he him found defpoyling all with maine and might.| Thofe, 


who complain of the outrages committed at the diffolution of monaf- 
teries, feldom obferve, that literature fuffered an irreparable lofs, in the 
difperfion and deftruction of books, which followed that important 
event. Bale, a notorious and profefled reformer, laments the injuries 
fuftained in this article. See In Proem. ad lib. cui tit. ‘* Iter Labo- 
riofum,” &c. Lond. 1549. Many moft valuable pieces, both printed 
and manufcript, were either inftantly deftroyed, or configned to the 
moft mean and fordid ufes. T. Warton. Fuller thus paffionately 
deplores the irreparable calamity which literature then fuffered :— 
“How many admirable manufcripts of the fathers, {choolmen, and 
commentators, were deftroyed by this means! What number of his- 
torians of all ages and countries! The Holy Scriptures themfelves, as 
much as the/e go/pellers pretended to regard them, underwent the fate of 
the reft. Ifa book had a crofs on it, it was condemn’d for poperys and 
thofe with lines and circles were interpreted the d/ack art, and deftroyed 
for conjuring, &c.” "Toop. 


‘ into their dortours fad.| Where the monks lay were called dortours, 


from dormitorium. See Chaucer [Sompn. Tale, |. 7437]. Upron. 


THERE AE RIEIQUEEINE, 


ace 
From thence into the facred Church he broke, 
And robd the Chancell, and the defkes downe threw, 
And Altars fouled, and blafphemy fpoke, 
And th’ Images, for all their goodly hew, 
Did caft to ground, whileft none was them to rew ; 
So all confounded and difordered there : 
But feeing Calidore away he flew, 
Knowing his fatall hand by former feare ; 
But he him faft purfuing foone approched neare. 


26. 


Him in a narrow place he overtooke, 
And fierce affailing forft him turne againe: 
Sternely he turnd againe, when he him ftrooke 
With his fharpe fteele, and ran at him amaine 
With open mouth, that feemed to containe 
A full good pecke within the utmoft brim, 
All fet with yron teeth in raunges twaine, 
That terrifide his foes, and armed him, 
Appearing like the mouth of Orcus griefly grim. 
27. 
And therein were a thoufand tongs empight’ 
Of fundry kindes and fundry quality ; 
Some were of dogs, that barked day and night ; 
And fome of cats, that wrawling ftll did cry ; 
And fome of Beares, that groynd continually ; 
And fome of Tygres, that did feeme to gren 
And fnar at all that ever paffed by: 
But moft of them were tongues of mortall men, 
Which fpake reprochfully, not caring where nor when. 


| g thoufand tongs empight.] 1.¢. a thoufand tongues placed, or fixed: 
‘‘empight”’ is the fame as pight, and both have already frequently 
occurred. See this vol. p. 93 vol. ili p. 306, &c. C. 


i 
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2% 
And them amongft were mingled here and there 
The tongues of Serpents, with three forked ftings 
That {pat out poyfon, and gore bloudy gere, 
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. , At all that came within his ravenings ; 
= And fpake licentious words and hatefull things 


Of good and bad alike, of low and hie, 
Ne Kefars {pared he a whit, nor Kings ; 
But either blotted them with infamie, 
Or bit them with his banefull teeth of injury. 
208 
But Calidore, thereof no whit afrayd, 
Rencountred him with fo impetuous might, 
That th’ outrage of his violence he ftayd, 
And bet abacke, threatning in vaine to bite, 
And {pitting forth the poyfon of his fpight 
That fomed all about his bloody jawes : 
Tho rearing up his former feete on hight, 
He rampt upon him with his ravenous pawes, 
As if he would have rent him with his cruell clawes: 
Gle}. 
But he, right well aware, his rage to ward 
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Did caft his fhield atweene ; and therewithall 
Putting his puifflaunce forth, purfu’d fo hard, 
That backeward he enforced him to fall; 

And being downe, ere he new helpe could call, 


His fhield he on him threw, and faft downe held: 
Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy ftall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is feld, 

Is forcibly kept downe, till he be throughly queld. 

ope 

Full cruelly the Beaft did rage and rore 
To be downe held, and mayftred fo with might, 
That he gan fret and fome out bloudy gore, 


Striving in vaine to rere him felfe upright : 


satire ™ . 
prise sik Eo Reh et etn 
rele J ‘ ss" G Fe ~ 
r b b a 
Miter sei Mien meet bd Aen ect) sit nesta 


eons 


virte 


pages ht 
eRe are Site hb ie 


Lo en ane ttenemie = one, 
Chins 


min 


Bidet cemetet cats 


iar b 
gana Fatal Soo 


bate eee 


basehieert =p 


he 
iS 


Sion 
pasta 


C. 12. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 237 


For ftill, the more he ftrove, the more the Knight 
Did him fuppreffe, and forcibly fubdew, 
That made him almoft mad for fell defpight : 
He grind, he bit, he fcratcht, he venim threw, 
And fared like a feend right horrible in hew: 
32. 
Or like the hell-borne Hydra, which they faine 
That great Alcides whilome overthrew, 
After that he had labourd long in vaine 
To crop his thoufand heads, the which ftill new 
Forth budded, and in greater number grew. 
Such was the fury of this hellifh Beaft, 
Whileft Calidore him under him downe threw ; 
Who nathemore his heavy load releaft, 
But aye, the more he rag’d, the more his powre increaft. 


2 
Tho when the Beaft faw he mote nought availe 
By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply, 
And fharpely at him to revile and raile 
With bitter termes of fhamefull infamy ; 
Oft interlacing many a forged lie, 
Whofe like he never once did fpeake, nor heare, 
Nor ever thought thing fo unworthily : 
Yet did he nought for all that him forbeare, 
But ftrained him fo ftreightly that he chokt him neare. 
34+ 
At laft, when as he found his force to fhrincke 
And rage to quaile, he tooke a muzzel ftrong 
Of fureft yron, made with many a lincke: 
Therewith he mured up his mouth along, 
And therein fhut up his blafphemous tong, 
For never more defaming gentle Knight, 
Or unto lovely Lady doing wrong ; 
And thereunto a great long chaine he tight, 
With which he drew him forth, even in his own defpight. 
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35: 

Like as whylome that {trong Tirynthian fwaine™ 
Brought forth with him the dreadfull dog of hell, 
Againft his will faft bound in yron chaine, 

And, roring horribly, did him compell 

To fee the hatefull funne, that he might tell 

To griefly Pluto what on earth was donne, 

And to the other damned ghofts which dwell | 
For aye in darkeneffe, which day light doth fhonne: 

So led this Knight his captyve with like conqueft wonne. 

abe 

Yet greatly did the Beaft repine at thofe 
Straunge bands, whofe like till then he never bore, 
Ne ever any durft till then impofe ; 

And chauffed inly, feeing now no more 
Him liberty was left aloud to rore: 
Yet durft he not draw backe, nor once withftand 
The proved powre of noble Calidore, 

| But trembled underneath his mighty hand, 

hal And like a fearefull dog him followed through the land. 
37 
Him through all Faery land he follow’d fo, 

As if he learned had obedience long, 
That all the people, where fo he did go, 
Out of their townes did round about him throng, 
To fee him leade that Beaft in bondage ftrong ; 
And feeing it much wondred at the fight : 
And all fuch perfons as he earft did wrong 


™ that firong Tirynthian feaine, &c.] Sir Calidore’s taming and 
leading this monftrous beaft is aptly compared to Hercules, who dragged 
to light Cerberus. Homer mentions this ftory, Il. S'. 368. I will 


cite the Greek, becaufe Spenfer tranflates from it :— 
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“* Brought forth with him the dreadful dog of hell.” 
Compare Virgil, Ain. vi. 395, and Ovid, Met. vii. 412. Upron. 
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Rejoyced much to fee his captive plight, 
And much admyr’d the Beaft, but more admyr’d the 
Knight. 
38. 

Thus was this Monfter, by the mayftring might 

Of doughty Calidore, fuppreft and tamed, 
That never more he mote endammadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, 
And many caufeleffe caufed to be blamed. 
So did he eeke long after this remaine, 
Untill that, whether wicked fate fo framed 
Or fault of men, he broke his yron chaine, 

And got into the world at liberty againe. 

39: 

Thenceforth more mifchiefe and more fcath he wrought 

To mortall men then he had done before ; 
Ne ever could, by any, more be brought 
Into like bands, ne mayftred any more: 
Albe that, long time after Calidore, 

The good Sir Pelleas him tooke in hand, 
And after him Sir Lamoracke of yore, 
And all his brethren borne in Britaine land ; 

Yet none of them could ever bring him into band. 

40. | 

So now he raungeth through the world againe, 
And rageth fore in each degree and ftate ; 

Ne any is that may him now reftraine, 
He growen is fo great and {trong of late, 
Barking and biting all that him doe bate, 
Albe they worthy blame, or cleare of crime: 
Ne fpareth he moft learned wits to rate,” 
Ne fpareth he the gentle Poets rime ; 

But rends without regard of perfon or of time. 


n moft learned wits to rate.| ‘This is the genuine reading of the 4to. 
1596: the reft read gentle wits. ‘Topp. Drayton retained gentle. C. 
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aie 
Ne may this homely verfe, of many meaneft, 
Hope to efcape his venemous defpite, 
More than my former writs,’ all were they cleaneft? 
From blamefull blot, and free from all that wite 
With which fome wicked tongues did it backebite, 
And bring into a mighty Peres difpleafure, 
That never fo deferved to endite. 
Therefore do you, my rimes, keep better meafure, 
And feeke to pleafe; that now is counted wifemens 
threafure. 


° More than my former writs.) What were thefe “ former writs, 
that brought him into a mighty Peer’s difpleafure?”? Doubtlefs his 
Paftorals, in which he fo feverely reflects on Bifhop Aylmer in parti- 
cular; {carcely hiding his fatire under the tranfparent covering of an 
anagram ; and this ‘‘ mighty peer” means the Lord Treafurer Burleigh. 
There is nothing in “‘ Mother Hubberd’s Tale” that could give any 
juft offence; for the fatire is there general. But his encomiums on 
Archbifhop Grindal, and his feveral reflections on Bifhop Aylmer, could 
not but give very juft reafons for the Lord Treafurer to be offended. 

Upton. 

P all were they cleaneft.| All old copies have uniformly cleare/t, 
but the rhyme requires “¢ cleaneft,” and fo Todd, after Hughes, printed. 
This ftanza is carelefsly given in the 4to. 1596, and as the w in 
“* tongues’ is turned in the next line but one, we may feel confident 
that c/earef? ought to be “ cleaneft.” The word “ wite,” in the 
next line, of courfe means L/ame ; and Spenfer, as we have feen, em- 
ploys it both as a verb and as a fubftantive: fee vol. i. p- 613 vol. ii. 
PP. 309, 422; vol. ili. p. 833; this vol. p. 81, &c. C. 
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COARN TEO: iL 


Proud Change (not pleafd in mortall things 
beneath the Moone to raigne) 
Pretends, as well of Gods as Men, 


to be the Soveraine. 


I. 

1 HAT man that fees the ever-whirling 

| wheele 

Of Change, the which all mortall things 
doth {way, 

But that thereby doth find, and plainly 


feele, 
How Murasitirty in them doth play 


@ Never before imprinted.| 'hefe words are found in the folio 1611, 
although what immediately follows had firft come out in the folio 1609. 
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Her cruell {ports to many mens decay? 
Which that to all may better yet appeare, 
I will rehearfe that whylome I heard fay, 
How fhe at firft her felfe began to reare 
Gainft all the Gods, and th’ empire fought from them to 


beare. 
2 


But firft, here falleth fitteft to unfold 
Her antique race and linage ancient, 
As I have found it regiftred of old 
In Faery Land mongft records permanent. 
She was, to weet,” a daughter by defcent 
Of thofe old Titans that did whylome ftrive 
With Saturnes fonne for heavens regiment 5 
Whom though high Jove of kingdome did deprive, 
Yet many of their ftemme long after did furvive: 
Ke, 
And many of them afterwards obtain’d 
Great power of Jove, and high authority : 
As Hecaté, in whofe almighty hand 
He plac’t all rule and principality, 
To be by her difpofed diverfly 
To Gods and men, as fhe them lift divide ; 
And drad Bellona, that doth found on hie 


The imprint at the end of the Two Cantos of ** Mutabilitie ” is the fame 
in 1611 as in 160g; but in the date over the woodcut of the ftar there is 
a fingular printer’s error, viz. ‘* 16012,” which ought in faét to be 1611. 
The types of the editions of 1609 and 1611 are flightly different, fo that 
the poem had been newly fet up. 

> She was, to weet, &c.] Spenfer here makes Hecate the daughter of 
the Titans. Authors differ about the parentage of Hecate. Onomacritus 
calls her, «* Argon.” v. 975, Taprapérass “Exary. The Titans were 
indeed thrown into Tartarus; but it could not be concluded from 
thence that the Titans were Hecate’s parents, although this, I prefume, 
is the beft argument our author could have offered for his genealogy. In 
this ftanza Bellona is likewife feigned to be the offspring of the Titans, 
but Bellona was the fifter of Mars, who was fon of Jupiter and Juno; 
or, as Ovid reports, of Juno alone. TT. Warton. 
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Warres and allarums unto Nations wide, 

That makes both heaven and earth to tremble at her pride. 
4. 

So likewife did this Titaneffe afpire 

Rule and dominion to her felfe to gaine ; 

That as a Goddeffe men might her admire, 

And heavenly honours yield, as to them twaine: 
And firft, on earth fhe fought it to obtaine ; 
Where fhe fuch proofe and fad examples fhewed 
Of her great power, to many ones great paine, 
That not men onely (whom fhe foone fubdewed) 
But eke all other creatures her bad dooings rewed. 
5 

For fhe the face of earthly things fo changed, 
That all which Nature had eftablifht firft 

In good eftate, and in meet order ranged, 

She did pervert, and all their ftatutes burft : 
And all the worlds faire frame (which none yet durft 
Of Gods or men to alter or mifguide) 

She alter’d quite; and made them all accurft 
That God had bleft, and did at firft provide 

In that ftill happy ftate for ever to abide. 

6. 

Ne fhee the lawes of Nature onely brake, 

But eke of Juftice, and of Policie ; 

And wrong of right, and bad of good did make, 
And death for life exchanged foolifhlie : 

Since which all living wights have learn’d to die, 
And all this world is woxen daily worfe. 

O pittious worke of MuraBiLiriz, 

By which we all are fubject to that curfe, 


And death, in ftead of life, have fucked from our Nurfe! 


oi 
And now, when all the earth fhe thus had brought 
To her beheft, and thralled to her might, 
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She gan to caft in her ambitious thought 
T’ attempt the empire of the heavens hight, 
And Jove himfelfe to fhoulder from his right. 
And firft, fhe paft the region of the ayre 
And of the fire, whofe fubftance thin and flight 
Made no refiftance, ne could her contraire,° 
But ready paflage to her pleafure did prepaire. 
8. 
Thence to the Circle of the Moone fhe clambe, 
Where Cynthia raignes in everlafting glory, 
To whofe bright fhining palace ftraight fhe came, 
All fairely deckt with heavens goodly ftory ; 
Whofe filver gates (by which there fate an hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower-glaffe in hand, 
Hight Tyme,) fhe entred, were he liefe or fory ; 
Ne ftaide till fhe the higheft ftage had fcand,* 
Where Cynthia did fit, that never ftill did ftand. 
g. 
Her fitting on an Ivory throne fhee found, 
Drawne of two fteeds, th’ one black, the other white, 
Environd with tenne thoufand ftarres around, 
That duly her attended day and night ; 
And by her fide there ran her Page, that hight 
Vefper, whom we the Evening-ftarre intend ; 
That with his Torche, ftill twinkling like twylight, 
Her lightened all the way where fhe fhould wend, 
And joy to weary wandring travailers did lend: 


© ne could her contraire.| Fr. contrarier, to contrarie, crofle, thwarte, 
&c. Cotgrave,in V. Topp. 


d the higheft ftage had fcand.| Climbed up to. Lat. fcandere. 
Cuurcu. We might very well accept “ fcand” in the general fenfe of 
examined ; and /candere is unqueftionably the etymology of the verb to 
Jcan. Upton fuggefted /ege for ** ftage;” but the change is not only 
in no way required, but would be pofitively injurious in reference to 
the verb **{cand:” no emendation of the kind is hinted at in Drayton’s 


copy of the folio 1611. C. 
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IO. 
That when the hardy Titaneffe beheld 
The goodly building of her palace bright, 
Made of the heavens fubftance, and up-held 
With thoufand cryftall pillors of huge hight, 
Shee gan to burne in her ambitious fpright, 
And ¢’ envie her that in fuch glorie raigned. 
Eftfoones fhe caft by force and tortious might 
Her to difplace, and to her felfe to have gained 
The kingdome of the Night, and waters by her wained. 
a 
Boldly fhe bid the Goddeffe downe defcend, 
And let her felfe into that Ivory throne ; 
For fhe her felfe more worthy thereof wend,° 
And better able it to guide alone ; 
Whether to men, whofe fall fhe did bemone, 
Or unto Gods, whofe ftate fhe did maligne, 
Or to th’ infernall Powers her need give lone 
Of her faire light and bounty moft benigne, 
Her felfe of all that rule fhee deemed moft condigne. 
12. 
But fhee, that had to her that foveraigne feat 
By higheft Jove affign’d, therein to beare 
Nights burning lamp, regarded not her threat, 
Ne yielded ought for favour or for feare; 
But with fterne countenaunce and difdainfull cheare, 
Bending her horned browes, did put her back ; 
And boldly blaming her for comming there, 
Bade her attonce from heavens coaft to pack, 


Or at her perill bide the wrathfull Thunders wrack. 


© more worthy thereof wend.| For weened, thought. Cuurcu. 
Poets not unfrequently took liberties with this word: fo R. Tofte in 
his < Honour’s Academie,” 1610, p. 19 :— 
<¢ Thefe lovers lov’d but wantonly fhe ftrait began to win 5” 
meaning “ fhe ftraight began to think or believe.” C. 


SFot: 
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123) 
Yet nathemore the Gianteffe forbare, 
But boldly preacing on raught forth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce from off her chaire; 
And, there-with lifting up her golden wand, 
Threatned to ftrike her if fhe did with-ftand : 
Where-at the ftarres, which round about her blazed 
And eke the Moones bright wagon ftill did ftand, 
All beeing with fo bold attempt amazed, 
And on her uncouth habit and fterne looke ftill gazed. 
T4. 

Mean-while the lower World, which nothing knew 
Of all that chaunced here, was darkned quite ; 
And eke the heavens, and all the heavenly crew 
Of happy wights, now unpurvaide of light, 

Were much afraid, and wondred at that fight ; 

Fearing leaft Chaos broken had his chaine, 

And brought againe on them eternall night ; 

But chiefely Mercury, that next doth raigne,' 

| Ran forth in hafte unto the king of Gods to plaine. 
1S. 
All ran together with a great out-cry 

To Joves faire palace fixt in heavens hight ; 
And beating at his gates full earneftly, 
Gan call to him aloud with all their might 
To know what meant that fuddaine lack of light. 
The father of the Gods, when this he heard, 
Was troubled much at their fo ftrange affright, 
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* But chiefely Mercury, that next doth raigne.| Spenfer, when 
{peaking of the heavenly bodies, always follows Ptolemy’s fyftem, which 
here luckily fuits with his defign. According to that fyftem, Mercury 
was the planet neareft to the Moon, and therefore might be fuppofed 
firft to have difcovered this difturbance in that region; and he was the 
moft proper perfon (as Meffenger of the gods) to carry the intelligence 
to Jupiter. CHurcn. 
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Doubting leaft Typhon were againe uprear’d, 

Or other his old foes that once him forely fear’d. 

16. 

Eftfoones the fonne of Maia forth he fent 
Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The caufe of this fo ftrange aftonifhment, 

And why thee did her wonted courfe forflowe ; 
And if that any were on earth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her moleft, 
Him to attache, and downe to hell to throwe ; 
But if from heaven it were, then to arreft - 
The Author, and him bring before his prefence preft.' 
17. 

The wingd-foot God fo faft his plumes did beat, 
That foone he came where-as the Titaneffe 
Was ftriving with faire Cynthia for her feat ; 
At whofe ftrange fight and haughty hardineffe 
He wondred much, and feared her no leffe: 
Yet laying feare afide to doe his charge, 

At laft he bade her (with bold ftedfaftneffe) 
Ceafle to moleft the Moone to walke at large, 
Or come before high Jove her dooings to difcharge. 

Lo. 


And there-with-all he on her fhoulder laid 
His fnaky-wreathed mace, whofe awfull power 
Doth make both Gods and hellifh fiends affraid : 
Where-at the Titaneffe did fternely lower, 
And ftoutly anfwer’d, that in evill hower 
He from his Jove fuch meffage to her brought, 
To bid her leave faire Cynthias filver bower ; 


& before his prefence preft.| Immediately: here ufed adverbially. 
Topp. “Preft” does not fo much mean immediately as promptly; the 
ordinary fenfe of “ preft” is ready: {ee this vol. p. 226. So common 
a word feems to require no farther illuftration. CG: 
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Sith fhee his Jove and him efteemed nought, 
No more then Cynthias felfe; but all their kingdoms 
fought. 
19. 
The Heavens Herald ftaid not to reply, 
But paft away, his doings to relate 
Unto his Lord; who now, in th’ higheft fky, 
Was placed in his principall Eftate, 
With all the Gods about him congregate : 
To whom when Hermes had his meflage told, 
It did them all exceedingly amate," 
Save Jove; who changing nought his count’nance bold, 
Did unto them at length thefe fpeeches wife unfold ; 
20. 
“‘ Harken to mee awhile, yee heavenly Powers. 
Ye may remember fince th’ Earths curfed feed 
Sought to affaile the heavens eternall towers, 
And to us all exceeding feare did breed, 
But how we then defeated all their deed, 
Yee all doe knowe, and them deftroied quite ; 
Yet not fo quite, but that there did fucceed 
An off-fpring of their bloud, which did alite 
Upon the fruitfull earth, which doth us yet defpite. 
One 
“* Of that bad feed is this bold woman bred, 
That now with bold prefumption doth afpire 
To thruft faire Phoebe from her filver bed, 
And eke our felves from heavens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her defire. 
Wherefore’ it now behoves us to advife 


h 


exceedingly amate.] Todd ftrangely thought that <« congregate” 
needed a note, but left «* amate” unexplained. So far perhaps he was 
right, for we have had it before, and it means there, as here, confound, 
daunt, and even di/may: fee vol. ii. D.ot Loss eee 


' Wherefore, &c.] The judicious reader will obferve that there is 
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What way is beft to drive her to retire, 
Whether by open force, or counfell wife: 
Areed, ye fonnes of God, as beft ye can devife.” 
22. 
So having faid, he ceaft; and with his brow 
(His black eye-brow, whofe doomefull dreaded beck 
Is wont to wield the world unto his vow, 
And even the higheft Powers of heaven to check) 
Made figne to them in their degrees to fpeake, 
Who ftraight gan caft their counfell grave and wife. 
Meanewhile th’ Earth’s daughter, thogh fhe nought did 
reck 
Of Hermes meffage, yet gan now advife 
What courfe were beft to take in this hot bold emprize. 
23. 
Eftfoones fhe thus refolv’d; that whil’f the Gods 
(After returne of Hermes embaffie) 
Were troubled, and amongft themfelves at ods, 
Before they could new counfels re-allie,* 
To fet upon them in that extafie, 
And take what fortune, time, and place would lend. 
So forth fhe rofe, and through the pureft fky 
To Jove’s high Palace ftraight caft to afcend, 
To profecute her plot. Good on-fet boads good end. 
24. 
Shee there arriving boldly in did pafs ; 


much of Milton’s manner in this and the preceding ftanza. That Milton 
drew from hence is plain; particularly he has copied Spenfer (but fallen 
fhort of his mafter’s dignity) in the clofe of Satan’s fpeech in the Infernal 
Council, “ Par. Loft,” B. u. 40 :— 
«<and by what beft way, 
Whether of open war or covert guile, 
We now debate; who can advife, may fpeak.” CHurcH. 

k new counfels re-allie.| Rallie, get in order, from raller: q.d. 
realligere : {o Skinner ; agreeable to our poet’s {pelling. Upron. Rich- 
ardfon accords in this etymology, which may be confidently accepted : 
in his quotation from Spenfer, he accidentally mifprints “ fet” ref. C. 
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Where all the Gods fhe found in counfell clofe, 


All quite unarm’d, as then their manner was. 
At fight of her they fuddaine all arofe 
In great amaze, ne wift what way to chofe: 
But Jove, all feareleffe, forc’t them to aby ;' 
And in his foveraine throne gan ftraight difpofe 
Himfelfe, more full of grace and Majettie, 
That mote encheare his friends, and foes mote terrifie. 
one 
That when the haughty Titaneffe beheld, 
All were fhe fraught with pride and impudence, 
Yet with the fight thereof was almoft queld ; 
And inly quaking feem’d as reft of fenfe 
And voyd of fpeech in that drad audience, 
Until that Jove himfelfe her felfe befpake : 
<< Speake, thou fraile woman, fpeake with confidence ; 
Whence art thou, and what dooft thou here now make ?™ 
What idle errand haft thou earths manfion to forfake?” 
26. 
Shee, halfe confufed with his great commaund, 
Yet gathering {pirit of her natures pride, 
Him boldly anfwer’d thus to his demaund : 
“Tam a daughter, by the mothers fide, 
Of her that is Grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the Gods, great Earth, great Chaos child ; 
But by the fathers, (be it not envide) 
I greater am in bloud (whereon I build) 
Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from heaven exil’d. 


1 forc’t them to aby.) Here we fee “aby” ufed inftead of abide for 
the rhyme fake ; and as before remarked (vol. ii. p. 155) old poets ufed 
“aby” and adide almoft indifferently. C. 

m what dooft thou here now make. i.e. what doft thou here now 
do? 'This is the A.S. ufe of the verb “‘ to make ;” and fo Shakefpeare 
employs it in * Richard IIT.” A. iv. Sc. 4, “‘ What makes he upon the 


feas??? Other inftances are not required. C. 
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Bye 
“For Titan (as ye all acknowledge mutt) 
Was Saturnes elder brother by birth-right, 
Both fonnes of Uranus; but by unjuft 
And guilefull meanes, through Corybantes flight, 
The younger thruft the elder from his right : 
Since which thou, Jove, injurioufly haft held 
The Heavens rule from Titans fonnes by might, 
And them to hellifh dungeons downe haft feld. 
Witneffe, ye Heavens, the truth of all that I have teld !” 
25% 

Whil’ft fhe thus fpake, the Gods, that gave good eare 
To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 
Beeing of ftature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautifull of face 
As any of the Goddeffes in place, 

Stood all aftonied; like a fort of fteeres,” 
Mongft whom fome beaft of ftrange and forraine race 
Unwares is chaunc’t, far ftraying from his peeres: 
So did their ghaftly gaze bewray their hidden feares. 
Oe 

Till, having pauz’d awhile, Jove thus befpake : 
<¢ Will never mortall thoughts ceaffe to afpire 
In this bold fort to Heaven claime to make, 

And touch celeftiall feates with earthly mire? 
I would have thought that bold Procruftes hire,° 
Or Typhons fall, or proud Ixions paine, 


Or great Prometheus tafting of our ire, 


n Jike a fort of fteeres.| ‘*Sort” is ufually companys but here, of 
courfe, it is to be taken as berd—< like a herd:of fteerseaeC. 

© that bold Procruftes hire, &c.| The example of Procruftes is not 
to the purpofe, fince he neither offended particularly again{t Jupiter, nor 
was punifhed by him. He was flain by Thefeus. Jorrin. Procruftes 
is put here for any robber or oppreffor of mankind that met with his 
due punifhment. Upron. 
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Would have fuffiz’d the reft for to reftraine, 


And warn’d all men by their example to refraine. 
RO: 
“‘ But now this off-{cum of that curfed fry 
Dare to renew the like bold enterprize, 
And chalenge th’ heritage of this our fkie ; 
Whom what fhould hinder, but that we likewife 
Should handle as the reft of her allies, 
And thunder-drive to hell?” With that, he fhooke 
His Nectar-deawed locks, with which the fkyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke,? 
And eft his burning levin-brond in hand he tooke. 
Nie 
But when he looked on her lovely face, 
In which faire beames of beauty did appeare 
That could the greateft wrath foone turne to grace, 
(Such {way doth beauty even in heaven beare) 
He ftaide his hand; and, having chang’d his cheare, 
He thus againe in milder wife began: 
‘“‘ But ah! if Gods fhould ftrive with fleth yfere,' 
Then fhortly fhould the progeny of man 
Be rooted out, if Jove fhould doe ftill what he can. 
ep. 
‘* But thee, faire Titan’s child, I rather weene, 
Through fome vaine errour, or inducement light, 
To fee that mortall eyes have never feene ; 


P for terror quooke.| Quaked, the old preterite of guake. So Chaucer, 

“< Monkes Tale,” edit. Tyrwhitt, v. 14210 :— 

“< For fere of which he guoke,” &c. Toop. 
The ufe of * quoke” was alfo common to other writers; thus R. Brunne, 
as quoted by Richardfon, “ For ire nere he guoke s” and Chaucer after 
him, ‘‘ For ire he guoke.” C. 

4 But ab! if Gods foould frive with flefh yfere.\ ‘My fpirit fhall 
not always ftrive with man, for that he alfo is flefh,” Gen. vi.3. “Yea, 
many a time turned he his wrath away: for he confidered that they 
were but flefh,” Pfal. xxviii. 39. In Chaucer and our old poets we 
frequently meet with yfere, in fere, for together. Upron. 
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Or through enfample of thy fifters might, 
Bellona, whofe great glory thou dooft {pight, 
Since thou haft feene her dreadfull power belowe, 
Mongft wretched men (difmaide with her affright) 
To bandie Crownes, and Kingdoms to beftowe: 
And fure thy worth no leffe then hers doth feem to fhowe. 
53° 
<¢ But wote thou this, thou hardy Titanefle, 
That not the worth of any living wight 
May challenge ought in Heaven's intereffe ;* 
Much leffe the Title of old Titans Right : 
For we by Conqueft, of our foveraine might, 
And by eternall doome of Fates decree, 
Have wonne the Empire of the Heavens bright ; 
Which to our felves we hold, and to whom wee 
Shall worthy deeme partakers of our bliffe to bee. 


34: 
«© Then ceaffe thy idle claime, thou foolifh gerle; 
And feeke by grace and goodnefle to obtaine 
That place, from which by folly Titan fell: 
Thereto thou maift perhaps, if fo thou faine 
Have Jove thy gracious Lord and Soveraigne.” 
So having faid, fhe thus to him replide : 
“‘ Ceaffe, Saturnes Sonne, to feeke by proffers vaine 
Of idle hopes t’ allure mee to thy fide, 
For to betray my Right before I have it tride. 


Ley 
“But thee, O Jove! no equall Judge I deeme 
Of my defert, or of my dewfull Right ; 


t ought in Heavens intereffe.] For intereft; i.e. right or title to. 
Cuurca. Spenfer ufes the Italian intereffe. Urron. “ Interefle” does 
not mean, as Church fates, “right or title,” but concern in. Jove tells 
the Titanefs that fhe can challenge no concern, no intereft in any thing 
that is heaven’s. Richardfon gives the etymology as from the Latin 
inter and effe, fomething that is between different parties. C. 


Sitneneen-t? wee 


| 


ana THE FAERIE QUEENE. C..68 


That in thine owne behalfe maift partiall feeme: 
But to the higheft him, that is behight 
Father of Gods and men by equall might, 
To weet, the God of Nature,* I appeale.” 
There-at Jove wexed wroth, and in his {pright 
Did inly grudge, yet did it well conceale ; 

And bade Dan Pheebus fcribe her appellation feale.' 

BG: 

Eftfoones the time and place appointed were, 
Where all, both heavenly Powers and earthly wights, 
Before great Natures prefence fhould appeare, 
For triall of their Titles and beft Rights : 

That was, to weet, upon the higheft hights 

Of Arlo-hill (Who knowes not Arlo-hill °) 

That is the higheft head (in all mens fights) 

Of my old father MoLz, whom Shepheards quill" 

Renowmed hath with hymnes fit for a rurall {kill. 


oie 
And, were it not ill fitting for this file 
To fing of hilles and woods monegft warres and Knights, 
I would abate the fternenefle of my ftile, 
Monett thefe fterne ftounds to mingle foft delights ; 
And tell how Arlo, through Dianaes {pights, 
(Beeing of old the beft and faireft Hill 


8 To weet, the God of Nature.] But in the next Canto he fays, 
‘Then forth iffu’d (great goddeffe) great dame Nature,” St. ge? “iehe 
reader muft not be furprifed to find in one place a deity called a god, in 
another a goddeffe s for as Milton obferves, «Par, L.” B. 1, 423 :— 

“Spirits, when they pleafe, 
Can either fex affame, or both.” 
According to the Orphic verfes, Jupiter (i.e. as there intended, Uni- 
verfal Nature,) or in Spenfer’s words (the God of Nature) is of both 
fexes, male and female, as confifting of aétive and paflive principles. 
Pan likewife (as the name imports) is faid to be the god of Nature: 
“« Pan totius Nature deus eft.” Servius, in Virg. Ecl. ii. 31. Upron. 
* ber appellation feale.] Appeal. at. appellatio. Cuurcn. 


" whom Shepheards quill, &c.] See “Colin Clouts come home again.” 
Cuurcn. Firft printed in ESOS Ves 
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That was in all this holy Iflands hights)* 
Was made the moft unpleafant and moft ill: 
Meane while, O Clio! lend Calliope thy quill. 
38. 
Whylome when IrELanp florifhed in fame 
Of wealths and goodnefle,’ far above the reft 
Of all that beare the Britifh Iflands name, 
The gods then us’d (for pleafure and for reft) 
Oft to refort there-to, when feem’d them beft: 
But none of all there-in more pleafure found 
Then Cynthia, that is foveraine Queene profeft 
Of woods and forrefts which therein abound, 
Sprinkled with wholfom waters more then mofton ground: 


9. 
But mongtt them all, as fitteft for her game, 
Either for chace of beafts with hound or boawe, 
Or for to fhroude in fhade from Phcebus flame, 
Or bathe in fountaines that doe frefhly flowe 
Or from high hilles, or from the dales belowe, 
She chofe this Arlo; where fhee did refort 
With all her Nymphes enranged on a rowe, 
With whom the woody Gods did oft confort, 
For with the Nymphes the Satyres love to play and {port. 
40. 
Amongtt the which” there was a Nymph that hight 
Molanna; daughter of old Father Mole, 


* this holy Ifands hights.| ‘«'The Irifh were a people anciently 
(according to the name of the Holy Ifland given to Ireland) much 
devoted to, and by the Englifh much refpeéted for, their holinefs and 
learning.” See Selden’s Notes on Drayton’s ‘‘ Polyolbion,”’ p. 15, edit. 
fol. CHURCH. 

Y Of wealths and goodneffe.| Meaning by “ wealths,” in the plural, 
all things that contributed to her weal. ‘The old copies concur in 
«© wealths;” but in modern times the text has been almoft invariably cor- 
rupted to wealth in the fingular. Upton, however, has ‘‘wealths.” C. 

2 Among? the which, &c.] Compare this ftory of Molanna with that 
of her fifter Mulla in ** Colin Clouts come home again.”” CuurcH. 
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And fifter unto Mulla faire and bright, 
Unto whofe bed falfe Bregog whylome ftole, 
That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole,* 
And made her luckleffe loves well knowne to be: 
But this Molanna, were fhe not fo fhole, 
Were no leffe faire and beautifull then fhee ; 
Yet, as fhe is, a fairer flood may no man fee. 
4l. 
For firft, fhe fprings out of two marble Rocks, 
On which a grove of Oakes high-mounted growes, 
That as a girlond feemes to deck the locks 
Of fom faire Bride, brought forth with pompous fhowes 
Out of her bowre, that many flowers ftrowes: 
So through the flowry Dales fhe tumbling downe 
Through many woods and fhady coverts flowes, 
(That on each fide her filver channell crowne) 
Till to the Plaine fhe come, whofe Valleyes fhee doth 
drowne. 
42. 
In her fweet ftreames Diana ufed oft 
(After her fweatie chace and toilefome play) 
To bathe her felfe; and, after, on the foft 
And downy grafle her dainty limbes to lay 
In covert fhade, where none behold her may ; 
For much fhe hated fight of living eye. 
Foolifh god Faunus, though full many a day 
He faw her clad, yet longed foolifhly 
To fee her naked mongft her Nymphes in privity. 
ae 
No way he found to compaffe his defire, 
But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid, 
Her to difcover for fome fecret hire: 


@ Lhat Shepheard Colin dearely did condole.| Which ftory Colin 
Clout (Spenfer himfelf) did dearly condole in his poem entitled « Colin 
Clouts come home again.” Upron. 
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So her with flattering words he firft affaid ; 
And after, pleafing gifts for her purvaid, 
Queene-apples, and red Cherries from the tree, 
With which he her allured, and betraid 
To tell what time he might her Lady fee 
When fhe her felfe did bathe, that he might fecret bee. 
44. 

There-to he promift, if fhee would him pleafure 
With this {mall boone, to quit her with a better ; 
To weet, that where-as fhee had out of meafure 
Long lov’d the Fanchin, who by nought did fet her, 
That he would undertake for this to get her 
To be his Love, and of him liked well: 

Befides all which, he vow’d to be her debter 
For many moe good turnes then he would tell, 
The leaft of which this little pleafure fhould excell. 

45. 

The fimple maid did yield to him anone ; 

And eft him placed where he clofe might view 

That never any faw, fave onely one,” 

Who, for his hire fo foole-hardy dew, 

Was of his hounds devour’d in Hunters hew. 

Tho, as her manner was on funny day, 

Diana, with her Nymphes about her, drew 

To this fweet {pring ; where, doffing her array, 
She bath’d her lovely limbes, for Jove a likely pray.” 


jee 4 

a6, 2 

There Faunus faw that pleafed much his eye, D 
And made his hart to tickle in his brett, e 


b fave onely one.| viz. A&tzon. UPron. Ovid (* Metam.” iil. 155) 
tells us that A€tzon was torn to pieces by his dogs, not when he was 
“in hunter’s hew,” but when he had been changed into a flag. C. 

© for Fove a likely pray.] The ule of “ likely”? here feems a little 
peculiar ; it means a prey which Jove would have liked—a likeable 
prey. The fame may be intended when we fpeak of “a “ikely girl,” 
i. e. a girl that people like. C. 
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That, for great joy of fome-what he did fpy, 


He could him not containe in filent reft ; 
But breaking forth in laughter loud profeft 
His foolifh thought: a foolifh Faune indeed, 
That couldf not hold thy felfe fo hidden bleft, 
But wouldeft needs thine owne conceit areed ! 
Babblers unworthy been of fo divine a meed. 
47+ 
The Goddeffe, all abafhed with that noife, 
In hafte forth ftarted from the guilty brooke ; 
And running ftraight where-as fhe heard his voice, 
Enclos’d the bufh about, and there him tooke, 
Like darred Larke,’ not daring up to looke 
On her whofe fight before fo much he fought. 
Thence forth they drew him by the hornes, and fhooke 
Nigh all to peeces, that they left him nought ; 
And then into the open light they forth him brought. 
48. 
Like as an hufwife, that with bufie care 
Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous gaine, 
Finding wher-as fome wicked beaft unware 
That breakes into her Dayr’ houfe, there doth draine 
Her creaming pannes, and fruftrate all her paine, 
Hath, in fome fnare or gin fet clofe behind, 
Entrapped him, and caught into her traine ; 
Then thinkes what punifhment were beft aflign’d, 
And thoufand deathes devifeth in her vengefull mind. 
49- 
So did Diana and her maydens all 
Ufe filly Faunus, now within their baile :° 


d Like darred Larke.| A glafs, made ufe of in catching larks, is called 
a daring-glafs. ‘* Dare, an old Englifh word for fare s becaufe they, 
which behold a man ftedfaftly with a wide open /faring eie, are faid to 
be do/d or daring.” Minfheu, Cuurcu. 

© now within their baile.] That is, now within their power. See 
Kerfey in V. Bai/, ‘* a certain limit or bound within a foreft.” CHURCH. 
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They mocke and fcorne him, and him foule mifcall ; 
Some by the nofe him pluckt, fome by the taile, 
And by his goatifh beard fome did him haile: 
Yet he (poore foule !) with patience all did beare ; 
For nought againft their wils might countervaile : 
Ne ought he faid, whatever he did heare, 

But hanging downe his head did like a Mome appeare.' 


ey 
At length, when they had flouted him their fill, 
They gan to caft what penaunce him to give. 
Some would have gelt him; but that fame would {pill 
The Wood-gods breed, which muft for ever live: | 
Others would through the river him have drive 
And ducked deepe; but that feem’d penaunce light: 
But moft agreed, and did this fentence give, 
Him in Deares fkin to clad ;* and in that plight 
To hunt him with their hounds, him felfe fave how hee 
might. 
1. 
But Cynthia’s felfe, more angry then the reft, 
Thought not enough to punifh him in fport, 
And of her fhame to make a gamefome jeft ; 
But gan examine him in ftraighter fort, 
Which of her Nymphes, or other clofe confort, 
Him thither brought, and her to him betraid ? 


€ g Mome appeare.| A dull ftupid blockhead, a ftock, a poft. This 
owes its original to the French word Momon, which fignifies the gaming 
at dice in mafquerade, the cuftom and rule of which is, that a ftrict 
filence is to be obferved; whatever fum one ftakes another covers, but 
not a word is to be fpoken. From hence alfo comes our word mum !/ 
for filence. Hawkins. Richardfon plaufibly fuggefts the Gr. wapes as 
the origin of mome and mum. Mummers were filent performers of a 
{pecies of drama, and we now call them pantomimifts. C. 

& Him inDeares fein to clad. Spenfer here ules * to clad” for to clothe 
(which we think is Uae a as above he has * drive”’ for driven. 
He has had the participle ‘ drive” before, and, as in this inftance, by 
compulfion of the rhyme. C. 
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He, much affeard, to her confeffed fhort 
That ’twas Molanna which her fo bewraid. 
Then, all attonce their hands upon Molanna laid. 
Soe 
But him (according as they had decreed) 
With a Deeres-fkin they covered, and then chaft 
With all their hounds that after him did {peed ; 
But he, more fpeedy, from them fled more faft 
Then any Deere ; fo fore him dread aghaft. 
They after follow’d all with fhrill out-cry, 
Shouting as they the heavens would have braft ; 
That all the woods and dales, where he did flie, 
Did ring againe, and loud reeccho to the fkie. 


mie 
So they him follow’d till they weary were ; 
When, back returning to Molann’ againe, 
They, by commaund’ment of Diana, there 
Her whelm’d with ftones. Yet Faunus (for her paine) 
Of her beloved Fanchin did obtaine, 
That her he would receive unto his bed: 
So now her waves paffe through a pleafant Plaine, 
Till with the Fanchin fhe her felfe doe wed, 
And (both combin’d) themfelves in one faire river {pred. 


54. 
Nath’leffe Diana, full of indignation, 
Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke, 
In whofe fweete ftreame, before that bad occafion, 
So much delight to bathe her limbes fhe tooke : 
Ne onely her, but alfo quite forfooke 
All thofe faire forrefts about Arlo hid; 
And all that Mountaine, which doth overlooke 
The richeft champian that may elfe be rid ; 
And the faire Shure, in which are thoufand Salmons bred. 


aps 
Them all, and all that fhe fo deare did way, 
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Thence-forth fhe left; and parting from the place, 
There-on an heavy hapleffe curfe did lay ; 
To weet, that Wolves, where fhe was wont to fpace, 
Shou’d harbour’d be and all thofe Woods deface, 
And Thieves fhould rob and fpoile that Coaft around. 
Since which," thofe Woods, and all that goodly Chafe 
Doth to this day with Wolves and Thieves abound: 
Which too-too true’ that lands in-dwellers fince have 


found. 


h Since which, &c.] In ‘* Colin Clouts come home again,” where 
Spenfer is praifing England, he does it by an enumeration of fome of the 
miferies of Ireland :— 

«¢ No wayling there, no wretchedneffe is heard, 
No bloodie iffues,”’ &c. 
Spenfer, fpeaking of the maffacres committed upon the people of Muntfter, 
in Ireland, after the rebellion, paints alfo in the ftrongeft colours, though 
in profe. See his ‘* View of the State of Ireland.” T. Warton. 

i Which too-too true.| Todd makes a fpecial note upon ‘ too-too,” 
but nothing can be more common in old authors than this reduplication, 
fignifying exce/s. C. 
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C AUNIE.O Vi lek 


Pealing from ‘fove to Natur’s bar, 
bold Alteration pleades 

Large Evidence: but Nature foone 
her righteous Doome areads. 


ie 
24H! whither dooft thou now, thou greater 
Mufe,* 
Me from thefe woods and pleafing for- 
refts bring, 

And my fraile f{pirit, (that dooth oft refufe 

This too high flight, unfit for her weake wing) 

Lift up aloft, to tell of heavens King 

(Thy foveraine Sire) his fortunate fucceffe ; 

And victory in bigger noates to fing, 

Which he obtain’d againft that Titanefle, 
That him of heavens Empire fought to difpofleffe ? 

2. 

Yet, fith I needs muft follow thy beheft, 

Doe thou my weaker wit with fkill infpire, 

Fit for this turne; and in my fable breft? 


* thou greater Mufe.] Clio. See C, vi. St. 37 [this vol. p. 255], 
FF. Q. 1, Introd. 2. 1 [volsip. 1739.9 Cuurees 

> my fable breft.| So all the folios; and we do not prefume to amend 
a text which may very likely be right, though Spenfer elfewhere often 
has feeble breaft, which fome editors have, not unnaturally, preferred 
here. Drayton allowed ‘ fable” to ftand as Spenfer’s word in his copy 
of the folio 1611. C. 


Pires ies. 
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Kindle freth {parks of that immortall fire 
Which learned minds inflameth with defire 
Of heavenly things: for who, but thou alone 
That art yborne of heaven and heavenly Sire, 
Can tell things doen in heaven fo long ygone, 
So farre paft memory of man that may be knowne? 
3. 
Now, at the time that was before agreed, 
The gods affembled all on Arlo Hill; 
As well thofe that are fprung of heavenly feed, 
As thofe that all the other world doe fill,° 
And rule both fea and land unto their will: 
Onely th’ infernall Powers might not appeare ; 
As well for horror of their count’naunce ill, 
As for th’ unruly fiends which they did feare ; 
Yet Pluto and Proferpina were prefent there. 
4. 
And thither alfo came all other creatures, 
What-ever life or motion doe retaine, 
According to their fundry kinds of features, 
That Arlo {carfly could them all containe, 
So full they filled every hill and plaine ; 
And had not Natures Sergeant (that is Order) ° 
Them well difpofed by his bufie paine, 
And raunged farre abroad in every border, 
They would have caufed much confufion and diforder. 
fee 
Then forth iffew’d (great goddeffe) great dame Nature 
With goodly port and gracious Majetty, 


Being far greater and more tall of ftature 


¢ the other world doe fill.| We may juft note that Drayton, in his 
folio 1611, alters “‘ other” to wether, but the change is needlefs. C. 

d (that is Order)]. Order is introduced as a marfhal in F. Q. v. ix. 
23 [vol. iii. p. 451]. And Luis de Camoéns, in his “ Lufiad,” Canto i. 
makes Order the herald and marfhal of the deities. Upton. 
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Then any of the gods or Powers on hie : 

Yet certes by her face and phyfnomy, 

Whether fhe man or woman inly were, 

That could not any creature well defcry ; 

For with a veile, that wimpled every where, 

Her head and face was hid that mote to none appeare. 


6. 

That, fome doe fay, was fo by fkill devized, 

To hide the terror of her uncouth hew 

From mortall eyes that fhould be fore agrized ;° 
For that her face did like a Lion fhew, 

That eye of wight could not indure to view: 
But others tell that it fo beautious was, 

And round about fuch beames of fplendor threw, 
That it the Sunne a thoufand times did pafs, 

Ne could be feene but like an image in a glafs. 


That well may feemen true; for well I weene, 

That this fame day when fhe on Arlo fat, 

Her garment was fo bright and wondrous fheene, 
That my fraile wit cannot devize to what 

It to compare, nor finde like ftuffe to that: 

As thofe three facred Saints, though elfe moft wife, 
Yet on mount Thabor quite their wits forgat, 
When they their glorious Lord in ftrange difguife 
Transfigur’d fawe ; his garments fo did daze their eyes. 


8. 
In a fayre Plaine upon an equall hill 


She placed was in a pavilion ; 

Not fuch as Craftefmen by their idle fkill 
Are wont for Princes ftates to fafhion ; 
But th’ Earth herfelf, of her owne motion, 
Out of her fruitfull bofome made to growe 
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that foould be fore agrized.] ‘ Agrized” is terrified or confounded. 


We have already had it, vol. ii. p. 190. C. 
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Moft dainty trees, that, fhooting up anon, 
Did feeme to bow their bloofming heads full lowe 
For homage unto her, and like a throne did fhew. 


So hard it is‘ for any living wight 
All her array and veftiments to tell, 
That old Dan Geffrey® (in whofe gentle fpright, 
The pure well head of Poefie did dwell) 
In his Foules parley durft not with it mel, 
But it transferd to Alane, who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kindes defcrib’d it well :" 
Which who will read fet forth fo as it ought, 
Go feek he out that Alane where he may be fought. 
10. 
And all the earth far underneath her feete 
Was dight with flowers that voluntary grew 
Out of the ground, and fent forth odours {weet ; 
Tenne thoufand mores' of fundry fent and hew, 


f So hard it is.| The folio 1609 reads, ** So heard it is;” but heard 
is corrected to “ hard” in the folio 1611. C. 

& That old Dan Geffrey, &c.| This ftanza is no obfcure hint that our 
poet had been confulting Chaucer’s “ Aflembly of Fowles” for this 
defcription of Nature. But Spenfer has given many new and delicate 
touches to Chaucer’s rough fketch. ‘T. Warton. 

h Had in his Plaint of kindes defcrib’d it well.| We mutt read Plaint 
of Kinde. So Chaucer, in “The Affemble of Foules,” ver. 316 :— 

<¢ And right as Alaine, in the Plaint of Kinde 
Devifeth Nature of foch araie and face,” &c. 
He refers toa treatife written by Alanus de Infulis, «‘ De Planétu Nature 
contra Sodomiz vitium.” ‘This book was never (fo far as I can find) 
printed, nor ever feen by Spenfer; which makes him fay, 
<< Which who will read fet forth fo as it ought, 
Go feek he out that Alane, where he may be fought.” 
There is a MS. of this Alane, ** De Planétu Nature,”’ Of the Plaint of 
Kinde, or of Nature, in the Bodley Library, which begins thus :-— 
«© In lacrymas rifus, in lu€tus gaudia verto, 
In planétum plaufus, in lacrymofa jocos.” Upron. 

i Tenne thoufand mores.| We ule the word mores in the welt of 

England for roots, &c. Somner, Anglo-Sax. moran, acini, bacce, femina. 


Upton. Neverthelefs Church, following the example of Hughes, infifted 
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That might delight the fmell, or pleafe the view, 
The which the Nymphes from all the brooks thereby 
Had gathered, they“ at her foot-ftoole threw ; 
That richer feem’d then any tapeftry, 
That Princes bowres adorne with painted imagery. 
THe 
And Mole himfelfe, to honour her the more, 
Did deck himfelf in frefheft faire attire ; 
And his high head, that feemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned frofts of former winters ire, 
He with an Oaken girlond now did tire, 
As if the love of fome new Nymph, late feene, 
Had in him kindled youthfull frefh defire, 
And made him change his gray attire to greene: 
Ah, gentle Mole! fuch joyance hath thee well befeene. 
12. 
Was never fo great joyance fince the day 
That all the gods whylome affembled were 
On Hemus hill’ in their divine array, 
To celebrate the folemne bridall cheare 


upon reading more as if it were an adjective, whereas it is clearly a fub- 
ftantive ; and Aubrey in his “ Wiltfhire” (Roy. Soc. MS. p. 127, as 
quoted by Mr. Halliwell in his Dictionary) fays, ** In our weftern lan- 
guage /guat is a bruife, and a root we call more.” In fome parts of 
Gloucefterfhire a ftrawberry is called a ‘‘ more.” C. 

« Had gathered, they, &c.| The folios read, “* Had gathered, which 
they,” &c. But which certainly crept in from the foregoing line. 
Cuurcu. I have followed this neceflary emendation. Topp. The 
meafure is complete if we only read “ gathered” as three fyllables, which 
was verycommon. C., 

1 On Hemus bill.| He fays the bridal of Peleus and Thetis was 
celebrated on Hemus (a hill on the confines of Theffaly), becaufe Ovid, 
reciting the amours of Peleus and Thetis (‘* Met.” xi. 229), begins, 
< Eft finus Hemoniae,” &c. And Peleus is called «* Hemonius Peleus” 
by Tibullus, L.i. Eleg. vi. ver. g. But Apollodorus fays exprefsly 
that the marriage was celebrated on Mount Pelion; and Catullus, who 
wrote the * Epithalamium” (Spenfer, alluding to it fays, Phebus felf did 
fing the /poufall hymne), begins with, ‘ Pel/iaco quondam, &c.” Upron. 
It may be noticed that “Peleus” is mifprinted Pe/ene in the folio 1609, 
but ** Peleus”’ in the folio 1611. C. 
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Twixt Peleus and Dame Thetis pointed there ; 
Where Phoebus felf, that god of Poets hight, 
They fay, did fing the fpoufall hymne full cleere, 
That all the gods were ravifht with delight 
Of his celeftiall fong, and Muficks wondrous might. 
igs 
This great Grandmother of all creatures bred, 
Great Nature, ever young, yet full of eld ; 
Still moving, yet unmoved from her fted ; 
Unfeene of any, yet of all beheld; 
Thus fitting in her throne, as I have teld, 
Before her came dame Mutabilitie ; 
And, being lowe before her prefence feld 
With meek obayfance and humilitie, 
Thus gan her plaintif Plea with words to amplifie. 
| ike 
“< To thee, O greateft Goddeffe, onely great ! 
An humble fuppliant loe! I lowely fly, 
Seeking for Right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Who Right to all doft deale indifferently, 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Injurie, 
Which any of thy creatures doe to other 
(Oppreffing them with power unequally,) 
Sith of them all thou art the equall mother, 
And knitteft each to each, as brother unto brother. 
Tee 
‘* To thee therefore of this fame Jove I plaine, 
And of his fellow gods that faine to be, 
That challenge to themfelves the whole worlds raign, 
Of which the greateft part is due to me, 
And heaven it felfe by heritage in fee: 
For heaven and earth I both alike do deeme, 
Sith heaven and earth are both alike to thee, 
And gods no more then men thou doeft efteeme ; 
For even the gods to thee, as men to gods, do feeme. 
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<¢ Then weigh, O foveraigne goddefle! by what right 
Thefe gods do claime the worlds whole foverainty, 
And that is onely dew unto thy might™ 
Arrogate to themfelves ambitioufly : 

As for the gods owne principality, 

Which Jove ufurpes unjuftly, that to be 

My heritage Jove’s felf cannot deny, 

From my great Grandfire Titan unto mee 
Deriv’d by dew defcent ; as is well known to thee. 
Tie 

“¢ Yet mauger Jove, and all his gods befide, 

I doe poffefle the worlds moft regiment ;* 

As if ye pleafe it into parts divide, 

And every parts inholders to convent, 

Shall to your eyes appeare incontinent. 

And firft, the Earth (great mother of us all) 
That only feems unmov’d and permanent, 

And unto Mutability not thrall, 

Yet is fhe chang’d in part, and eeke in generall : 
18. 


‘«¢ For all that from her fprings, and is ybredde, 
How-ever fayre it flourifh for a time, 

Yet fee we foone decay ; and, being dead, 
To turne again into their earthly flime: 

Yet out of their decay and mortall crime, 
We daily fee new creatures to arize, 


And of their Winter {pring another Prime, 


m dew unto thy might.| It is ** my might” in old editions after the 
folio 1609, but ** thy” is moft likely right in reference to the great claim 
of Nature which had been delegated to Mutability, and which the latter 
here afferts. Some modern impreflions have the text one way and fome 


another, but we adhere to the moft ancient authority. C. 


0 I doe poffeffe the worlds moft regiment.| That is, I poflefs the chief 


government of the world. Upron. 
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Unlike in forme, and chang’d by ftrange difguife : 
So turne they ftill about, and change in reftleffe wife. 
ino. 

‘c As for her tenants, that is, man and beafts, 

The beafts we daily fee maffacred dy 

As thralls and vaffals unto mens beheatts ; 

And men themfelves doe change continually, 
From youth to eld, from wealth to poverty, 
From good to bad, from bad to worft of all: 

Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly, 

But eeke their minds (which they immortall call) 
Still change and vary thoughts, as new occafions fall. 
20. 


“© Ne is the water in more conftant cafe, 


Whether thofe fame on high, or thefe belowe ; 
For th’ Ocean moveth ftill from place to place, 
And every River ftill doth ebbe and flowe ; 
Ne any Lake, that feems moft ftill and flowe, 
Ne Poole fo fmall, that can its fmoothneffe holde 
When any winde doth under heaven blowe ; 
With which the clouds are alfo toft and roll’d, 
Now like great Hills, and ftreight like fluces them 
unfold. 

ol. 
‘© So likewife are all watry living wights 
Still toft and turned with continuall change, 
Never abyding in their ftedfaft plights : 
The fith, ftill floting, doe at random range, 
And never reft, but evermore exchange 
Their dwelling places, as the ftreames them carrie : 
Ne have the watry foules a certaine grange ° 
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° g certaine grange.| In the fenfe of dwelling-place. ‘The word 
grange is generally ufed for a folitary farmboufe. Mr. Warton fays that 
grange, ftriétly and properly {peaking, is the farm of a monaftery, where 
the religious depofited their corn; grangia, Lat. from granum 5 but that 
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Wherein to reft, ne in one ftead do tarry ; 
But flitting ftill doe flie, and ftill their places vary. 
22. 
“« Next is the Ayre; which who feeles not by fenfe 
(For of all fenfe it is the middle meane) 
To flit fill, and with fubtill influence 
Of his thin fpirit all creatures to maintaine 
In ftate of life? O weake life! that does Jeane 
On thing fo tickle as th’ unfteady ayre, 
Which every howre is chang’d and altred cleane 
With every blaft that bloweth, fowle or faire : 
The faire doth it prolong; the fowle doth it impaire. 
Oe, 
‘“« Therein the changes infinite beholde, 
Which to her creatures every minute chaunce; 
Now boyling hot, ftreight friezing deadly cold ; 
Now faire fun-fhine, that makes all {kip and daunce, 
Streight bitter ftorms, and balefull countenance 
That makes them all to fhiver and to fhake: 
Rayne, hayle, and fnowe do pay them fad penance, 
And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them quake) 
With flames and flafhing lights that thoufand changes 
make. 
24. 
“¢ Laft is the fire; which, though it live for ever, 
Ne can be quenched quite, yet every day 
We fee his parts, fo foone as they do fever, 
To lofe their heat and fhortly to decay ; 
So makes himfelf his owne confuming pray : 


in Lincolnfhire, and in other northern counties, they call every houfe 


or farm which ftands folitary a grange. See alfo Cotgrave, in V. 


Grange, where it is rendered a barn. This paflage of Spenfer feems 
indebted to Luke xii. 24, where the ravens are defcribed as having 
“neither fforehoufe nor barn.” Toop. The epithet “ moated,” as 
applied to ‘‘ grange” in ** Meafure for Meafure,” A. iii. Sc. 1, happily 
gives the notion of damp and dreary folitarinefs. C. 
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Ne any living creatures doth he breed, 
But all that are of others bredd doth flay ; 
And with their death his cruell life dooth feed ; 
Nought leaving but their barren afhes without feede. 
oe 
“¢ Thus all thefe fower (the which the groundwork bee 
Of all the world and of all living wights) 
To thoufand forts of Change we fubject fee : 
Yet are they chang’d (by other wondrous flights) 
Into themfelves, and lofe their native mights ; 
The Fire to Aire, and th’ Ayre to Water fheere, 
And Water into Earth ; yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Aire with Earth, approaching neere: 
Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 
26. 
<< So in them all raignes Mutabilitie, 
How-ever thefe, that Gods themfelves do call, 
Of them doe claime the rule and foverainty ; 
As Vetta, of the fire ethereall ; 
Vulcan, of this with us fo ufuall ; 
Ops, of the earth; and Juno, of the ayre; 
Neptune, of feas; and Nymphes, of Rivers all : 
For all thofe Rivers to me fubject are, 
And all the reft, which they ufurp, be all my fhare. 
27. 
«© Which to approven true, as I have told, 
Vouchfafe, O Goddeffe! to thy prefence call 
The reft which doe the world in being hold ; 
As times and feafons of the yeare that fall : 
Of all the which demand in generall, 
Or judge thyfelfe, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they are not fubject all.” 
Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by? 


P and by-and-by.| This expreflion was of old equivalent to cmme- 
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Bade Order call them all before her Majefty. 
28. 
So forth iffew’d the Seafons of the yeare. 
Firft, lufty Spring, all dight in leaves of flowres 
That frefhly budded and new bloofmes did beare, 
(In which a thoufand birds had built their bowres 
That {weetly fung to call forth Paramours) 
And in his hand a javelin he did beare, 
And on his head (as fit for warlike ftoures) 
A guilt engraven morion’ he did weare ; 
That as fome did him love, fo others did him feare. 
si 
Then came the jolly Sommer, being dight 
In a thin filken caffock coloured greene, 
That was unlyned all, to be more light ; 
And on his head a girlond well befeene 
He wore, from which, as he had chauffed been, 
The {weat did drop; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and fhaftes, as he in forreft greene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 
And now would bathe his limbes with labor heated fore. 
Riek 
Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad, 
As though he joyed in his plentious ftore, 
Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full glad 
That he had banifht hunger, which to-fore 
Had by the belly oft him pinched fore: 


diately, prefently s and accordingly they inftantly make their, appear- 
ance before Nature. C., 

1 Firft, lufly Spring.] That is, beautiful, lovely Spring. Toop. 
_“ Lufty” may certainly mean deautiful and lovely s but the epithet here 
is intended to exprefs the vigour of {pring, and the youthful defire it pro- 
duces throughout nature. See St. 33, where “ frefh April” is defcribed 
as ** full of lufty-hed.” C. 

* A guilt engraven morion.| A gilded and engraved helmet: various 
defences for the head were fo called. C., 
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Upon his head a wreath, that was enrold 
With ears of corne of every fort, he bore ; 
And in his hand a fickle he did holde, 
To reape the ripened fruits the which the earth had yold.* 
pe 
Laftly, came Winter cloathed all in frize, 
Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill ; 
Whilft on his hoary beard his breath did freefe, 
And the dull drops, that from his purpled bill 
As from a limbeck did adown diftill. 
In his right hand a tipped ftaffe he held, 
With which his feeble fteps he ftayed ftill ; 
For he was faint with cold, and weak with eld, 
That {carfe his loofed limbes he hable was to weld. 
32. 
Thefe, marching foftly, thus in order went ; 
And after them the Monthes all riding came. 
Firft, fturdy March, with brows full fternly bent 
And armed ftrongly, rode upon a Ram, 
The fame which over Hellefpontus fwam ; 
Yet in his hand a fpade he alfo hent,' 
And in a bag all forts of feeds yfame," 
Which on the earth he ftrowed as he went, _ 
And fild her womb with fruitfull hope of nourifhment. 
SiS 
Next came frefh Aprill, full of luftyhed, 
And wanton as a Kid whofe horne new buds: 


Upon a Bull he rode, the fame which led 


s the which the earth had yold.| Yielded. So Chaucer, “ Troil. 
and Creff.” L. 1.°802z."" Topp. See alfo vol. 11. pp. 48.7 C. 

t he alfo hent.| Held, from hend, which is alfo ufed by Spenfer. 
Anglo-Sax. hendan, Lat. prebendere. ‘Topp. In the ** Shep Cal.” for 
Feb. vol. i. p. 29, we have “ hent in hand” for ¢ook in hand, A. S. 
Hentan, or hendan, is rather to take than to hold. C. 

u all forts of feeds yfame.| All forts of feeds together. See the note 
on * fame,” vol. ii. p. 42: ** yfame”’ is only ** fame” with the prefix. C. 
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Europa floting through th’ Argolick fluds: 
His hornes were gilden all with golden ftuds, 
And garnifhed with garlonds goodly dight 
Of all the faireft flowres and frefheft buds 
Which th’ earth brings forth ; and wet he feem’d in fight 
With waves, through which he waded for his loves delight. 
34: 
Then came faire May, the fayreft mayd on ground, 
Deckt all with dainties of her feafons pryde, 
And throwing flowres out of her lap around. 
Upon two brethrens fhoulders fhe did ride, 
The twinnes of Leda; which on eyther fide 
Supported her like to their foveraine Queene: 
Lord! how all creatures laught when her they fpide 
And leapt and daunc’t as they had ravifht beene! 
And Cupid felfe about her fluttred all in greene. 
35: 
And after her came jolly June, arrayd 
All in greene leaves, as he a Player were ;* 
Yet in his time he wrought as well as playd, 
That by his plough-yrons mote right well appeare. 
Upon a Crab he rode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling fteps an uncouth pafe, — 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to their face ; 
Like that ungracious crew which faines demureft grace.’ 


* All in greene leaves, as he a Player were.) ‘This is an allufion 
perhaps to fome particular character which had appeared on the ftage in 
Spenfer’s time, arrayed in green leaves. The hiftory of the Englifh 
Stage has not furnifhed me with any example in point. Topp. This 
is a miftake, for when Elizabeth was at Kenilworth, in 1575, Gafcoigne 
pronounced fome dramatic f{peeches to her, clad ¢¢ like a favage man, all 
in ivy.” See his “ Princely Pleafures,” edit. 1587, Sign. Aiiij. Spenfer 
may have himfelf been prefent; and it is much more likely than that 
Shakefpeare fhould have been there, as fome have imagined. C. 

Y Like that ungracious crew which faines demureft grace.| He feems 
here to have intended a fatirical ftroke againft the Puritans, who were 
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BOF 
Then came hot July boyling like to fire, 
That all his garments he had caft away. 
Upon a Lyon raging yet with ire 
He boldly rode, and made him to obay: 
It was the beaft that whylome did forray 
The Nemean forrett,’ till th’ Amphytrionide 
Him flew, and with his hide did him array. 
Behinde his backe a fithe, and by his fide 
Under his belt he bore a fickle circling wide. 
37: 
The fixt was Auguft, being rich arrayd 
In garment all of gold downe to the ground; 
Yet rode he not, but led a lovely Mayd 
Forth by the lily hand, the which was cround 
With eares of corne, and full her hand was found: 
That was the righteous Virgin,* which of old 


a prevailing party in the age of Queen Elizabeth; and indeed our author, 
from his profeflion, had fome reafon to declare himfelf their enemy, as 
poetry was what they particularly ftigmatifed and bitterly inveighed 
againft. T.Warton. Lord Burghley was their great fupporter. C. 

2 The Nemean forreft.| I would rejeé& the reading, “* 74? Nemzan 
foreft.” Indeed, there was no neceflity for this elifion, unlefs Spenfer 
had written Nemeans for Neme@an, with a diphthong, is plainly mif- 
printed for Nemean. Nemeus occurs often: in Virgil, Ain, viil. 295 :— 

‘<vaftum Nemea fub rupe leonem.” 
In Prudentius, ** Adv. Sym.” |. 1 :— 
<< Nemea fub pelle fovere 
*¢ Concubitus —” 
Nemea occurs in Statius, ‘¢ Sylv.” lib. i. 3. v.6. ‘This place was fome- 
times called Ne2205, and fometimes Neweaios, but never Neéwatos. But 
if Spenfer had really by miftake written Nemean, he would not have 
fcrupled to have made the fecond fyllable, though a diphthong, fhort ; 
for he frequently violates the accents of proper names, &c. In the In- 
troduction to the fifth Book of F. Q. he writes :— 
<< Into the great Nemaaun lions grove.” ‘'T. Warton. 

Shakefpeare has it Nemean in ‘* Love’s Labour’s Loft,” A. iv. Sc. 1, and 
rac Tamiets Amite tae 

@ the righteous Virgin, &c.] Aftrea. So, in “ Mother Hubberds 
Tale :”— 
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Liv’d here on earth, and plenty made abound ; 

But after Wrong was lov’d, and Juftice folde, 
She left th’ unrighteous world, and was to heaven extold. 

Rae 

Next him September marched, eeke on foote, 

Yet was he heavy laden with the fpoyle 

Of harvefts riches, which he made his boot, 

And him enricht with bounty of the foyle: 

In his one hand, as fit for harvefts toyle, 

He held a knife-hook ; and in th’ other hand 

A paire of waights,” with which he did affoyle ° 

Both more and leffle, where it in doubt did ftand, 
And equall gave to each as Juftice duly fcann’d. 


39: 
Then came October full of merry glee ; 
For yet his noule was totty of the muft," 
Which he was treading in the wine-fats fee, 
And of the joyous oyle, whofe gentle guft 
Made him fo frollick and fo full of luf: 
Upon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 


The fame which by Dianaes doom unjuft® 


“¢ Tt was the month in which ¢he righteous Maide, 

«« That for difdaine of finfull world’s upbraide 

‘© Fled back to heaven whence fhe was firft conceived, 
“© Into her filver bowre the Sunne received.” CHURCH. 

> A paire of waights.| Intending the fign Libra. See alfo F. Q. 
v. i. 45 [volziit. pe 336).ee:lopp: 

° with which be did affoyle.| Church tells us that here “ affoyle” 
means determine: September did not determine ‘* both more and lefle,” 
but he abjolved or cleared away the difficulty that had arifen between 
them ; and this laft may be confidered one of the confequential fenfes of 
theverb to** afloil,’?iGs 

‘ For yet his noule was totty of the muft.| That is, for yet his ead, 
or noddle, was wx/feady with new wine. Todd gives the following from 
Chaucer’s “* Reve’s Tale,” edit. Tyrwh. v. 4251 :— 

“* My hed is tottie of my {wink to night, 
«That maketh me that I go nat aright.” C. 

© by Dianaes doom unjuft, &c.] Why unjuft? fince Orion had pro- 

voked her by attempting to ravifh her. But according to fome authors 
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Slew great Orion; and eeke by his fide 

He had his ploughing fhare and coulter ready tyde. 

40. 

Next was November ; he full groffe and fat 
As fed with lard, and that right well might feeme ; 
For he had been a fatting hogs of late, 
That yet his browes with fweat did reek and fteem, 
And yet the feafon was full fharp and breem :' 
In planting eeke he took no {mall delight. 
Whereon he rode not eafie was to deeme ; 
For it a dreadfull Centaure was in fight, 

The feed of Saturne and faire Nais, Chiron hight. 

AL: 

And after him came next the chill December : 
Yet he, through merry feafting which he made 
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember ; 
His Saviour’s birth his mind fo much did glad. 
Upon a fhaggy-bearded Goat he rode,® 
The fame wherewith Dan Jove in tender yeares, 
They fay, was nourifht by th’ Ie2an mayd ;” 


he did nothing that deferved punifhment. Jorrin. Orion wasa famous 
hunter, in love with Aurora, or the morning, as hunters generally are: 
Diana, out of a fit of womanifh jealoufy becaufe fhe was not the fole 
objeét of his care and love, fent a fcorpion that killed him. Her doom 
therefore was unjuf?. Upron. 

t full foarp and breem.| We have already had “* breem” (fo fpelt here 
for the fake of the rhyme) under the form of ‘* breme” in vol. i. p. 32, 
and as ‘* brame” in vol. ii. p. 381. It is a word of wide and varied 
fignification, fometimes meaning the very contrary of what fuits the fenfe 
here, viz. Hot. “Full fharp and breem” is full fharp and violent; for 
fuch is the weather often in November. C. 

8 Goat he rode.| Alleditions have “ rode,” but for the rhyme it ought 
to be rade s and fo Drayton amended it. C. 

» by th’ Ie@an mayd.| What does he mean by the lean mayd? The 
mythologifts (Hyginus and Eratofthenes) inform us that Capricornus 
was made a conftellation becaufe he was educated with Jupiter; and 
when Jupiter affumed the throne of heaven he placed Capricorn and 
the goat his fofter-mother among the ftars. Cupricorm is called Caper 
in the verfes defcribing the names of the Zodiac : hence perhaps Spenfer, 
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And in his hand a broad deep boawle he beares, 
Of which he freely drinks an health to all his peeres. 
42. 
Then came old January, wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 
Yet did he quake and quiver, like to quell,’ 
And blowe his nayles to warme them if he may ; 
For they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood 
And from the trees did lop the needleffe {pray : 
Upon an huge great Earth-pot fteane he ftood, 
From whofe wide mouth there flowed forth the Romane 
Flood.* 
43. 
And laftly came cold February, fitting 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride, 
Drawne of two fifhes, for the feafon fitting, 
Which through the flood before did foftly flyde 
And {wim away; yet had he by his fide 
His plough and harneffe fit to till the ground, 


in the hurry of a poet, took the goat that nourifhed Jupiter for the goat 
that was nourifhed with Jupiter :— 
«‘ Nais Amalthea, Cretzea nobilis Ida, 
‘¢ Dicitur in filvis occuluiffe Jovem.” 
So that * Jaean mayd” is probably an error of the prefs for “ Idean 
mayd.”? Upron. 
1 Tike to quell.| As if he were likely to die with the cold: <* quell” 
and kz// are the fame word. C. 
K Upon an huge great Earth-pot fieane he ftood, 

From whofe wide mouth there flowed forth the Romane Flood.| Earth- 
pot fteane, viz. Amphora: {o the conftellation is named in the well-known 
verfes that mention the twelve figns of the Zodiac: by Eratofthenes 
called ojvoncy, by Ovid and Manilius, Urza. Spenfer’s fpelling /reane 


‘is agreeable to the Belgic word /feen, a /reen-pot. Aquarius is painted 


pouring out from his fteen-pot or wr a flood, yiots vdarwy, effufio aque, 
which Spenfer calls the Roman Flood: not to be confounded with the 
conftellation called by various names, viz. 6 TOTA[LOS, Fluvius, Oceanus, 
Nilus, Eridanus, Padus, &c. Upton. ‘‘Earth-pot fteane” feems to 
mean a /fone earthen pot or urn: A.S. fren. C. 
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And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride 
Of hafting Prime did make them burgein round. 
Sopaft the twelve Months forth, and their dew places found. 
44. 

And after thefe there came the Day and Night, 
Riding together both with equall pafe, 
Th’ one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white ; 
But Night had covered her uncomely face 
With a black veile, and held in hand a mace, 
On top whereof the moon and ftars were pight ; 
And fleep and darkneffe round about did trace: 
But Day did beare upon his f{cepters hight 

The goodly Sun encompaft all with beames bright. 

45. 

Then came the Howres,! faire daughters of high Jove 
And timely Night; the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fit to kindle love ; 

But they were virgins all, and love efchewed 
That might forflack the charge to them forefhewed 
By mighty Jove; who did them porters make 
Of heavens gate (whence all the gods iffued) 
Which they did dayly watch, and nightly wake 
By even turnes, ne ever did their charge forfake. 
46. 

And after all came Life, and laftly Death ; 

Death with moft grim™ and griefly vifage feene, 
Yet is he nought but parting of the breath ; 


| Then came the Howres.| Spenfer fays they were daughters of 
Jupiter and Night, i.e. of day and night. Our poet has a mythology of 
his own. Hefiod fays of Jupiter and Themis, ‘‘ Theog.” ver. goo, 
«© They were porters of Heaven’s gate.” So Homer, “ Iliad,” &, 749. 
Ovid introduces Janus in his <* Fait.” Lib.i. faying that he and the Hours 
together were porters of Heaven :— 

«© Przefideo foribus cceli cum mitibus Horis.” Upron. 

m Death with moft grim, &c.| Mr. 'Thyer obferves that Milton bor- 
rowed his poetical defcription of Death from Spenfer. See “ Par. Loft,” 
B. ii. 666, &c. CHURCH. 
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Ne ought to fee, but like a fhade to weene, 
Unbodied, unfoul’d, unheard, unfeene : 
But Life was like a faire young lufty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Cupid to have beene, 
Full of delightfull health and lively joy, 

Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to employ.” 

47> 

When thefe were paft, thus gan the Titaneffe : 
“‘Lo! mighty mother, now be judge, and fay 
Whether in all thy creatures more or leffe 
Cuance doth not raign and beare the greateft fway ; 
For who fees not that Time on all doth pray? 
But Times do change and move continually : 
So nothing here long ftandeth in one ftay : 
Wherefore this. lower world who can deny 

But to be fubjeé& ftill to Mutabilitie ?” 

48. 

Then thus gan Jove: “ Right true it is, that thefe 
And all things elfe that under heaven dwell 
Are chaung’d of Time, who doth them all diffeife° 
Of being: But who is it (to me tell) 


" Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to employ.] Chaucer 
thus reprefents Cupid, “ Rom. R.” v. 890 :— 
“* But of his robe to devife 

I dread encumbred for to be; 

For not yclad in filk was he 

But all in floures, and flourettes.” 
But the ancients have left us no authority for fuch a reprefentation of 
Cupid. Our author, St. 34, gives him a green veft, which is equally 
unwarrantable, though Catullus has given him a yellow veft, «« Ad Man- 
lium :”’— 

** Quam circumcurfans huc illic fepe Cupido, 
Fulgebat crociva candidus in tunica.” 

Where Scaliger remarks, from Julius Pollux, that Sappho attributes a 


purple veft to this deity; but, according to the general fenfe in which 


moppupos is fometimes ufed, fhe may probably mean a rich mantle. T. 
Warton. Spenfer preferred Chaucer to Catullus. C. 


° who doth them all diffeife.] Difpoffefs. See the noteon F.Q. i. xi. 
20 [vol. ii. p. 54]. Topp. 


Cry: THE FAERIE QUEENE. “i EOE 
That Time himfelfe doth move, and ftill compell 


To keepe his courfe? Is not that namely wee? 
Which poure that vertue from our heavenly cell 
That moves them all, and makes them changed be? 
So them we gods doe rule, and in them alfo thee. 
oO ah 
To whom thus Mutability: ‘“‘ The things, 
Which we fee not how they are mov’d and fwayd, 
Ye may attribute to yourfelves as Kings, 
And fay, they by your fecret powre are made : 
But what we fee not, who fhall us perfwade? 
But were they fo, as ye them faine to be, 
Mov’d by your might and ordered by your ayde, 
Yet what if I can prove, that even yee 
Your felves are likewife chang’d, and fubje& unto mee? 
50. 
<< And firft, concerning her that is the firft, 
Even you, faire Cynthia; whom fo much ye make 
Joves deareft darling, fhe was bred and nurft 
On Cynthus hill, whence fhe her name did take ; 
Then is fhe mortall borne, how-fo ye crake :? 
Befides, her face and countenance every day 
We changed fee and fundry forms partake, 
Now hornd, now round, now bright, now brown and 
Bray > 
So that ‘as changefull as the Moone’ men ufe to fay. 


P Is not that namely wee.) Particularly. See the note F. Q. vi. iii. 
14 [this vol. p. 81]. CHurcu. ‘‘ Namely” is of conftant occurrence, 
in the fenfe of e/pecially, in old authors. C. 

4 how-fo ye crake.| Boaf?. So, in Grove’s ‘* Epigr. and Sonets,” 
1587. Sig. I. vii :— 

«* With me ne wouldit thou ftriue, 
“ne yet deuifion make, 
<« But at home on thine own dunghill, 
<¢ where all cocks proudly crake.” ‘Topp. 
“© Crake” is the fame word as crack, and crack is in familiar ufe at this 


day in the fenfe of Joa/?, both as a verb and fubftantive. C. 
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282 THE FAERIE QUEENE. Gry 


$1. 
“Next Mercury ; who though he leffe appeare 
To change his hew, and alwayes feeme as one, 
Yet he his courfe doth alter every yeare, 
And is of late far out of order gone. 
So Venus eeke, that goodly Paragone, 
Though faire all night, yet is fhe darke all day : 
And Pheebus felfe, who lightfome is alone, 
Yet is he oft eclipfed by the way, 
And fills the darkned world with terror and difmay. 
$2, 
«< Now Mars, that valiant man, is changed moft ; 
For he fometimes fo far runs out of fquare, 
That he his way doth feem quite to have loft, 
And cleane without his ufuall fphere to fare ; 
That even thefe Star-gazers* ftonifht are 
At fight thereof, and damne their lying bookes : 
So likewife grim Sir Saturne oft doth fpare 
His fterne afpect, and calme his crabbed lookes. 
So many turning cranks thefe have, fo many crookes. 
53 
«But you, Dan Jove, that only conftant are, 
And King of all the reft, as ye do clame, 
Are you not fubject eeke to this misfare ? 
Then, let me afke you this withouten blame; 
Where were ye borne? fome fay in Crete* by name 


t That even thefe Star-gazers.] So all the editions. The poet, I 
think, gave, ** That even the ftar-gazers.”” CHURCH. 

Ss fome fay in Crete, &c.| ‘The heathens that were learned in their 
own theology reckoned up three Fupiters 5 one of Crete, two of Arcadia. 
Cicero, “* De Nat. Deorum,” iii. 21 :—“ Principio Joves tres numerant 
li, qui theologi numerantur: ex quibus primum et fecundum natos in 


_ Arcadia; tertium Cretenfem.” There is a Tbeban Fupiter often men- 


tioned in Herodotus, and fo called becaufe he had a temple at Thebes 
in Egypt: you may find an account of a Jupiter born at Thebes in 
Natalis Comes, ii. 1. Jortin. ‘* Prater Cretam, et Arcadiam, Beeotia 
etiam, ac in ea T’hebz natales Jovis fibi vindicarunt.” Spanheimius ad 
Callim. *< Hiymn.” i-'ver?7e Urron, 


Oras TAR eA RIE eo OE BAVe. 


Others in Thebes, and others other-where ; 
But, wherefoever they comment the fame,’ 
They all confent that ye begotten were 
And borne here in this world; ne other can appeare. 
54. 

‘¢ Then are ye mortall borne, and thrall to me, 
Unleffe the kingdome of the fky yee make 
Immortall and unchangeable to be: 

Befides, that power and vertue which ye {pake, 
That ye here worke, doth many changes take, 
And your owne natures change; for each of you, 
That vertue have or this or that to make, 
Is checkt and changed from his nature trew, 
By others oppofition or obliquid view. 
55. 

“‘ Befides, the fundry motions of your Spheares, 

So fundry waies and fafhions as clerkes faine, 

Some in fhort fpace, and fome in longer yeares, 

What is the fame but alteration plaine? 

Onely the ftarrie fkie doth ftill remaine : 

Yet do the ftarres and fignes therein {till move, 

And even itfelf is mov’d, as wizards faine :* 

But all that moveth doth mutation love ; 
Therefore both you and them to me I fubject prove. 

56. 

“¢ Then, fince within this wide great Univerfe 
Nothing doth firme and permanent appeare, 

But all things toft and turned by tranfverfe, 
What then fhould let, but I aloft fhould reare 


t they comment the fame.| ‘They devife or feign the fame. Lat. com- 
mentum, CHURCH. 

u gs wizards faine.] Say. See Gloff. Urry’s Chaucer. The fecond 
and third folios read fuine. Topp. Drayton amended faine to * faine” 
in his copy of the fecond folio (1611). “ Saine”’ is properly /ayen, the 
third perfon plural of the prefent tenfe : A. S. fagan or fegan. C. 


284 THE FAERIE QUEENE. C. 7. 


My Trophee, and from all the triumph beare? 
Now judge then, (O thou greateft goddefle trew) 
According as thy felfe doeft fee and heare, 

And unto me addoom that is my dew; 


That is, the rule of all, all being rul’d by you.” 


So having ended, filence long enfewed ; 
Ne Nature to or fro fpake for a f{pace, 
But with firme eyes affixt the ground ftill viewed. 
Meane while all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expecting th’ end of this fo doubtfull cafe, 
Did hang in long fufpence what would enfew, 
To whether fide fhould fall the foveraigne place: 
At length fhe, looking up with chearefull view, 
The filence brake, and gave her doome in fpeeches few. 
58. 
“I well confider all that ye have fayd, 
And find that all things ftedfaftnes doe hate 
And changed be; yet, being rightly wayd, 
Hy They are not changed from their firft eftate ; 
But by their change their being doe dilate, 
And turning to themfelves at length againe, 
Doe worke their owne perfeétion fo by fate: 
Then, over them Change doth not rule and raigne, 
But they raigne over Change, and doe their ftates main- 
taine. 
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59. 
‘« Ceafe therefore, FERNS Gri to afpire, 
And thee content thus to be rul’d by me, 
For thy decay thou feekft by thy defire; 
But time fhall come that all fhall changed bee,* 


And from thenceforth none no more change fhall fee.” 


» 


* But time foall come that all fhall changed bee, &c.] ‘We thallall 
be changed; this mortal muft put on immortality ; death is fwallowed 
up in victory.” 1 Corinth. xv. 51. Urron. 
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So was the Titanefs put downe and whitt,y 

And Jove confirm’d in his imperiall fee. 

Then was that whole affembly quite difmift, 
And Naturs felfe did vanifh, whither no man witt. 


Tue VIIIth CANTO, UNPERFITE.’ 


fe 
HEN I bethinke me on that {peech whyleare 
Of Mutability, and well it way, 
Me feemes, that though fhe all unworthy were 
Of the Heav’ns Rule; yet, very footh to fay, 
In all things elfe fhe bears the greateft {way : 
Which makes me loath this ftate of life fo tickle, 
And love of things fo vaine to caft away ;° 
Whofe flowring pride, fo fading and {fo fickle, 
Short Time fhall foon cut down with his confuming fickle. 


Y put downe and whift.| Silenced. In Stanyhurft’s Virgil, as Mr. 
Warton has noticed, ‘* Intentique ora tenebant,” 1s tranflated, “< They 
whifted all.” See alfo Marlowe and Nath’s * Dido,” 1594:— 

«« The ayre is cleere, and Southerne windes are whiff.” 
Whence perhaps Milton, ‘‘ Ode Nat.” ver. 64 :— 
“The winds, with wonder whi/, 
«©Smoothly the waters kift.” ‘Topp. 


So alfo Shakefpeare, ** Tempeft,” A. i. Sc. 2:— 
<¢ Court’fied when you have, and kifs’d 
«The wild waves whiff.” C. 

a The VIII th Canto, unperfite.| i.e. imperfeG. We fhould hardly 
have thought a note required, if ‘‘ unperfite”’ had not been accidentally 
mifprinted wxderfite twice over in Richardfon’s excellent Dictionary : 
fee the words ** Sabbath” and * tickle.” ‘The turning of a fingle letter 
has made “‘ unperfite” unintelligible in both places. C. 

b fo vaine to caft away.) The fecond folio reads, ‘* and caft away.” 
Topp. 
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Ph 

Then gin I thinke on that which Nature fayd, 

Of that fame time when no more Change fhall be, 

But ftedfaft reft of all things, firmely ftayd 

Upon the pillours of Eternity, 

That is contrayr to Mutabilitie ; 

For all that moveth doth in Change delight : 

But thence-forth all fhall reft eternally 

With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth hight : 
O! that great Sabbaoth God, grant me that Sabaoth’s 

fight !° 


© grant me that Sabaoths fight!| "The laft couplet is exaétly as the 
text ftands in the folio 1609, the firft edition of this part of the work. 
In the fecond edition, the folio 1611, the two lines appear thus :— 
«¢ With Him that is the God of Sabaoth hight: 
“*O that great Sabaoth God, graunt me that Sabaoth’s fight.” 
We fubjoin the notes of Church and Todd, who give the couplet as 
follows :— 
** With Him that is the God of Sabaoth hight: 
*©O! that great Sabaoth God, grant me that Sabbath’s fight!” 
So that in the fpelling of the laft words they vary, more or lefs, from all 
the old copies. ‘Their notes are thefe :— 
that is the God of Sabaoth hight.| So the fecond and third folios 
read: the firft folio, Hughes, and the edition of 1751, Sabbaoth. The 
meaning is, Who is called the God of Hofts or Armies. See James v. 
4.:—** And the cries of them which have efcaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.” Cuurcu. 
that Sabbath’s fight.] The folios read “that Sabaoth’s fight ;” 
Hughes, and the edition of 1751, “‘ that Sabdaoths fight.” Sabbath 
fignifies ref?. ‘* That Sabbath’s fight” is the ref eternal {poken of in 
the feventh line. The poet meant to fay, O! Thou, that art the God of 
flofis, grant me the enjoyment of that reft eternal! and I make no doubt 
he wrote and pointed as I have given it. CHurcu. Mr. Upton is of 
a fimilar opinion in regard to the text, and notices the inaccuracies of 
former editions. Tonfon’s edition of 1758 has not obferved the dif- 
tinction between Sabaoth and Sabbath. By what means this unfinifhed 
Canto and the two preceding Cantos were preferved, the firft editor of 
them has left no particulars. They are ufually termed the Seventh Book 


‘of the Poem. ‘Topp. ‘Tonfon’s edit. made no diftinétion, becaufe the 


poet, or rather his printer, obferved none. Poflibly Spenfer wrote,— 
“°O, thou great Sabaoth God, grant me that Sabath’s fight!” C. 
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Imprinted for William Ponfonbie 
dwelling in Paules Churchyard 
at the figne of the 
Bifhops head. 


1591, 


A NOTE OF THE SUNDRIE POEMES CONTAINED 


IN THIS VOLUME. 


1. THE Ruines of Time. 

2. The Teares of the Mufes. 

. Virgils Gnat. 

. Profopopoia, or Mother Hubberd’s Tale. 

. The Ruines of Rome: by Bellay. 

. Muiopotmos, or The Tale of the Butterflie.? 
. Vifions of the World’s Vanitie. 

. Bellayes Vifions. 


. Petrarche’s Vifions. 
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* The Tale of the Butterflie.| It is Tale of the Butterflie” in this 
lift, but «* Fate of the Butterflie” on the title-page of every impreflion. 
We give the Poems, for the firft time in England, in the precife order in 
which they were originally printed. Profeffor Child, in his edition, 
Bofton, 1855, purfued the fame courfe. C. 


VHE PRINTER TO THE GENTLE 
READER.’ 


Spree my late fetting foorth of the Faerie Queene, 
finding that it hath found a favourable paflage 
amonegft you, I have fithence endevoured by all good 
meanes (for the better encreafe and accomplifhment of 
your delights,) to get into my handes fuch {male Poemes 
of the fame Authors, as I heard were difperft abroad in 
fundrie hands, and not eafie to be come by, by himfelfe, 
fome of them having bene diverflie imbeziled and pur- 
loyned from him fince his departure over Sea. Of the 
which J] have, by good meanes, gathered together thefe 
fewe parcels prefent, which I have caufed to bee imprinted 
altogeather, for that they al feeme to containe like matter 
of argument in them; being all complaints and medita- 
tions of the worlds vanitie, verie grave and profitable. 
To which effect I underftand that he befides wrote fun- 
drie others, namelie Ecclefiaftes and Canticum canticorum 
tranflated, 4 fenights flumber, The hell of lovers, his Pur- 
gatorie, being all dedicated to Ladies ; fo as it may feeme 
he ment them all to one volume. Befides fome other 
Pamphlets loofelie fcattered abroad : as The dying Pellican, 


b The Printer to the gentle Reader.} Since the date of the early 
editions this addrefs by Ponfonby, referring to ‘* The Fairy Queen,” 
and to various other works by Spenfer, either extant or loft, has never, 
we believe, been inferted in connection with the poem to which it 


properly belongs. C. 
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The howers of the Lord, The facrifice of a finner, The feven 
Pfalmes, &c. which when I can, either by himfelfe or 
otherwife, attaine too, I meane likewife for your favour 
fake to fet foorth. In the meane time, praying you 
gentlie to accept of thefe, and graciouflie to entertaine 
the new Poet,° I take leave. 


© The new Poet.] So Spenfer was ftill confidered and {poken of, 
although his ‘*Shepherd’s Calendar” had now been printed twelve 
years, but always anonymoully, viz. in 1579, 1581, 1586, and 1sg1. 
So little was it generally known that Spenfer was the author of thofe 
Paftorals, that G. Whetftone, alfo a poet, whom we might have fuppofed 
better informed, in 1587 attributed them to Sir Philip Sidney, to whom, 
in fact, they were dedicated. For further particulars regarding this 
point, and refpecting the produétions mentioned by Ponfonby, fee the 
** Life of Spenfer,”’ prefixed to vol. i. C. 


THE RUINES OF TIME. 


DEDICATED 


TO THE RIGHT NOBLE AND BEAUTIFULL 


LADIE, 


Fier oe At WIVIPAPRVEE: 


COUNTESSE OF PEMBROOKE. 


OST Honourable and bountifull Ladie, there bee 

long fithens deepe fowed in my breft the feede of 

moft entire love and humble affection unto that moft brave 
Knight, your noble brother deceafed; which, taking 
roote, began in his life time fome what to bud forth, and 
to fhew themfelves to him, as then in the weaknes of 
their firft {pring ; and would in their riper ftrength (had 
it pleafed high God till then to drawe out his daies) fpired 
forth fruit of more perfection. But fince God hath dif- 
deigned the world of that moft noble Spirit, which was 
the hope of all learned men, and the Patron of my young 
Mufes, togeather with him both their hope of anie fur- 
ther fruit was cut off, and alfo the tender delight of thofe 
their firft bloffoms nipped and quite dead. Yet, fithens 
my late cumming into England, fome frends of mine, 
(which might much prevaile with me, and indeede com- 
maund me) knowing with howe ftraight bandes of duetie 
I was tied to him, as alfo bound unto that noble houfe, 
(of which the chiefe hope then refted in him) have 
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294 DEDICATION. 


fought to revive them by upbraiding me, for that I have 
not fhewed anie thankefull remembrance towards him or 
any of them, but fuffer their names to fleep in filence 
and forgetfulneffe. Whome chieflie to fatisfie, or els to 
avoide that fowle blot of unthankefulneffe, I have con- 
ceived this {mall Poeme, intituled by a generall name of 
the worlds Ruines; yet fpeciallie intended to the re- 
nowming of that noble Race, from which both you and 
he {prong, and to the eternizing of fome of the chiefe of 
them late deceafed. The which I dedicate unto your 
La. as whome it moft fpeciallie concerneth; and to 
whome I acknowledge my felfe bounden by manie fin- 
gular favours and great graces. I pray for your Honour- 


able happineffle ; and fo humblie kiffe your handes.? 
Your Ladifhips ever 
humblie at commaund. 


Pa, 


* bandes.| Haudes in the original, by the mere accidental turning 
of the letter; but when, in the fecond line of this dedication, Todd 
printed /eedes for ** feede,” it was an error that a careful editor ought to 
have avoided. C. 


THE RUINES OF TIME. 


T chaunced me on day* befide the fhore 
Of filver ftreaming Thamefis to bee, 
Nigh where the goodly Verlame ftood of 


Wes 


~~ 


yore,” 
Of which there now remaines no memorie, 
Nor anie little moniment to fee, 5 


By which the travailer, that fares that way, 
‘<¢ This once was fhe,” may warned be to fay. 


There, on the other fide, I did behold 
A Woman fitting, forrowfullie wailing, 
Rending her yeolow locks, like wyrte gold 10 


About her fhoulders careleflie downe trailing, 


a It chaunced me on day.] ‘The adjective on for ove is frequent in 
Chaucer. See Tyrwhitt’s Gloffary: “‘’They were at ov,” Cant. T. 
4195, and many other inftances. The fame fpelling is found in the 
works of various writers contemporary with and fubfequent to Spenfer. 
Topp. Todd’s inftance from ‘‘K. John,” A. iii. Sc. 3. is difputable. C. 

b Nigh where the goodly Verlame ftood of yore, &c.| See Selden’s 
note on Drayton’s “ Polyolbion,” Song xvi. ‘* Thou faw’ft when Ver- 
lam once her head aloft did beare.”” Topp. Selden adverts to the 
fack and deftruétion of Verulam and Maldon by the Iceni under Boadi- 
cea, or Bunduca, when 70,000 or 80,000 of their oppreffors were 
flain. He exprefsly mentions ‘‘ the ever-famous Spenfer in his poem, 
‘The Ruins of Time,’ ” in illuftration of his note; but the poet tells 
us that Boadicea was ‘‘ foiled” in her attempt upon Verulam, and that 
the city was not taken till the time of the Saxons. C. 


a 
ty 


- eter 0% os ote me " y oe 
maaan Hey! man setae Reet at sabe tooth Fie P at aere! int kitnar Murde ne exci ae 
etek Saale pes % atone castes tote chenkanatranhientry beans in GB Ley nots 
ae ee os : Sate US plait saw b Shesies lest thie) a Naber yea ers 


epeceet 
ict st 


perenegreys mt 
Sri GTi, 
—— 


sete te 
ie ait 


Me tate ae Ree cee 
_ 
BAIS 


eo “ 
Baie 


Jae 


i 
t 

b 
eG 
ijk 
\F 

{ 


a 
; 


296 THE RUINES OF TIME. 


And ftreames of teares from her faire eyes forth railing :“ 
In her right hand a broken rod fhe held, 
Which towards heaven fhee feemd on high to weld. 


Whether fhe were one of that Rivers Nymphes, 15 
Which did the loffe of fome dere love lament, 

I doubt; or one of thofe three fatall Impes, 

Which draw the dayes of men forth in extent ; 

Or th’ auncient Genius of that Citie brent : 

But feeing her fo piteouflie perplexed, 20 
I (to her calling) afkt what her fo vexed. 


“* Ah! what delight (quoth fhe) in earthlie thing, 

Or comfort can I, wretched creature, have? 

Whofe happines the heavens envying, 

From higheft ftaire to loweft ftep me drave, 25 
And have in mine owne bowels made my grave, 

That of all Nations now I am forlorne, 

The worlds fad fpeétacle, and fortunes fcorne.” 


Much was I mooved at her piteous plaint, 

And felt my heart nigh riven in my breft 30 
With tender ruth to fee her fore conftraint ; 

That, fhedding teares a while, I ftill did reft, 

And after did her name of her requett. 

«* Name have I none (quoth fhe) nor any being, 

Bereft of both by Fates unjuft decreeing. 35 


“‘T was that Citie, which the garland wore 
Of Britaines pride, delivered unto me 

By Romane Victors, which it wonne of yore ; 
Though nought at all but ruines now I bee, 


© from her faire eyes forth railing.| To ‘‘rail” in the fenfe of to 
pour down, to flow, &c. is a common word with Spenfer: fee vol. i. p. 
2703 VOlodi. ppale2quaedy occ. 


TES ROUTINE SNC Lael RVers, 


And lye in mine owne afhes, as ye fee, 
Verlame I was: what bootes it that I was, 
Sith now I am but weedes and waftfull gras? 


“<O vaine worlds glorie! and unftedfaft ftate 
Of all that lives on face of finfull earth ! 
Which, from their firft untill their utmoft date, 
Tafte no one hower of happines or merth ; 

But like as at the ingate® of their berth 

They crying creep out of their mothers woomb, 
So wailing back go to their wofull toomb. 


«¢ Why then dooth flefh, a bubble glas of breath, 
Hunt after honour and advauncement vaine, 
And reare a trophee for devouring death, 

With fo great labour and long lafting paine, 

As if his daies for ever fhould remaine? 

Sith all, that in this world is great or gate, 

Doth as a vapour vanifh, and decaie. 


“ Looke backe, who lift, unto the former ages, 
And call to count what is of them become: 
Where be thofe learned wits and antique Sages, 
Which of all wifedome knew the perfect fomme? 
Where thofe great warriors, which did overcome 


The world with conqueft of their might and maine, 
And made one meare of th’ earth and of their raine? 


«¢ What nowe is of th’ Affyrian Lyonefle, 

Of whom no footing now on.earth appeares? 
What of the Perfian Beares outragioufnefle, 
Whofe memorie is quite worne out with yeares ? 
Who of the Grecian Libbard now ought heares, 


40 


55 


65 


d gt the ingate.| Entrance, as in F. Q. iv. x. 12 [vol iii. p. 254], 


«© The ingate of the yeare.” ‘Topp. 
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That overran the Eaft with greedie powre, 
And left his whelps their kingdomes to devoure? 70 


‘« And where is that fame great feven headded beatt, 
That made all nations vaffals of her pride, 

To fall before her feete at her beheaft, 

And in the necke of all the world did ride? 

Where doth fhe all that wondrous welth nowe hide? 7 5 
With her owne weight downe prefied now fhee lies, 
And by her heaps her hugeneffe teftifies. 


““O Rome! thy ruine I lament and rue, 

And in thy fall my fatall overthrowe, 

That whilom was, whilft heavens with equall vewe — 80 
Deignd to behold me and their gifts beftowe, 

The picture of thy pride in pompous fhew: 

And of the whole world as thou waft the empreffe, 

So I of this {mall Northerne world was princeffe. 


«To tell the beawtie of my buildings fayre, 85 
Adornd with pureft golde and precious ftone ; 

To tell my riches, and endowments rare, 

That by my foes are now all {pent and gone ; 

To tell my forces, matchable to none, 

Were but loft labour, that few would beleeve, 90 
And with rehearfing would me more agreeve. 


“‘ High towers, faire temples, goodly theaters, 
Strong walls, rich porches, princelie pallaces, 
Large ftreetes, brave houfes, facred fepulchers, 


_ Sure gates, fweete gardens, ftately galleries, 95 


Wrought with faire pillours and fine imageries ; 
All thofe (O pitie!) now are turnd to duft, 
And overgrowne with black oblivions rutft. 
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“« Theretoo for warlike power, and peoples ftore, 
In Britannie was none to match with mee, 

That manie often did abie full fore; 

Ne Troynovant, though elder fifter fhee, 

With my great forces might compared bee: 
That ftout Pendragon to his perill felt, 

Who in a fiege feaven yeres about me dwelt. 


“‘ But long ere this, Bunduca, Britonnefie, 

Her mightie hoaft* againft my bulwarkes brought, 
Bunduca, that victorious conquerefle, 

That, lifting up her brave heroick thought 


Bove womens weaknes, with the Romanes fought, 


Fought, and in field againft them thrice prevailed ; 


Yet was fhe foyld, when as fhe me affailed. 


«¢ And though at laft by force I conquered were 
Of hardie Saxons, and became their thrall, 


Yet was I with much bloodfhed bought full deere, 


And prizde with flaughter of their Generall ; 
The moniment of whofe fad funerall, 
For wonder of the world, long in me lafted, 


But now to nought through fpoyle of time 1s watted. 


<c Wafted it is, as if it never were; 

And all the reft, that me fo honord made 

And of the world admired ev’rie where, 

Is turnd to fmoake, that doth to nothing fade ; 
And of that brightnes now appeares no fhade, 
But greiflie fhades, fuch as doo haunt in hell 
With fearfull fiends, that in deep darknes dwell. 


«© Where my high fteeples whilom ufde to ftand, 


100 


105 


120 


125 


© Her mightie hoaf?.| ‘Todd mifprinted << hoaft” doa/?, but he has 


fortunately had no followers. GC; 
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On which the lordly Faulcon wont to towre, 

There now is but an heap of lyme and fand 

For the Shriche-owle to build her balefull bowre: — 130 
And where the Nightingale wont forth to powre 

Her reftles plaints, to comfort wakefull Lovers, 

There now haunt yelling Mewes and whining Plovers. 


“¢ And where the chriftall Thamis‘ wont to flide 

In filver channell, downe along the Lee, 135 
About whofe flowrie bankes on either fide 

A thoufand Nymphes, with mirthfull jollitee, 

Were wont to play, from all annoyance free, 

There now no rivers courfe is to be feene, 

But moorifh fennes, and marfhes ever greene. 140 


“* Seemes, that that gentle River for great oriefe 

Of my mifhaps, which oft I to him plained, 

Or for to fhunne the horrible mifchiefe, 

With which he faw my cruell foes me pained, 

And his pure ftreames with guiltles blood oft ftained ; 145 
From my unhappie neighborhood farre fled, 

And his fweete waters away with him led. 


f And where the chriftall Thamis, &c.] Selden, noticing a fimilar 
affertion made by Drayton, in his « Polyoblion,” fays: ** Lay not here 
vnlikelihoods to the author’s charge: he tells you more judicially to- 
wards the end of the Song. But the caufe why fome haue thought fo, 
is, for that Gildas, {peaking of S. Albon’s martyrdome and his miracu- 
lous pafling through the Riuer at Verlamcettre, calls it iter ignotum trans 
Thamefis fluvij alveum: fo by colleétion they gueft that THames had 
THEN his full courfe this way, being thereto further mou’d by anchors 
and fuch like here digd vp. This conjeéture hath been followed by 
Spenfer’s noble mufe in the perfon of Verlam: And where the chriftall 
Thamis, &c. But, for this matter of the Thames, thofe two great anti- 
quaries, Leland and Camden, haue joind in judgement againft it.” Topp. 
Todd mifprints Selden’s adverb *‘ judicially ” judicioufly, and omits the 
following words, which are clearly material :—** And for the anchors 
they may be fuppofed of fifh-boats in large pools, which have here been ; 


and yet are left relics of their name.” C. 
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«‘ There alfo, where the winged fhips were feene 

In liquid waves to cut their fomie waie, 

And thoufand Fifhers numbred to have been, 150 
In that wide lake looking for plenteous praie 

Of fith, which they with baits ufde to betraie, 

Is now no lake, nor ante fifhers ftore, 

Nor ever fhip fhall faile there anie more. 


‘“« They all are gone, and all with them is gone ; 155 
Ne ought to me remaines, but to lament 

My long decay, which no man els doth mone, 

And mourne my fall with dolefull dreriment. 

Yet it is comfort in great languifhment, 

To be bemoned with compaffion kinde, 160 
And mitigates the anguifh, of the minde. 


‘But me no man bewaileth, but in game, 

Ne fheddeth teares from lamentable eie ; 

Nor anie lives that: mentioneth my name 

To be remembred of pofteritie, 165 
Save one that, maugre fortunes injurie, 

And times decay, and envies cruell tort, 

Hath writ my record in true-feeming fort. 


“¢ Cambden, the nourice of antiquitie,® 

And lanterne unto late fucceding age, 170 
To fee the light of fimple veritie 

Buried in ruines, through the great outrage 

Of her owne people led with warlike rage: 

Cambden! though Time all moniments obfcure, 

Yet thy juft labours ever fhall endure. 175 


& Cambden, the nourice of antiquitie.| See his “ Britannia,’? which 
had come out in 1586, dedicated to Lord Burghley: it was reprinted 
in 1587, and again in 1590, the year before this poem was publifhed. 
It may juft be worth while to note that Camden did not fpell his name 
with a 4—Cambden, but Camden. C. 
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“‘ But whie (unhappie wight!) doo I thus crie, 

And grieve that my remembrance quite is raced 

Out of the knowledge of pofteritie, 

And all my antique moniments defaced ? 

Sith I doo dailie fee things higheft placed, 180 
So foone as fates their vitall thred have fhorne, 
Forgotten quite as they were never borne. 


“It is not long, fince thefe two eyes beheld 

A mightie Prince," of moft renowmed race, 

Whom England high in count of honour held, 185 
And greateft ones did fue to gaine his grace ; 

Of greateft ones he greateft in his place, 

Sate in the bofome of his Soveraine, 


And Right and loyall' did his word maintaine. 


“<I faw him die, I faw him die,* as one 190 
Of the meane people, and brought foorth on beare ; 

I faw him die, and no man left to mone 

His dolefull fate, that late him loved deare: 


A mightie Prince, &c.] Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicefter. Oxpys. 

' Right and loyall.| Leicefter’s motto. Otpys. 

k I faw him die, &c.] If Verulam {peaks this in her own perfon, 
Ralph Brook muft be wrong, to fay his Lordfhip died at Cornbury 
Lodge in Oxfordfhire; and fo is Mr. Arthur Collins, -who likewife 
fays that the Earl died there, in his way to Killingworth Caftle, 4th 
Sept. 1588. Spenfer could not fay it in his own perfon, for he was 
then in Ireland. Oxpys. Sir Robert Naunton, in his “« Fragmenta 
Regalia,” or obfervations on the late Queen Elizabeth, her times and 
favourites, publifhed in 1641, confirms the account that the Earl died 
at Cornbury; and relates that his death was believed to be occafioned 
“‘ by that poifon which he prepared for others, wherein they report 
him a rare artift.” Abraham Darcie, in his « Hiftory and Annals of 
Elizabeth,” [1625,] relates that he died « of a continuall burning feaver ; 
as hee was on his way to goe to Killingworth.” And Camden mentions 


- the circumftance of his dying on his journey. Topp. The words «I 


faw him die ” are not to be taken literally: Verulam is fuppofed to have 
feen Leicefter die, only in the fame way as the whole nation may be 
fuppofed to have feen it. Todd and others have needlefsly puzzled 
themfelves as to the precife locality. C. 
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Scarfe anie left to clofe his eylids neare ; 
Scarfe anie left upon his lips to late 


The facred fod, or Requiem to fate. 


“O! truftleffe ftate of miferable men, 

That builde your blis on hope of earthly thing, 
And vainly thinke your felves halfe happie then, 
When painted faces with fmooth flattering 

Doo fawne on you, and your wide praifes fing ; 
And, when the courting mafker louteth lowe, 
Him true in heart and truftie to you trow. 


<¢ All is but fained, and with oaker dide, 

That everie fhower will wafh and wipe away ; 
All things doo change that under heaven abide, 
And after death all friendfhip doth decaie: 
Therefore, what ever man bearft worldlie fway, 
Living, on God and on thy felfe relie ; 

For, when thou dieft, all fhall with thee die. 


<¢ He now is dead, and all is with him dead, 
Save what in heavens ftorehoufe he uplaid: 
His hope is faild, and come to paffe his dread, 
And evill men, now dead, his deedes upbraid : 
Spite bites the dead, that living never baid. 
He now is gone, the whiles the Foxe is crept 
Into the hole, the which the Badger {wept. 


<< He now is dead, and all his glorie gone, 
And all his greatnes vapoured to nought, 

That as a glaffe upon the water fhone, 

Which vanifht quite, fo foone as it was fought : 
His name is worne alreadie out of thought, 

Ne anie Poet feekes him to revive, 
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Yet manie Poets honourd him alive.' 


“‘ Ne doth his Colin,™ careleffe Colin Cloute, 225 
Care now his idle bagpipe up to raife, 

Ne tell his forrow to the liftning rout 

Of fhepherd groomes, which wont his fongs to praife : 
Praife who fo lift, yet I will him difpraife, 

Untill he quite him of this guiltie blame. 230 
Wake, fhepheards boy, at length awake for fhame ! 


“« And who fo els did goodnes by him gaine, 

And who {fo els his bounteous minde did trie, 

Whether he fhepheard be, or fhepheards fwaine, 

(For manie did, which doo it now denie,) 235 
Awake, and to his Song a part applie : 

And I, the whileft you mourne for his deceafe, 

Will with my mourning plaints your plaint increafe. 


' Yet manie Poets honourd him alive.] Ina publication, entitled 
“* Leycefters Ghoft,” printed in 1641, this nobleman is reprefented as 
having particularly countenanced the poets :— 


*<'To learned Schollers I was fomething franck, 
“‘ Not for the love that I to learning bore, 
‘* But either to get praife or pick a thank 
* Of fuch as could the Mufes aide implore: 
“* For hee is bleft, that fo be-friended dies, 
** Whofe praife the Mu/es will immortalize. 


** You mortals that would have your fame furvive, 
** When you within your grave entomb’d fhall lie, 
** Cherifh thofe /acred Sifters while you live; 
“ For they be daughters of Dame Memory : 
*« They have the guift to regifter with penne 
“ ‘Th’ eternall fame or infamy of men.” Topp. 
This abufive produ€tion was written very foon after the deceafe of 
Leicefter, and it was long handed about in manufcript before it came 
> from the preis.- C: 

" Ne doth his Colin.] Spenfer in this and the fubfequent ftanza 
reproaches him(elf, under the name of Colin Clout, for allowing his 
patron Leicefter to expire without any memorial in verfe. The words 
in the fifth line, <‘ yet I will Aim difpraife,” apply alfo to our poet, 
who is cenfured by Verulam. C. 


PAR OROENES OF oT TIVE: 


“‘ He dyde, and after him his brother dyde,” 

His brother Prince, his brother noble Peere, 240 
That whilfte he lived was of none envyde, 

And dead is now, as living, counted deare, 

Deare unto all that true affection beare : 

But unto thee® moft deare, O deareft Dame ! 


His noble Spoufe, and Paragon of Fame. 245 


“¢ He, whileft he lived, happie was through thee, 

And, being dead, is happie now much more ; 

Living, that lincked chaunft with thee to bee, 

And dead, becaufe him dead thou doft adore 

As living, and thy loft deare love deplore. 250 
So whilft that thou, faire flower of chaftitie, 


Doft live, by thee thy Lord fhall never die. 


«Thy Lord fhall never die, the whiles this verfe 
Shall live, and furely it fhall live for ever: 

For ever it fhall live, and fhall rehearfe 

His worthie praife, and vertues dying never, 
Though death his foule doo from his bodie {ever ; 
And thou thy felfe herein fhalt alfo live: 

Such grace the heavens doo to my verfes give. 


N 
Un 
mn 


‘Ne fhall his Sifter,? ne thy Father die, 260 
Thy Father, that good Earle‘ of rare renowne, 

And noble Patrone of weake povertie ; 

Whofe great good deeds, in countrey and in towne, 
Have purchaft him in heaven an happie crowne, 


n and after him his brother dyde.\ | Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of War- 
wick, died without iffue, Feb. 20, 1589. OLpys. 

© But unto thee, &c.| Anne, the eldeft daughter of Francis Lord 
Ruffell, Earl of Bedford, was his laft wife. Oupys. 

P his Sifter.) Lady Mary Sidney. Otpys. 

4 that good Earle, &c.] This Karl of Bedford died in 1585. ‘Topp. 
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Where he now liveth in eternall blis, 265 
And left his fonne t’ enfue thofe fteps of his. 


‘“« He, noble bud,’ his Grandfires livelie hayre, 

Under the fhadow of thy countenaunce 

Now ginnes to fhoote up faft, and flourifh fayre 

In learned artes, and goodlie gouvernaunce, 270 
That him to higheft honour fhall advaunce. 

Brave Impe of Bedford! grow apace in bountie, 

And count of wifedome more than of thy countie. 


“< Ne may I let thy hufbands fifter die, 

That goodly Ladie,* fith fhe eke did {pring 275 
Out of his ftocke and famous familie, 

Whofe praifes I to future age doo fing ; 

And foorth out of her happie womb did bring 

The facred brood of learning and all honour ; 

In whom the heavens powrde all their gifts upon her. 280 


“« Moft gentle {pirite, breathed from above 

Out of the bofome of the makers blis, 

In whom all bountie and all vertuous love 

Appeared in their native propertis, 

And did enrich that noble breaft of his 285 
With treafure pafling all this worldes worth, 

Worthie of heaven it felfe, which brought it forth. 


‘* Fis bleffed fpirite, full of power divine 


And influence of all celeftiall grace, 


" He, noble bud, &c.] Edward Lord Ruffell, grandfon of Francis, 
Earl of Bedford, fucceeded in the Earldom; his father Francis having 
been flain by the Scots. Otpys. 

S That goodly Ladie, &c.] The mother of Sir Philip Sidney, and of 
the Countefs of Pembroke. Otpys. 

' that noble breaft of his.| Sir Philip Sidney. Otpys. 
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Loathing this finfull earth and earthlie flime, 
Fled backe too foone unto his native place ; 
Too foone for all that did his love embrace, 
Too foone for all this wretched world, whom he 
Robd of all right and true nobilitie. 


“* Yet, ere his happie foule to heaven went 
Out of this flefhlie gaole, he did devife 
Unto his heavenlie maker to prefent 

His bodie, as a fpotles facrifife ; 

And chofe that guiltie hands of enemies 


Should powre forth th’ offring of his guiltles blood : 


So life exchanging for his countries good, 


*O noble fpirite! live there ever bleffed, 

The worlds late wonder, and the heavens new Joy; 
Live ever there, and leave me here diftrefled 
With mortall cares and cumbrous worlds anoy ! 
But, where thou doft that happines enjoy, 

Bid me, O! bid me quicklie come to thee, 

That happie there I maie thee alwaies fee. 


** Yet, whileft the fates affoord me vitall breath, 
I will it {pend in {peaking of thy praife, 

And fing to thee, untill that timelie death 

By heavens doome doo ende my earthlie daies : 
Thereto doo thou my humble fpirite raife, 

And into me that facred breath infpire, 

Which thou there breatheft perfect and entire. 


«© Then will I fing; but who can better fing 
Than thine owne fifter," peerles Ladie bright, 


“ Than thine owne fifter, &c.| Mary, Countefs of Pembroke. 


ca 


310 


She 


tranflated, from the French, Philip Mornay’s ‘* Difcourfe of Life and 


Death” [4to. 1587]; andalfo ‘* The Tragedie of Antonie” [4to. 1592, 
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Which to thee fings with deep harts forrowing, 
Sorrowing tempered with deare delight, | 

That her to heare I feele my feeble {pright 320 
Robbed of fenfe, and ravifhed with joy : 


O fad joy, made of mourning and anoy! 


“Yet will I fing; but who can better fing 

Than thou thy felfe,* thine owne felfes valiance, 

That, whilft thou livedft, madeft the forrefts ring, 325 
And fields refownd, and flockes to leap and daunce, 
And fhepheards leave their lambs unto mifchaunce, 

To runne thy fhrill Arcadian Pipe to heare: 

O, happie were thofe dayes, thrice happie were ! 


‘“‘ But now, more happie, thou, and wretched wee 330 
Which want the wonted fweetnes of thy voice, 

Whiles thou, now in Elyfian fields fo free, 

With Orpheus, and with Linus, and the choice 

Of all that ever did in rimes rejoice, 

Converfeft, and dooft heare their heavenlie layes, 335 
And they heare thine, and thine doo better praife. 


Ww 
wr 


‘So there thou liveft, finging evermore, 


but dated at the end, 1590]. But her greateft work, fays Granger, 
(<* Biog. Hift. James I.” Clafs 1X.) was a T'ranflation of the Pfalms, 
which is faid to be preferved in manufcript in the library at Wilton, 
and in which the is fuppofed to have been aflifted by Dr. Babington, 
afterwards Bifhop of Worcefter, who was chaplain in her family. Topp. 
Several MS. copies have been preferved, and Sir Philip Sidney is faid 
by Anthony Wood to have had a hand in the work. C. 
* Yet will I fing s but who can better fing 

Iban thou thy felfe, &c.| Two 4to. editions of Sidney’s « Aftro- 
phel and Stella” appeared in 1591, one of them furreptitious, and 
edited by the celebrated Thomas Nafh. Sidney's “ Arcadia,” dedi- 
cated to his fifter the Countefs of Pembroke, firft came out in 4to. 
1590. It was probably recalled, anda more authentic impreflion in 
folio was fubftituted in 1593, which faét may account for the extreme 
{carcity of copies of the earlieft edition. Only one or two perfeét 
exemplars are known. C. 
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THE RUINES OF TIME. 


And here thou liveft, being ever fong 
Of us, which living loved thee afore, 


And now thee worfhip moneft that blefled throng 


Of heavenlie Poets and Heroes ftrong. 
So thou both here and there immortall art, 
And everie where through excellent defart. 


‘< But fuch as neither of themfelves can fing, 
Nor yet are fung of others for reward, 

Die in obfcure oblivion, as the thing 

Which never was, ne ever with regard 
Their names fhall of the later age be heard, 
But fhall in ruftie darknes ever lie, 

Unles they mentiond be with infamie. 


«© What booteth it to have beene rich alive? 
What to be great? what to be gracious? 
When after death no token doth furvive 

Of former beeing in this mortall hous, 

But fleepes in duft, dead and inglorious, 
Like beaft whofe breath but in his noftrels is, 
And hath no hope of happineffe or blis. 


‘« Flow manie great ones may remembred be, 
Which in their daies moft famouflie did florith ; 
Of whome no word we heare, nor figne now fee, 
But as things wipt out with a fponge do perifhe, 
Becaufe they living cared not to cherifhe 

No gentle wits, through pride or covetize,’ 
Which might their names for ever memorize. 


‘“¢ Provide therefore (ye Princes) whilft ye live, 


3 


340 


345 


360 


365 


Y or covetize.| ‘The old edition reads covertize ; but covetize is the 
true reading. ‘Topp. ‘Todd’s almoft needlefs remark applies only to the 
firft edition, where covertize was merely a mifprint: it is “* covetize”’ 


in fubfequent impreflions. C. 
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That of the Mufes ye may friended bee, 

Which unto men eternitie do give ; 

For they be daughters of Dame Memorie 

And Jove, the father of eternitie, 

And do thofe men in golden thrones repofe, 370 
Whofe merits they to glorifie do chofe. 


“The fevenfold yron gates of griflie Hell, 

And horrid houfe of fad Proferpina, 

They able are with power of mightie {pell 

To breake, and thence the foules to bring awaie 
Out of dread darkeneffe to eternall day, 

And them immortall make, which els would die 
In foule forgetfulneffe, and nameles lie. 


ww 
“NI 
Wn 


‘So whilome raifed they the puiflant brood 

Of golden girt Alcmena, for great merite, 380 
Out of the duft, to which the Oetzan wood 

Had him confum’d, and {pent his vitall fpirite, 

To higheft heaven, where now he doth inherite 

All happineffe in Hebes filver bowre, 


Chofen to be her deareft Paramoure. 


385 
“So raifde they eke faire Ledaes warlick twinnes, 
And interchanged life unto them lent, 
That, when th’ one dies, th’ other then beginnes 
To fhew in heaven his brightnes orient ; 
And they, for pittie of the fad wayment? 390 


Which Orpheus for Eurydice did make, 


Her back againe to life fent for his fake. 


“ of the fad wayment.| Spenfer elfewhere ufes the antiquated form 
of “ wayment” for lament: fee vol. ii, pp- 91,416. Five lines lower 


he repeats the word «« impacable,” which we have had in F, Q. iv. 
C. 9. St. 225 vol. iii. p. 241. C. 
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‘< So happie are they, and fo fortunate, 

Whom the Pierian facred fifters love, 

That freed from bands of impacable fate, 395 
And power of death, they live for aye above, 

Where mortall wreakes their blis may not remove ; 

But with the Gods, for former vertues meede, 

On Nectar and Ambrofia do feede. 


“‘ For deeds doe die, how ever noblie donne, 4.00 
And thoughts of men do as themfelves decay ; 

But wife wordes, taught in numbers for to runne, 
Recorded by the Mufes, live for ay ; 

Ne may with ftorming fhowers be wafht away, 

Ne bitter breathing windes with harmfull blaft, 405 
Nor age, nor envie, fhall them ever watt. 


‘¢ In vaine doo earthly Princes, then, in vaine, 

Seeke, with Pyramides to heaven afpired, 

Or huge Coloffes built with coftlie paine, 

Or brafen Pillours never to be fired, 410 
Or Shrines made of the mettall moft defired, 

To make their memories for ever live; 

For how can mortall immortalitie give? 


“Such one Maufolus made,’ the worlds great wonder, 
But now no remnant doth thereof remaine: 41s 
Such one Marcellus, but was torne with thunder : 

Such one Lifippus, but is worne with raine: 

Such one King Edmond, but was rent for gaine. 

All fuch vaine moniments of earthlie maffe, 

Devour’d of Time, in time to nought doo paffe. 420 


@ Such one Maufolus made.] ‘‘ Maufolus” did not make his own 
monument: his wife ereéted it for him. The poet fhould have faid,— 


«¢ Such one Maufolus bad.” Jorrin. 
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“‘ But Fame with golden wings aloft doth flie, 
Above the reach of ruinous decay, 

And with brave plumes doth beate the azure fkie 
Admir’d of bafe-borne men from farre away : 
Then, who fo will with vertuous deeds affay 425 
To mount to heaven on Pegafus muft ride, 

And with fweete Poets verfe be glorifide. 


>) 


‘¢ For not to have been dipt in Lethe lake, 

Could fave the fonne of Thetis from to die; 

But that blinde bard did him immortall make 430 
With verfes, dipt in deaw of Caftalie : 

Which made the Fafterne Conquerour to crie, 

O fortunate yong-man,° whofe vertue found 

So brave a Trompe, thy noble acts to found ! 


“« Therefore in this halfe happie I doo read 435 
Good Melibz, that hath a Poet got® 

To fing his living praifes being dead, 

Deferving never here to be forgot, 

In {fpight of envie that his deeds would {pot : 

Since whofe deceafe,* learning lies unregarded, 440 
And men of armes doo wander unrewarded. 


> O fortunate yong-man, &c.] Alexander Achillem preedicabat 
felicem, quod tantum virtutis fuze preconem inveniflet.” Freinfhemius, 
“¢ Supp. in Q. Curtium,” i. 4. Jorrin. Spenfer more probably drew 
this from Tully pro Archid: « Atque is [Alexander] tamen cim in 
Sigeo ad Achillis tumulum adftitiffet, O fortunate, inquit, adolefcens, 
qui tuz virtutis Homerum preconem inveneris.” T. Warton. Very 
poflibly Spenfer referred to Petrarch’s famous fonnet, ** Giunto Ale/- 
Jandro,” &c. where he employs the very words chiara tromba. C. 

° Good Meliba, that hath a Poet got.] Sir Francis Walfingham, 
who died April 6, 1590, is Melibe. The Poet is Thomas Watfon, 
who publifhed his «* Meliboeus, five Ecloga in Obitum Honoratiffimi 
viri Dom. Fr. Walfinghami, Equitis Aurati, &c. 4to. 1590.” Otpys. 
In the fame year Watfon tranflated it into Englifh, ftating that he had 
firft written it in Latin. C., 

* Since whofe deceafe, &c.] See Spenfer’s poem [fonnet] to him, 
before the “* Faerie Queene ” [vol. i. p. 168]. Onpye: 
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“< Thofe two be thofe two great calamities, 

_ That long agoe did grieve the noble {pright 

Of Salomon with great indignities, 

Who whilome was alive the wifeft wight: 44.5 
But now his wifedome is difprooved quite ; 

For he, that now® welds all things at his will, 

Scorns th’ one and th’ other in his deeper fkull. 


“O griefe of griefes! O gall of all good heartes ! 

To fee that vertue fhould difpifed bee. 450 
Of him, that firft was raifde for vertuous parts, 

And now, broad fpreading like an aged tree, 

Lets none fhoot up that nigh him planted bee: 

O let the man, of whom the Mufe is fcorned, 

Nor alive nor dead be of the Mufe adorned ! 455 


“© O vile worlds truft! that with fuch vaine illufion 
Hath fo wife men bewitcht, and overketft, 

That they fee not the way of their confufion. 

O vaineffe! to be added to the reft, 

That do my foule with inward griefe infeft : 460 
Let them behold the piteous fall of mee, 

And in my cafe their owne enfample fee. 


“¢ And who fo els that fits in higheft feate 


© For he, that now, &c.| Lord Burghley. See the ‘‘ Life of the 

Poet.”? The line is thus altered in the firft folio :— 
<s For fuch as now have moft the world at will, &c.” 
And, in the next ftanza the fingular 4im, &c. is altered to the plural 
fuch, &c. Toop. ‘The firft folio” of thefe minor poems is that of 
1611, Spenfer, perhaps, having feen reafon to alter the direct attack upon 
the Lord Treafurer, to whom, however, he has a fonnet prefixed to 
the F. Q. vol. i. p. 165. ‘Todd has omitted to notice that the perfonal 
application of the lines in the text was further foftened in the conclud- 
ing couplet of the next ftanza; ‘‘O, let the man,” being altered to 
<°O, let not thofe.” ‘The laft line alfo runs there more euphonioully, 
«© Alive nor dead be of the Mufe adorned.” 

We adhere as ufual to the language of the firft edition. C. 
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Of this worlds glorie, worfhipped of all, 


Ne feareth change of time, nor fortunes threate, 455 
Let him behold the horror of my fall, 

And his owne end unto remembrance call ; 

That of like ruine he may warned bee, 

And in himfelfe be moov’d to pittie mee.” 


Thus having ended all her piteous plaint, 470 
With dolefull fhrikes fhee vanifhed away, 

That I, through inward forrowe wexen faint, 

And all aftonifhed with deepe difmay, 

For her departure‘ had no word to fay ; 

But fate long time in fenceleffe fad affricht, 475 
Looking ftill, if I might of her have fight. 


Which when I miffed, having looked long, 

My thought returned greeved home againe, 

Renewing her complaint with paffion ftrong, 

For ruth of that fame womans piteous paine ; 480 
Whofe wordes recording in my troubled braine 
I felt fuch anguifh wound my feeble heart, 
That frofen horror ran through everie part. 


3 


So inlie greeving in my groning brett, 

And deepelie muzing at her doubtfull fpeach, 485 
Whofe meaning much I labored foorth to wrette, 

Being above my flender reafons reach ; 

At length, by demonftration me to teach, 


* For her departure.| "This may be right, and as the old text we 
reprint it; but it would not furprife us if Spenfer had written, “* Fore 
_ her departure,” i.e. Before her departure he could not fay a word, 
In Shakefpeare’s «« Antony and Cleopatra,” A@ iv. Sc. g (Collier’s 
** Shakefpeare,” 1858, vol. vi. p- 222), we have an inftance of the 
fame error, where ** Was never yet ’fore fleep” has been always mif- 
printed ** Was never yet for fleep.”” Enobarbus had not prayed ‘* for 
fleep,” but defore he laid down to fleep. C. 


THE RUINES OF TIME. 


Before mine eies ftrange fights prefented were, 
Like tragicke Pageants* feeming to appeare. 490 


ihe 

I saw an Image, all of maffie gold, 

Placed on high upon an Altare faire, 

That all, which did the fame from farre beholde, 
Might worfhip it, and fall on loweft ftaire. 

Not that great Idoll might with this compaire, 495 
To which th’ Affyrian Tyrant would have made 

The holie brethren falflie to have praid. 


But th’ Altare, on the which this Image ftaid, 

Was (O great pitie!) built of brickle clay,” 

That fhortly the foundation decaid, 500 
With fhowres of heaven and tempefts worne away ; 
Then downe it fell, and low in afhes lay, 

Scorned of everie one, which by it went ; 

That I, it feeing, dearelie did lament. 


II. 
Next unto this a ftatelie Towre appeared, 505 
Built all of richeft ftone that might bee found, 
And nigh unto the Heavens in height upreared, 
But placed on a plot of fandie ground : 


& Like tragicke Pageants, &c.| Spenfer, as E. K. informs us, wrote 
a poem on thefe allegorical reprefentations. See the Glofle on June, 
«© Shep. Cal.” [vol. i. p. 79.] Pofflibly the following Emblems made 
a part of his labour on the fubjeét. ‘They reprefent the overthrow 
of Empire, of the Works of Art, of Pleafure, of Strength, and of Beauty, 
befides their manifeft allufion to the hiftory of Sir Philip Sidney. Pa- 
geants were a fafhionable exhibtion in Spenfer’s time. ‘Topp. 

h built of brickle clay.) So the poet’s own edition reads. ‘The reft 
have altered it to Jritt/e. But I conceive drick/e to be the word intended 
by Spenfer. It occurs in Cotgrave’s old Fr. Dict. ‘ Bricxxe, full of 
brickes, fit for brickes, drigueux.”? ‘Topp. ‘Todd forgot the bet 
authority for ‘ brickle,” viz. that of Spenfer himfelf, who ufes it in 
the F. Q. vol. ili. p. 263. See alfo the note upon the word. C. 
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Not that great Towre, which is fo much renownd 
For tongues confufion in Holie Writ, 510 
King Ninus worke, might be compar’d to it. 


- But O vaine labours of terreftriall wit, 


That buildes fo ftronglie on fo frayle a foyle, 

As with each ftorme does fall away and flit, 

And gives the fruit of all your travailes toyle 515 
To be the pray of Tyme, and Fortunes fpoyle! 

I faw this Towre fall fodainelie to duft, 

That nigh with griefe thereof my heart was bruft. 


III. 
Then did I fee a pleafant Paradize, 
Full of {weete flowres and daintieft delights, 
Such as on earth man could not more devize, 
With pleafures choyce to feed his cheerefull {prights : 
Not that, which Merlin‘ by his magicke flights 
Made for the gentle Squire, to entertaine 


His fayre Belphcebe, could this eardine ftaine. 525 


But O fhort pleafure, bought with lafting paine ! 

Why will hereafter anie flefh delight 

In earthlie blis, and joy in pleafures vaine, 

Since that I fawe this gardine wafted quite, 

That where it was fcarce feemed anie fight ? 530 
That I, which once that beautie did beholde, 

Could not from teares my melting eyes with-holde. 


Iv. 
Soone after this a Giaunt came in place, 
Of wondrous powre, and of exceeding ftature, 


1 Not that, which Merlin, &c.] See F. Q. iii. vi. 29, &c. [vol. ii. 
p- 454]. T. Warton, 
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That none durft vewe the horror of his face, 

Yet was he milde of fpeach, and meeke of nature: 
Not he, which in defpight of his Creatour 

With railing tearmes defied the Jewifh hoatft, 
Might with this mightie one in hugenes boatt ; 


For from the one he could to th’ other coatft 


Stretch his {trong thighes, and th’ Occzan overftride,' 


And reatch his hand into his enemies hoatt. 

But fee the end of pompe and flefhlie pride! 
One of his feete unwares from him did flide, 
That downe hee fell into the deepe Abifle, 
Where drownd with him is all his earthlie bliffe. 


Vi 

Then did I fee a Bridge, made all of golde, 
Over the fea from one to other fide, 
Withouten prop or pillour it t’ upholde, 

But like the coulored Rainbowe arched wide: 
Not that great Arche,' which Trajan edifide, 
To be a wonder to all age enfuing, 

Was matchable to this in equall vewing. 


But (ah!) what bootes it to fee earthlie thing 
In glorie, or in greatnes to excell, 

Sith time doth greateft things to ruine bring ? 
This goodlie bridge, one foote not faftned well, 
Gan faile, and all the reft downe fhortlie fell, 
Ne of fo brave a building ought remained, 
That griefe thereof my fpirite greatly pained. 


k gnd th’ Occean overftride.| So {pelt in the earlieft impreflion, 


500) 


54.0 


545 


Behe 


535 


560 


but clearly intended for Ocean, as it ftands in the folios. ‘The mif- 


fpelling feems almoft like a caprice of the old compofitor. C. 


| Not that great Arche, &c.] Trajan’s ftone bridge over the Da- 


nube. See Lipfius, ‘De Magn. Roman.” il. 13.  Jorrin. 
printed “ with Trajan edifide.”’ Ce 
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VI. 
I faw two Beares, as white as anie milke, 
Lying together in a mightie cave, 
Of milde afpect, and haire as foft as filke, 
That falvage nature feemed not to have, 
Nor after greedie fpoyle of bloud to crave: 
Two fairer beafts might not elfwhere be found, 
Although the compaft world were fought around. 


But what can long abide above this ground 

In ftate of blis, or ftedfatt happineffe ? 

The cave, in which thefe Beares lay fleeping found, 570 
Was but of earth, and with her owne weightineffe,™ 
Upon them fell, and did unwares oppreffe ; 

That for great forrow of their fudden fate, 

Henceforth all worlds felicitie I hate. 


4] Much was I troubled in my heavie fpright, 
At fight of thefe fad fpectacles forepatt, 
That all my fenfes were bereaved quight, 
And I in minde remained fore agaft, 
Diftraught twixt feare and pitie; when at laft 
I heard a voyce, which loudly to me called, 580 


That with the fuddein fhrill I was appalled. 


Behold (faid it) and by enfample fee, 

That all is vanitie and griefe of minde, 

Ne other comfort in this world can be, 

But hope of heaven, and heart to God inclinde ; 
For all the reft muft needs be left behinde: 
With that it bad me, to the other fide 

To caft mine eye, where other fights I fpide. 


585 


" and with her owne weightinef[e.] «« Owne” was left out in impref- 
fions after the firft, and by Todd ; but, read as the line no doubt was by 


its author, the fyllable was not redundant, and it is clearly neceflary for 
the full meaning of the paflage. C, 
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i: 

Upon that famous Rivers further fhore, 

There ftood a fnowie Swan of heavenly hiew, 590 
And gentle kinde as ever Fowle afore ; 

A fairer one in all the goodlie criew 

Of white Strimonian brood" might no man view : 
There he moft {weetly fung the prophecie 

Of his owne death in dolefull Elegie. 595 


At laft, when all his mourning melodie 

He ended had, that both the fhores refounded, 

Feeling the fit that him forewarnd to die, 

With loftie flight above the earth he bounded, b 
And out of fight to higheft heaven mounted, 600 

Where now he is become an heavenly figne : 

There now the joy is his, here forrow mine. 


Il. 


Whileft thus I looked, loe! adowne the Lee 

I faw an Harpe ftroong all with filver twyne, 

And made of golde and coftlie yvorie, 605 
Swimming, that whilome feemed to have been 

The Harpe on which Dan Orpheus was feene 

Wylde beafts and forrefts after him to lead, 

But was th’ Harpe of Philifides® now dead. 


At length out of the River it was reard 610 
And borne above the cloudes to be divin’d, 


Whilft all the way moft heavenly noyfe was heard? 


» Of white Strimonian brood.] The river Strymon, between Thrace 
and Macedonia, was famous for its cranes rather than for its fwans. C. 

° th’ Harpe of Philifides.| Of Sir Philip Sidney. Toop. 

P Whilft all the way moft heavenly noyfe was beard.) What Spen- 


fer’s imagination here beautifully feigns is a¢tually brought into execu- 
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Of the ftrings, ftirred with the warbling wind, 
That wrought both joy and forrow in my mind: 
So now in heaven a figne it doth appeare, 615 


The Harpe well knowne befide the Northern Beare. 


III. 
Soone after this I faw, on th’ other fide, 
A curious Coffer made of Heben wood, 
That in it did moft precious treafure hide, 
Exceeding all this bafer worldes good : 620 
Yet through the overflowing of the flood 
It almoft drowned was, and done to nought, 


That fight thereof much griev’d my penfive thought. 


At length, when moft in perill it was brought, 

Two Angels, downe defcending with fwift flight, 625 
Out of the {welling ftreame it lightly caught, 

And twixt their bleffed armes it carried quight 

Above the reach of anie living fight: 

So now it is transform’d into that ftarre, 

In which all heavenly treafures locked are. 630 


Iv. 
Looking afide I faw a ftately Bed, 
Adorned all with coftly cloth of gold, 
That might for anie Princes couche be red, 
And deckt with daintie flowres, as if it fhold 
Be for fome Bride, her joyous night to hold: 635 
Therein a goodly Virgine fleeping lay ; 


A fairer wight faw never fummers day. 


IT heard a voyce that called farre away, 


tion in the Aolian harp; the effect of whofe mufic is exaétly what our 
poet defcribes, “That wrought both joy and forrow in my mind.” 
See Thomfon’s Ode on o/us’s Harp. T. Warton. 


RAPP RUTLNESTO RELIVE. 
And her awaking bad her quickly dight, 


For lo! her Bridegrome was in readie ray 640 
To come to her, and feeke her loves delight. 

With that fhe ftarted up with cherefull fight, 

When fuddeinly both Bed and all was gone, 

And I in languor left there all alone. 


Vv. 
Still as I gazed, I beheld where ftood 64.5 
A Knight all arm’d, upon a winged fteed ; 
The fame that was bred of Medufaes blood, 
On which Dan Perfeus, borne of heavenly feed, 
The faire Andromeda from perill freed : 
Full mortally this Knight ywounded was,? 650 
That ftreames of blood foorth flowed on the gras : 


Yet was he deckt ({mall joy to him, alas!) 

With manie garlands for his victories, 

And with rich fpoyles, which late he did purchas 
Through brave atcheivements from his enemies : 655 
Fainting at laft through long infirmities, 

He {mote his fteed, that ftraight to heaven him bore, 
And left me here his loffe for to deplore. 


VI. 
Laftly I faw an Arke of pureft golde 
Upon a brazen pillour ftanding hie, 660 
Which th’ afhes feem’d of fome great Prince to hold, 


Enclofde therein for endles memorie 


4 Full mortally this Knight ywounded was.| Here again we have 
an evident allufion to Sir Philip Sidney ; and it is afterwards carried on 
by the mention of his afhes, his body having been brought to England 
and buried in St. Pauls: fee G. Whetftone’s “* Account of the Funeral,” 
&c. on 16th Feb. 1586-7. The original MS. of this poem is pre- 
ferved in the State Paper Office, being, no doubt, the very copy fent by 
the author to the Earl of Warwick, then at the head of the Ordnance. C. 
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Of him, whom all the world did glorifie : 
Seemed the heavens with the earth did difagree, 
Whether fhould of thofe afhes keeper bee. 665 


At laft me feem’d wing footed Mercurie, 

From heaven defcending to appeafe their ftrife, 

The Arke did beare with him above the fkie, 

And to thofe afhes gave a fecond life, 

To live in heaven where happines is rife : 670 
At which the earth did grieve exceedingly, 

And I for dole was almoft like to die. 


LI? Envoy.’ 
Immortall fpirite of Philifides, 
Which now art made the heavens ornament, 
That whilome waft the worldes chief{t riches, 675 
Give leave to him that lov’de thee to lament 
His loffe, by lacke of thee to heaven hent, 
And with laft duties of this broken verfe, 
Broken with fighes, to decke thy fable Herfe ! 


And ye, faire Ladie, th’ honour of your daies, 680 
And glorie of the world your high thoughts fcorne, 
Vouchfafe this moniment of his laft praife 

With fome few filver-dropping teares t’ adorne ; 

And as ye be of heavenlie off-fpring borne, 

So unto heaven let your high minde afpire, 685 


And loath this droffe of finfull worlds defire ! 


T L’Envoy.| L’ Envoy was a fort of poftfcript, /ent with poetical com- 
pofitions, and ferving either to recommend them to the attention of fome 
particular perfon, or to enforce what we call the mora/of them. See the 
{tanzas at the end of Chaucer’s “ Clerkes Tale,” and of the ** Complaint 
of the Black Knight,” and of Chaucer’s ** Dreme.” Tyrwuirt. The 
«* Shepherd’s Calendar ” has alfo its Envoy, though not there fo called : 
feeevolsi.p, 144.) Cy 
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LONDON 
Imprinted for William Ponfonbie, 
dwelling in Paules Churchyard 
at the figne of the 
Bifhops head. 


Lol. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 


ee Heel ASD Teele Re AG NEG De 


OST brave and noble Ladie, the things, that make 

ye fo much honored of the world as ye bee, are fuch, 
as (without my fimple lines teftimonie) are throughlie 
knowen. to all men; namely, your excellent beautie, your 
vertuous behavior, and your noble match with that moft 
honourable Lord, the very Paterne of right Nobilitie: 
But the caufes for which ye have thus deferved of me 
to be honoured (if honour it be at all) are, both your 
particular bounties, and alfo fome private bands of affinitie, 
which it hath pleafed your Ladifhip to acknowledge. Of 
which whenas I found my felfe in no part woorthie, I 
devifed this laft flender meanes, both to intimate my 
humble affection to your Ladifhip, and alfo to make the 
fame univerfallie knowen to the world ; that by honouring 
you they might know me, and by knowing me they 
might honor you. Vouchfafe, noble Lady, to accept 
this fimple remembrance, though not worthy of your 
felf, yet fuch as, perhaps, by good acceptance thereof, ye 
may hereafter cull out a more meet and memorable evi- 
dence of your owne excellent deferts. So, recommending 
the fame to your Ladifhips good liking, I humbly take 
leave. 


Your La: humbly ever. 
BDESP. 
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RRO EHEARSE to me, ye facred Sifters nine,” 
SINY) ' The golden brood of great Apolloes wit, 
E Za Thofe piteous plaints and forrowfull fad 


S 


NG 


S 


files 
Which late ye powred forth as ye did fit 
Befide the filver Springs of Helicone, 5 


Making your mufick of hart-breaking mone. 


For fince the time that Phcebus foolifh fonne 
Ythundered, through Joves avengefull wrath, 


@ The Teares of the Mujfes.| This title had been before adopted 
by Spenfer’s friend, Gabriel Harvey, as appears by the Gloffe of E. K. 
on September in the «¢ Shepheard’s Calender > which fee. The old 
commentator, I fuppofe, means “ Gabrielis Harveii Valdinatis SmiTHus ; 
vel Musarum Lacurym#; pro obitu honoratiflimi viri, atque hominis 
multis nominibus clarifimi, Thome Smithi, Kquitis Aurati, &c. 4to. 
Lond. 1578.” Topp. Todd need not have Juppofed it, becaufe E. K. 
fays fo exprefsly, almoft in fo many words: fee vol. i. p. 113. C. 

b Rehearfe to me, ye facred Sifters nine, &c.] This poem puts me 
in mind of thefe lines in Shakefpeare’s “‘ Midfummer Night’s Dream :” 
PACt ve-oc. 1.)—— 

<¢ The thrice three Mufes mourning for the death 

<<‘ Of learning, late deceas’d in beggary. 

«‘ This is fome fatire, &c.”” JorTIN. 
It has been conjeétured that the two firft lines cited by Jortin apply to 
the death of Spenfer; but if fo, they mutt have been a fubfequent infer- 
tion, in order to commemorate the event, becaufe it is known that 
Shakefpeare’s “* Midfummer Night’s Dream” was in exiftence before the 
deceafe of Spenfer. C. 
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For traverfing the charret of the Sunne 

Beyond the compaffe of his pointed path, 

Of you his mournfull Sifters was lamented, 
Such mournfull tunes were never fince invented. 


Nor fince that faire Calliope did lofe 

Her loved Twinnes, the dearlings of her joy, 
Her Palici,° whom her unkindly foes, 

The fatall Sifters, did for {pight deftroy, 
Whom all the Mufes did bewaile long {pace, 
Was ever heard fuch wayling in this place. 


For all their groves, which with the heavenly noyfes 
Of their fweete inftruments were wont to found, 
And th’ hollow hills, from which their filver voyces 
Were wont redoubled Echoes to rebound, 

Did now rebound with nought but rufull cries, 

And yelling fhrieks throwne up into the fkies. 


The trembling ftreames, which wont in channels cleare 
To romble gently downe with murmur foft, 

And were by them right tunefull taught to beare 

A Bafes part amongft their conforts oft, 

Now, forft to overflowe with brackith teares, 

With troublous noyfe did dull their daintie eares. 


The joyous Nymphes and lightfoote Faeries 
Which thether came to heare their mufick fweet 
And to the meafure of their melodies 

Did learne to move their nimble fhifting feete, 
Now, hearing them fo heavily lament, 


b) 


Like heavily lamenting from them went. 


Bs 


30 


35 


° Her Palici.| The Palici were alfo {aid to have been the twins of 


Thaleia (daughter of Hephzttius) by Jupiter. C. 


etch 
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And all that els was wont to worke delight 

Through the divine infufion of their fkull, 

And all that els feemd faire and frefh in fight, 

So made by nature for to ferve their will, 40 
Was turned now to difmall heavineffe, 

Was turned now to dreadfull uglineffe. 


Ay me! what thing on earth, that all thing breeds, 
Might be the caufe of fo impatient plight ? 

What furie, or what feend, with felon deeds 45 
Hath ftirred up fo mifchievous defpight ? 

Can griefe then enter into heavenly harts, 

And pierce immortal] breafts with mortall fmarts ? 


Vouchfafe ye then, whom onely it concernes, 

To me thofe fecret caufes to difplay ; 50 
For none but you, or who of you it learnes, 

Gan rightfully aread® fo dolefull lay. 

Begin, thou eldeft Sifter of the crew, 

And let the reft in order thee enfew. 


CLio. 


Heare, thou great Father of the Gods on hie, 55 
That moft art dreaded for thy thunder darts ; 

And thou our Sire, that raignft in Caftalie 

And mount Parnaffe, the God of goodly Arts: 

Heare, and behold the miferable ftate 

Of us, thy daughters, dolefull defolate. 60 


Behold the fowle reproach and open fhame, 
The which is day by day unto us wrought 


d Gan rightfully aread.| i.e. Can rightfully aread ; “*Gan” for 
Can, the two words having of old fometimes been ufed interchangeably. 
Todd, abandoning the oldeft authority, printed ‘* Caz rightfully aread ;” 
and ‘‘ Gan” may have been an error of the prefs. C. 
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By fuch as hate the honour of our name, 

The foes of learning and each gentle thought ; 

They, not contented us themfelves to fcorne, 65 
Doo feeke to make us of the world forlorne. 


Ne onely they that dwell in lowly duft, 

The fonnes of darknes and of ignoraunce, 

But they, whom thou, great Jove, by doome unjutt 
Didit to the type of honour earft advaunce ; 70 
They now, puft up with fdeignfull infolence, 

Defpife the brood of bleffed Sapience. 


The fectaries of my celeftiall fkill, 

That wont to be the worlds chiefe ornament, 

And learned Impes that wont to fhoote up fll, 75 
And grow to height of kingdomes government, 

They underkeep, and with their {preading armes 

Do beat their buds, that perith through their harmes. 


It moft behoves the honorable race 

Of mightie Peeres true wifedome to fuftaine, 80 
And with their noble countenaunce to grace 

The learned forheads, without gifts or gaine ; 

Or rather learnd themfelves behoves to bee, 


That is the girlond of Nobilitie. 


But (ah!) all otherwife they doo efteeme 85 
Of th’ heavenly gift of wifdomes influence, 

And to be learned it a bafe thing deeme : 

Bafe minded they that want intelligence ; 

For God himfelfe for wifedome moft is praifed, 


' And men to God thereby are nigheft raifed. go 


But they doo onely ftrive themfelves to raife 
Through pompous pride, and foolifh vanitie : 
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In th’ eyes of people they put all their praife, 

And onely boaft of Armes and Auncettrte ; 

But vertuous deeds, which did thofe Armes firft give 95 
To their Grandfyres, they care not to atchive. 


So I, that doo all noble feates profeffe 

To regifter, and found in trump of gold, 

Through their bad dooings, or bafe flothfulneffe, 

Finde nothing worthie to be writ, or told ; 100 
For better farre it were to hide their names, 

Then telling them to blazon out their blames. 


So fhall fucceeding ages have no light 

Of things forepaft, nor moniments of time; 

And all that in this world is worthie hight 105 
Shall die in darkneffe, and lie hid in flime: 

Therefore I mourne with deep harts forrowing, 

Becaufe I nothing noble have to fing. 


With that fhe raynd fuch ftore of ftreaming teares, 
That could have made a ftonie heart to weep ; 110 
And all her Sifters rent their golden heares, 

And their faire faces with falt humour fteep. 

So ended fhee; and then the next anew,*° 

Began her grievous plaint as doth enfew. 


MELPOMINE. 


O! wuo fhall powre into my {wollen eyes rns 
A fea of teares that never may be dryde, 

A brafen voice that may with fhrilling cryes 

Pierce the dull heavens and fill the ayer wide, 

And yron fides that fighing may endure, 


To waile the wretchednes of world impure? 120 


ve he wert une] Perhaps a mifprint for zz rew, the words wfed in 
all fubfequent cafes: fee the laft line but one on p. 333, &c. C. 
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Ah, wretched world! the den of wickednefle, 
Deformd with filth and fowle iniquitie ; 

Ah, wretched world! the houfe of heavineffe, 
Fild with the wreaks of mortall miferie ; 

Ah, wretched world! and all that is therein, 
The vaffals of Gods wrath, and flaves to fin. 


Moft miferable creature under fky 
Man without underftanding doth appeare ; 
For all this worlds affliction he thereby, 


And Fortunes freakes, is wifely taught to beare: 


Of wretched life the onely joy thee is, 


And th’ only comfort in calamities. 


She armes the breft with conftant patience 
Againft the bitter throwes of dolours darts : 
She folaceth with rules of Sapience 

The gentle minds, in midft of worldlie fmarts : 


When he is fad, fhee feeks to make him merie, © 
And doth refrefh his fprights when they be werie. 


But he that is of reafons fkill bereft, 

And wants the ftaffe of wifedome him to flay, 
Is like a fhip in midft of tempeft left 
Withouten helme or Pilot her to {way : 

Full fad and dreadfull is that fhips event ; 


So is the man that wants intendiment. 


Why then doo foolifh men fo much defpize 
The precious ftore of this celeftiall riches ? 


125 


140 


' the man that wants intendiment.] Here “ intendiment” appears to 
mean attention or thought, as Todd ftates. Such, too, is the cafe in 
F, Q. vol. ii. p. 77, where no note feemed required ; but on p. 436 of the 
fame vol. “‘intendiment’”’ is to be taken as underfianding or knowledge. 
Such, indeed, may be the cafe in the inftance before us. Shakefpeare 


and other poets often ufe “intend” for attend. C. 
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Why doo they banifh us, that patronize 

The name of learning? Moft unhappie wretches ! 

The which lie drowned in deep wretchednes, 

Yet doo not fee their owne unhappineds. 150 


My part it is and my profeffed {kill 

The Stage with Tragick bufkin to adorne, 

And fill the Scene with plaint, and outcries fhrill 

Of wretched perfons to misfortune borne ; 

But none more tragick matter I can finde 155 
Then this, of men depriv’d of fenfe and minde. 


For all mans life me feemes a Tragedy, 

Full of fad fights and fore Cataftrophees ; 

Firft comming to the world with weeping eye, 

Where all his dayes, like dolorous Trophees, 160 
Are heapt with fpoyles of fortune and of feare, 

And he at laft laid forth on balefull beare. 


So all with rufull fpectacles 1s fild, 

Fit for Megera or Perfephone ; 

But I, that in true Tragedies am {fkild, 165 
The flowre of wit, finde nought to bufie me: 

Therefore I mourne, and pitifully mone, 

Becaufe that mourning matter I have none. 


Then gan fhe wofully to waile, and wring 

Her wretched hands in lamentable wife ; 170 
And all her Sifters, thereto anfwering, 

Threw forth lowd fhrieks and drerie dolefull cries. 

So refted fhe ; and then the next in rew® 

Began her grievous plaint, as doth enfew. 


& then the next in rew.| Here and elfewhere Spenfer ufes ‘‘ rew ” 
for row: fee vol. ii. p. 4503 vol. ill, p. 380, &c. C. 
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‘CHATIAS 


Wuere be the {weete delights of learnings treafure 


That wont with Comick fock to beautefie 
The painted Theaters, and fill with pleafure 
The liftners eyes, and eares with melodie : 

In which I late was wont to raine as Queene, 
And mafke in mirth with Graces well befeene ? 


O! all is gone; and all that goodly glee, 
Which wont to be the glorie of gay wits, 

Is layd abed, and no where now to fee ; 

And in her roome unfeemly Sorrow fits, 
With hollow browes and greifly countenaunce, 
Marring my joyous gentle dalliaunce, 


And him befide fits ugly Barbarifme, 
And brutith Ignorance, ycrept of late 
Out of dredd darknes of the deepe Abyfine, 


Where being bredd, he light and heaven does hate : 


They in the mindes of men now tyrannize, 
And the faire Scene with rudenes foule difguize. 


All places they with follie have poffeft, 
And with vaine toyes the vulgare entertaine ; 
But me have banifhed, with all the reft 
That whilome wont to wait upon my traine, 
Fine Counterfefaunce," and unhurtfull Sport, 
Delight, and Laughter, deckt in feemly fort. 


All thefe, and all that els the Comick Stage 
With feafoned wit and goodly pleafance graced, 


_ By which mans life in his likeft image 


Was limned forth, are wholly now defaced ; 


Fine Counterfefaunce.] << Counterfefaunce,”’ both here and 


175 


185 


190 


a95 


200 


where 
Spenfer ufes it in the F. Q., means counterfeiting or imitation. C. 


THE TEARES OF THE MUSES. | 335 


And thofe fweete wits, which wont the like to frame, 
Are now defpizd, and made a laughing game. 


And he, the man whom Nature felfe had made 205 
To mock her felfe, and Truth to imitate, 

With kindly counter under Mimick fhade, 

Our pleafant Willy,’ ah! is dead of late: 

With whom all joy and jolly meriment 

Is alfo deaded, and in dolour drent. 210 


In ftead thereof fcoffing Scurrilitie, 

And fcornfull Follie with Contempt 1s crept, 

Rolling in rymes of fhameles ribaudrie 

Without regard, or due Decorum kept ; 

Each idle wit at will prefumes to make, 215 
And doth the Learneds tafke upon him take. 


But that fame gentle Spirit, from whofe pen 

Large ftreames of honnie and {weete Nectar flowe, 
Scorning the boldnes of fuch bafe-borne men, 

Which dare their follies forth fo rafhlie throwe, 220 
Doth rather choofe to fit in idle Cell, 

Than fo himfelfe to mockerie to fell. 


i Our pleafant Willy.) This paflage has led to a good deal of dif- 
cuffion, but the prevailing opinion feems to be that by ‘‘ our pleafant 
Willy ” Spenfer meant Shakefpeare. Todd perfuaded himfelf that 
Spenfer intended to lament the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, and that the 
epithet “gentle,” afterwards applied to ‘‘ fpirit,” peculiarly belonged 
to the author of the “ Arcadia;” but in 1591 Sidney had been killed 
five years; and the word “ dead,” employed by Spenfer, is only to be 
underftood as referring to the dead filence at that date impofed by cir- 
cumftances upon the pen of our great dramatift. Malone put in a very 
abfurd claim for John Lyly, which cannot be fupported upon any grounds 
deferving refutation. The various reafons on which we are difpofed to 
reft the right of Shakefpeare to be confidered the “ pleafant Willy ” of 
Spenfer, will be found ftated in the “ Life of Shakefpeare,” publifhed 


in 1858, vol. 1. p. 91; et feq. C. 
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So am I made the fervant of the manie, 

And laughing ftocke of all that lift to {corne ; 

Not honored nor cared for of anie, 225 
But loath’d of lofels as a thing forlorne: 

Therefore I mourne and forrow with the reit 

Untill my caufe of forrow be redreft. 


Therewith fhe lowdly did lament and fhrike, 

Pouring forth ftreames of teares abundantly ; 230 
And all her Sifters, with compaffion like, 

The breaches of her fingulfs did fupply. 

So refted fhee ; and then the next in rew 

Began her grievous plaint, as doth enfew. 


EuTeERPE, 


LIke as the dearling) of the Summers pryde, 235 
Faire Philomele, when winters ftormie wrath 

The goodly fields, that earft fo gay were dyde 

In colours divers, quite defpoyled hath, 

All comfortleffe doth hide her chearleffe head 

During the time of that her widowhead : 24.0 


So we, that earft were wont in fweet accord 
All places with our pleafant notes to fill, 
Whileft favourable times did us afford 
Free libertie to chaunt our charmes* at will, 
All comfortleffe, upon the bared bow, 

Like wofull Culvers, doo fit wayling now. 


24.5 


3 Like as the dearling.| «€ Dearling,” for darling, was ufual among 
our older writers: fee alfo p. 326. « Darling” {eems hardly to have been 


common until near the time of Shake{peare ; Spenfer has alfo * dar- 


ling.” For “ fingulfs,”” above, meaning /obs, fee vol. iii. p, s904 °C! 
to chaunt our charmes.] i.e. our fongs; ‘* charm” is, of courte, 


from the Lat. carmen, and meant an incantation, becaufe it was {ung or 
chanted. C, 


peared 
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For far more bitter ftorme than winters ftowre 

The beautie of the world hath lately wafted, 

And thofe frefh buds, which wont fo faire to flowre, 
Hath marred quite, and all their blofloms blafted; — 250 
And thofe yong plants, which wont with fruit t abound, 
Now without fruite or leaves are to be found. 


A ftonie coldneffe hath benumbd the fence 

And livelie fpirits of each living wight, 

And dimd with darkneffe their intelligence, 255 
Darkneffe more than Cymerians daylie night : 

And monftrous error, flying in the ayre, 


Hath mard the face of all that femed fayre. 


Image of hellifh horrour, Ignorance, 

Borne in the bofome of the black abyffe, 260 
And fed with furies milke for fuftenaunce 

Of his weake infancie, begot amiffe 

By yawning Sloth on his owne mother Night ; 

So hee his fonnes both Syre and brother hight. 


He, armd with blindneffe and with boldnes ftout, 265 
(For blind is bold) hath our fayre light defaced ; 

And, gathering unto him a ragged rout 

Of Faunes and Satyres, hath our dwellings raced ; 

And our chaft bowers, in which all vertue rained, 


With brutifhneffe and beaftlie filth had ftained. 270 


The facred fprings of horfefoot Helicon, 
So oft bedeawed with our learned layes, 


And fpeaking ftreames of pure Caftalion, 


| And {peaking frreames of pure Caftalion.] He calls the fountain 
Caftalion for the fake of rhyme. ‘ Speaking ftreams”’ is taken from 
the ancient poets. Statius, “ Silv.” V. v. 2 :— 


IV. Z 
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The famous witneffe of our wonted praife, 
They trampled have with their fowle footings trade, 275 
And like to troubled puddles have them made. 


Our pleafant groves, which planted were with paines, 
That with our mufick wont fo oft to ring, 

And arbors fweet, in which the Shepheards fwaines 
Were wont fo oft their Paftoralls to fing, 280 
They have cut downe, and all their pleafaunce mard, 
That now no patftorall is to bee hard. 


In ftead of them, fowle Goblins and Shriekowles 

With fearfull howling do all places fill; 

And feeble Eccho now laments and howles 285 
at The dreadfull accents of their outcries thrill. 
| So all is turned into wilderneffe, 


Whileft Ignorance the Mufes doth oppreffe. 


And I, whofe joy was earft with Spirit full 
( To teach the warbling pipe to found aloft, 290 
My {pirits now difmayd, with forrow dull, 
1 Doo mone my miferie with filence foft : 
ald Therefore I mourne and waile inceflantly, 
Tull pleafe the heavens affoord me remedy, 


Therewith fhee wayled with exceeding woe, 295 
And pitious lamentation did make ; 

And all her fitters, feeing her doo foe, 

With equall plaints her forrowe did partake. 

So refted fhee; and then the next in rew 

Began her grievous plaint, as doth enfew. 300 


“* Cattalie voca/ibus undis 
€“ Invifis-—” 


And *Silv.” I. ii. 


“© Et de Pieriis vocalem fontibus undam.”’ 
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‘TERPSICHORE. 


Wuoso hath in the lap of foft delight 

Been long time luld, and fed with pleafures {weet, 
Feareles through his own fault or Fortunes {pight 
To tumble into forrow and regreet, 

Yf chaunce him fall into calamitie, 

Finds greater burthen of his miferie. 


So we, that earft in joyance did abound, 

And in the bofome of all blis did fit, 

Like virgin Queenes, with laurell garlands cround 
For vertues meed and ornament of wit, 

Sith ignorance our kingdome did confound, 

Bee now become moft wretched wightes on ground. 


And in our royall thrones, which lately ftood 
In th’ hearts of men to rule them carefully, 
He now hath placed his accurfed brood, 

By him begotten of fowle infamy ; 

Blind Error, f{cornefull Follie, and bafe Spight, 


Who hold by wrong that wee fhould have by right. 


They to the vulgar fort now pipe and fing, 

And make them merrie with their fooleries ; 
They cherelie chaunt, and rymes at randon fling, 
The fruitfull fpawne of their ranke fantafies : 
They feede the eares of fooles with flattery, 

And good men blame, and lofels magnify. 


All places they doo with their toyes poffeffe, 
And raigne in liking of the multitude ; 

The {chooles they fill with fond new fangleneffe, 
And fway in Court with pride and rafhnes rude ; 
Mongft fimple fhepheards they do boaft their fkill, 
And fay their muficke matcheth Phoebus quill. 
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The noble hearts to pleafures they allure, 

And tell their Prince that learning is but vaine: 
Faire Ladies loves they fpot with thoughts impure, 
And gentle mindes with lewd delights diftaine ; 
Clerks they to loathly idlenes entice, 

And fill their bookes with difcipline of vice. 


(es) 
Ww 
Nn 


So every where they rule, and tyrannize, 

For their ufurped kingdomes maintenaunce, 

The whiles we filly Maides, whom they difpize 

And with reprochfull fcorne difcountenaunce, 34.0 
From our owne native heritage exilde, 


Walk through the world of every one revilde. 


Nor anie one doth care to call us in, 

Or once vouchfafeth us to entertaine, 

Unleffe fome one perhaps of gentle kin, 34.5 
For pitties fake compaffion our paine,™ 

And yeeld us fome reliefe in this diftreffe ; 

Yet to be fo reliev’d is wretchednefle. 


So wander we all carefull comfortleffe, 

Yet none doth care to comfort us at all; 350 
So feeke we helpe our forrow to redreffe, 

Yet none vouchfafes to anfwere to our call ; 

Therefore we mourne and pittilefie complaine, 

Becaufe none living pittieth our paine. 


With that fhe wept and wofullie waymented," 355 


™ compalfion our paine.| We do not now employ * compaflion ”’ as 


a verb tranfitive. Bifhop Hall, as Richardfon fhows, has the participle 


_ active, and as late as Dr. Young’s time the paft tenfe compaffioned 


occurs; but this inftance from Spenfer (where, of courfe, it is a quadri- 
fyllable) feems to have been pafled over without notice. C. 

" and wofullie waymented.| See vol. ii. p. 416, for the fubftantive 
“wayment.” ‘Todd fays that fome editions read demented; but all the 
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That naught on earth her griefe might pacifie ; 
And all the reft her dolefull din augmented 
With fhrikes and groanes and grievous agonie. 
So ended fhee; and then the next in rew 
Began her piteous plaint, as doth enfew. 


ERATO. 


Ye gentle Spirits, breathing from above, 
Where ye in Venus filver bowre were bred, 
Thoughts halfe devine, full of the fire of love, 
With beawtie kindled, and with pleafure fed, 
Which ye now in fecuritie poffefle, 

Forgetfull of your former heavinefle ; 


Now change the tenor of your joyous layes, 
With which ye ufe your loves to deifie, 

And blazon foorth an earthlie beauties praife 
Above the compafle of the arched fkie ; 
Now change your praifes into piteous cries, 
And Eulogies turne into Elegies. 


Such as ye wont, whenas thofe bitter ftounds 
Of raging love firft gan you to torment, 

And launch your hearts with lamentable wounds 
Of fecret forrow and fad languifhment, 

Before your Loves did take you unto grace ; 
Thofe now renew, as fitter for this place. 


For I that rule in meafure moderate 
The tempeft of that ftormie paffion, 


And ufe to paint in rimes the troublous ftate 


Oo 


SF 5 


380 


old copies preferve the more ancient form of the word. Ona fubfequent 
page, at the clofe of the fpeech of Erato, we meet with “laments,” fo 


that Spenfer availed himfelf of the words almoft indifferently. 
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Of Lovers life in likeft fafhion, 
Am put from practife of my kindlie 4kill, 
Banifht by thofe that Love with leawdnes All. 


Love wont to be fchoolmafter of my fkill, 
And the devicefull matter of my fong ; 

Sweete Love devoyd of villanie or ill, 

But pure and fpotles, as at firft he {prong 

Out of th’ Almighties bofome, where he nefts ; 
From thence infufed into mortall brefts. 


Such high conceipt of that celeftiall fire, 

The bafe-borne brood of blindnes cannot geffe, 
Ne ever dare their dunghill thoughts afpire° 
Unto fo loftie pitch of perfe@neffe, 

But rime at riot, and doo rage in love; 

Yet little wote what doth thereto behove. 


Faire Cytheree, the Mother of delight, 


And Queene of beautie, now thou maift go pack; 


For lo! thy Kingdome is defaced quight, 

Thy {cepter rent, and power put to wrack ; 

And thy gay Sonne, the winged God of Love, 
May now goe prune his plumes like ruffed Dove. 


And ye three Twins,” to light by Venus brought, 
The {weete companions of the Mufes late, 
From whom what ever thing is goodly thought, 


399 


395 


400 


405 


° their dunghill thoughts afpire.| See 'T. Warton’s note upon the 


words ‘vile dunghill mind,” this vol. p. 138. C. 


P And ye three Twins.] ‘Three Twins,” it muft be acknowledged, 


thus elegantly and unexceptionably related :— 
< Euphrofyne— 
“* Whom lovely Venus, at a birth, 
** With two fier Graces more, 
*<'T’o ivy-crowned Bacchus bore.” Topp. 


‘1s an extraordinary expreflion. Milton’s dirzh of the three Graces is 


DAE VRE ARE SSOPGTH EV USES: B48 


Doth borrow grace, the fancie to aggrate ; 
Go beg with us, and be companions ftill, 
As heretofore of good, fo now of ill. 


For neither you nor we fhall anie more 

Find entertainment or in.Court or Schoole ; 410 
For that, which was accounted heretofore 

The learneds meede, is now lent to the foole: 

He fings of love, and maketh loving layes, 

And they him heare, and they him highly prayfe. 


With that fhe powred foorth a brackifh flood 415 
Of bitter teares, and made exceeding mone ; 

And all her Sifters, feeing her fad mood, 

With lowd laments her anfwered all at one. 

So ended fhe; and then the next in rew 

Began her grievous plaint, as doth enfew. 4.20 


GAULIOPE: 


To whom fhall I my evill cafe complaine, 

Or tell the anguifh of my inward fmart, 

Sith none is left to remedie my paine, 

Or deignes to pitie a perplexed hart ; 

But rather feekes my forrow to augment 425 
With fowle reproach, and cruell banifhment ? 


For they, to whom I ufed to applie 

The faithfull fervice of my learned kill, 

The goodly off-fpring of Joves progenie, 

That wont the world with famous acts to fill ; 430 
Whofe living praifes in heroick ftyle, 

It is my chiefe profeflion to compyle ; 


They, all corrupted through the ruft of time 
That doth all faireft things on earth deface, 


@ 
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‘Or through unnoble floth, or finfull crime, 435 


That doth degenerate the noble race, 
Have both defire of worthie deeds forlorne, 
And name of learning utterly doo fcorne. 


Ne doo they care to have the aunceftrie 

Of th’ old Heroés4 memorizde anew ; -  4g0 
Ne doo they care that late pofteritie 

Should know their names, or fpeak their praifes dew, 
But die forgot from whence at firft they fprong, 

As they themfelves fhalbe forgot ere long. 


What bootes it then to come from glorious 445 
Forefathers, or to have been nobly bredd? 

What oddes twixt Irus and old Inachus,* 

Twixt beft and worft, when both alike are dedd ; 

If none of neither mention fhould make, 

Nor out of duft their memories awake ? 450 


Or who would ever care to doo brave deed, 

Or ftrive in vertue others to excell, 

If none fhould yeeld him his deferved meed, 

Due praife, that is the {pur of dooing well? 

For if good were not praifed more than ill, 455 
None would choofe goodnes of his owne freewill, 


1 Of th’ old Heroé's.] It is to be noted that Spenfer here purpofely 
marked ** Heroés” as a trifyllable: he apprehended, perhaps, that his 
line might be mifread, for had he chofen to make “Heroes” a diffyl- 
lable he might have given the paflage thus :— 

** Of the old Heroes memorizde anew.” 
We believe that Chapman is the only writer in Englifh who ufes 4e- 
roe/s for heroine—** heroes and heroeffes.” Ina fubfequent ftanza in 
this fpeech Spenfer printed « ftarris” for ftarres, in order to make more 


‘fure that the meafure of his line fhould not be {poiled. C., 


" What oddes twixt Irus and old Inachus, &c.] Hor. Od. I. iii. 
hye 
“« Divefne prifco natus ab Inacho 
«© Nil intereft, an pauper et infima 
“* De gente fub divo moreris, &c.” T’. Warton. 
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Therefore the nurfe of vertue I am hight, 
And golden Trompet of eternitie, 

That lowly thoughts lift up to heavens hight, 
And mortall men have powre to deifie: 
Bacchus and Hercules I raifd to heaven, 
And Charlemaine amongft the Starris feaven. 


But now I will my golden Clarion rend, 

And will henceforth immortalize no more ; 

Sith I no more find worthie to commend 

For prize of value, or for learned lore: 

For noble Peeres, whom I was wont to raife, 
Now onely feeke for pleafure, nought for praife. 


Their great revenues all in fumptuous pride 


They fpend, that nought to learning they may {pare ; 


And the rich fee, which Poets wont divide, 
Now Parafites and Sycophants doo fhare: 
Therefore I mourne and endleffe forrow make, 


Both for my felfe and for my Sifters fake. 


With that fhe lowdly gan to waile and fhrike, 
And from her eyes a fea of teares did powre ; 
And all her fifters, with compaffion like, 

Did more increafe the fharpnes of her fhowre. 
So ended fhe; and then the next in rew 
Began her plaint, as doth herein enfew. 


URANIA. 


Wuat wrath of Gods, or wicked influence 
Of Starres confpiring wretched men t’ afflict, 
Hath powrd on earth this noyous peftilence, 


460 


465 


470 


475 


s For prize of value.| Another inftance of the ufe of * value” for 


valour: fee vol. ii. p. 183, and vol. iil. p. 47. C. 
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That mortall mindes doth inwardly infect 
With love of blindneffe and of ignorance, 485 
To dwell in darkneffe without fovenance?' 


What difference twixt man and beatt is left, 
When th’ heavenlie light of knowledge is put out, 
And th’ ornaments of wifdome are bereft ? 

Then wandreth he in error and in doubt, 
Unweeting of the danger hee is in, 

Through flethes frailtie, and deceipt of fin. 


490 


In this wide world in which they, wretches, ftray, 

It is the onelie comfort which they have, 

It is their light, their loadftarre, and their day ; 495 
But hell, and darkneffe, and the griflie grave, 

Is ignorance, the enemy of grace, 

That mindes of men, borne heavenlie, doth debace. 


Through knowledge we behould the worlds creation, 
How in his cradle firft he foftred was; 500 
And judge of Natures cunning operation, 

How things fhe formed of a formeleffe mas: 

By knowledge wee do learne our felves to knowe, 

And what to man, and what to God, wee owe. 


From hence wee mount aloft unto the fkie, 505 
And looke into the Chriftall firmament: 
There we behold the heavens great Hierarchie, 


* ia darkneffe without fovenance.] Fr. fouvenance, remembrance.” 
All the editions indeed read Joverance, a word without meaning, I 
have therefore ventured to print what I fuppofe the poet intended ; for 
Jovenance conveys a diftinét and folemn fentiment, «in darknefs without 
remembrance, i.e. where all things are forgotten.” ‘Topp. There 
can be no doubt that « fovenance,” or fouvenaunce, was Spenfer’s word, 
and we find it twice in ‘“* The Shepherd’s Calendar :” fee vol. i. pp. 
58, 124. It is one of our poet’s French importations. C, 
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The Starres pure light, the Spheres {wift movement,” 
The Spirites and Intelligences fayre, 
And Angels waighting on th’ Almighties chayre. 510 


And there, with humble minde and high infight, 

Th’ eternall Makers majeftie wee viewe, 

His love, his truth, his glorie, and his might, 

And mercie more then mortall men can vew. 

O foveraigne Lord! O foveraigne happineffe, 515 


To fee thee, and thy mercie meafureleffe ! 


Such happines have they that do embrace 

The precepts of my heavenlie difcipline ; 

But fhame and forrow and accurfed cafe 

Have they that fcorne the fchoole of arts divine, 520 
And banifh me, which do profeffe the {kill 

To make men heavenly wife through humbled will. 


How ever yet they mee defpife and {pight, 

I feede on {weet contentment of my thought, 

And, pleafe my felfe with mine owne felfe-delight, 525 
In contemplation of things heavenlie wrought: 

So, loathing earth, I looke up to the fky, 

And, being driven hence, I thether fly. 


Thence I behold the miferie of men, 

Which want the blifs that wifedom would them breed, 530 
And like brute beafts doo lie in loathfome den 

Of ghoftly darkenes, and of gaftlie dreed ; 

For whom I mourne, and for my felfe complaine, 


And for my Sifters eake whom they difdaine. 


u the Spheres fwift movement.] ‘Todd thought it neceflary to print 
‘¢movement,” and the word muft certainly be pronounced as three 
fyllables ; but here the poet feems to have thought the ear of his reader 
a fufficient guide, and we follow his example. C. 
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With that fhee wept and waild fo pityouflie, 535 
As if her eyes had beene two fpringing wells; 

And all the reft, her forrow to fupplie, 

Did throw forth fhrieks and cries and dreery yells. 

So ended fhee; and then the next in rew 

Began her mournfull plaint, as doth enfew. $40 


PoLYHYMNIA. 


A DOLEFULL cafe defires a dolefull fong, 
Without vaine art or curious complements ; 
And fquallid Fortune, into bafenes flong, 
Doth fcorne the pride of wonted ornaments : 
Then fitteft are thefe ragged rimes for mee, 
To tell my forrowes that exceeding bee. 


545 


For the fweet numbers and melodious meatures, 
H With which I wont the winged words to tie, 
And make a tunefull Diapafe of pleafures, 
Now being let to runne at libertie 
[fF By thofe which have no fkill to rule them right, 
: Have now quite loft their naturall delight. 


559 


Heapes of huge words uphoorded hideoufly, 
With horrid found though having little fence, 
They thinke to be chiefe praife of Poétry ; 
And, thereby wanting due intelligence, 

Have mard the face of goodly Poéfie,* 

And made a monfter of their fantafie. 


555 


Whilom in ages paft none might profeffe 
But Princes and high Priefts that fecret {kill ; 


560 
The facred lawes therein they wont exprefle, 


* of goodly Poéfie.] Spenfer (perhaps his printer’s fault) feems hardly 
confiftent with himfelf as regards «« Poétry ” and “ Poéfie.” (C, 
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And with deepe Oracles their verfes fill : 
Then was fhee heldin foveraigne dignitie, 
And made the nourfling of Nobilitie. 


But now nor Prince nor Prieft doth her maintayne, 
But fuffer her prophaned for to bee 

Of the bafe vulgar, that with hands uncleane 
Dares to pollute her hidden myfterie ; 

And treadeth under foote hir holie things, 

Which was the care of Kefars and of Kings. 


One onelie lives, her ages ornament, 

And myrrour of her Makers majettie, 

That with rich bountie, and deare cherifhment, 
Supports the praife of noble Poéfie ; 

Ne onelie favours them which it profeffe, 

But is herfelfe a peereles Poéteffe. 


Mott peereles Prince, moft peereles Poétefle, 
The true Pandora of all heavenly graces, 
Divine Elifa, facred Emperefle ! 

Live fhe for ever, and her royall P’laces’ 

Be fild with praifes of divineft wits, 


That her eternize with their heavenlie writs! 


Some few befide this facred fkill efteme, 
Admirers of her glorious excellence ; 

Which, being lightned with her beawties beme, 
Are thereby fild with happie influence ; 

And lifted up above the worldes gaze, 

To fing with Angels her immortall praize. 
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535 


¥ her royall P?laces.| That is, palaces. ‘The word ts printed in the 
original edition with the elifion, as I have printed it. Modern editions 


read places. ‘Toop. 
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But all the reft, as borne of falvage brood, 

And having beene with Acorns alwaies fed, 590 
Can no whit favour this celeftiall food, 

But with bafe thoughts are into blindneffe led, 

And kept from looking on the lightfome day : 

For whome I waile and weepe all that I may. 


Eftfoones fuch ftore of teares thee forth did powre, 


595 
As if fhee all to water would have gone ; 
And all her fifters, feeing her fad ftowre, 
Did weep and waile, and made exceeding mone, 
And all their learned inftruments did*breake : 
The reft untold no living tongue can {peake.” 600 


* The reft untold no living tongue can /peake.| This is the emenda- 
tion of the firft folio: the original edition reads loving. ‘Topp. * Liv- 
ing” is the word not only in the firft folio, but in all other early im- 
preflions, excepting the firft. C. 


WADE IIL, Ry (6) INL aU IE. 


LONG SINCE DEDICATED 


TO THE MOST NOBLE AND EXCELLENT LORD, 


THE EARLE OF LEICESTER, 


LATE DECEASED. 


RONG’D yet not daring to exprefle my paine, 
To you (great Lord) the caufer of my care, 

In clowdie teares my cafe I thus complaine 
Unto yourfelfe, that onely privie are: 

But if that any Oedipus unware 
Shall chaunce, through power of fome divining fpright, 
To reade the fecrete of this riddle rare, 
And know the purporte of my evill plight, 
Let him reft pleafed with his owne infight, 
Ne further feeke to glofe upon the text; 
For griefe enough it is to grieved wight 
To feele his fault, and not be further vext. 

But what fo by my felfe may not be fhowen, 
May by this Gnatts complaint be eafily knowen. 
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i FE, now have playde* (Auguftus) wantonly, 

\ Ly § and i our fong unto a tender Mufe, 

EY) And, like a cobweb weaving flenderly, 

Have onely playde: let thus much then 
excufe 


This Gnats fmall Poeme, that th’ whole hiftory 5 
Is but a jeft, though envie it abufe: 


a We now have playde, &c.] Spenfer fhould not have undertaken 
to tranflate the “* Culex.” His verfion is in many places wrong, and 
in fome fenfelefs: nor is it any wonder ; for the original is fo corrupted, 
that no fenfe can be made of many lines in it, without having recourfe 
to conjecture; and, where it is not corrupted, it is often very intri- 
cate and obfcure. Scaliger has done much, in his excellent notes, to- 
wards fettling and illuftrating it; but, after all, the commentary is better 
than the text; and we may fay of Scaliger’s ‘‘ Culex,” what Scaliger 
faid of Cafaubon’s “ Perfius:” “* La fauce vaut mieux que le poif- 
fon.” I know not how to believe that Virgil is the author of that 
poem, though Scaliger is fully perfuaded of it. Jorrin. Spenfer’s 
«© Culex”? is a vague and arbitrary paraphrafe of a poem not properly 
belonging to Virgil. From the teftimony of many early Latin writers 
it may be juftly concluded, that Virgil wrote an elegant poem with this 
title: nor is it improbable that, in the ‘* Culex” at prefent attributed 
to Virgil, fome very few of the original phrafes, and even verfes, may 
remain, under the accumulated incruftation of critics, imitators, inter- 
polators, and paraphrafts, which corrupts what it conceals. But the 
texture, the character, and fubftance, of the genuine poem is almoft en- 
tirely loft. ‘T. Warron. Profefflor Heyne, in his edition of Virgil, 
has very ingenioufly endeavoured to reftore the violated beauty of this 
little poem; and has accordingly fubjoined to the “ Culex” ufually 
attributed to the bard of Mantua, “‘ CuLex probabiliter reftitutus, cum 


Vie AA 


354 VIR GTISSGN Ae 


But who fuch fports and {weet delights doth blame, 
Shall lighter feeme then this Gnats idle name. 


Hereafter, when as feafon more fecure 

Shall bring forth fruit, this Mufe thall fpeak to thee 10 
In bigger notes, that may thy fenfe allure, 
And for thy worth frame fome fit Poefie: 
The golden ofspring of Latona pure, 
And ornament of great Joves progenie,” 
Phoebus, fhall be the author of my fong, 
Playing on yvorie harp with filver ftrong.° 


a 


| 4 He fhall infpire my verfe with gentle mood 
Of Poets Prince, whether he woon befide4 
Hay Faire Xanthus fprincled with Chimeras blood, 
i | Or in the woods of Aftery abide ; 20 
Or whereas mount Parnaffe, the Mufes brood, 


notatione interpolationum.” In the proemium to this poem, the learned 
critic makes this remark on Spenfer’s tranflation of it. « Patrio fer- 
i mone, o¢tonis verfibus in ftrophas coéuntibus, redditum eft hoc carmen 
a Spenfero, poéta nobili Britanno, in ejus Opp. Nec fine voluptate 
‘ illud facile perlegas. Adeo mihi vel hoc exemplo patuit, quanto expe- 
. ditius effet poétam carmine vernaculo reddere, quam verba fubtiliter 
interpretari. Nihil enim vetabat fententias integras fummatim efferre 
ejufve partes in quemcunque placeret fenfum defleftere, aut verba cor- 
rupta aptis et idoneis permutare.” ‘The “ Culex,” I may add, is neatly 
tranflated, or rather copied, in ‘Poems on Several Occafions by a 
Young Gentleman, Lond. 1724.” 8vo. This Gentleman notices the 
tranflation of Spenfer; but fays that he can call his own poem neither 
paraphrafe nor tranflation, having to the author’s images now and then 
added fome of his own, &c. Topp. 
> And ornament of great Fove’s progenie.| What is that? the moft 
illuftrious of all Jove’s children? That is the beft fenfe that can be put 
upon it; but it is fomewhat wide of the text :— 
“« Latone, magnique decus Jovis, aurea proles, 
“« Phoebus erit noftri princeps, et carminis auctor.” 
JorTin. 
° with filver Prong.) That is, ffrung, having filver ftrings. Topp. 
¢ whether be woon befide.] Whether he dwell befide. Spenfer ge- 
nerally {pells the word won or wonne: fee particularly vol. ii. p. 365. 
Confiftently, he fpells the fubftantive either won or wonne. C. 
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Doth his broad forhead like two hornes divide, 
And the {weete waves* of founding Caftaly 
With liquid foote doth flide downe eafily. 


Wherefore ye Sifters, which the glorie bee 25 
Of the Pierian ftreames, fayre Naiades, 

Go too, and, dauncing all in companie, 

Adorne that God: and thou holie Pales, 

To whome the honeft care of hufbandrie 

Returneth by continuall fuccefle, 30 
Have care for to purfue his footing light 

Throgh the wide woods and groves, with green leaves 


dight. 


Profeffing thee I lifted am aloft 

Betwixt the forreft wide and ftarrie fky : 

And thou, moft dread (Oétavius), which oft 35 
To learned wits giveft courage worthily, 

O come, (thou facred childe) come fliding foft, 

And favour my beginnings gracioufly ; 

For not thefe leaves do fing that dreadfull ftound, 
When Giants bloud did ftaine Phlegrean ground. 40 


Nor how th’ halfe horfy people,‘ Centaures hight, 
Fought with the bloudie Lapithaes at bord ; 

Nor how the Eaft with tyranous defpight 

Burnt th’ Attick towres, and people flew with {word ; 
Nor how mount Athos through exceeding might 45 


© And the fweete waves, &c.| Perhaps, wave :— 
<< Caftalizeque fonans liquido pede labitur wxda :” 

but ‘* waves doth flide” is in Spenfer’s manner. Jortin. We have 
little doubt that Spenfer wrote wave, following his original, and that the 
want of concord was produced by the blunder of the compofitor. C. 

f Nor how th’ halfe horfy people.| In later impreffions *¢ halfe” and 
<‘horfy”’ are united by a hyphen, and perhaps properly, but we print 
the words as in the firft edition. C. 
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Was digged downe;* nor yron bands abord® 
The Pontick fea by their huge Navy caft, 


My volume fhall renowne, fo long fince patt. 


Nor Hellefpont trampled with horfes feete, 

When flocking Perfians did the Greeks affray ; 50 
But my foft Mufe, as for her power more meete, 
Delights (with Phebus friendly leave) to play 

An eafie running verfe with tender feete. 

And thou, (dread facred child) to thee alway, 

Let everlafting lightfome glory ftrive, 55 
Through the worlds endles ages to furvive. 


And let an happie roome remaine for thee 
| Mongft heavenly ranks, where bleffed foules do reft ; 
And let long lafting life with joyous glee, 
) 4 As thy due meede that thou deferveft beft, 60 
Hereafter many yeares remembered be 
Amongft good men, of whom thou oft are blef ; 
Live thou for ever in all happineffe ! 
But let us turne to our firft bufineffe. 


The fiery Sun was mounted now on hight 65 
Up to the heavenly towers, and fhot each where 

Out of his golden Charet glittering light ; 

And fayre Aurora, with her rofie heare, 

The hatefull darknes now had put to flight; 

When as the fhepheard, feeing day appeare, 70 
His little Goats gan drive out of their ftalls, 

To feede abroad where pafture beft befalls. 


® Was digged downe.| Not digged down, but digged through. 
“© Non perfoffus Athos.” Jortin. 

" nor yron bands abord.| ‘ Abord” here means acrofs, from fhore 
to fhore, Fr. Jord. Toop. 
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To an high mountaines top he with them went, 

Where thickeft graffe did cloath the open hills: 

They now amongft the woods and thickets ment,’ 75 
Now in the valleies wandring at their wills, 

Spread themfelves farre abroad through each defcent ; 
Some on the foft greene graffe feeding their fills, 

Some, clambring through the hollow cliffes on hy, 
Nibble the bufhie fhrubs which growe thereby. 80 


Others the utmoft boughs of trees doe crop, 

And brouze the woodbine twigges that frefhly bud ; 
This with full bit doth catch the utmoft top 

Of fome foft Willow, or new growen ftud ; 

This with fharpe teeth the bramble leaves doth lop, 85 
And chaw the tender prickles in her Cud; 

The whiles another high doth overlooke 

Her owne like image in a chriftall brooke. 


O! the great happines, which fhepheards have, 

Who fo loathes not too much the poor eftate, go 
With minde that ill ufe doth before deprave, 

Ne meafures all things by the coftly rate 

Of riotife* and femblants outward brave! 

No fuch fad cares, as wont to macerate’ 


i among ft the woods and thickets ment.\ Or meint, as Spenfer has 
twice before fpelt it: it always means mingled or mixed: the goats dif- 
perfed themfelves among{t the woods and thickets. For ‘* ment” and 
meint, fee vol. i. pp. 132, 197, and vol. ili. pp. 54, 377. C. 

k Of riotife.| Spenfer, to whom alone it feems to belong, ufes * ri- 
otize” in his F. Q. vol. ii. p. 349: the meaning is clear even without 
the epithets “ fuperfluous” and “ coftly,” with which he accompanies 
the fubftantive. C. 

1 gs wont to macerate.| Tear, that is, diffraé&. Virgil’s word is 
lacerant. Perhaps Spenfer is the father of the Englifh word, although 
our lexicographers have not thought proper to notice his ufage of it. 
Topp. To “ macerate” is properly to make lean or reduce, as Richard- 
fon ftates, but not to tear or diftrad, as ‘Todd gives it. C. 
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And rend the greedie mindes of covetous men, 95 
Do ever creepe into the fhepheards den. 


Ne cares he if the fleece, which him arayes, 

Be not twice fteeped in Affyrian dye ; 

Ne gliftering of golde, which underlayes 

The fummer beames, doe blinde his gazing eye ; 100 
Ne pictures beautie, nor the glauncing rayes 

Of precious ftones, whence no good commeth by ; 

Ne yet his cup emboft with Imagery 

Of Beetus or of Alcons vanity. 


Ne ought the whelky pearles™ efteemeth hee, 105 
Which are from Indian feas brought far away ; 

But with pure breft from carefull forrow free, 

On the foft graffe his limbs doth oft difplay, 

In {weete {pring time, when flowres varietie 

With fundrie colours paints the fprinckled lay : 110 
There lying, all at eafe from guile or {pight, 

With pype of fennie reedes doth him delight. 


There he, Lord of himfelfe, with palme bedight, 

His loofer locks doth wrap in wreath of vine: 

There his milk dropping Goats be his delight, 115 
And fruitefull Pales, and the forreft greene, 

And darkefome caves in pleafaunt vallies pight, 
Whereas continuall fhade is to be feene, 


" Ne ought the whelky pearles.| The whilk or wel® is a fhell-fith. 
Perhaps the poet introduced this adjeétive in the fenfe of wreathed, 
teifted, as that sbell-fifb appears. Or perhaps it may be confidered in the 


_ fenle of whelked, that is, rounded, or embofjed s trom whelk, a protuberance, 


according to Fluellen’s defcription of Bardolph’s face, “K. Hen. V.” 
“¢ His face is all bubukles, and whe/ks, and knobs,” [A, iii. Sc. 6], &c. 
Topp. Spenfer has ** welked ” in the fenfe of Leffened and decayed in 
“« Shep. Cal.” for Nov. vol.i. p. 125. He has « welk” and “ welked” 
for to rol/ and rolled in vol. i. pp. 18, 3 9 end 
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And where frefh fpringing wells, as chriftall neate, 


Do alwayes flow to quench his thirftie heate. 120 


O! who can lead, then, a more happie life 

Than he, that with cleane minde, and heart fincere," 
No greedy riches knowes nor bloudie ftrife, 

No deadly fight of warlick fleete doth feare ; 

Ne runs in perill of foes cruell knife, 125 
That in the facred temples he may reare 

A trophee of his glittering fpoyles and treafure, 

Or may abound in riches above meafure. 


Of him his God is worfhipt with his fythe, 

And not with fkill of craftfman polifhed : 130 
He joyes in groves, and makes himfelfe full blythe 
With fundrie flowers in wilde fieldes gathered ; 

Ne frankincens he from Pancha buyth: 

Sweete quiet harbours in his harmeles head, 

And perfect pleafure buildes her joyous bowre, 135 
Free from fad cares that rich mens hearts devowre. 


This all his care, this all his whole indevour, 

To this his minde and fenfes he doth bend, 

How he may flow in quiets matchles treafour, 

Content with any food that God doth fend ; 140 
And how his limbs, refolv’d through idle leifour,° 

Unto fweete fleepe he may fecurely lend 

In fome coole fhadow from the fcorching heat, 

The whiles his flock their chawed cuds do eate. 


. and heart fincere.| Mifprinted ‘¢ beat fincere” in the firit edition, 
but afterwards bart or heart fincere, which muft be what the poet 
intended and wrote. C. 

© refolo’d through idle leifour.] Diffolved, or laid at eafe. Lat. 
refolutus. ‘Tov. So in “ Hamlet,” Act i. Sc. 2, “ refolve itfelf into 
a dew,” for diffolve, &c. This ufe of refolve was common. G: 
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O flocks! O Faunes! and O ye pleafaunt Springs 
Of Tempe! where the countrey Nymphs are rife, 
Through whofe not coftly care each fhepheard fings 
As merrie notes upon his rufticke Fife, 

As that Afcreean bard,? whofe fame now rings 
Through the wide world, and leads as joyfull life ; 
Free from all troubles and from worldly toyle, 

In which fond men doe all their dayes turmoyle. 


In fuch delights whilft thus his careleffe time 
This Shepheard drives, upleaning on his batt, 
And on fhrill reedes chaunting his ruftick rime, 
Hyperion, throwing foorth his beames full hott, 
Into the higheft top of heaven gan clime, 

And the world parting by an equall lott, 

Did fhed his whirling flames on either fide, 

As the great Ocean doth himfelfe divide. 


Then gan the fhepheard gather into one 

His ftragling Goates, and drave them to a foord 
Whofe cerule ftreame, rombling in pible ftone, 
Crept under moffe as greene as any goord. 

Now had the Sun halfe heaven overgone, 

When he his heard back from that water foord 
Drave from the force of Phoebus boyling ray, 
Into thick fhadowes, there themfelves to lay. 


> 


Soone as he them plac’d in thy facred wood 
(O Delian Goddeffe !) faw, to which of yore 
Came the bad daughter of old Cadmus brood, 


Cruell Agave, flying vengeance fore 


145 


160 


165 


170 


P Ajcrean bard.) So Spenfer wrote, or fhould have written. 


He 


{peaks of Hefiod. Jorrin. All the [old] editions erroneoufly read 


Afirean. "Toop. 
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Of king Nictileus for the guiltie blood 

Which fhe with curfed hands had fhed before ; 

There fhe halfe frantick, having flaine her fonne, 175 
Did fhrowd her felfe like punifhment to fhonne. 


Here alfo playing on the grafly greene, 

Woodgods, and Satyres, and {wift Dryades, 

With many Fairies oft were dauncing feene. 

Not fo much did Dan Orpheus reprefle 180 
The ftreames of Hebrus with his fongs, I weene, 

As that faire troupe of woodie Goddefles 

Staied thee, (O Peneus!) powring foorth to thee 

From cheereful lookes great mirth and gladfome glee. 


The verie nature of the place, refounding 185 
With gentle murmure of the breathing ayre, 

A pleafant bowre with all delight abounding 

In the frefh fhadowe did for them prepayre, 

To reft their limbs with wearines redounding. 

For firft the high Palme trees, with braunches faire, 190 
Out of the lowly vallies did arife, 

And high fhoote up their heads into the fkyes. 


And them amongft the wicked Lotos* grew, 

Wicked for holding guilefully away 

Ulyffes men, whom rapt with {weetenes new, 195 
Taking to hofte, it quite from him did flay ; 

And eke thofe trees, in whofe transformed hew 

The Sunnes fad daughters waylde the rafh decay 

Of Phaeton, whofe limbs, with lightening rent, 

They gathering up with fweete teares did lament. — 200 


a the wicked Lotos.] See Homer, “ Odyff.” ix. 94, &c. And 
Plato, “‘ De Repub.” lib. viii. Opp. edit. Serran. tom. ii. p. 560. ‘Topp. 
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And that fame tree, in which Demophoon,' 

By his difloyalty lamented fore, 

Eternall hurte left unto many one: 

Whom als accompanied the Oke, of yore 

Through fatall charmes transformd to fuch an one; 205 
The Oke, whofe acornes were our foode, before 

That Ceres feede of mortall men were knowne, 


Which firft Triptoleme taught how to be fowne. 


Here alfo grew the rougher rinded Pine, 

The great Argoan fhips brave ornament, 210 
Whom golden Fleece did make an heavenly figne ; 
Which coveting, with his high tops extent, 

To make the mountaines touch the ftarres divine, 
Decks all the forreft with embellifhment ; 

And the blacke Holme that loves the watrie vale; 215 
And the fweete Cypreffe, figne of deadly bale. 


Emongtt the reft the clambring Yvie grew, 

Knitting his wanton armes with grafping hold, 

Leaft that the Poplar happely fhould rew 

Her brothers f{trokes, whofe boughes fhe doth enfold 220 
With her lythe twigs, till they the top furvew, 

And paint with pallid greene her buds of gold. 

Next did the Myrtle tree to her approach, 

Not yet unmindfull of her olde reproach. 


But the {mall Birds, in their wide boughs embowring, 225 


' And that fame tree, in which Demophoon, &c.| Strange ftuff this. 
But the original is corrupted. See Scaliger. Phyllis, thinking fhe was 


_forfaken by Demophoon, hanged herfelf, fay fome, and was changed 


into amygdalum. She died of grief, fay others; and, where fhe was 
buried, trees fprung up, which at certain times mourn her death, fhed- 
ding their leaves. See Hyginus, “‘ Fab.” lix., Ovid, «* Art. Am.” iii. 
37, “Remed.” 55 and 591. Hence may be guefled what tree it is 
that the author of the “ Culex” {peaks of. JorTiN. 
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Chaunted their fundrie tunes with fweete confent ; 

And under them a filver Spring, forth powring 

His trickling ftreames, a gentle murmure fent ; 

Thereto the frogs, bred in the flimie {cowring 

Of the moift moores, their jarring voyces bent, 2.30 
And fhrill grafhoppers chirped them around ; 

All which the ayrie Echo did refound. 


In this fo pleafant place this Shepheards flocke* 

Lay everie where, their wearie limbs to reft, 

On everie bufh, and everie hollow rocke, 235 
Where breathe on them the whiftling wind mote beft; 
The whiles the Shepheard felf, tending his ftocke, 

Sate by the fountaine fide, in fhade to reft, 

Where gentle flumbring fleep opprefled him 


Difplaid on ground, and feized everie lim. 24.0 


Of trecherie or traines nought tooke he keep, 

But, looflie on the graffie greene difpredd, 

His deareft life did truft to careles fleep ; 

Which, weighing down his drouping drowfie hedd, 

In quiet reft his molten heart did fteep, 24.5 
Devoid of care, and feare of all falfhedd ; 

Had not inconftant fortune, bent to ill, 

Bid ftrange mifchance his quietnes to fpill. 


For at his wonted time in that fame place 

An huge great Serpent, all with {fpeckles pide, 250 
To drench himfelfe in moorifh flime did trace, 

There from the boyling heate himfelfe to hide : 

He, pafling by with rolling wreathed pace, 

With brandifht tongue the emptie aire did gride,' 


s this Shepheards flocke.| Todd, and others after him, deferting the 
old copies, printed ‘* the Shepheards flocke.” C. 

t the emptie aire did gride.] i.e. did pierce or wound, as often be- 
fore: fee vol. i. p. 213 vol. ii. pp. 229, 359, 375, &c. C. 
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And wrapt his fcalie boughts with fell defpight, 
That all things feem’d appalled at his fight. 


Now, more and more having himfelfe enrolde, 
His glittering breaft he lifteth up on hie, 

And with proud vaunt his head aloft doth holde ; 
His crefte above, {potted with purple die, 

On everie fide did thine like {calie golde ; 

And his bright eyes, glauncing full dreadfullie, 
Did feeme to flame out flakes of flafhing fyre, 
And with fterne lookes to threaten kindled yre. 


Thus wife long time he did himfelfe difpace 
There round about, when as at laft he {pide, 
Lying along before him in that place, 


That flocks grand Captaine and moft truftie guide : 


Eftfoones more fierce in vifage, and in pace, 
Throwing his firie eyes on everie fide, 
He commeth on, and all things in his way 


Full ftearnly rends that might his paflage ftay. 


Much he difdaines that anie one fhould dare 
Too come unto his haunt; for which intent 

He inly burns, and gins ftraight to prepare 

The weapons, which Nature to him hath lent: 
Fellie he hiffeth, and doth fiercely ftare, 

And hath his jawes with angrie fpirits rent, 
That all his tract with bloudie drops is ftained, 
And all his foldes are now in length outftrained. 


Whom, thus at point prepared, to prevent, 

A litle nourfling of the humid ayre, 

A Gnat, unto the {leepie Shepheard went ; 

And, marking where his ey-lids twinckling rare 
Shewd the two pearles which fight unto him lent, 


255 


265 


270 


280 
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Through their thin coverings appearing fayre, 
His little needle there infixing deep, 
Warnd him awake, from death himfelfe to keep. 


Wherewith enrag’d he fiercely gan upftart, 

And with his hand him rafhly bruzing flewe, 2.90 
As in avengement of his heedles {mart, 

That ftreight the fpirite* out of his fenfes flew, 

And life out of his members did depart : 

When, fuddenly cafting afide his vew, 

He fpide his foe with felonous intent, 25 
And fervent eyes to his deftruction bent. 


All fuddenly difmaid, and hartles quight, 

He fled abacke, and catching haftie holde 

Of a yong alder hard befide him pight, 

It rent, and ftreight about him gan beholde 300 
What God or Fortune would affift his might. 

But whether God or Fortune made him bold 

Its hard to read: yet hardie will he had 

To overcome, that made him leffe adrad.* 


The fealie backe of that moft hideous Snake 
Enwrapped round, oft faining to retire, 

And oft him to affaile, he fiercely ftrake 
Whereas his temples did his creaft front tyre ; 
And, for he was but flowe, did flowth off fhake 
And gazing ghaftly on, (for feare and yre 310 


> 
te) 
wn 


u That ftreight the fpirite.| <* Spirite ” here, as was not unufual 
with poets of that day, mutt be pronounced /prite, as indeed it is now 
fpelt. Sometimes of old, and particularly in Spenfer, the orthography 
is fpright. In]. 437 of this poem “ fpirite” is a diffyllable. C. 

x that made him leffe adrad.| Lefs fearful, a-dread. This word 
is, of courfe, not to be confounded with “ ydrad,” in F. Q, C. 1. St. 
2 (vol. i. p. 176), where it means dreaded—a {enfe fo obvious that we 


thought no note required. C. 
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Fad blent fo much his fenfe, that leffe he feard) 
Yet when he faw him flaine himfelfe he cheard. 


By this the Night forth from the darkfome bowre 
Of Herebus her teemed fteedes’ gan call, 

And laefie Vefper in his timely howre 

From golden Oeta gan proceede withall ; 

Whenas the Shepheard after this fharpe ftowre, 
Seing the doubled fhadowes low to fall, 
Gathering his ftraying flocke, does homeward fare, 


And unto reft his wearie joynts prepare. 


Into whofe fenfe fo foone as lighter fleepe 
Was entered, and now loofing everie lim 
Sweete flumbring deaw in carelefneffe did fteepe, 


The Image of that Gnat appeard to him, 


_ And in fad tearmes gan forrowfully weepe, 


With greiflie countenaunce and vifage grim, 
Wailing the wrong which he had done of late, 
In fteed of good, haftning his cruell fate. 


Said he, «* What have I, wretch, deferv’d, that thus 
Into this bitter bale I am outcatt, 

Whileft that thy life more deare and precious 

Was than mine owne, fo long as it did laft? 

I now, in lieu of paines fo gracious, 

Am toft in th’ ayre with everie windie blaft : 

Thou, fafe delivered from fad decay, 

Thy careles limbs in loofe fleep doft difplay. 


“So liveft thou; but my poore wretched ghoft 


330 


¥ ber teemed freedes.] Foined together in a team. See alfo ver. 465. 
This participle is probably of Spenfer’s coinage. Topp. Richard{fon, 
who inferts the word in his Dia. and {pells it with one e, affords 


no other example of its ufe: we know of none. 


Gy 
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Is forft to ferrie over Lethes river, 

And fpoyld of Charon too and fro am toft. 

Seeft thou how all places quake and quiver, 340 
: Lightned with deadly lamps on everie poft ? 

Tifiphone each where doth fhake and fhiver 

Her flaming fire brond,” encountring me, 


Whofe lockes uncombed cruell adders be. 


«© And Cerberus, whofe many mouthes doo bay 34.5 
And barke out flames, as if on fire he fed; 

Adowne whofe necke, in terrible array, 

Ten thoufand fnakes cralling about his hed 

Doo hang in heapes, that horribly affray, 

And bloodie eyes doo glifter firie red ; 350 
He oftentimes me dreadfullie doth threaten 

With painfull torments to be forely beaten. 


«¢ Ay me! that thankes fo much fhould faile of meed ; 
For that I thee reftor’d to life againe, 

Even from the doore of death and deadlie dreed! — 355 
Where then is now the guerdon of my paine? 

Where the reward of my fo piteous deed ? | 
The praife of pitie vanifht is in vaine, ae 
And th’ antique faith of Juftice long agone a 
Out of the land is fled away and gone. 360 


<< T {aw anothers fate* approaching fatft, 


2 Her flaming fire brond.| ‘Todd thought fit to alter ‘‘ fire” of the 
firft edition to frér of the fecond, and to interpolate two dots over the 
e, in order to fhow that ‘ fire” is here to be read as two fyllables. We 
reprint the old text, leaving the point to the ear and to the difcretion 
of the reader, merely obferving that in the time of Spenfer it was quite 
as ufual for poets to confider “ fire” two fyllables, as one. Daniel and 
Drayton have it both ways, and in the very next ftanza Spenfer himfelf 
makes ‘‘ fire” a monofyllable. C. 

@ J faw anothers fate, &c.] This ftanza is fufficiently obfcure. ‘The 
original indeed is in bad cafe. See Scaliger. Jortin. In the next 
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And left mine owne his fafetie to tender ; 

Into the fame mifhap I now am caft, 

And fhun’d deftruction doth deftruéction render : 

Not unto him that never hath tre{patt, 365 
But punifhment is due to the offender. 

Yet let deftruction be the punifhment, 

So long as thankfull will may it relent. 


‘I carried am into wafte wilderneffe, 
Watte wildernes, amongft Cymerian thades, 370 
Where endles paines and hideous heavinefle 

Is round about me heapt in darkfome glades ; 
For there huge Othos fits in fad diftreffe, 

Faft bound with ferpents that him oft invades ; 
Far of [f] beholding Ephialtes tide, 


375 
Which once affai’d to burne this world fo wide.” 
<¢ And there is mournfull Tityus, mindefull yet 
Of thy difpleafure, O Latona faire! 
Difpleafure too implacable was it, 
That made him meat for wild foules of the ayre. 380 


line ** fafetie”’ is a trifyllable; but we have had many inftances of the 
fame kind in the F. Q., and it does not any where require Todd’s two 
dots to indicate the faét. C. 
> Far of | f] beholding Ephialtes tide, 
Which once affai’d to burne this world fo wide.) 
“ Nam vinétus fedet immanis ferpentibus Othos, 
“ Deviétum meeftus procul adfpiciens Ephialten, 
** Conati quondam cum fint incendere mundum.” 
Spenfer tranflates devifum, “ tide,” [1. e. ¢éed,] as if it were devinfum ; 
and mundum, the world, which [here] means heaven. Perhaps procul 
here is not, far off, but near, not far off. It fhould be perhaps :— 
“‘Conati quondam cum fint iz/cendere mundum :” 


to feale the heavens. Everybody knows the ftory. Scaliger and Lin- 


_ benbrogius are filent here, and I have no other commentator to confult. 


Jortin. Heyne here reads devinflum in Spenfer’s fenfe, and ably de- 
fends the reading. Topp. In the firft line of this ftlanza Todd made 


nonfenfe of the paflage by mifprinting “I carried am” “I carried him :” 
not fo Profeffor Child. C. 
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Much do I feare among fuch fiends to fit ; 
Much do I feare back to them to repayre, 
To the black fhadowes of the Stygian fhore, 


Where wretched ghofts fit wailing evermore. 


“¢ There next the utmoft brinck doth he abide, 385 
That did the bankets of the Gods bewray, 

Whofe threat through thirft to nought nigh being dride 
His fenfe to feeke for eafe turnes every way: 

And he, that in avengement of his pride 

For fcorning to the facred Gods to pray, 390 
Againft a mountaine rolls a mightie ftone, 

Calling in vaine for reft, and can have none. 


“‘ Go ye with them, go, curfed damofells, 

Whofe bridale torches foule Erynnis tynde ;° 

And Hymen, at your Spoufalls fad, foretells 395 
Tydings of death and maffacre unkinde : 

With them that cruell Colchid mother dwells, 

The which conceiv’d in her revengefull minde 

With bitter woundes her owne deere babes to flay, 

And murdred troupes upon great heapes to lay. 4.00 


“© There alfo thofe two Pandionian maides, 

Calling on Itis, Itis! evermore, 

Whom, wretched boy, they flew with guiltie blades ; 
For whome the Thracian king lamenting fore, 

Turn’d to a Lapwing, fowlie them upbraydes, 405 
And fluttering round about them? ftill does fore: 


© foule Erynnis tynde.] Kindled or lighted. See alfo F. Q. ii. viii. 
11 [vol. ii. p. 219]5 iii. vii. 15 Lvol. li. p. 469]. Topp. The word 
(a common one, in ufe down to the time of Dryden) occurs again in the 
fame fenfe in]. 504 of this poem. C. 

d And fluttering round about them.] Todd takes no notice of the 
variation of copies hére: the 4to. has flattering, and the folios ‘¢ flutter- 
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There now they all eternally complaine 
Of others wrong, and fuffer endles paine. 


‘¢ But the two brethren borne of Cadmus blood, 

Whilft each does for the Soveraignty contend, 410 
Blinde through ambition, and with vengeance wood, 
Each doth againft the others bodie bend 

His curfed fteele, of neither well withftood, 

And with wide wounds their carcafes doth rend ; 

That yet they both doe mortall foes remaine, 415 
Sith each with brothers bloudie hand was flaine. 


‘* Ah (weladay !)° there is no end of paine, 

Nor chaunge of labour may intreated bee ; 

Yet I beyond all thefe am carried faine, 

Where other powers farre different I fee, 420 
And mutt paffe over to th’ Elifian plaine: 

There grim Perfephone, encountring mee, 

Doth urge her fellow Furies earneftlie 

With their bright firebronds me to terrifie. 


“ There chaft Alcefte lives inviolate, 425 
Free from all care, for that her hufbands daies 

She did prolong by changing fate for fate. 

Lo! there lives alfo the immortall praife 

Of womankinde, moft faithfull to her mate, 

Penelope; and from her farre awayes 430 


? 


ing: we adopt the laft with hefitation; for the firft may poflibly be 
right, in reference to the flattering manner in which the lapwing leads 
people to fuppofe they are near its neft, when they are far from it. C. 

© Ah (weladay!)] Such is the popular interjection, and not waladay, 
as it is mifprinted in the firft impreffion, and as Todd would preferve it, 
merely becaufe it comes neareft walaway; but he himfelf mentions ze/- 
away, and if Spenfer had fo intended, he would probably fo have written 
and printed. C. 
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A ruleffe rout’ of yongmen, which her woo’d, 
All flaine with darts, lie wallowed in their blood. 


«¢ And fad Eurydice thence now no more 
Mutt turne to life, but there detained bee 

For looking back, being forbid before : 

Yet was the guilt thereof, Orpheus, in thee. 
Bold fure he was, and worthie fpirite bore, 
That durft thofe loweft fhadowes goe to fee, 
And could beleeve that anie thing could pleafe 
Fell Cerberus, or Stygian powres appeatfe : 


“‘ Ne feard the burning waves of Phlegeton, 

Nor thofe fame mournfull kingdomes, compafled 
With ruftie horrour and fowle fafhion ; 

And deep digd vawtes ; and Tartar covered 

With bloodie night, and darke confufion ; 

And judgement feates, whofe Judge is deadlie dred, 
A judge, that after death doth punifh fore 

The faults which life hath trefpaffed before. 


<< But valiant fortune made Dan Orpheus bolde ; 
For the fwift running rivers ftill did ftand, 

And the wilde beafts their furie did withhold, 

To follow Orpheus muficke through the land: 
And th’ Okes, deep grounded in the earthly molde, 
Did move, as if they could him underftand ; 

And the fhrill woods,’ which were of fenfe bereav’d, 
Through their hard barke his filver found receav’d. 


435 
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455 


f 4 ruleffe rout.| A lawlefs rout, as we fhould now fay. I confider 
ruleffe, i.e. not fubjeG to rule, as an adjective of Spenfer’s coinage. ‘Topp. 
No other inftance of its ufe has been yet pointed out. Todd printed 


“© woo'd”? wood, as if the word fignified mad or afore C3 


g And the forill woods.| The applicability of the epithet < fhrill” 


to woods is not very apparent; but it is the text of every old edition, 


and may mean whi/fling woods: we might read, ‘¢ /#i/7 woods.” C. 
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VIRGILS GNAT. 
““ And eke the Moone her haftie fteedes did ftay, 


Drawing in teemes along the ftarrie fkie ; 
And didft (O monthly Virgin!) thou delay 
Thy nightly courfe, to heare his melodie ? 
The fame was able with like lovely lay 

The Queene of hell to move as eafily, 

To yeeld Eurydice unto her fere 

Backe to be borne, though it unlawfull were. 


“¢ She, (Ladie) having well before approoved 
The feends to be too cruell and fevere, 
Obferv’d th’ appointed way, as her behooved, 
Ne ever did her ey-fight turne arere, 

Ne ever fpake, ne caufe of fpeaking mooved ; 
But, cruell Orpheus, thou much crueller, 
Seeking to kiffe her, brok’ft the Gods decree, 
And thereby mad’ft her ever damn’d to be. 


“Ah! but {weete love of pardon worthie is, 
And doth deferve to have fmall faults remitted, 
If Hell at leaft things lightly done amis 

Knew how to pardon, when ought is omitted ; 
Yet are ye both received into blis, 

And to the feates of happie foules admitted : 
And you, befide the honourable band 

Of great Heroés, doo in order ftand. 


‘“« There be the two ftout fonnes of Aeacus, 
Fierce Peleus, and the hardie Telamon, 
Both feeming now full glad and joyeous 
Through their Syres dreadfull jurifdiction, 
Being the Judge of all that horrid hous: 
And both of them, by ftrange occafion, 
Renown’d in choyce of happie marriage 
Through Venus grace, and vertues cariage. 
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< For th’ one was ravifht of his owne bondmaide, 
The faire Ixione captiv’d from Troy ; 

But th’ other was with Thetis love affaid, 

Great Nereus his daughter and his joy. 

On this fide them there is a yongman layd, 
Their match in glorie, mightie, fierce, and coy ; 
That from th’ Argolick fhips with furious yre 
Bett back the furie of the Trojan fyre. 


<Q! who would not recount the ftrong divorces 
Of that great warre, which Trojanes oft behelde ? 
And oft beheld the warlike Greekifh forces, 
When Teucrian foyle with bloodie rivers {welde, 
And wide Sigzan fhores were fpred with corfes, 
And Simois and Xanthus blood outwelde ; 
Whilft Heéor raged with outragious minde, 


Flames, weapons, wounds, in Greeks fleete to have tynde. 


“For Ida felfe, in ayde of that fierce fight, 

Out of her mountaines miniftred fupplies ; 

And, like a kindly nourfe, did yeeld (for {pight) 
Store of firebronds out of her nourferies 

Unto her fofter children, that they might 

Inflame the Navie of their enemies, 

And all the Rhetzan fhore to afhes turne, 

Where lay the fhips which they did feeke to burne. 


«¢ Gainft which the noble fonne of Telamon 
Oppof’d himfelfe, and, thwarting his huge fhield, 
Them battell bad, gainft whom appeard anon 
Heétor, the glorie of the Trojan field : 

Both fierce and furious in contention 
Encountred, that their mightie ftrokes fo fhrild, 
As the great clap of thunder which doth ryve 
The ratling heavens, and cloudes afunder dryve. 
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‘So th’ one with fire and weapons did contend 

To cut the fhips from turning home againe 

To Argos; th’ other ftrove for to defend? 

The force of Vulcane with his might and maine. 

Thus th’ one Aeacide did his fame extend ; Jt gifs 
But th’ other joy’d, that, on the Phrygian playne 
Having the blood of vanquifht Hector fhedd, 

He compaft Troy thrice’ with his bodie dedd. 


‘“‘ Againe great dole on either partie grewe, 

That him to death unfaithfull Paris fent ; 530 
And alfo him that falfe Ulyfles flewe, 

Drawne into danger through clofe ambufhment ; 
Therefore from him Laertes fonne his vewe 

Doth turne afide, and boafts his good event 

In working of Strymonian Rheefus fall, 535 
And efte in Dolons fubtile furpryfall.* 


“‘ Againe the dreadfull Cycones him difmay, 

And blacke Leftrigones, a people ftout: 

Then greedie Scilla, under whom there bay 

Manie great bandogs which her gird about : 54.0 
Then doo the Aetnean Cyclops him affray, 

And deep Charybdis gulphing in and out: 


» th’ other ftrove for to defend.| Repel. This is a Latinifm, and 
an elegant boldnefs. See alfo F. Q. ii. xii. 63 [vol. ii. p. 325]. Jor- 
Tin. ‘This ‘elegant boldnefs”? was common to nearly all the poets of 
the time: it was by no means peculiar to Spenfer to employ < defend” 
in the fenfe of forbid or repel. C. 

' He compaft Troy thrice.] ‘ Thrice” is not in the original. Virgil 
affirms it indeed, En. i. 487, contrary to Homer’s account of it. 


_ Jortin. Heétor fled * thrice about the walls of Troy,” but his dead 


body was not dragged thrice round by Achilles. C. 

* fubtile furpryfall.| The folio of 1611 judicioufly altered the ori- 
ginal word /lye to fubtile, which completes the meafure. Topp. The 
emphafis is of courfe upon the firft fyllable of * furpryfall.” C. 


| 
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Laftly the {qualid lakes of Tartarie,' 
And griefly Feends of hell him terrifie. 


“¢ There alfo goodly Agamemnon botfts, 

The glorie of the ftock of Tantalus, 

And famous light of all the Greekifh hofts ; 
Under whofe conduét moft victorious, 

The Dorick flames confum’d the Iliack pofts. 
Ah! but the Greekes themfelves more dolorous, 
To thee, O Troy! paid penaunce for thy fall ; 
In th’ Hellefpont™ being nigh drowned all. 


«© Well may appeare by proofe of their mifchaunce, 


The chaungfull turning of mens flipperie ftate, 
That none whom fortune freely doth advaunce, 
Himfelfe therefore to heaven fhould elevate ; 
For loftie type of honour, through the glaunce 
Of envies dart, is downe in duft proftrate, 

And all that vaunts in worldly vanitie 

Shall fall through fortunes mutabilitie. 


«¢ Th’ Argolicke power returning home againe, 
Enricht with fpoyles of th’ Ericthonian towre, 
Did happie winde and weather entertaine, 


And with good {peed the fomie billowes {cowre : 


No figne of ftorme, no feare of future paine, 
Which foone enfued them with heavie ftowre. 
Nereis to the Seas a token gave, 


The whiles their crooked keeles the furges clave. 


<¢ Suddenly, whether through the Gods decree, 


543 


555 


560 


| the fqualid lakes of Tartarie.| See vol. i. p. 297, where Tartary 
alfo occurs for Tartarus. Hell has been called sTartar” inl. 444. C. 
m Jn th’ Hellefpont, &c.] ‘This tranflation is wide of the text, and 
the text is corrupted. See Scaliger. The Greeks fuffered nothing in 


the Hellefpont. Jorrin. 


MEST SHIN SAE ba el 
any set 
* ity 
ite bese jnth 


il 
ER EH ete TENN 


<TR UBS EEMI 
mean at 
peditety 


avo VIRGILS GNAT. 
Or hapleffe rifing of fome froward ftarre, 


The heavens on everie fide enclowded bee - 

Black ftormes and fogs are blowen up from farre, 

That now the Pylote can no loadftarre fee, 

But fkies and feas doo make moft dreadful] watre ; 

The bitlowes ftriving to the heavens to reach, 575 
And th’ heavens ftriving them for to impeach." 


57° 


‘“* And in avengement of their bold attempt, 

Both Sun and ftarres and all the heavenly powres 
Confpire in one to wreake their rath contempt, 

And downe on them to fall from higheft towres : 580 
The fkie, in pieces feeming to be rent, 

Throwes lightning forth, and haile, and harmful fhowres, 
That death on everie fide to them appeares 

In thoufand formes, to worke more ghaftly feares. 


‘Some in the greedie flouds are funke and drent 


585 
Some on the rocks of Caphareus are throwne ; 
Some on th’ Euboick Cliffs in pleces rent ; 
Some fcattred on the Hercezan fhores unknowne sP 
And manie loft, of whom no moniment 
Remaines, nor memorie is to be fhowne: 590 


Whilft all the purchafe of the Phrigian pray, 
Toft on falt billowes, round about doth ftray. 


“‘ Here manie other like Heroés bee, 
Equall in honour to the former crue, 


" them for to impeach.| Hinder. Spenfer fpells it empeach, vol. i. 
p- 3133 where fee the note on the double meaning in Englifh of the 
words empeach and “impeach.” C 


° are funke and drent.| Drowned. See F. Q. ii. vi. 49 [vol. ii. p. 


_1gt], and “The Teares of the Mufes,” ver. 210. Topp. See alfo 


vol. ill. p. 420. Drent is the old participle: A. S. drencian. C. 

P on the Hercean foores unknowne.] Heraaque late litora.” See 
Scaliger, who reads Gyrea or 4ogea. ‘* Hercean fhores unknown” is 
pleafant enough, there being no fuch fhores in rerum natura. JorTIN. 
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Whom ye in goodly feates may placed fee, 
Defcended all from Rome by linage due ; 


From Rome, that holds the world in fovereigntie, 


And doth all Nations unto her fubdue : 
Here Fabii and Decii doo dwell, 


Horatii that in vertue did excell. 


<< And here the antique fame of ftout Camill 
Doth ever live ; and conftant Curtius, 

Who, ftifly bent his vowed life to {pill 

For Countreyes health, a gulph moft hideous 
Amidft the Towne with his owne corps did fill, 
T’ appeafe the powers ; and prudent. Mutitus, 
Who in his flefh endur’d the fcorching flame, 
To daunt his foe by enfample of the fame. 


« And here wife Curius, companion 

Of noble vertues, lives in endles rett ; 

And ftout Flaminius, whofe devotion 

Taught him the fires {corn’d furie to detett ; 
And here the praife of either Scipion 

Abides in higheft place above the beft, 

To whom the ruin’d walls of Carthage vow’d, 


Trembling? their forces, found their praifes lowd. 


“«¢ Live they for ever through their lafting praife ! 


But I, poore wretch, am forced to retourne 
To the fad lakes that Phoebus funnie rayes 


Doo never fee, where foules doo alwaies mourne ; 


And by the wayling fhores to wafte my dayes, 
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620 


Where Phlegeton with quenchles flames doth burne ; 


By which juft Minos righteous foules doth fever 


From wicked ones, to live in bliffe for ever. 


4 Trembling.) Forfan trebling : fee « Henry VIL.” A. peas. o 4. 
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“« Me therefore thus the cruell fiends of hell, 625 
Girt with long fnakes, and thoufand yron chaynes, 
Through doome of that their cruell Judge, compell 
With bitter torture, and impatient paines, 

Caufe of my death and juft complaint to tell : 

For thou art he whom my poore ghoft complaines 630 
To be the author of her ill unwares, 

That careles hear’ft my intollerable cares. 


“Them therefore as bequeathing to the winde, 

I now depart, returning to thee never, 

And leave this lamentable plaint behinde: 635 
But doo thou haunt the foft downe rolling river, 

And wilde greene woods and fruitful paftures minde ; 
And let the flitting aire my vaine words fever.” 

Thus having faid, he heavily departed 


With piteous crie, that anie would have {marted. 640 


Now, when the floathfull fit of lifes fweete reft 

Had left the heavie Shepheard, wondrous cares 

Fis inly grieved minde full fore opprett ; 

That balefull forrow he no longer beares 

For that Gnats death, which deeply was imprett, 64.5 
But bends what ever power his aged yeares 

Fim lent, yet being fuch, as through their might 

He lately flue his dreadfull foe in fight. 


By that fame River lurking under greene, 
Fftfoones he gins to fafhion forth a place ; 650 
And, fquaring it in compaffe well befeene, 

There plotteth out a tombe by meafured {pace : 

Fis yron-headed fpade tho making cleene, 

To dig up fods out of the flowrie graffe, 

His worke he fhortly to good purpofe brought, 655 
Like as he had conceiv’d it in his thought. 
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An heape of earth he hoorded up on hie, 

Enclofing it with banks on everie fide, 

And thereupon did raife full bufily 

A little mount, of greene turfts edifide ;* 660 
And on the top of all, that paffers by 

Might it behold, the toomb he did provide 

Of fmootheft marble ftone in order fet, 

That never might his luckie {cape forget. 


And round about he taught {weete flowres to growe: 665 
The Rofe engrained in pure {carlet die ; 

The Lilly frefh, and Violet belowe ; 

The Marigolde, and cherefull Rofemarie ; 

The Spartan Mirtle,* whence {weet gumb does flowe ; 
The purple Hyacinthe, and frefh Coftmarie ; 670 
And Saffron, fought for in Cilician foyle ; 

And Lawrell, th’ ornament of Phoebus toyle. 


Frefh Rhododaphne, and the Sabine flowre, 

Matching the wealth of th’ auncient Frankincence ; 
And pallid Yvie, building his owne bowre ; 675 
And Box, yet mindfull of his olde offence ;* 

Red Amaranthus, luckleffe Paramour ; 

Oxeye ftill greene, and bitter Patience ; 


t of greene turfs edifide.| Built. See the note on this word, F. Q. 
i. i. 34 [vol. i. p. 187]. Topp. 

s The Spartan Mirtle.] ‘‘ Spartica Myrtus,” which, whatever it 
be, is not Spartan. Spentfer adds, «« whence fweet gumb does flowe ;” 
which is an infertion of his own. JorrTin. 

t And Box, yet mindfull of bis olde offence.] ‘* Et Bocchus Libyz 
Regis memor.” ‘Thus anything may be made out ofanything. JorTIN. 
I may not difmifs the learned reader with Dr. Jortin’s pleafantry on 
Spenfer, without citing alfo the obfervation of Heyne on Bocchus: 
«© Quod aliunde non conftat, ex hoc loco difcimus, florem fuiffe Boccxt 
NOMINE infignitum. Rex ‘le Mauritanie facile hunc honorem confequi 

otuit Jub Regis beneficio, quem cum de aliis rerum naturis tum de 
plantis fcripfifle ex Plinio tenemus, &c.” ‘Topp. 
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Ne wants there pale Narciffe, that, in a well 
Seeing his beautie, in love with it fell. 680 


And whatfoever other flowre of worth, 

And whatfo other hearb of lovely hew, 

The joyous Spring out of the ground brings forth, 

To cloath her felfe in colours freth and new, 

He planted there, and reard a mount of earth, 685 
In whofe high front was writ as doth enfue. 


To thee, /mall Gnat, in lieu of his life faved, 
The Shepheard hath thy deaths record engraved. 


PROSOPOPOIA: 


OR 


MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


BYeED SE. 


DEDICATED TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE, 


THE LADIE COMPTON AND MOUNTEGLE. 


LEO IN TOMO) IN: 
Imprinted for William Ponfonbie, 
dwelling in Paules Churchyard 
at the figne of the 
Bifhops head. 


15gl. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, THE 


LADIE COMPTON AND MOUNTEGLE. 


OST faire and vertuous Ladie; having often 
fought opportunitie by fome good meanes to 

make knowen to your Ladifhip the humble affection and 
faithfull duetie, which I have alwaies profefled, and am 
bound to beare to that Houfe, from whence yee {pring, I 
have at length found occafion to remember the fame, by 
making a fimple prefent to you of thefe my idle labours ; 
which having long fithens compofed in the raw conceipt 
of my youth, I lately amongft other papers lighted upon, 
and was by others, which liked the fame, mooved to fet 
them foorth. Simple is the device, and the compofition 
meane, yet carrieth fome delight, even the rather becaufe 
of the fimplicitie and meannefle thus perfonated. The 
fame I befeech your Ladifhip take in good part, as a 
pledge of that profeflion which I have made to you; and 
keepe with you untill, with fome other more worthie 
labour, I do redeeme it out of your hands, and difcharge 
my utmoft dutie. Till then, wifhing your Ladifhip all 


increafe of honour and happineffe, I humblie take leave. 
Your La: ever humbly ; 
JID), Ber 
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MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


E\W4'T was the month in which the righteous 
Ae ° 

ss SS Maide, 

XN Ps ray . ° 

Bp ’ That for difdaine of finfull worlds up- 


; Lax braide 
: Fled back to heaven, whence fhe was firft 
conceived, 
Into her filver bowre the Sunne received ; 
And the hot Syrian Dog on him awayting, 5 


After the chafed Lyons cruell bayting, 

Corrupted had th’ ayre with his noy{fome breath, 

And powr’d on th’ earth plague, peftilence, and death. 
Emongtt the reft a wicked maladie 


Raign’d emongft men, that manie did to die, 10 


@ Mother Hubberds Tale.] In this Poem we have a fpecimen of 
Spenfer’s genius in Satire, a talent he very feldom exercifed. ‘This 
Fable is after the old manner of Chaucer, of whom it is an excellent 
imitation ; and perhaps the antiquated ftyle has no ill effect in improving 
the humour of the ftory: the morality of it is admirable. Every one 
will obferve that keennefs of wit, with which he has reprefented the 
arts of ill courtiers. In the defcription of a good courtier, which is fo 
finely fet off by the contrary charaéters, it is believed the author had in 
his view Sir Philip Sidney, of whom this feems to be a very juft as well 
as beautiful pi€ture. HuGHEs. 

IV. S.C 
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Depriv’d of fenfe and ordinarie reafon, 

That it to Leaches feemed ftrange and geafon.” 

My fortune was, mongft manie others moe, 

To be partaker of their common woe; 

And my weake bodie, fet on fire with griefe, 15 
Was rob’d of reft and naturall reliefe. 

In this ill plight there came to vifite mee 

Some friends, who, forie my fad cafe to fee, 

Began to comfort me in chearfull wife, 

And meanes of gladfome folace to devife : 20 
But feeing kindly fleep refufe to doe 

His office, and my feeble eyes forgoe, 

They fought my troubled fenfe how to deceave 
With talke, that might unquiet fancies reave ; 

And fitting all in feates about me round, 

With pleafant tales (fit for that idle ftound) 

They caft in courfe to wafte the wearie howres. 
Some tolde of Ladies, and their Paramoures ; 

Some of brave Knights, and their renowned Squires ; 
Some of the Faeries and their ftrange attires ; 

And fome of Giaunts, hard to be beleeved = 

That the delight thereof me much releeved. 
Amongft the reft a good old woman was, 

Hight Mother Hubberd, who did farre {urpas 

The reft in honeft mirth, that feem’d her well : 

She, when her turne was come her tale to tell, 


Cah) 


> ftrange and geafon.| Uncommon. See the note on FQ. vive 
37 [this vol. p. 187], and ‘* Vifions of the Worlds Vanity,” ver. 5. 
Topp. The expreflion ** ftrange and geafon ” may appear a little tauto- 
logous, but it was in frequent ule; and if Todd’s etymology be accepted, 
viz. that “‘geafon” is from the Gothic geifn, we may very fairly un- 
derftand it as wonderful: geifn is to be aftonifhed, or amazed. C. 

© And fome of Giaunts, hard to be beleeved.] R. Burton (“ Ana- 


| tomy of Melancholy,” edit. 1624, p. 230) feems to have had this paf- 


{age in his mind when he wrote—“ The ordinary recreations which we 
have in Winter, &c. are merry ‘Tales of Errant Knights, Kings, Queens, 
Lovers, Lords, Ladies, Giants, Dwarfs, Thieves, Fairies.” Topp. 


| 
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Tolde of a ftrange adventure, that betided 
Betwixt the Foxe and th’ Ape by him mifguided ; 
The which, for that my fenfe it greatly pleafed, 
All were my fpirite heavie and defeafed, 40 
Ile write in termes as fhe the fame did fay, 
So well as I her words remember may. 
No Mufes aide me needs heretoo to call ; 
Bafe is the ftyle, and matter meane withall. 
Whilome (faid fhe) before the world was civill, 45 
The Foxe and th’ Ape, difliking of their evill 
And hard eftate, determined to feeke 
Their fortunes farre abroad, lyeke with his lyeke, 
For both were craftie and unhappie witted ;* 
Two fellowes might no where be better fitted. 50 
The Foxe, that firft this caufe of griefe did finde, 
Gan firft thus plaine his cafe with words unkinde. 
‘“« Neighbour Ape, and my Gofhip* eke befide, 
(Both two fure bands in friendfhip to be tide) 
To whom may I more truftely complaine 55 
The evill plight that doth me fore conftraine, 
And hope thereof to finde due remedie ? 
Heare, then, my paine and inward agonie. 
Thus manie yeares I now have {pent and worne 
In meane regard, and bafeft fortunes {corne, 60 
Dooing my Countrey fervice as I might, 
No leffe, I dare faie, than the prowdeft wight ; 
And ftill I hoped to be up advaunced, 
For my good parts; but ftill it hath mifchaunced. 
Now therefore that no lenger hope I fee, 65 


4 and unhappie witted.] i.e. and wickedly, or mifchievoufly witted : 
this was a very common fenfe of the word of old, and it was alfo fome- 
times ufed merely for wn/ucky: fee the note to * All’s Well that Ends 
Well,” AG iv.iSe. 5.edit.. 1853. C; 

© and my Gofbip.| See the note on F. Q.1, xil. 11. Topp. It is 
miffpelt by Todd here *< goflip,” and it is “ goflib” in vol. ii. p. 70. The 
orthography ftriétly is godfib 5 but Spenfer has it *‘ goflip” afterwards. C. 
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But froward fortune ftill to follow mee, 

And lofels lifted up on high, where I did looke,' 

I meane to turne the next leafe of the booke: 

Yet, ere that anie way I doo betake, 

I meane my Goffip privie firft to make.” 70 
‘‘Ah! my deare Goffip, (anfwer’d then the Ape) 
Deeply doo your fad words my wits awhape,? 

Both for becaufe your griefe doth great appeare, 

And eke becaufe my felfe am touched neare: 

For I likewife have wafted much good time, 75 
Still wayting to preferment up to clime, 

Whileft others alwayes have before me ftept, 

And from my beard the fat away have {wept ; 

That now unto defpaire I gin to growe, 

And meane for better winde about to throwe. 80 
Therefore to me, my truftie friend, aread 

Thy councell: two is better then one head.” 

“* Certes (faid he) I meane me to difouize 

In fome ftraunge habit, after uncouth wize ; 

Or like a Pilgrim, or a Lymiter, 85 
Or like a Gipfen, or a Juggeler, 

And fo to wander to the worldes ende,' 

To feeke my fortune, where I may it mend: 


' And lofels lifted up on bigh, where I did looke.| Todd omitted 
“up on” becaufe he did not find them in “the firft folio” [1611]; 
but Spenfer may have intended the line to be redundant, and we con- 
fiftently follow the text of the original Ato. He yer 

& my wits awhape.| Terrify (aftonifb]. See the note on F. Q. 
Vv. xi. 32 [this vol. p.- 12]. Topp. See alfo vol. iii. p- 195, where 
the fenfe required is the fame. C. 

" or a Lymiter.] A Friar licenfed to beg within a certain diftri@. 
See Pro]. Cant. T.” 209. Tyrwuirrr. 

1 And fo to wander to the worldes ende.| We have had no hefitation 
in printing ewor/ds of the original Ato. 1591 ‘* worldes,” in conformity 
with Spenfer’s frequent practice, in order to indicate that it was to be 
pronounced as two fyllables: it ftands “worldes”’ in the folios, and 
Todd’s two dots, over the e in the laft fyllable, are merely fuperfluous 
to an ear of any nicety. C. 
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For worfe than that I have I cannot meete. 
Wide is the world I wote, and everie ftreete 
Is full of fortunes, and adventures ftraunge, 
Continuallie fubject unto chaunge. 

Say, my faire brother now, if this device 
Doth like you, or may you to like entice.” 


“Surely (faid th’ Ape) it likes me wondrous well ; 


And would ye not poore fellowfhip expell, 

My felfe would offer you t’ accompanie 

In this adventures chauncefull jeopardie : 

For to wexe olde at home in idlenefie 

Is difadventrous, and quite fortuneleffe ; 

Abroad, where change is, good may gotten bee.” 
The Foxe was glad, and quickly did agree: 

So both refolv’d, the morrow next enfuing, 

So foone as day appeard to peoples vewing, 

On their intended journey to proceede ; 

And over night whatfo theretoo did neede 

Each did prepare, in readines to bee. 

The morrow next, fo foone as one might fee 

Light out of heavens windowes forth to looke, 

Both their habiliments unto them tooke, 


And put themfelves (a Gods name) on their way ; 


Whenas the Ape, beginning well to wey 
This hard adventure, thus began t’ advife. 

<¢ Now read, Sir Reynold, as ye be right wife, 
What courfe ye weene is beft for us to take, 
That for our felves we may a living make. 
Whether fhall we profeffe fome trade or fkill, 
Or fhall we varie our device at will, 

Even as new occafion appeares ! 

Or thall we tie our felves for certaine yeares 
To anie fervice, or to anie place? 

For it behoves, ere that into the race 

We enter, to refolve firft hereupon.” 
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‘‘ Now furely brother (faid the Foxe anon) 

Ye have this matter motioned in feafon ; 125 
For everie thing that is begun with reafon 

Will come by readie meanes unto his end, 

But things mifcounfelled muft needs mifwend.« 

Thus therefore I advize upon the cafe, 

That not to anie certaine trade or place, 130 
Nor anie man, we fhould our felves applie ; 

For why fhould he that is at libertie 

Make himfelfe bond? fith then we are free borne, 

Let us all fervile bafe fubjection f{corne ; 

And as we bee fonnes of the world fo wide, 135 
Let us our fathers heritage divide, 

And chalenge to our felves our portions dew 

Of all the patrimonie, which a few 

Now hold in hugger mugger’ in their hand, 

And all the reft doo rob of good and land. 140 
For now a few have all, and all have nought, 

Yet all be brethren ylike dearly bought : 

There is no right in this partition, 


* But things mifcounfelled muff needs mifwend.] i. e. muft needs go 
amifs. "To ** wend ” feems no part of the verb zo £0, nor “* mifwend”’ 
of the verb to mifgo: to go is properly the tranflation of “ to wend.” 
In the:F. Q: Bo iv.'Cr%5: Susouvolaum p. 169), we have the par- 
ticiple mi/went s and in the laft line of the fame canto “went” is a 
noun fubftantive, meaning a way or journey. C. 


| now hold in hugger mugger.) In fecret, Fr. en cachette, Cotgrave. 
See his Dict. in v. v. Cachette and Hugger mugger. Florio, in his 
Italian Dictionary, as Mr. Malone alfo has obferved, renders this ex- 
preflion by dina/cofo. Shakefpeare ufes it in « Hamlet” [Act iv. Sc. 5], 
which Mr. Steevens thinks the poet took from Sir Thomas North’s 
tranflation of Plutarch: “ Antonius thinking that his body fhould be 
honourably buried, and not iz hugger-mugger.” Topp. Shakefpeare 
may have met with the expreffion in many other writers: we quote 
the following from J. Heywood’s «« Spider and Fly,” 4to. 1556, where it 
is {pelt differently (and perhaps derived differently) from any of the 
citations in our dictionaries :— 

“‘ What brute might breede to you more infamie 

Then here in bucker-mucker me to murder ?” Sign. Ciij b. C. 
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Ne was it fo by inftitution 

Ordained firft, ne by the law of Nature, 145 
But that fhe gave like blefling to each creture, 

As well of worldly livelode as of life, 

That there might be no difference nor {trife, 

Nor ought cald mine or thine: thrice happie then 

Was the condition of mortall men. 150 
That was the golden age of Saturne old, 

But this might better be the world of gold ; 

For without golde now nothing wilbe got, 

Therefore (if pleafe you) this fhalbe our plot : 

We will not be of anie occupation ; 155 
Let fuch vile vaffalls, borne to bafe vocation, 

Drudge in the world, and for their living droyle,” 
Which have no wit to live withouten toyle ; 

But we will walke about the world at pleafure 

Like two free men, and make our eafe a treafure. 160 
Free men fome beggers call, but they be free, 

And they which call them fo more beggers bee ; 

For they doo fwinke and {weate to feed the other, 
Who live like Lords of that which they doo gather, 
And yet doo never thanke them for the fame, 165 
But as their due by Nature doo jeciame. 

Such will we fafhion both our felves to bee, 

Lords of the world ; and fo will wander free 


m for their living droyle.| ‘Yo * droyle,” or droil, is to drudge, to 
labour. In fome writers the word is droy, both in the verb and fub- 
ftantive : Stubbes, in his “« Anatomy of Abules,” 1583, F. 8 b, fpeaks of 
««any droye or pufsle in the countrey :” and Gafcoigne, in his ‘Steele 
Glafs,” edit. 1587, fo. 301, has this line :— 

<¢ But he which can in office drudge and droy 5” 
but in “ The Remedy againft Love,” by W. A. 1579; Sign. D. b, we 
have droi/ in perhaps its moft ancient form :-— 
«« A bond man to his appetites, 
A drudge unto a droyelle.”’ 
The word is by no means fo uncommon as might be fuppofed from the 
few inftances in our diétionaries. C. 
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Where fo us lifteth, uncontrol’d of anie: 

Hard is our hap, if we (emongft fo manie) 
Light not on fome that may our ftate amend ; 
Sildome but fome good commeth ere the end.” 

Well feemd the Ape to like this ordinaunce : 

Yet well confidering of the circumftaunce, 

As paufing in great doubt, awhile he ftaid, 
And afterwards with grave advizement faid: 
“I cannot, my lief brother, like but well 

The purpofe of the complot which ye tell; 

For well I wot (compar’d to all the reft 

Of each degree) that Beggers life is beft ; 

And they, that thinke themfelves the beft of all 
Oft-times to begging are content to fall. 

But this I wot withall, that we thall ronne 

Into great daunger, like to bee undonne, 

Thus wildly to wander" in the worlds eye, 
Withouten pafport or good watraitye, 

For feare leaft we like rogues fhould be reputed, 
And for eare-marked beafts abroad be bruted, 
Therefore, I read that we our counfells call, 
How to prevent this mifchiefe ere it fall, 

And how we may, with moft fecuritie, 

Beg amongtt thofe that beggers doo defie.” 
“* Right well, deere Goffip, ye advized have, 
(Said then the Foxe) but I this doubt will fave, 
For ere we farther pafie I will devife 
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Be you the Souldier, for you likeft are 


For manly femblance, and {mall fkill in warre : 200 
I will but wayte on you, and, as occafion 
Falls out, my felfe fit for the fame will fafhion.” 
The pafport ended, both they forward went ; 
The Ape clad Souldierlike, fit for th’ intent, 
In a blew jacket with a croffe of redd 205 
And manie flits, as if that he had fhedd 
Much blood throgh many wounds therein receaved, 
Which had the ufe of his right arme bereaved. 
Upon his head an old Scotch cap he wore, 
With a plume feather all to peeces tore : 210 
His breeches were made after the new cut, 
Al Portugefe, loofe like an emptie gut ;° 
And his hofe broken high above the heeling, 
And his fhooes beaten out with traveling. 
But neither fword nor dagger he did beare ; 215 
Seemes that no foes revengement he did feare: 
In ftead of them a handfome bat he held, 
On which he leaned, as one farre in elde. 
Shame light on him, that through fo falfe illufion, 
Doth turne the name of Souldiers to abufion, 220 
And that, which is the nobleft myfterte, 
Brings to reproach and common infamie ! 
Long they thus travailed, yet never met 
Adventure which might them a working fet ; 
Yet manie waies they fought, and manie tryed, 225 


° Joofe like an emptie gut.| An extravagant heir is thus ludicroufly 
defcribed in a fimilar drefs, in ‘* Father Hubburds Tales,” 8vo. 1604. 
<‘ His breeches, a wonder to fee, were fu/ as deep as the middle of 
winter, or the roadeway between London and Winchefter; and fo 
large and wide withal, that I thinke within a twelve-month he might 
very well put all his lands in them, &c.” Topp. ‘Todd was not 
aware that there were two impreflions of Middleton’s humorous tract, 
both dated 1604, the title of the earlieft being “‘’The Ant and the 
Nightingale, or Father Hubburd’s Tales,” varying {till more from the 
title of Spenfer’s earlier production. C. 
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Yet for their purpofes none fit efpyed. 

At laft they chaunft to meet upon the way 

A fimple hufbandman in garments gray ; 

Yet though his vefture were but meane and bace, 

A good yeoman he was of honeft place, 

And more for thrift did care than for gay clothing: 

Gay without good is good hearts greateft loathing. 

The Foxe, him fpying, bad the Ape him dight 

To play his part, for loe! he was in fight 

That (if he er’d not) fhould them entertaine, 

And yeeld them timely profite for their paine. 

Eftfoones the Ape himfelfe gan up to reare, 

And on his fhoulders high his bat to beare, 

As if good fervice he were fit to doo ; 

But little thrift for him he did it too; 

And ftoutly forward he his fteps did ftraine, 

That like a handfome fwaine it him became. 
When as they nigh approached, that good man 

Seeing them wander loofly, firft began 

T” enquire, of cuftome, what and whence they were? 

To whom the Ape: “I am a Souldiere, 

That late in warres have fpent my deereft blood, 

And in long fervice loft both limbs and good ; 

And now, conftrain’d that trade to overgive, 

I driven am to feeke fome meanes to live: 

Which might it you in pitie pleafe t’ afford, 

I would be readie, both in deed and word, 

To doo you faithfull fervice all my dayes. 

This yron world (that fame he weeping fayes) 

Brings downe the ftowteft hearts to loweft {tate ; 

For miferie doth braveft mindes abate, 

And make them feeke for that they wont to {corne, 

Of fortune and of hope at once forlorne.” 

The honeft man, that heard him thus complaine, 

Was griev’d as he had felt part of his paine ; 
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And well difpos’d him fome reliefe to fhowe, 

Afkt if in hufbandrie he ought did knowe, 

To plough, to plant, to reap, to rake, to fowe, 

To hedge, to ditch, to thrafh, to thetch, to mowe? 
Or to what labour els he was prepar’d, 

For hufbands life is labourous and hard? 7 
Whenas the Ape him hard fo much to talke 

Of labour, that did from his liking balke, 

He would have flipt the coller handfomly, 

And to him faid: ‘‘ Good Sir, full glad am I, 

To take what paines may anie living wight ; 

But my late maymed limbs lack wonted might 
To doo their kindly fervices as needeth. 

Scarce this right hand the mouth with diet feedeth, 
So that it may no painfull worke endure, 

Ne to ftrong labour can it felfe enure ; 

But if that anie other place you have, 

Which afkes fmall paines, but thriftines to fave, 
Or care to overlooke, or truft to gather, 

Ye may me truft as your owne ghoftly father.” 

With that the hufbandman gan him avize, 

That it for him were fitteft exercife 

Cattell to keep, or grounds to overfee ; 

And afked him, if he could willing bee 

To keep his fheep, or to attend his fwyne, 

Or watch his mares, or take his charge of kyne? 
“¢ Gladly (faid he) what ever fuch like paine 

Ye put on me, | will the fame fuftaine ; 

But gladlieft I of your fleecie fheepe 

(Might it you pleafe) would take on me the keep. 
For ere that unto armes I me betooke, 

Unto my fathers fheepe I ufde to looke, 

That yet the fkill thereof I have not lofte: 
Thereto right well this Curdog, by my cofte, 
(Meaning the Foxe) will ferve my fheepe to gather, 
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And drive to follow after their Belwether.”’ 
The Hufbandman was meanly well content? 
Triall to make of his endevourment ; 
And, home him leading, lent to him the charge 
Of all his flocke, with libertie full large, 300 
Giving accompt of th’ annuall increce 
Both of their lambes, and of their woolley fleece. 
Thus is this Ape become a fhepheard {waine, 
And the falfe Foxe his dog (God give them paine !) 
For ere the yeare have halfe his courfe out-run, 305 
And doo returne from whence he firft begun, 
They fhall him make an ill accompt of thrift. 
Now whenas Time, flying with winges {wift, 
Expired had the terme, that thefe two javels4 
Should render up a reckning of their travels 310 
Unto their mafter, which it of them fought, 
E'xceedingly they troubled were in thought, 
Ne wift what anfwere unto him to frame, 
Ne how to {cape great punifhment, or fhame, 
For their falfe treafon and vile theeverie: 


315 
For not a lambe of all their flockes fupply 
Had they to fhew; but ever as they bred, 
They flue them, and upon their flefhes fed ; 
For that difguifed Dog lov’d blood to {pill, 
And drew the wicked Shepheard to his will. 320 


P Lhe Hufbandman was meanly well content.| A rather unufual appli- 
cation of the adverb, and it is probably to be underftood in the fenfe of 
indifferently well content. If « meanly” were a mifprint for mainly, 
the fenfe might be, that the hufbandman was very well content to make 
trial of the Ape. C. 

1 that thefe two javels.| Wandering or dirty fellows s perhaps, fays 
Dr. Johnfon, from the verb « to gavel,” i.e. to bemire, which is ftill 
retained in Scotland and the northern counties. See alfo v. 712. ‘Topp. 
It is a very ordinary old term of abufe, the etymology of which has not 
been fixed. In ‘Prompt. Parv.” “javell” is rendered by gerro, but 
it means not merely a babbler, but a talkative rafcal or fcoundrel of 
the loweft defcription. We may judge of the charaéter of the word 
from its frequent ufe by Skelton. C. 
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| So twixt them both they not a lambkin left, 
| And when lambes fail’d the old fheepes lives they reft ; 
That how t’ acquite themfelves unto their Lord 
| They were in doubt, and flatly fet abord. 
| The Foxe then counfel’d th’ Ape for to require 325 
Refpite till morrow t’ anfwere his defire ; 
For times delay new hope of helpe ftill breeds. 
The goodman granted, doubting nought their deeds, 
And bad next day that all fhould readie be: 
But they more fubtill meaning had than he ; 330 
For the next morrowes meed they clofely ment, 
For feare of afterclaps, for to prevent 5 
And that fame evening, when all fhrowded were 
In careles fleep, they without care or feare 
Cruelly fell upon their flock in folde, 335 
And of them flew at pleafure what they wolde. 
Of which whenas they feafted had their fill, 
For a full complement of all their ull 
They ftole away, and tooke their haftie flight, 
Carried in clowdes' of all-concealing night. 340 
So was the hufbandman left to his loffe, 
And they unto their fortunes change to toffe : 
After which fort they wandered long while, 
Abufing manie through their cloaked guile, 
That at the laft they gan to be deferyed 345 
Of everie one, and all their fleights efpyed. 
So as their begging now them failed quyte, 
For none would give, but all men would them wyte :° 


t Carried in clowdes.| The emendations in Drayton’s copy of the 
folio 1611 here become comparatively few ; but it is fit to notice that for 
<¢ Carried in clowdes,” which is rather an unufual expreffion, he reads, 
<< Cover'd in clowdes :” the two words might be eafily miftaken by the 
old printer, but we give the old: texte.C: 

s yl] men would them wyte. | Blame. See the note on * Shep. Cal.” 
May, ver. 159 [vol. i. p. 61]. Topp. See alfo this vol. p. 81, where 
<‘ wite” is a fubitantive, and various other places. C. 
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Yet would they take no paines to get their living, 
But feeke fome other way to gaine by giving, 
Much like to begging, but much better named, 
For manie beg which are thereof afhamed. 
And now the Foxe had gotten him a gowne, 
And th’ Ape a caffocke fidelong hanging downe ; 
For they their occupation meant to change, 
And now in other ftate abroad to range : 
For, fince their fouldiers pas no better fpedd, 
They forg’d another, as for Clerkes booke-redd. 
Who pafling foorth, as their adventures fell, 
Through manie haps, which needs not here to tell, 
At length chaunft with a formall Prieft to meete, 
Whom they in civill manner firft did greete, 
And after afkt an almes for Gods deare love. 
The man ftraight way his choler up did move, 
And with reproachfull tearmes gan them revile, 
For following that trade fo bafe and vile ; 
And afkt what licenfe, or what Pas they had?t 
“Ah! (faid the Ape, as fighing wondrous fad) 
Its an hard cafe, when men of good deferving 
Mutt either driven be perforce to fterving, 
Or afked for their pas by everie {quib," 
That lift at will them to revile or fnib -* 
‘ And afet what licenfe, or what Pas they had.] We have had 
“* their fouldier’s pas” mentioned juft above, and here we fee that ** clerks 
book-read ”’ required a licence to enable them lawfully to afk for alms. 
It may be noted that poor old John Stow, the chronicler, in his age 
and poverty had a licence to beg for his fubfiftence ; and we learn on 
the fame authority that this miferable expedient was of little avail, 


See the “* Continuance ” to Warner’s * Albion’s England,” 4to. 1606; 
—‘ Addrefs to the Reader.” Juft before, the fame writer {peaks of 
Spenfer and his dying poverty. C. 

_* everie fquib.] Any petty fellow. So in «The Tatler :” « The 
Jquibs, are thofe who in the common phrafe of the world are called 
libellers, lampooners, and pamphleteers.” Jounson. A « {quib ”’ feems 
properly a fire-work ; but it is ufed metaphorically. C, 

*“ revile or /nib.] See the note on this word, “* Shep. Cal.” Feb. y. 
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And yet (God wote) fmall oddes I often fee 

| Twixt them that afke, and them that afked bee. 

| Natheles, becaufe you fhall not us mifdeeme, 375 
But that we are as honeft as we feeme, 
Yee fhall our pafport at your pleafure fee, 
And then ye will (I hope) well mooved bee.” 
Which when the Prieft beheld, he vew’d it nere, 
As if therein fome text he ftudying were, 380 
But little els (God wote) could thereof fkill ; 
For read he could not evidence, nor will, 
Ne tell a written word, ne write a letter, 
Ne make one title worfe, ne make one better: 
Of fuch deep learning little had he neede, 385 
Ne yet of Latine, ne of Greeke, that breede 
Doubts mongft Divines, and difference of texts, 
From whence arife diverfitie of fects, 
And hatefull herefies, of God abhor’d: 
But this good Sir did follow the plaine word, 390 
Ne medled with their controverfies vaine ; 
All his care was, his fervice well to faine,’ 
And to read Homelies upon holidayes : 
When that was done, he might attend his playes ; 
An eafie life, and fit high God to pleafe. 395 

He, having overlookt their pas at eafe, 

Gan at the length them to rebuke againe, 
That no good trade of life did entertaine, 
But loft their time in wandring loofe abroad ; 
Seeing the world, in which they bootles boad,’ 4.00 
Had wayes enough for all therein to live ; 


126. IT. Warton. The word is * fnebbe” in the “Shep. Cal.;” 
but it is the fame as “ {nib,”’ and both are put for what we now ufually 
write /uub: fee vol. i. p. 26. C. 

y All his care was, bis fervice well to faine.| See the note on * Shep. 
Cal.” May, ver. 311 [vol. i. p. 66]. Toop. 

z in which they bootles boad.] i.e. bode, or did abide—in which they 
lived ufelefsly. C. 
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Such grace did God unto his creatures give. 
Said then the Foxe: ‘ Who hath the world not tride, 
From the right way full eath may wander wide: 
We are but Novices, new come abroad, 
We have not yet the tract of anie troad,° 
Nor on us taken anie ftate of life, 
But readie are of anie to make preife.? 
Therefore might pleafe you, which the world have proved, 
Us to advife, which forth but lately moved, 
Of fome good courfe that we might undertake ; 
Ye fhall for ever us your bondmen make.” 
The Prieft gan wexe halfe proud to be fo praide, 
And thereby willing to affoord them aide ; 
“< It feemes (faid he) right well that ye, beiClerkesay a+ 
Both by your wittie words, and by your werks. 
Is not that name enough to make a living 
To him that hath a whit of Natures giving? 
| How manie honeft men fee ye arize ; 
Daylie thereby, and grow to goodly prize ; 420 
| To Deanes, to Archdeacons, to Commiffaries, 
Ht To Lords, to Principalls, to Prebendaries ? 
All jolly Prelates, worthie rule to beare, 
Who ever them envie : yet {pite bites neare. 
Why fhould ye doubt, then, but that ye likewife 
Might unto fome of thofe in time arife? 
In the meane time to live in good eftate, 
Loving that love, and hating thofe that hate ; 
a 
* the tra of anie troad.] Path. See alfo «'The Shep. Cal.” July, 
ver. 14 [vol. i. p. 81]. Topp. Todd feems to miftake: « troad ” is 
not here a noun, but a verb—* we have not yet trodden the traét of 
any.” Trade is from the verb «to tread :” fee Richardfon’s Di. C. 
> of anie to make preife.| Here Spenfer wifhed « preife” to rhyme 
with ‘< life,” and therefore, adopting the German diphthong, fpelt it dif- 
ferently from his ufual method, priefor priefe. Todd refers to Chaucer 


for prefes but we have often had it before in Spenfer : fee vol. i. p. 
316, &c. ‘The word generally explains itfelf. C. 
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Being fome honeft Curate, or fome Vicker 

Content with little in condition ficker.* 4.30 
** Ah! but (faid th’ Ape) the charge is wondrous great, 
To feed mens foules, and hath an heavie threat.” 

‘“< To feede mens foules (quoth he) is not in man ; 

For they muft feed themfelves, doo what we can. 

We are but chare’d to lay the meate before : 435 
Fate they that lift, we need to doo no more. 

But God it is that feedes them with his grace, 

The bread of life powr’d downe from heavenly place. 
Therefore faid he, that with the budding rod 

Did rule the Jewes, “// /halbe taught of God. 4.40 
That fame hath Jefus Chrift now to him raught, 

By whom the flock is rightly fed, and taught : 

He is the Shepheard, and the Prieft 1s hee ; 

We but his fhepheard {waines ordain’d to bee. 
Therefore herewith doo not your felfe difmay ; 445 
Ne is the paines fo great, but beare ye may, 

For not fo great, as it was wont of yore, 

It’s now a dayes, ne halfe fo ftreight and fore. 

They whilome ufed duly everie day 

Their fervice and their holie things to fay, 450 
At morne and even, befides their Anthemes f{weete, 
Their penie Maffes, and their Complynes meete," 

Their Diriges,® their Trentals,* and their fhrifts,* 


© in condition ficker.| Sure. Spelt by Chaucer, fiker. ‘Topp. We 
have already had “‘ficker ” in vol. i. p. 96; and < fickernefs” in vol. 
it. p. 473, and in vol..il.p. 61. C. 

d and their Complynes meete.| Fr. Complie. Even-fong s the latt 
fervice of the day. Chaucer, “ Perf. Tale :”—** By general confeflion 
of Confiteor at Maffe, and at prime, and at complin,” &c. 'TYRWHITT. 
So called, fays Richardfon, becaufe it ‘* completes and clofes the oflices 
of the day.” » C. 

° Their Diriges.| The firft folio reads diriges, and perhaps rightly. 
The original edition, and fome others, dirges s which deftroys the metre 
of the verfe. If Spenfer meant dirges, we mutt {ubjoin amd. But fee 
Chaucer’s “* Lament. of Mary Magdalene,” ed. Urr. ver. 641 :— 
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Their memories,” their fingings, and their gifts. 

Now all thofe needleffle works are laid away ; 455 
Now once a weeke, upon the Sabbath day, 

It is enough to doo our {mall devotion, 

And then to follow any merrie motion. 

Ne are we tyde to faft, but when we litt; 

Ne to weare garments bafe of wollen twitt, 4.60 
But with the fineft filkes us to aray, 

That before God we may appeare more gay, 
Refembling Aarons glorie in his place: 

For farre unfit it is, that perfon bace 

Should with vile cloaths approach Gods majettie, 465 
Whom no uncleannes may approachen nie ; 

Or that all men, which anie mafter ferve, 

Good garments for their fervice fhould deferve ; 

But he that ferves the Lord of hoafts moft high, 

And that in higheft place, t’ approach him nigh, 470 
And all the peoples prayers to prefent 


Before his throne, as on ambaflage fent 


“J 


««'To finge my dirige with great devocion.” 

The poet might mean the popifh hymn beginning, “‘ Dirige greffus 
meos ;”? and not the lamentation for the dead, entitled a dirge; which 
indeed is not a contraction of dirige. See Verftegan’s diftin@ion in 
Johnfon’s Dictionary, under Dirge. Topp. Richardfon gives it as 
“« Dirge, or dirige,” and adds that it is fo called from the pfalm Dirige 
nos, domine s obferving that * no other plaufible origin has been affigned.” 
We are difpofed to agree with him. C. 

' their Trentals.| Un trentel, French, was a fervice of thirty Maffes, 
which were ufually celebrated, upon as many different days, for the 
dead. Du Cange, in V. Trentale. Tyrwnuitr. 

® and their fbrifts.| Confeffions. See the notes on /brive, F. Q. iv. 
xi. 6. Topp. Todd’s reference fhould have been to St. 26 [vol. iii. 
p- 301]5 and furely no farther explanation of fo common a term is 
neceflary. The word and the practice have both been revived. C. 

" Their memories.| By ‘* memories,” fays Fuller, we underftand the 
Obfequia for the dead, which fome fay fucceeded in the place of the 
heathen Parentalia. ‘They are mentioned in King Edward the Sixth’s 
*« Injunétions,” 1547. ‘* At Even-fong time the refponds, with all the 
memories, fhall be left off,” &c. Topp. 
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Both too and fro, fhould not deferve to weare 
A garment better than of wooll or heare. 
Befide, we may have lying by our fides 
Our lovely Laffes, or bright fhining Brides: 
We be not tyde to wilfull chaftitie, 
But have the Gofpell of free libertie.” 
By that he ended had his ghoftly fermon, 
The Foxe was well induc’d to be a Parfon, 
And of the Prieft eftfoones gan to enquire, 
How to a Benefice he might afpire? 
“¢ Marie, there (faid the Prieft) is arte indeed : 
Much good deep learning one thereout may reed ; 
For that the ground-worke is, and end of all, 
How to obtaine a Beneficiall. 
Firft, therefore, when ye have in handfome wife 
Your felfe attyred, as you can devife, 
Then to fome Noble man your felfe applye, 
Or other great one in the worldes eye, 
That hath a zealous difpofition 
To God, and fo to his religion. 
There muft thou fafhion eke a godly zeale, 
Such as no carpers may contrayre reveale ; 
For each thing fained ought more warie bee. 
There thou muft walke in fober gravitee, 
And feeme as faintlike as Saint Radegund : 
Faft much, pray oft, looke lowly on the ground, 
And unto everie one doo curtefie meeke : 
Thefe lookes (nought faying) doo a benefice feeke, 
And be thou fure one not to lacke ere long. 
But if thee lift unto the Court to throng, 
And there to hunt after the hoped pray, 
Then muft thou thee difpofe another way: 
For there thou needs muft learne to laugh, to lie, 
To face, to forge, to fcoffe, to companie, 
To crouche to pleafe, to be a beetle ftock 
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Of thy great Mafters will, to fcorne, or mock. 
So maift thou chaunce mock out a Benefice, 
Unleffe thou canft one conjure by device, 510 
Or caft a figure for a Bifhoprick ; 

And if one could, it were but a {choole trick. 
Thefe be the wayes by which without reward 
Livings in Court be gotten, though full hard ; 
For nothing there is done without a fee: 

The Courtier needes mutt recompenced bee 
With a Benevolence, or have in gage 

The Primitias of your Parfonage : 

Scarfe can a Bifhoprick' forpas them by, 

But that it muft be gelt in privitie. 520 
Doo not thou therefore feeke a living there, 
But of more private perfons feeke elfwhere, 
Whereas thou maift compound a better penie, 
Ne let thy learning queftion’d be of anie. 

For fome good Gentleman, that hath the right 


4S 


525 
Unto his Church for to prefent a wight, 
Will cope with thee in reafonable wife ; 
That if the living yerely doo arife 
To fortie pound, that then his yongeft fonne 
Shall twentie have, and twentie thou haft wonne: 530 


Thou haft it wonne, for it is of franke oift, 
And he will care for all the reft to fhift, 


| Scarfe can a Bifboprick, &c.] This is probably an allufion to the 
frequent alienations of the lands and manors of bifhopricks, in Elizabeth’s 
time; which induced Parker, Cox, and other bifhops, to petition her 
Majefty that they might no longer be compelled to accept the fpecious 
exchanges which were offered. See Bentham’s << Hitftory of Ely Ca- 
thedral,” Appendix. The pious and learned bifhop Andrews refufed 
his elevation to the prelacy in the reign of Elizabeth, becaufe he would 
not admit any alienation of the epifcopal revenues. See Granger’s 
** Biographical Hiftory.” Topp. The Bifhop of Salifbury, in the fame 
reign, {truggled hard to preferve Sherborn Abbey to the diocefe, inftead 
of allowing it to be alienated by the crown to Sir Walter Raleigh : 
inftances of the fame kind are numerous. C. 
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Both that the Bifhop may admit of thee, 
And that therein thou maift maintained bee. 
This is the way for one that is unlern’d 535 
Living to get, and not to be difcern’d. 
But they, that are great Clerkes, have nearer wayes, 
For learning fake to living them to raife ; 
Yet manie eke of them (God wote) are driven 
T” accept a Benefice in peeces riven. 540 
How faift thou (friend) have I not well difcourft 
Upon this Common-place, (though plaine, not wourtt ?) 
Better a fhort tale than a bad long fhriving : 
Needes anie more to learne to get a living ?” 

<< Now fure, and by my hallidome,“ (quoth he) sas 
Ye a great mafter are in your degree: 
Great thankes I yeeld you for your difcipline, 
And doo not doubt but duly to encline 
My wits theretoo, as ye fhall fhortly heare.” 
The Prieft him witht good fpeed, and well to fare: 550 
So parted they, as eithers way them led. 
But th’ Ape and Foxe ere long fo well them {ped, 
Through the Priefts holefome counfell lately tought, 
And throgh their owne faire handling wifely wroght, 
That they a Benefice twixt them obtained ; 555 
And craftie Reynold was a Prieft ordained, 
And th’ Ape his Parifh Clarke procur’d to bee. 
Then made they revell route and goodly glee; 
But ere long time had pafled they fo ill 
Did order their affaires, that th’ evill will 560 
Of all their Parifhners they had conftraind ; 


k and by my hallidome.] Some have derived ‘‘ halidom” from ha/ig, 
holy, and dom, judgment: others have conneéted it with the Virgin, 
holy dames but there is little doubt that the conclufion of ** halidom” 
is merely a fuffix, like the German fhwm, converting the word into a 
noun, fignifying holyne/s. See note to ** The Two Gent. of Verona,” 
INeiv Sc. 2, edit, 1856, Vol. 1. p. 143, Lac. Aaeo. word haligdome, 
fanGitas, teems to be the etymon. C. 
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Who to the Ordinarie of them complain’d, 
How fowlie they their offices abus’d, 

And them of crimes and herefies accus’d, 
That Purfivants he often for them fent; 565 
But they neglected his commaundement. 

So long perfifted obftinate and bolde, 

Tul at the length he publifhed to holde 

A Vifitation, and them cyted thether : 

Then was high time their wits about to geather. 570 
What did they then, but made a compofition 

With their next neighbor Prieft, for light condition, 

To whom their living they refigned quight 

For a few pence, and ran away by night. 

So pafling through the Countrey in difguize, 575 
They fled farre off, where none might them furprize ; 
And after that long ftraied here and there, 

Through everie field and forrett farre and nere, 

Yet never found occafion for their tourne, 

But almoft fterv’d did much lament and mourne. 580 
At laft they chaunft to meete upon the way 

The Mule all deckt in goodly rich aray, 

With bells and boffes that full lowdly rung, 

And coftly trappings that to ground downe hung. 
Lowly they him faluted in meeke wile ; 585 
But he through pride and fatnes gan defpife 

Their meaneffe ; f{carce vouchfafte them to requite. 
Whereat the Foxe, deep groning in his {prite, 

Said; “ Ah! fir Mule, now bleffed be the day, 

That I fee you fo goodly and fo gay 590 
In your attyres, and eke your filken hyde 

Fil'd with round flefh, that everie bone doth hide. 
Seemes that in fruitfull paftures ye doo live, 

Or fortune doth you fecret favour Civer 

© Roolith Foxe! (faid the Mule) thy wretched need 595 
Praifeth the thing that doth thy forrow breed: 
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For well I weene, thou canft not but envie 
My wealth, compar’d to thine owne miferie, 
That art fo leane and meagre waxen late, 

That fearfe thy legs uphold thy feeble gate.” 600 
«Ay me! (faid then the Foxe) whom evill hap 
Unworthy in fuch wretchednes doth wrap, 

And makes the fcorne of other beafts to bee: 

But read (faire Sir, of grace) from whence come yee ; 
Or what of tidings you abroad doo heare? 605 
Newes may perhaps fome good unweeting beare.” 

« From royall Court I lately came (faid he) 

Where all the braverie that eye may fee, 

And all the happineffe that heart defire, 

Is to be found: he nothing can admire, 610 
That hath not feene that heavens portracture. 

But tidings there is none, I you affure, 

Save that which common is, and knowne to all, 

That Courtiers, as the tide, doo rife and fall 

<¢ But tell us (faid the Ape) we doo you pray, 615 
Who now in Court doth beare the greateft {way, 

That, if fuch fortune doo to us befall, 

We may feeke favour of the beft of all?” 

“ Marie, (faid he) the higheft now in grace 

Be the wilde beafts, that fwifteft are in chafe ; 620 
For in their fpeedie courfe and nimble flight 

The Lyon now doth take the moft delight ; 

But chieflie joyes on foote them to beholde, 

Enchafte with chaine and circulet of golde. 

So wilde a beatt fo tame ytaught to bee, 625 
And buxome to his bands,' is joy to {ee ; 

So well his golden Circlet him befeemeth : 

But his late chayne his Liege unmeete efteemeth ; 


1 And buxome to bis bands.| Yielding, or obedient to his bands: fee 
vol. ii. pp. 370 415. ©. 
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For fo brave beafts the loveth beft to fee™ 

In the wilde forreft raunging frefh and free. 
Therefore if fortune thee in Court to live, 

In cafe thou ever there wilt hope to thrive, 

To fome of thefe thou muft thy felfe apply ; 

Els as a thiftle-downe in th’ ayre doth flie, 

So vainly fhalt thou too and fro be toft, 

And loofe thy labour and thy fruitles coft. 

And yet full few which follow them, I fee, 

For vertues bare regard advaunced bee, 

But either for fome gainfull benefit, 

Or that they may for their owne turnes be fit. 
Nath’les perhaps ye things may handle foe, 

That ye may better thrive than thoufands moe.” 

“¢ But (faid the Ape) how fhall we firft come in, 

That after we may favour feeke to win?” 

“ How els (faid he) but with a good bold face, 
And with big words, and with a ftately pace, 
That men may thinke of you in general, 

That to be in you which is not at all: 

For not by that which is, the world now deemeth, 
(As it was wont) but by that fame that feemeth, 
Ne do I doubt but that ye well can fafhion 

Your felves theretoo, according to occafion. 

So fare ye well; good Courtiers may ye bee!” 
So, proudlie neighing, from them parted hee. 
Then gan this craftie couple to devize, 

How for the Court themfelves they might aguize ;" 
For thither they themfelves meant to addreffe, 


630 


635 


645 


650 


655 


™ fhe loveth beft to fee.] So the original edition reads. And Spenfer 
meant the Queen. ‘The firft folio altered « fhe” to ee [and fo it con- 


_ tinued long afterwards]. Topp. 


” they might aguize.| Decorate, fays Todd; but the true and ftri@ 
meaning of to ‘‘aguize” rather was to dre/s, or to prepare by dreffing, 
not neceflarily implying decoration. See F. Q. B. ii. C. 6. St. 7 (vol. 
il, p.175). Richardfon, by error, here refers to C, 4infteadofC.6. C. 


MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


In hope to finde there happier fucceffe. 

So well they fhifted, that the Ape anon 

Himfelfe had cloathed like a Gentleman, 660 
And the flie Foxe, as like to be his groome, 

That to the Court in feemly fort they come ; 

Where the fond Ape, himfelfe uprearing hy 

Upon his tiptoes, ftalketh ftately by,° 

As if he were fome great Magnifico, 665 
And boldlie doth amongft the boldeft go ; 

And his man Reynold, with fine counterfefaunce,? 
Supports his credite and his countenaunce. 

Then gan the Courtiers gaze on everie fide, 

And ftare on him, with big lookes bafen wide, 670 
Wondring what mifter wight he was, and whence : 

For he was clad in ftrange accouftrements, 

Fafhion’d with queint devifes, never feene 

In Court before, yet there all fafhions beene ; 

Yet he them in newfangleneffe did pas. 675 
But his behaviour? altogether was 


° Upon his tiptoes, ftalketh ftately by.| Spenfer was fo difgufted with 
this ridiculous affectation of fuperiority, prevalent perhaps in his time, 
that he has painted Difdain in the very fame ftyle, F. Q, vi. vii. 42 
[this vol. p. 152]. ‘Topp. 

P with fine counterfefaunce.| Counterfeiting [or imitating] as in 
«The Teares of the Mules,” ver.197. Topp. Spenfer there applies 
to it the fame epithet as here; and “ fine counterfefaunce” is to be 
underftood as dexterous imitation. C. 

q But his behaviour, &c.] Thus Barnabie Rich, Spenfer’s cotem- 
porary, defcribes the ‘* fpruce fellow”? whom he calls the Traveller, in 
his « Faults and nothing but Faults,” 1606, fol. 8. He is one “ of 
thofe whipfters, that, having fpent the greateft part of their patrimony 
in prodigality, wil give out the reft of their ftocke, to be paid two or 
three for one, upon their returne from Rome, from Venice, from Con- 
ftantinople, &c.—If at his returne he hath but fome few foolifh phrafes 
in the French, Spanifh, or Italian language, with Ba/felos manos, the 
Ducke, the Mump, and the Shrugge, it is enough; for they take much 
travell upon them to fee fafbions,” &c. ‘Topp. Of courfe thofe who 
came from Conftantinople were A//a Turchefca, as Spenfer fays; but 
Todd, or rather his compofitor, mifprinted the next line moft unintel- 
ligibly, ‘* much the admmore yr'd.” C. 
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Alla Turchefca, much the more admyr’d ; 
And his lookes loftie, as if he afpyr’d 
To dignitie, and fdeign’d the low degree ; 
That all which did fuch ftrangeneffe in him fee 680 
By fecrete meanes gan of his {tate enquire, 
And privily his fervant thereto hire: 
Who, throughly arm’d againft fuch coverture, 
Reported unto all, that he was fure 
A noble Gentleman of high regard, 685 
Which through the world had with long travel far’d, 
And feene the manners of all beafts on ground ; 
Now here arriv’d, to fee if like he found. 
Thus did the Ape at firft him credit gaine, 
Which afterwards he wifely did maintaine 690 
With gallant fhowe, and daylie more augment 
Through his fine feates and Courtly complement ; 
For he could play, and daunce, and vaute, and {pring, 
And all that els pertaines to reveling, 
Onely through kindly aptnes of his joynts. 695 
Befides, he could doo manie other poynts, 
iil The which in Court him ferved to good ftead ; 
‘ For he mongft Ladies could their fortunes read 
| Out of their hands, and merie leafings tell, 
And juggle finely, that became him well. 700 
But he fo light was at legier demaine,’ 
That what he toucht came not to light againe ; 
Yet would he laugh it out, and proudly looke, 
And tell them that they greatly him miftooke. 
So would he {coffe them out with mockerie, 705 
For he therein had great felicitie ; 
And with fharp quips* joy’d others to deface, 


* But he fo light was at legier demaine.] Sleight of hand. Spenfer 
defcribes Guile, in F. Q. B. v. C. g. St. 133 vol. iii. p- 447, as fkilful 
in “ legierdemayne.” C, 

° And with foarp quips.| Quips are fneers, taunts, and retorts. 
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Thinking that their difgracing did him grace : 

So whilft that other like vaine wits he pleafed, 

And made to laugh, his heart was greatly eafed. 710 
But the right gentle minde* woulde bite his lip, 

To heare the Javell fo good men to nip ; 

For, though the vulgar yeeld an open eare, 

And common Courtiers love to gybe and fleare 

At everie thing which they heare fpoken ill, 715 
And the beft {peaches with ill meaning fpill, 

Yet the brave Courtier, in whofe beauteous thought 
Regard of honour harbours more than ought, 

Doth loath fuch bafe condition, to backbite 

Anies good name for envie or defpite : 720 
He ftands on tearmes of honourable minde, 

Ne will be carried with the common winde 

Of Courts inconftant mutabilitie, 

Ne after everie tattling fable flte ; 

But heares, and fees, the follies of the reft, 725 
And thereof gathers for himfelfe the beft. 

He will not creepe, nor crouche with fained face, 

But walkes upright with comely ftedfaft pace, 

And unto all doth yeeld due curtefie ; 

But not with kiffed hand belowe the knee," 730 


Spenfer ufes the verb “to quip” in this vol. p. 1533 and befides the 
traéts there mentioned in the note, we may refer to a very rare publi- 
cation in the year 1600, called “* Quips upon Queftions,” which is ftated 
to have been the authorfhip of John Singer, the famous comic actor. 
A very appofite extract from it may be feen in ‘ Shakefpeare,” by 
Collier, edit. 1858, vol. ii. p. 271. C. 

t But the right gentle minde.| ‘This defcription, as well as what 
follows a few lines farther on, has ufually been applied to Sir Philip 
Sidney ; but it may be that our poet is only giving an abftract character 
of a noble courtier. Foran explanation of “ Javell,”’ a talkative rafcal, 
in the next line, fee a former note on the word, p. 396. C. 

u But not with kiffed hand belowe the knee, &c.| This affectation 1s 
alfo noticed by B. Rich, * Faults,” &c. fol. 6. b:—** You fhall know 
them by their falutations. For firit, with the hiffe on the hand, the 
bodie foall be bowed downe to the ground, &c. And thefe Flowers of 
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As that fame Apifh crue is wont to doo: 

For he difdaines himfelfe t’ embafe theretoo. 

He hates fowle leafings, and vile flatterie, 

Two filthie blots in noble Cciiiiicn: 

And lothefull idlenes’ he doth deteft, 

The canker worme of everie gentle brett ; 

The which to banith with faire exercife 

Of knightly feates, he daylie doth devife : 

Now menaging the mouthes of ftubborne {teedes, 

Now practifing the proofe of warlike deedes, 

Now his bright armes aflaying, now his fpeare, 

Now the nigh aymed ring away to beare. 

At other times he cafts to few the chace 

Of fwift wilde beafts, or runne on foote a race, 

T” enlarge his breath, (large breath in armes moft 
needfull) 

Or els by wreftling to wex ftrong and heedfull, 

Or his ftiffe armes to ftretch with Eughen bowe,” 

And manly legs ftill pafling too and fro, 

Without a gowned beaft him faft befide, 

A vaine enfample of the Perfian pride ; 


235 


740 


745 


73° 


Courtefie! as they are full of affe€tation, fo they are no leffe formall in 
their {peeches, full of fuftian phrafes, &c. and they are fo frequent with 
the kiffe on the hand,” &c. 'Tonp. 

* Lwo filthie blots in noble gentrie.] This word mutt here be pro- 
nounced as of three fyllables. Topp. Surely the meafure {peaks for 
itfelf to any perfon with ears. C., 

Y And lothefull idlenes.] Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, 
inftruéts us, by inferting the letter sin the margin, to read flothefull for 
*‘ Jothefull.”” The emendation, in conne@tion with « idlenefs,”’ is very 
plaufible, but although Spenfer is the only known writer who ufes 
** lothefull,” we refrain from adopting the change, on the ground that, 
taking “ lothefull” as meaning very lothefome, the fenfe of the poet is 
evident. It is not at all unlikely that the s had originally dropped out 
in the prefs; but all old as well as modern editors are uniform in re- 
printing ‘¢ lothefull,” and we have it again near the end of this poem. C, 

* with Eughen bowe.] It was ftill {pelt ewgh in Dryden’s time. 
Spenier has already mentioned the «* Eughen bow” in F. Q. vol. ii. p. 
533 but he fometimes, fomewhat capricioufly, fpelt bow daowe. C. 
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Who, after he had wonne th’ Affyrian foe, 

Did ever after fcorne on foote to goe. 

Thus when this Courtly Gentleman with toyle 

Himfelfe hath wearied, he doth recoyle 

Unto his reft, and there with fweete delight 

Of Muficks {kill revives his toyled fpright ; 

Or els with Loves, and Ladies gentle fports, 
The joy of youth, himfelfe he recomforts ; 

Or laftly, when the bodie lift to paufe, 

His minde unto the Mufes he withdrawes : 
Sweete Ladie Mufes, Ladies of delight, 
Delights of life, and ornaments of light! 

With whom he clofe confers with wife difcourfe, 
Of Natures workes, of heavens continuall courfe, 
Of forreine lands, of people different, 

Of kingdomes change, of divers gouvernment, 
Of dreadfull battailes of renowmed Knights ; 
With which he kindleth his ambitious fprights 
To like defire and praife of noble fame, 

The onely upfhot whereto he doth ayme: 

For all his minde on honour fixed 1s, 

To which he levels all his purpofis, 

And in his Princes fervice fpends his dayes, 
Not fo much for to gaine, or for to raife 
Himfelfe to high degree, as for his grace, 

And in his liking* to winne worthie place, 
Through due deferts and comely carriage, 

In whatfo pleafe employ his perfonage, 

That may be matter meete to gaine him prarfe: 
For he is fit to ufe in all affayes, 

Whether for Armes and warlike amenaunce,” 


413 
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780 


a And in his liking.| Here Spenfer fpeaks of the fovereign in the 
mafculine, ‘‘ bis grace,” and, ‘‘ 4s liking,” although at that period 


Prince was often applied to either fex. C. 


b And warlike amenaunce.| Carriage, or conduét. See Mr. Upton’s 


note FO. n. vil. 17 [volo ai. p.-222|) Topp. 
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ary MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


Or elfe for wife and civill governaunce. 

For he is practiz’d well in policie, 

And thereto doth his Courting moft applie : 
To learne the enterdeale*® of Princes ftrange, 785 
To marke th’ intent of Counfells, and the change 
Of ftates, and eke of private men fomewhile, 
Supplanted by fine falfhood and faire cuile ; 

Of all the which he gathereth what is fit 

I” enrich the ftorehoufe of his powerfull wit, 


790 
Which through wife {peaches and grave conference 
He daylie eekes, and brings to excellence. 
Such is the rightfull Courtier in his kinde, 
But unto fuch the Ape lent not his minde: 
Such were for him no fit companions, 795 


Such would defcrie his lewd conditions ; 

But the yong luftie gallants he did chofe 

To follow, meete to whom he might difclofe 

His witleffe pleafance, and ill pleafing vaine. 

A thoufand wayes he them could entertaine, 800 
With all the thriftles games that may be found ; 

With mumming and with mafking® all around, 

With dice, with cards, with balliards farre unfit, 

With fhuttelcocks, mifleeming manlie wit, 


With courtizans, and coftly riotize, 805 


° Lo learne the enterdeale.] In F. QO. B.v. C. 8. St. 213 vol. iii. p- 
430, “‘enterdeale” means mediation: here it is to be taken in the 
general fenfe of diplomacy with foreign ftates. C. 

1 With mumming and with mafeing.| The following appear to have 
been ufual modes of entertainment, according to the authority of Burton, 
—* 'The ordinary recreations which we have in Winter, &c. are cardes, 
tables, and dice, fhouel-board, cheffe-play, the philofophers game, {mall 
trunkes, ba/liards, muficke, ma/kes, finging,” &c. Spenfer terms the 
games, which he mentions, thriftlefs. Burton acknowledges the mif- 
chief which cards and dice may produce; but is a warm advocate for 
mumming and mafking. See the * Anat. of Mel.” edit. 1624, p. 231: 
—** I know thefe {ports,”’ fays he, ** have many oppugners, &c.—fome 


out of prepofterous zeale, &c. but in my judgment they are too 
iterner 1 ODD; 
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Whereof {till fomewhat to his fhare did rize: 

Ne, them to pleafure, would he fometimes {corne 

A pandares coate (fo bafely was he borne). 

Thereto he could fine loving verfes frame, 

And play the Poet oft. But ah! for fhame, 810 

Let not fweete Poets praife, whofe onely pride 

Is virtue to advance, and vice deride, 

Be with the worke of lofels wit® defamed, 

Ne let fuch verfes Poetrie be named ! 

Yet he the name on him would rafhly take, 815 

Maugre the facred Mufes, and it make 

A fervant to the vile affection 

Of fuch, as he depended moft upon ; 

And with the fugrie fweete thereof allure 

Chaft Ladies eares to fantafies impure. 820 
To fuch delights the noble wits he led 

Which him reliev’d, and their vaine humours fed 

With fruitles follies and unfound delights. 

But if perhaps into their noble fprights 

Defire of honor or brave thought of armes $25 

Did ever creepe, then with his wicked charmes 

And ftrong conceipts he would it drive away, 

Ne fuffer it to houfe there halfe a day. 

And whenfo love of letters did infpire 

Their gentle wits, and kindle wife defire,* 830 

That chieflie doth each noble minde adorne, 

Then he would {coffe at learning, and eke fcorne 


© the worke of lofels wit.| We have already had “lofel” ufed for a 
bafe, abandoned perfon, //? to all fenfe of decency, in vol. ill. p. 347: 
the meaning is much the fame here. C. 

f and kindle wife defire.| The undoubted corruption of kindly for 
«kindle ” has ftrangely been preferved in the text of every ancient and 
modern impreffion ; but not only does the fenfe of the paffage corre¢t it, 
but « kindle” for Aindly is one of the few emendations made by Drayton 
in his copy of this poem in the edit. of 1611. We have no hefitation 
in preferring << kindle,” becaufe Aind/y affords no tolerable meaning. C. 
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The Sectaries thereof, as people bafe 

And fimple men, which never came in place 
Of worlds affaires, but, in darke corners mewd, 835 
Muttred of matters as their bookes them fhewd, 

Ne other knowledge ever did attaine, 

But with their gownes their gravitie maintaine. 

From them he would his impudent lewde {peach 
Againft Gods holie Minifters oft reach, 840 
And mocke Divines and their profeffion. 

What elfe then did he by progreffion, 

But mocke high God himfelfe, whom they profeffe ? 
But what car’d he for God, or godlineffe ? 

All his care was himfelfe how to advaunce, 

And to uphold his courtly countenaunce 

By all the cunning meanes he could devife : 

Were it by honeft wayes, or otherwife, 

He made {mall choyce; yet fure his honeftie 

Got him fmall gaines, but fhameles flatterie, 850 
And filthie brocage, and unfeemly thifts, 

And borowe bafe,® and fome good Ladies gifts : 
But the beft helpe, which chiefly him futtain’d, 
Was his man Raynolds purchafe" which he gain’d., 
For he was fchool’d by kinde in all the {kill 


845 


855 
Of clofe conveyance, and each practife ill 
Of coofinage and cleanly knaverie, 
Which oft maintain’d his matters braverie. 
Befides, he ufde another flipprie flight, 
In taking on himfelfe, in common fight, 860 


8 And borowe bafe.] That is, bafe pledges or ufury. See the note 
on Zorrow, * Shep. Cal.” May, ver. 131 [vol. i. p- 60]. Topp. Be- 


caufe a pledge, or Security, was anciently given when money was lent, 


the word ‘* borrow ”’ became in time applied to the aét of obtaining a 


temporary loan. C., 


" Was his man Raynolds purchafe.| Another out of many inftances 
where “* purchafe ” means Sooty, and not, as now, anything fairly bought 


and paid for. C, 
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_ Falfe perfonages fit for everie fted, 
| With which he thoufands cleanly coofined : 

Now like a Merchant, Merchants to deceave, 

With whom his credite he did often leave 

In gage for his gay Mafters hopeleffe dett : 865 

Now like a Lawyer, when he land would lett, 

Or fell fee-fimples in his Mafters name, 

Which he had never, nor ought like the fame. 

Then would he be a Broker, and draw in 

Both wares and money, by exchange to win: 870 

Then would he feeme a Farmer, that would fell 

Bargaines of woods, which he did lately fell, 

Or corne, or cattle, or fuch other ware, 

Thereby to coofin men not well aware : 

Of all the which there came a fecret fee, 875 

To th’ Ape, that he his countenaunce might bee. 
Befides all this, he us’d oft to beguile 

Poore futers, that in Court did haunt fome while ; 

For he would learne their bufines fecretly, 

And then informe his Mafter hatftely, $80 

That he by meanes might caft them to prevent, 

And beg the fute the which the other ment. 

Or otherwife falfe Reynold would abufe 

The fimple Suter, and wifh him to chufe 

His Mafter, being one of great regard 885 

In Court, to compas anie fute not hard, 

In cafe his paines were recompenft with reafon. 

So would he worke the filly man by treafon 

To buy his Mafters frivolous good will, 

That had not power to doo him good or ill. 890 

So pitifull a thing 1s Suters {tate ! 

Moft miferable man, whom wicked fate 


Hath brought to Court, to fue for had ywitt,' 
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That few have found, and manie one hath mift! 
Full little knoweft thou, that haft not tride,« 895 
What hell it is in fuing long to bide: 
To loofe good dayes, that might be better fpent ; 
To waft long nights in penfive difcontent ; 
To {peed to day, to be put back to morrow; 
To feed on hope, to pine with feare and forrow ; goo 
To have thy Princes grace, yet want her Peeres ;! 
To have thy afking, yet waite manie yeeres ; 
To fret thy foule with croffes and with cares ; 
To eate thy heart through comfortleffe difpaires ; 
To fawne, to crowche, to waite, to ride, to ronne, — 905 
To f{pend, to give, to want, to be undonne. 
Unhappie wight, borne to defaftrous end, 
That doth his life in fo long tendance {pend ! 
Who ever leaves fweete home, where meane eftate 
In fafe affurance, without ftrife or hate, 910 
Findes all things needfull for contentment meeke, 
And will to Court for fhadowes vaine to feeke, 
Or hope to gaine, himfelfe will a daw trie: 
That curfe God fend unto mine enemie! 
For none but fuch as this bold Ape, unbleft, 915 
Can ever thrive in that unluckie quett ; 
Or fuch as hath a Reynold to his man, 
That by his fhifts his Mafter furnith can. 


rable inftances might be cited: it ought {trictly to have been printed 
“had I wift,” ie. had I kvown. It is ufually employed to indicate 
repentance for the paft. C. 

“ Full little knoweft thou, that haf not tride, &c.] Spenfer is be- 
lieved to relate his own cafe, in the eleven following lines. Topp. 
‘They read with all the reality of perfonal experience and fuffering. C. 

' To have thy Princes grace, yet want ber Peeres.| This line is 
reafonably fuppofed to refer to the hoftility of Lord Burghley to Spenfer, 
which interpofed between the Queen’s bounty and the poet’s defert. 
Here we fee “‘ Prince” ufed in the feminine; although on a former 
page, 413, it is mafculine. C. 
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But yet this Foxe could not fo clofely hide 
His craftie feates, but that they were defcride 920 
At length by fuch as fate in juftice feate, 
Who for the fame him fowlie did entreate ; 
And having worthily him punifhed, 
Out of the Court for ever banifhed. 
And now the Ape wanting his huckfter man,™ 9 
That wont provide his neceffaries, gan 
To growe into great lacke, ne could upholde 
His countenaunce in thofe his garments olde ; 
Ne new ones could he eafily provide, 
Though all men him uncafed gan deride, 930 
Like as a Puppit placed in a play, 
Whofe part once paft all men bid take away: 
So that he driven was to great diftrefle, 
And fhortly brought to hopeleffe wretchednefle. 
Then, clofely as he might, he caft to leave 935 
The Court, not afking any paffe or leave ; 
But ran away in his rent rags by night, 
Ne ever ftayd in place, ne fpake to wight, 
Till that the Foxe, his copefmate” he had found, 
To whome complayning his unhappy ftound, 940 
At laft againe with him in travell joynd, 
And with him far’d fome better chaunce to fynde. 
So in the world long time they wandered, 
And mickle want and hardneffe fuffered ; 
That them repented much fo foolifhly 94.5 


wv 


5 


m wanting his huckfter man.| i.e. his man who endeavoured to 
hook or to draw in profit or advantage. ‘‘ Huckffer’’ is derived by 
Junius from hook; but others give it the fame etymology as hawker and 
auétion: fee Richardfon. Spenfer’s application of the word fupports 
Junius. «In huckfter’s handling” was a common phrafe. C. 

the Foxe, bis copefmate.] ‘« Copefmate” means fellow-dealer or 
chapman. Johnfon’s etymology, as cited by Todd, is quite a miftake. 
«‘Copefmate” has nothing to do with drinking or with houfe: “ copel- 
mate” is chapmate, from A. S. cyppan, and mate. C. 
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To come fo farre to feeke for mifery, 

And leave the fweetnes of contented home, 

Though eating hipps, and drinking watry fome. 

Thus as they them complayned:too and fro, 

Whilft through the foreft rechleffe they did goe,° 950 
Lo! where they fpide, how, in a gloomy glade, 
The Lyon fleeping lay in fecret fhade, 

His Crowne and Scepter lying him befide, 

And having doft for heate his dreadfull hide : 
Which when they fawe, the Ape was fore afrayde, 
And would have fled with terror all difmayde. 
But him the Foxe with hardy words did ftay, 
And bad him put all cowardize away ; 

For now was time (if ever they would hope)? 

To ayme their counfels to the faireft {cope, 960 
And them for ever highly to advaunce, 

In cafe the good, which their owne happie chaunce 
Them freely offred, they would wifely take. 

Scarfe could the Ape yet {peake, fo did he quake ; 

Yet, as he could, he afkt how good might growe 965 
Where nought but dread and death do feeme in fhow ? 
“Now, (fayd he) whiles the Lyon fleepeth found, 

May we his Crowne and Mace take from the ground, 
And eke his fkinne, the terror of the wood, 
Wherewith we may our felves (if we thinke good) 
Make Kings of Beafts, and Lords of forefts al] 
Subjeét unto that powre imperiall.” 

“Ah! but (fayd the Ape) who is fo bold a wretch, 
That dare his hardy hand to thofe outftretch, 


970° 


° rechleffe they did goe.] **Rechleffle” is the fame word as reck/leffe, 
meaning care/e/s, perhaps here * not having anything to care for.” Lord 
Surrey {pelt it retch/effe, and Sidney rekkeleffe, and we fometimes meet 
with it in the forms of wreakleffe and wretchleffe. C. 

P ifever they would hope.] So every old copy; but Todd printed 


Joould for ** would,” and has been followed, excepting by Profeffor 
Child in his edit. Bofton, IS Cc eeu: 
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When as he knowes his meede, if he be fpide, 975 
To be a thoufand deathes, and fhame befide ?” 
“Fond Ape! (fayd then the Foxe) into whofe brett 
Never crept thought of honor, nor brave geft,' 
Who will not venture life a King to be, 
And rather rule and raigne in foveraign fee," 980 
Than dwell in duft inglorious and bace, 
Where: none fhall name the number of his place? 
One joyous houre in blisfull happines, 
I chofe before a life of wretchednes. 
Be therefore counfelled herein by me, 985 
And fhake off this vile harted cowardree.*® 
If he awake, yet is not death the next, 
For we may coulor it with fome pretext 
Of this, or that, that may excufe the cryme: 
Elfe we may flye; thou to a tree mayft clyme, 990 
And I creepe under ground, both from his reach : 
Therefore be rul’d to doo as I doo teach.” 

The Ape, that earft did nought but chill and quake, 
Now gan fome courage unto him to take, 
And was content to attempt that enterprife, 995 
Tickled with glorie and rafh covetife : 
But firft gan queftion, whether fhould affay 
Thofe royall ornaments to fteale away ? 
‘«¢ Marie, that fhall your felfe, (quoth he theretoo) 
For ye be fine and nimble it to doo ; 1000 


Of all the beafts, which in the forrefts bee, 


a nor brave geft.| Nor brave exploit or undertaking : fee vol. ii. 
pp. 27, 114, &c. See alfo “« Ant. and Cleap.””*A. ive Se. -8. edit. 
1858. <‘«Gefts” there has been ufually mifprinted gue/ts. 

t and raigne in foveraign fee.] In F. Q.B. iv. C. 10. St. 30 (vol. 
iii, p. 260) Spenfer {peaks of *¢ th’ Almighties fee,” or feats and fuch, of 
courfe, is the fenfe of “fee” in this place: Lat. /edess Fr. fiege. C. 

s vile harted cowardree.| Cowardice; coined by the poet for the 
fake of the rhyme. Topp. Neverthelefs, though employed by Spenfer, 
the word has not found its way into our Englifh dictionaries. C. 
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Is not a fitter for this turne than yee: 

Therefore, mine owne deare brother, take good hart, 
And ever thinke a Kingdome is your part.? 

Loath was the Ape, though praifed, to adventer, 1005 
Yet faintly gan into his worke to enter, 

Afraid of everie leafe that ftir’d him by, 

And everie ftick that underneath did ly. 

Upon his tiptoes nicely he up went, 

For making noyfe, and ftill his eare he lent 1010 
To everie found that under heaven blew ; 

Now went, now ftept,' now crept, now backward drew, 
That it good {port had been him to have eyde: 

Yet at the laft, (fo well he him applyde) 

Through his fine handling, and cleanly play, 1015 
He all thofe royall fignes had ftolne away, 

And with the Foxes helpe them borne afide 

Into a fecret corner unefpide. 

Whether whenas they came® they fell at words, 
Whether of them fhould be the Lord of Lords: 1020 
For th’ Ape was ftryfull, and ambicious ; 

And the Foxe guilefull, and moft covetous; 

That neither pleafed was to have the rayne 

Twixt them divided into even twaine, 

But either (algates) would be Lords alone ; 1025 
For Love and Lordfhip bide no paragone. 

“‘T am moft worthie, (faid the Ape) fith I 

For it did put my life in jeopardie : 


* Now went, now frept.] We feel fatisfied that “ ftept” here ought 
to be /ropt: firft the Ape went, then /fop¢ afraid, and again crept on, 
but drew backward in apprehenfion. Drayton altered « ftept”’ to /ropt 
in his folio 1611; but as “ ftept” may poffibly have been Spenfer’s 
text, we, of courfe, leave it. C. 

" Whether whenas they came.| So the firft edition, the next line 
beginning ‘* Whether of them,” &c., affording a curious inftance of the 
old confufion between whither and « whether.” Todd, without re- 
mark, altered the firft “ whether” to whither. (C. 
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Thereto I am in perfon and in ftature 
Moft like a Man, the Lord of everie creature, 

So that it feemeth I was made to raigne, 

And borne to be a Kingly foveraigne.” 

«¢ Nay (faid the Foxe) Sir Ape, you are aftray : 
For though to fteale the Diademe away 

Were the worke of your nimble hand, yet I 

Did firft devife the plot by pollicie ; 

So that it wholly fpringeth from my wit: 

For which alfo I claime my felfe more fit 

Than you to rule; for government of ftate 

Will without wifedome foone be ruinate. 

And where ye claime your felfe for outward fhape 
Mott like a man, Man is not like an Ape 

In his chiefe parts, that is, in wit and {pirite ; 
But I therein moft like to him doo merite, 

For my flie wyles and fubtill craftineffe, 

The title of the Kingdome to poffeffe. 

Nath’les (my brother) fince we paffled are 

Unto this point, we will appeafe our jarre; 

And I with reafon meete will reft content, 

That ye fhall have both crowne and government, 
Upon condition, that ye ruled bee 

In all affaires, and counfelled by mee ; 

And that ye let none other ever drawe 

Your minde from me, but keepe this as a lawe: 
And hereupon an oath unto me plight.” 

The Ape was glad to end the ftrife fo light, 
And thereto fwore ; for who would not oft {weare, 
And oft unfweare, a Diademe to beare ! 

Then freely up thofe royall fpoyles he tooke, 

Yet at the Lyons fkin he inly quooke ; 

But it diflembled, and upon his head 

The Crowne, and on his backe the fkin he did, 
And the falfe Foxe him helped to array. 
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Then, when he was all dight, he tooke his way 
Into the foreft, that he might be feene 

Of the wilde beafts in his new glory fheene.* 
There the two firft whome he encountred were 
The Sheepe and th’ Affe, who, ftriken both with feare 
At fight of him, gan faft away to flye; 

But unto them the Foxe alowd did cry, 

And in the Kings name bad them both to ftay, 
Upon the payne that thereof follow may. 
Hardly, naythles, were they reftrayned {o, 

Till that the Foxe forth toward them did goe, 
And there diffwaded them from needleffe feare, 
For that the King did favour to them beare ; 
And therefore dreadles bad them come to Corte 
For no wild beafts fhould do them any torte’ 
There or abroad; ne would his majeftye 

Ufe them but well, with gracious clemencye, 
As whome he knew to him both faft and true. 
So he perfwaded them, with homage due 
Themfelves to humble to the Ape proftrate, 
Who, gently to them bowing in his gate, 
Receyved them with chearefull entertayne. 
Thenceforth proceeding with his princely trayne, 
He fhortly met the Tygre, and the Bore, 
Which with the fimple Camell raged fore 

In bitter words, feeking to take occafion 

Upon his flefhly corpfe to make invafion : 

But foone as they this mock-King did efpy, 


1065 


1070 


1075 


») 


1080 


1085 


1090 
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in bis new glory foeene.| In his new glory bright or glittering. 
We have often before had “‘fheene” in this fenfe : fee “‘ {cepter fheene,” 
vol. il. p. 122; “daughters fhene,” vol. ii, p. 263, &c., where we 
have thought notes needlefs. Later in the poem before us Spenfer ufes 
*¢ fhinie,” which alfo occurs in the F, Q. vol. ii, p. 447, where the 
poet {peaks of “a fommers /hinie day.” ~-C, 

¥ foould do them any torte.) Injury or wrong. See the note, F. oi 
1, xl. 4 [vol. ii. p. 68]. Toop. 
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Their troublous ftrife they ftinted by and by,’ 

Thinking indeed that it the Lyon was. 

He then, to prove whether his powre would pas 

As currant, fent the Foxe to them ftreight way, 109 5 

Commaunding them their caufe of ftrife bewray ; 

And if that wrong on eyther fide there were, 

That he fhould warne the wronger * to appeare 

The morrow next at Court, it to defend ; 

In the meane time upon the King t’ attend. 4100 

The fubtile Foxe fo well his meffage fayd, 

That the proud beafts him readily obayd: 

Whereby the Ape in wondrous ftomack woxe, 

Strongly encorag’d by the crafty Foxe ; 

That King indeed himfelfe he fhortly thought, 1105 

And all the Beafts him feared as they ought, 

And followed unto his palaice hye ; 

Where taking Conge, each one by and by 

Departed to his home in dreadfull awe, 

Full of the feared fight which late they fawe. 1110 
The Ape, thus feized of the Regall throne, 

Eftfones by counfell of the Foxe alone, 

Gan to provide for all things in affurance, 

That fo his rule might lenger have endurance. 

Firft to his Gate he pointed a ftrong gard, 1115 

That none might enter but with iffue hard : 


2 they ftinted by and by.| Left of. Soin F. Q. iigivs L2:[volsi. 
p. 146]. “ Yetn’ould the /ent her bitter rayling.” See alfo the Gloff. 
G. Douglas’s Virgil,” in V. ‘Stent, to ftint, ftop, ceafe, &c.”” And 
Chaucer, “Kn. Tale,” edit. Tyrwhitt, go7. ‘* And of this crie ne 
wolde they never /ffenten.” In Shakefpeare /fint is often ufed. ‘Topp. 
The very phrafe “ ftints their ftrife ” occurs in ** T'roil. and Creff.”” 
A. iv. Sc. 5. “By and by” of old meant prefently, or immediately : it is 
met with again a little farther on, where it reads rather equivocally. C. 

a That be foould warne the wronger.| ‘To “ warn” is to fummon: 
the wronger was to be fummoned to appear on the morrow at court. 
Shakefpeare and other writers fo ufe ‘ warn” repeatedly: fee <* Julius 
Cefar,” A&t v. Sc. 1; “ King John,, Acti. Sere 151) °° Richard [II.” 
A@ i. Sc. 3, &. A. S. wearnian. C. 
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4.26 MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


Then, for the fafegard of his perfonage, 

He did appoint a warlike equipage 

Of forreine beafts, not in the foreft bred, 

But part by land and part by water fed ; 1120 
For tyrannie is with ftrange ayde” fupported. 

Then unto him all monftrous beats reforted 

Bred of two kindes, as Griffons, Minotaures, 
Crocodiles, Dragons, Beavers, and Centaures: 

With thofe himfelfe he ftrengthned mightelie, 1125 
That feare he neede no force of enemie. | 
Then gan he rule and tyrannize at will, 

Like as the Foxe did guide his graceles fkill ; 

And all wylde beafts made vaffals of his pleafures, 

And with their fpoyles enlarg’d his private treafures. 1130 
No care of juftice, nor no rule of reafon, 

No temperance, nor no regard of feafon, 

Did thenceforth ever enter in his minde ; 

But crueltie, the figne of currifh kinde, 

And {deignfull pride, and wilfull arrogaunce : 1135 
Such followes thofe whom fortune doth advaunce. 

But the falfe Foxe moft kindly plaid his part ;° 

For whatfoever mother-wit or arte 

Could worke, he put in proofe: no practife flie, 

No counterpoint of cunning policie, 1140 
No reach, no breach, that might him profit bring, 
But he the fame did to his purpofe wring. 
Nought fuffered he the Ape to give or graunt, 
But through his hand muft paffe the Fiaunt.? 


> with range ayde.] Meaning here, with the aid of ftrangers—a 


fatire upon the employment of foreign mercenaries. C. 
° moft kindly plaid bis part.] Kindly” is here, as in many other 


places, after his kind or nature. The more modern ufe of « kindly ”’ 


implies that gentlenefs and affection properly belong to mankind. 


“ Kindlefs villain” in «* Hamlet,” A. ii. Sc. 2. means unnatural vil- 
Jain, villain beyond the ordinary powers of nature. C. 
1 muft paffe the Fiaunt.) Commiffion or warrant. The modern 
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All offices, all leafes by him lept, 1145 
And of them all whatfo he likte he kept. 

Juftice he folde injuftice for to buy, 

And for to purchafe for his progeny. 

Ill might it profper that ill gotten was ; 

But, fo he got it, little did he pas.* 1150 
He fed his cubs with fat of all the foyle, 

And with the fweete of others fweating toyle ; 

He crammed them with crumbs of Benefices, 

And fild their mouthes with meeds of malefices :' 

He cloathed them with all colours, fave white, 1155 
And loded them with lordfhips and with might, 

So much as they were able well to beare, 

That with the weight their backs nigh broken were: 
He chaffred Chayres® in which Churchmen were fet, 
And breach of lawes to privie ferme did let: 1160 
No ftatute fo eftablifhed might bee, 

Nor ordinaunce fo needfull, but that hee 


word, employed inftead of fiaunt, is fiat s which is the title of the com- 
miffion or warrant directed by the Archbifhop of Canterbury to his 
Vicar General for the purpofes of ecclefiaitical bufinefs. Topp. 
Spenfer probably altered faz to fiant, or “ fiaunt,” for the fake of the 
rhyme; but it may juft be mentioned that about this time a court- 
fpy of the name of Faunt or Fiaunt, was in the employ of Lord 
Burghley: letters from him are in Lambeth library. C. 

© Uittle did he pas.] i.e. Little did he care. This idiomatic ufe of 
“© nafs”? is common, and has therefore received little attention. So 
Shakefpeare in “2 Henry VI.” A& iv. Sc. 2, Cade fays, “ As for 
thefe filken-coated flaves, I pafs not.” May not “I pafs not” have 
been originally «I pau/e not,” and fuch often is its meaning. C. 

f with meeds of malefices.| With rewards of evil deeds. Chaucer 
ufes the word, according to Mr. Tyrwhitt’s explanation, for enchant- 
ment, ‘Perf. Tale:” ‘ But if he were refreined by fikenefle, or male- 
fice of forcerie, or cold drinkes.” ‘Topp. 

& He chaffred Chayres.) ‘Yo “ chaffer”’ is to buy or fell, to bargain. 
What is meant is, that the Fox fold the fees or /eats of bifhops, &c. It 
feems difficult to fuppofe that in thefe imputations the poet had not fome 
perfonal allufion, moft likely to his enemy Lord Treafurer Burghley : 
fee alfo, farther on, about “long experience,” &c. C. 
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428 MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 


Would violate, though not with violence, 

Yet under colour of the confidence 

The which the Ape repos’d in him alone, 

And reckned him the kingdomes corner ftone. 
And ever, when he ought would bring to pas, 
His long experience the platforme was: 

And, when he ought not pleafing would put by, 
The cloke was care of thrift, and hufbandry, 
For to encreafe the common treafures {tore : 
But his owne treafure he encreafed more, 

And lifted up his loftie towres thereby, 

That they began to threat the neighbour fky ; 
The whiles the Princes pallaces fell fatt 

To ruine (for what thing can ever laft o 
And whileft the other Peeres, for povertie, 
Were forft their auncient houfes to let lie, 

And their olde Caftles to the ground to fall, 
Which their forefathers, famous over alle 

Had founded for the Kingdomes ornament, 
And for their memories long moniment: 

But he no count made of Nobilitie, 

Nor the wilde beafts whom armés did glorifie, 
The Realmes chiefe ftrength and girlond of the crowne. 
All thefe through fained crimes he thruft adowne, 1186 
Or made them dwell in darknes of difgrace ; 
For none, but whom he lift, might come in place. 

Of men of armes he had but {mall regard, 4 

But kept them lowe, and ftreigned verie hard. 


1165 


1170 


1175 


1180 


1190 
For men of learning little he efteemed : 
His wifdome he above their learning deemed. 
As for the rafcall Commons leaft he cared, 
For not fo common was his bountie fhared: 
Let God, (faid he) if pleafe, care for the manie, 1195 


I for my felfe muft care before els anie. 
So did he good to none, to manie ill, 


MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 429 
So did he all the kingdome rob and pill, 


Yet none durft fpeake, ne none durft of him plaine, 
So great he was in grace, and rich through gaine. 1200 
Ne would he anie let to have accefle 
Unto the Prince, but by his owne addreffe, 
For all that els did come were fure to faile. 
Yet would he further none but for availe ; 
For on a time the Sheepe, to whom of yore 1205 
The Foxe had promifed of friendfhip ftore, 
What time the Ape the kingdome firtt did gaine, 

Came to the Court, her cafe there to complaine ; 

How that the Wolfe, her mortall enemie, 

Hath fithence flaine her Lambe moft cruellie, 1210 
And therefore crav’d to come unto the King, 

To let him knowe the order of the thing. 

<¢ Soft, Gooddie Sheepe, (then faid the Foxe) not {oe : 
Unto the King fo rafh ye may not goe “ 

He is with greater matter bufied 1215 
Than a Lambe, or the Lambes owne mothers hed. 

Ne, certes, may I take it well in part, 

That ye my coufin Wolfe fo fowly thwart, 

And feeke with flaunder his good name to blot ; 

For there was caufe, els doo it he would not: 1220 
Therefore furceafe, good Dame, and hence depart.” 

So went the Sheepe away with heavie hart: 

So manie moe, fo everie one was ufed, 

That to give largely to the boxe refufed. 

Now when high Jove, in whofe almightie hand 1225 

The care of Kings and power of Empires ftand, 

Sitting one day within his turret hye, 

From whence he vewes, with his blacklidded eye, 


h fo rafb ye may not goe.] So Jpeedily you may not go—a fenfe of 
the word by no means uncommon. Lord Burghley, like Wolfey before 
him and Buckingham after him, was accufed of preventing accefs to the 
throne, excepting through his mediation. C. 

i with his blacklidded eye.| Homer, Il. @. 528. KUaVENTIY GOpuCr. 
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Whatfo the heaven in his wide vawte containes, 
And all that in the deepeft earth remaines, 
And troubled kingdome of wilde beafts behelde 
Whom not their kindly Sovereigne did welde, 
But an ‘ufurping Ape, with guile fuborn’d 
Had all fubverft, he {deignfully it feorn’d 
In his great heart, and hardly did refraine, 
But that with thunder bolts he had him flaine, 
And driven downe to hell, his deweft meed : 
But, him avizing, he that dreadfull deed 
Forbore, and rather chofe with {cornfull fhame 
Him to avenge, and blot his brutith name 
Unto the world, that never after anie 
Should of his race be voyd of infamie ; 
And his falfe counfellor, the caufe of all, 
To damne to death, or dole perpetuall, 
From whence he never fhould be quit, nor ftal’d.* 
Forthwith he Mercurie unto him cal’d, 
And bad him flie with never refting {peed 
Unto the forreft, where wilde beafts doo breed, 
And there enquiring privily, to learne 
What did of late chaunce happen to the Lyon ftearne, 
That he rul’d not the Empire, as he ought ? 
And whence were all thofe plaints unto him brought 


Of wronges, and {poyles, by falvage beafts committed ? 
Which done, he bad the Lyon be remitted 
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T. Warton, Chapman renders it, perhaps more correétly, « black 
eyebrows ”—« He {aid ; and his black eyebrows bent,” &c. 1, Stigac,. 
k be never foould be quit, nor fiaPd.| Or ftalld, as the modern 
editions read: that is, perhaps, /folen. So fiall and fralit are ufed in 
the Scottith language. See the Gloflary to G. Douglas’s “ Virgil ” by 
Ruddiman, in V. S¢q/, The fenfe here re 
“From whence none fhould by any means be able to releafe him.” 
Topp. When Todd {tates that ** modern editions ” read fiall’d, he 
could not be aware that fuch js the text of the folio 1611. Wiclif 
and Chaucer have /za/ and Jtale as the pat tenfe of freal. C. 


quires fuch an interpretation : 
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Into his feate, and thofe fame treachours vile 1255 
Be punifhed for their prefumptuous guile. 
The Sonne of Maia, foone as he receiv’d 
That word, ftreight with his azure wings he cleav’d 
The liquid clowdes, and lucid firmament ; 
Ne ftaid, till that he came with fteep defcent 1260 
Unto the place where his prefcript did fhowe. 
There ftouping, like an arrowe from a bowe, 
He foft arrived on the graffie plaine, 
And fairly paced forth with eafie paine, 
Till that unto the Pallace nigh he came. 1265 
Then gan he to himfelfe new fhape to frame ; 
And that faire face, and that Ambrofiall hew, 
Which wonts to decke the Gods immortall crew, 
And beautefie the fhinie firmament, 
He doft, unfit for that rude rabblement. 1270 
So, ftanding by the gates in ftrange difguize, 
He gan enquire of fome in fecret wize, 
Both of the King, and of his government, 
And of the Foxe, and his falfe blandifhment : 
And evermore he heard each one complaine 1275 
Of foule abufes both in realme and raine ; 
Which yet to prove more true he meant to fee, 
And an ey-witnes of each thing to bee. 
Tho on his head his dreadfull hat he dight, 
Which maketh him invifible in fight, 1280 
And mocketh th’ eyes of all the lookers on, 
Making them thinke it but a vifion. 
Through power of that, he runnes through enemies 


{werds ; 
Through power of that, he paffeth through the herds 
Of ravenous wilde beafts, and doth beguile 1285 


Their greedie mouthes of the expected {poyle ; 
Through power of that, his cunning theeveries 
He wonts to worke, that none the fame efpies ; 
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And, through the power of that, he putteth on 
What fhape he lift in apparition. 

That on his head he wore, and in his hand 

He tooke Caduceus, his fnakie wand, 

With which the damned ghofts he governeth, 
And furies rules, and Tartare tempereth. 

With that he caufeth fleep to feize the eyes, 
And feare the hearts of all his enemyes ; 

And, when him lift, an univerfal] night 
Throughout the world he makes on everie wight ; 
As when his Syre with Alcumena lay. 

Thus dight, into the Court he tooke his way, 
Both through the gard, which never him defcride, 
And through the watchmen, who him never {pide : 
Thenceforth he paft into each fecrete part, 
Whereas he faw, that forely griev’d his hart, 
Each place abounding with fowle injuries, 

And fild with treafure rackt with robberies ; 

Fach place defilde with blood of guiltles beatts, 
Which had been flaine to ferve the Apes beheatts : 
Gluttonie, malice, pride, and covetize, 

And lawlefnes raigning with riotize ; 

Befides the infinite extortions, 

Done through the Foxes great oppreffions, 

That the complaints thereof could not be tolde. 
Which when he did with lothful] eyes beholde,! 
He would no more endure, but came his way, 
And caft to feeke the Lion where he may, 

That he might worke the avengement for this fhame 
On thofe two caytives, which had bred him blame. 
And, feeking all the forreft bufily, 


1290 


1295 


1300 


1315 


' with lothfull eyes bebolde.] Here again we have **lothfull ” for 


loathfome or Loathly, which Spenfer elfewhere ufes, unlefs the earlier 
part of this poem be an exception: fee p. 412. It feems, however, 
that “ lothfull’? was a word he liked to employ, C. 
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At laft he found, where fleeping he did ly. ve 

The wicked weed,™ which there the Foxe did lay, 

From underneath his head he tooke away, 

And then him waking, fore’d up to rize. 

The Lion looking up gan him avize, 

As one late in a traunce, what had of long 1325 

Become of him; for fantafie is ftrong. 

“« Arife, (faid Mercurie) thou fluggifh beaft, 

That here lieft fenfeles, like the corpfe deceatt, 

The whilfte thy kingdome from thy head is rent, 

And thy throne royall with difhonour blent :" 1330 

Arife, and doo thy felfe redeeme from fhame, 

And be aveng’d on thofe that breed thy blame.” 
Thereat enraged, foone he gan upftart, 

Grinding his teeth, and grating his great hart ; 

And, rouzing up himfelfe, for his rough hide 1335 

He gan to reach, but no where it efpide. 

Therewith he gan full terribly to rore, 

And chafte at that indignitie right fore: 

But when his Crowne and fcepter both he wanted, 

Lord! how he fum’d, and fweld, and rag’d, and panted ; 

And threatned death, and thoufand deadly dolours, 134: 

To them that had purloyn’d his Princely honours. 

With that in haft, difroabed as he was, 

He toward his owne Pallace forth did pas ; 

And all the way he roared as he went, 134.5 

That all the forreft with aftonifhment 

Thereof did tremble, and the beafts therein 


m The wicked weed.| This is the firft time we have heard of ‘the 
wicked weed” laid by the Fox under the Lion’s head in order to pro- 
duce, or prolong fleep: fee p. 420. OF 


with difbonour blent.| Blemifbed, diferaced. See F. Q. i. vi. 
Zeutie veusaicocs, # LODD, Todd is miftaken: “ blent” means only 


a : 
blended 3 blemifbed being only a confequential fenfe ; Z/emi/bed, becaule 
blended or © blent with difhonour.” So alfo in the paflages he refers 


to, vol. i. p. 2793 vol. ii. p. 160. C. 
IV. F F 
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434. MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 
Fled faft away from that fo dreadfull din. 


At laft he came unto his manfion, 
Where all the gates he found faft lockt anon, 13.50 
And manie warders round about them ftood: 
With that he roar’d alowd, as he were wood, 
That all the Pallace quaked at the ftound, 
As if it quite were riven from the ground, 
And all within were dead and hartles left ; 1355 
And th’ Ape himfelfe, as one whofe wits were reft, 
Filed here and there, and everie corner fought, 
To hide himfelfe from his owne feared thought. 
But the falfe Foxe, when he the Lion heard, 
Fled clofely forth, ftreightway of death afeard, 1360 
And to the Lion came, full lowly creeping, 
With fained face, and watrie eyne halfe weeping, 
T” excufe his former treafon and abufion, 
And turning all unto the Apes confufion. 
Nath’les the royall Beaft forbore beleeving, 1365 
But bad him ftay at eafe till further preeving.° 

Then, when he faw no entraunce to him graunted, 
Roaring yet lowder that all harts it daunted, 
Upon thofe gates with force he fiercely flewe, 
And, rending them in pieces, felly flewe 1370 
Thofe warders ftrange, and all that els he met. 
But th’ Ape ftill flying he no where might get: 
From rowme to rowme, from beame to beame he fled 
All breathles, and for feare now almoft ded ; 
Yet him at laft the Lyon fpide, and caught, 1375 
And forth with fhame unto his judgement brought. 
Then all the beafts he caus’d affembled bee, 


° till further preeving.|  Prooving, i.e. as it fhould turn out upon 
trial. So Chaucer ufes preve, * Clerk. Tale,” edit. Tyrwhitt, 8876. 
“Your dome is fals, your conftance evil preveth, 

“A ful gret fool is he that on you leveth.” Topp. 
In the fame way we have had “ prief” for proof, vol. i. p. 316, &c. C. 


MOTHER HUBBERDS TALE. 435 


To heare their doome, and fad enfample fee. 
The Foxe, firftt Author of that treacherte, 
He did uncafe,? and then away let flie: 1380 
But th’ Apes long taile (which then he had) he quight 
Cut off, and both eares pared of their hight ; 
Since which all Apes but halfe their eares have left, 
And of their tailes are utterlie bereft. 

So Mother Hubberd her difcourfe did end, 1335 
Which pardon me, if I amiffe have pend ; 
For weake was my remembrance it to hold, 
And bad her tongue that it fo bluntly tolde. 


P He did uncafe.| i.e. he did fein, ufing “uncafe” in a double 
fenfe. The “cafe” of an animal is its fkin. C. 
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THE RUINES OF ROME: 


BY BEE DAYS 


I. 


E, heavenly fpirites, whofe afhie cinders lie 
Under deep ruines, with huge walls op- 
prett, 
But not your praife, the which fhall never 
die 
Through your faire verfes, ne in afhes reft ; 
If fo be fhrilling voyce of wight alive 
May reach from hence to depth of darkeft hell, 
Then let thofe deep Abyffes open rive, 
That ye may underftand my fhreiking yell. 
Thrice having feene under the heavens veale 
Your toombs devoted compaffe over all, 10 
Thrice unto you with lowd voyce I appeale, 
And for your antique furie here doo call, 
The whiles that I with facred horror fing 
Your glorie, faireft of all earthly thing! 


* The Ruines of Rome: by Bellay.] Entitled, in the edition of Bellay’s 
Poems publifhed at Rouen in 1597, “« Le Premier Livre des Antiquitez 
de Rome, contenant une generale defcription de fa grandeur, & comme 
une deploration de fa ruine.” At the end follow the fifteen «“ Songes ” 
of Bellay, which Spenfer has tranflated ; omitting the concluding Son- 
nets “ Au Roy”’ and “* A la Royne.” Topp. 
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2 


| Great Babylon her haughtie walls will praife, 15 
And fharped fteeples high fhot up in ayre ; 
Greece will the olde Ephefian buildings blaze, 
And Nylus nurflings their Pyramides faire ; 
The fame yet vaunting Greece will tell the ftorie 
Of Joves great Image in Olympus placed ; 20 
Maufolus worke? will be the Carians glorie ; 
And Crete will boaft the Labyrinth, now raced: 
The antique Rhodian will likewife fet forth 
The great Colofle, erect to Memorie ; 
And what els in the world is of like worth, 25 
Some greater learned wit will magnifie : 
But I will fing above’ all moniments 
Seven Romane Hils, the worlds Seven Wonderments. 
oe 
Thou ftranger, which for Rome in Rome here feekett, 
And nought of Rome in Rome perceivit at all, 30 
Thefe fame olde walls, olde arches, which thou {feeft, 
Olde Palaces, is that which Rome men call. 
Beholde what wreake, what ruine, and what watt, 
And how that fhe, which with her mightie powre 
Tam’d all the world, hath tam’d herfelfe at laft ; 35 
The pray of time, which all things doth devowre ! 
Rome now of Rome is th’ onely funerall, 
And onely Rome of Rome hath victorie ; 
Ne ought fave Tyber haftning to his fall 
Remaines of all. O worlds inconftancie! 40 
That which is firme doth flit and fall away, 
And that is flitting doth abide and ftay. 


b Maufolus worke.| It is “ Mazfolus worke” in the firft impreflion ; 
and this mifprint, not elfewhere uncorreéted, Todd ftrangely pre- 
ferved. We need hardly fay that Maufolus, fon of Hacatomnus, was 


king of Caria. C. 
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THE RUINES OF ROME. 


4.38 


4. 
She, whofe high top above the ftarres did fore, 
One foote on Thetis, th’ other on the Morning, 
One hand on Scythia, th’ other on the More, 45 
Both heaven and earth in roundnefle compafiing ; 
Jove fearing, leaft if the fhould greater growe, 
The old Giants® fhould once againe uprife, 
Her whelm’d with hills, thefe feven hils, which be nowe 
Tombes of her greatnes which did threate the fkies: 50 
Upon her head he heapt Mount Saturnal, 
Upon her bellie th’ antique Palatine, 
Upon her ftomacke laid Mount Quirinal, 
On her left hand the noyfome Efquiline, 
And Celian on the right ; but both her feete 55 
Mount Viminall and Aventine doo meete. 


Who lifts to fee what ever nature, arte, 
And heaven could doo, O Rome! thee let him fee, 
In cafe thy greatnes he can geffe in harte, 
By that which but the picture is of thee. 60 
Rome is no more: but if the fhade of Rome 
May of the bodie Yeeld a feeming fight, 
It’s like a corfe drawne forth out of the tombe 
By Magicke {kill out of eternall night. 
The corpes of Rome in afhes is entombed, 65 
And her great {pirite, rejoyned to the fpirite 
Of this great maffe, is in the fame enwombed ; 
But her brave writings, which her famous merite 
In fpight of time out of the duft doth reare, 
Doo make her Idole through the world appeare. 70 


© The old Giants.| So the original edition, the emphafis being then, 
according to Spenfer, upon the laft fyllable of ** Giants :” afterwards, 
in the folio 1611, the order of the words was reverfed, and fo Todd 
reprinted them; but we give them as, it may be prefumed, the poet 
wrote them. See, however, p. 441.1. 149. C. 
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6. 

Such as the Berecynthian Goddefle bright, 
In her fwifte charret with high turrets crownde, 
Proud that fo manie Gods fhe brought to light ; 
Such was this Citie in her good dates fownd: 
This Citie, more than that great Phrygian mother 75 
Renowm’d for fruite of famous progenie, 
Whofe greatnes by the greatnes of none other, 
But by her felfe, her equall match could fee? 
Rome onely might to Rome compared bee, 
And onely Rome could make great Rome totremble: 80 
So did the Gods by heavenly doome decree, 
That other earthlie power fhould not refemble 

Her that did match the whole earths puifaunce, 

And did her courage to the heavens advaunce. 


Ye facred ruines, and ye tragick fights, 85 
Which onely doo the name of Rome retaine, 
Olde moniments, which of fo famous fprights 
The honour yet in afhes doo maintaine ; 
Triumphant Arcks, {pyres, neighbours to the fkie, 
That you to fee doth th’ heaven it felfe appall ; go 
Alas! by little ye to nothing flie, 
The peoples fable, and the fpoyle of all: 
And though your frames do for a time make warre 
Gainft time, yet time in time fhall ruinate 
Your workes and names, and your laft reliques marre. 95 
My fad defires, reft therefore moderate ; 
For if that time make ende of things fo fure, 
It als will end the paine which I endure. 
on 
Through armes and vaflals Rome the world fubdu’d, 
That one would weene that one fole Cities ftrength 100 
Both land and fea in roundnes had furvew’d, 


To be the meafure of her bredth and length: 
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440 THE RUINES OF ROME. 


This peoples vertue yet fo fruitfull was 

Of vertuous nephewes,* that pofteritie, 

Striving in power their grandfathers to paffe, 

The loweft earth join’d to the heaven hie ; 

To th’ end that, having all parts in their power, 

Nought from the Romane Empire might be quight ; 

And that though time doth Commonwealths devowre, 

Yet no time fhould fo low embafe their hight, 
That her head, earth’d in her foundations dee 
Should not her name and endles honour keep. 


105 


Imo 


5) 


Ye cruell ftarres, and eke ye Gods unkinde, 

Heaven envious, and bitter ftepdame Nature ! 

Be it by fortune, or by courfe of kinde, 

That ye doo weld th’ affaires of earthlie creature ; 

Why have your hands long fithence traveiled 

To frame this world that doth endure {o long? 

Or why were not thefe Romane palaces® 

Made of fome matter no leffe firme and ftrong ? 120 

I fay not, as the common voyce doth fay, 

That all things which beneath the Moone ha 

Are temporall; and fubject to decay : 

But I fay rather, though not all agreeing 
With fome that weene the contrarie in thought, 
That all this whole fhall one day come to nought. 

10. 

As that brave fonne of Aefon, which by charmes 

Atcheiv’d the golden Fleece in Colchid land, 

Out of the earth engendred men of armes 

Of Dragons teeth, fowne in the facred fand ; 


125 


ve being 


125 


130 


¢ Of vertuous nephewes.| Of valiant defcendants. Lat. nepotes. 
T. Warton. 


* thefe Romane palaces.) The want of rhyme to “ traveiled,” two 


lines above, feems to fhow fome defeét here which it is not poffible to 
fet right. All the old copies prefent the fame text. C. 
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So this brave Towne, that in her youthlie daies 
An Hydra was of warriours glorious, 
Did fill with her renowmed nourflings praife 
The firie funnes both one and other hous : 
But they at laft, there being then not living 135 
An Hercules fo ranke feed to repreffe, 
Emongtt themfelves with cruell furie ftriving, 
Mow’d downe themfelves with flaughter mercileffe ; 
Renewing in themfelves that rage unkinde, 
Which whilom did thofe earthborn brethren blinde. 140 
ibe 
Mars, fhaming to have given fo great head 
To his off-fpring, that mortall puiffaunce, 
Puft up with pride of Romane hardiehead, 
Seem’d above heavens powre it felfe to advaunce ; 
Cooling againe his former kindled heate, 145 
With which he had thofe Romane fpirits fild, 
Did blowe new fire, and with enflamed breath 
Into the Gothicke colde hot rage inftil’d. 
Then gan that Nation, th’ earths new Giant brood, 
To dart abroad the thunder bolts of warre, 150 
And beating downe thefe walls with furious mood 
Into her mothers bofome, all did marre ; 
To th’ end that none, all were it Jove his fire, 
Should boaft himfelfe of the Romane Empire, 
He. 
Like as whilome the children of the earth 155 
Heapt hils on hils to feale the itarrie fkie, 
And fight againft the Gods of heavenly berth, 
Whiles Jove at them his thunderbolts let fie, 
All fuddenly with lightning overthrowne, 
The furious {quadrons downe to ground did fall, 160 
That th’ earth under her childrens weight did grone, 
And th’ heavens in glorie triumpht over all: 


So did that haughtie front, which heaped was 
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442 THE RUINES OF ROME. 


On thefe feven Romane hils, it felfe upreare 

Over the world, and lift her loftie face 

Againft the heaven, that gan her force to feare. 
But now thefe {corned fields bemone her fall, 
And Gods fecure feare not her force at all. 

13: 

Nor the fwift furie of the flames afpiring, 

Nor the deep wounds of victours raging blade, 

Nor ruthlefle fpoyle of fouldiers blood-defiring, 

The which fo oft thee, (Rome) their conqueft made ; 

Ne ftroke on ftroke of fortune variable, 

Ne ruft of age hating continuance, 


Nor wrath of Gods, nor {fpight of men unftable, 


165 


170 


175 
Nor thou oppos’d againft thine owne puiffance ; 

Nor th’ horrible uprore of windes high blowing, 

Nor {welling ftreames of that God {nakie-paced, 

Which hath fo often with his overflowing 

Thee drenched, have thy pride fo much abaced, 180 


But that this nothing, which they have thee left, 
Makes the world wonder what they from thee reft. 
r wi 
As men in Summer fearles paffe the foord 
Which is in Winter lord of all the plaine, 
And with his tumbling ftreames doth beare aboord 
The ploughmans hope and fhepheards labour vaine ; 
And as the coward beafts ufe to defpife 
The noble Lion after his lives end, 
Whetting their teeth, and with vaine foolhardife 
Daring the foe that cannot him defend : 
And as at Troy moft daftards of the Greekes 
Did brave about the corpes of Hector colde ; 
So thofe, which whilome wont with pallid cheekes 


185 


190 


_ The Romane triumphs glorie to behold, 


Now on thefe afhie tombes thew boldneffe vaine, 


195 
And, conquer’d, dare the Conquerour difdaine. 
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bs 
Ye pallid fpirits, and ye afhie ghoatts, 
Which, joying in the brightnes of your day, 
Brought foorth thofe fignes of your prefumptuous boatts 
Which now their dufty reliques do bewray ; 200 
Tell me; ye fpirits, (fith the darkfome river 
Of Styx, not paffable to foules returning, 
Enclofing you in thrice three wards for ever, 
Doo not reftraine your images till mourning) 
Tell me then, (for perhaps fome one of you 205 
Yet here above him fecretly doth hide) 
Doo ye not feele your torments to accrewe, 
When ye fometimes behold the ruin’d pride 
Of thefe old Romane works, built with your hands, 
Now to become’ nought els but heaped fands? = 210 
16. 


Like as ye fee the wrathfull Sea from farre 
In a great mountaine heap’t with hideous noyfe, 
Eftfoones of thoufand billowes fhouldred narre,® 
Againft a Rocke to breake with dreadfull poyfe : 
Like as ye fee fell Boreas with fharpe blaft 215 
Toffing huge tempefts through the troubled fkie, 
Eftfoones having his wide wings fpent in watt, 
To ftop his wearie cariere fuddenly : 
And as ye fee huge flames fpred diverflie, 
Gathered in one up to the heavens to {pyre, 220 
Eftfoones confum’d to fall downe feebily, 
So whilom did this Monarchie afpyre, 

As waves, as winde, as fire, {pred over all, 


Till it by fatall doome adowne did fall. 


F Now to become, &c.] Now, added by the folio 1611. Topp. 
& of thoufand billowes foouldred narre.| Nearer, as in the * Shep. 


Cal.” July, ver. 97 [vol. 1. P. 82]. 


“© To Kerke the warre, from God more farre.” 


Topp. 
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173 
So long as Joves great Bird did make his flight, 225 
Bearing the fire with which heaven doth us fray, 
Heaven had not feare of that pref{umptuous might, 
With which the Giaunts did the Gods affay ; 
But all fo foone as {cortching Sunne had brent 
His wings which wont the earth to over{predd, 


230 
The earth out of her maflie wombe forth {ent 
That antique horror, which made heaven adredd. 
Then was the Germane Raven in difguife 
That Romane Eagle feene to cleave afunder, 
And towards heaven frefhly to arife 235 


Out of thefe mountaines, now confum’d to pouder ; 
In which the foule, that ferves to beare the lightning, 
Is now no more feen flying, nor alighting. 
18. 
Thefe heapes of ftones, thefe old wals, which ye fee, 
Were firft enclofures but of falvage foyle ; 
And thefe brave Pallaces, which maytftred bee 
Of time, were fhepheards cottages fomewhile. 
Then tooke the fhepheards Kingly ornament, 
And the ftout hynde armd his right hand with fteele: 
Eftfoones their rule of yearely Prefidents 
Grew great, and fixe months greater a great deele; 
Which, made perpetuall, rofe to fo great might, 
That thence th’ Imperial] Eagle rooting tooke, 
Till th’ heaven it felfe, oppofing gainft her might, 
Her power to Peters fucceffor betooke ; 
Who, fhepheardlike, (as fates the fame forefeeing) 
Doth fhew that all things turne to their firft being. 


240 


24.5 


250 


19. | 
All that is perfeét, which th? heaven beautefies ; 
_ All that’s imperfect, borne belowe the Moone ; 
All that doth feede our {pirits and our eles, 
And all that doth confume our pleafures foone ; 


ae 
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All the mifhap the which our daies outweares, 

_ All the good hap of th’ oldeft times afore, 
Rome, in the time of her great ancefters, 
Like a Pandora, locked long in ftore. 260 
But deftinie this huge Chaos turmoyling, 
In which all good and evill was enclofed, 
Their heavenly vertues from thefe woes afloyling, 
Caried to heaven, from finfull bondage lofed ; 

But their great finnes, the caufers of their paine, 265 

Under thefe antique ruines yet remaine. 

20. 


No otherwife than raynie cloud, firft fed 
With earthly vapours gathered in the ayre, 
Eftfoones in compas arch’t, to fteepe his hed, 
Doth plonge himfelfe in Tethis bofome faire ;" 270 
And, mounting up againe from whence he came, 
With his great bellie fpreds the dimned world, 
Till at the laft, diffolving his moift frame, 
In raine, or fnowe, or haile, he forth is horld ; 
This Citie, which was firft but fhepheards fhade, 275 
Uprifing by degrees, grewe to fuch height, 
That Queene of land and fea her felfe fhe made. 
At laft, not able to beare fo great weight, 
Her power, difperft through all the world, did vade ; 
To fhew that all in th’ end to nought fhall fade. 280 
mnie 
The fame, which Pyrrhus and the puiffaunce 
Of Afrike could not tame, that fame brave Citie, 
Which, with ftout courage arm’d againft mifchaunce, 
Suftein’d the fhocke of common enmitie ; 


b in Tethis bofome faire.| So the firlt edition ; but later impreflions, 
perhaps rightly, have Thetys. The difference has not hitherto attracted 
attention. For “came” in the next line the oldeft copy corruptly 
reads come; and juft afterwards for “ dimned” dimmed. C. 
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Long as her fhip, toft with fo manie freakes, 285 
Had all the world in armes againft her bent, 
Was never feene, that anie fortunes wreakes 
Could breake her courfe begun with brave intent. 
But, when the object of her vertue failed, 
Her power it felfe againtt it felfe did arme; 290 
As he that having long in tempeft failed, 
Faine would arive, but cannot for the {torme, 
If too great winde againft the port him drive, 
Doth in the port it felfe his veffell rive. 


PIII 


When that brave honour of the Latine name, 295 
Which mear’d' her rule with Africa, and Byze, 
With Thames inhabitants of noble fame, 
And they which fee the dawning day arize ; 
Her nourflings did with mutinous uprore 
Harten againft her felfe her conquer’d {poile, 300 
Which fhe had wonne from all the world afore, 
Of all the world was {poyl’d within a while : 
So, when the compaft courfe of the univerfe 
In fixe and thirtie thoufand yeares is ronne, 
The bands of th’ elements thall backe reverfe 305 
To their firft difcord, and be quite undonne : 

The feedes, of which all things at firft were bred, 

Shall in great Chaos wombe againe be hid. 

Jae 

O!: warie wifedome of the man, that would 
That Carthage towres from {poile fhould be forborne, ; 
To th’ end that his victorious people fhould 
With cancring laifure not be overworne : 
He well forefaw, how that the Romane courage, 


‘Which mear’d.| Divided. See the note on meare, F. Q. iii. ix. 46 
[vol. ill, p. 17]. Topp. “ Meare, or meere,” rather means boundary, 
and ‘‘ which mear’d” ought to be rendered which bounded. C. 
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Impatient of pleafures faint defires, 
Through idlenes would turne to civill rage, 315 
And be her felfe the matter of her fires ; 
For, in a people given all to eafe, 
Ambition is engendred eafily ; 
As, in a vicious bodie, grofe difeafe 
Soone growes through humours fuperfluitie. 420 
That came to paffe, when, fwolne with plenties pride, 
Nor prince, nor peere, nor kin, they would abide. 
24. 
If the blinde furie, which warres breedeth oft, 
Wonts not t’ enrage the hearts of equall beats, 
Whether they fare on foote, or flie aloft, 325 
Or armed be with clawes, or {calie creafts, 
What fell Erynnis, with hot burning tongs, 
Did grype your hearts with noyfome rage imbew’d, 
That, each to other working cruell wrongs, 
Your blades in your owne bowels you embrew’d ? 330 
Was this (ye Romanes) your hard deftinie, 
Or fome old finne, whofe unappeafed guilt 
Powr’d vengeance forth on you eternallie ? 
Or brothers blood, the which at firft was fpilt 
Upon your walls, that God might not endure 335 
Upon the fame to fet foundation fure? 
25. 
O that I had the Thracian Poets harpe, 
For to awake out of th’ infernall fhade 
Thofe antique Cefars, fleeping long in darke, 
The which this auncient Citie whilome made ! 340 
Or that I had Amphions inftrument, 
To quicken, with his vitall notes accord, 
The ftonie joynts of thefe old walls now rent, 
By which th’ Aufonian light might be reftor’d ! 
Or that at leaft I could, with pencill fine, 345 
Fafhion the pourtraicts of thefe Palacis, 
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By paterne of great Virgils fpirit divine ! 
I would affay with that which in me is, 
To builde, with levell of my loftie ftyle, 
That which no hands can evermore compyle. 350 
26. 
Who lift the Romane greatnes forth to figure, 
Him needeth not to feeke for ufage right 
Of line, or lead, or rule, or {quaire, to meafure 
Her length, her breadth, her deepnes, or her hight ; 
But him behooves to vew in compaffle round 
All that the Ocean grafpes in his long armes ; 
Be it where the yerely ftarre doth fcortch the ground, 
Or where colde Boreas blowes his bitter ftormes. 
Rome was th’ whole world, and al the world was Rome; 
And if things nam’d their names doo equalize, 360 
When land and fea ye name, then name ye Rome; 
And, naming Rome, ye land and fea comprize : 
For th’ auncient Plot of Rome, difplayed plaine, 
The map of all the wide world doth containe. 
; oun 
Thou that at Rome aftonifht doft behold 
The antique pride which menaced the fkie, 
Thefe haughtie heapes, thefe palaces of olde, 
Thefe wals, thefe arcks, thefe baths, thefe temples hie ; 
Judge, by thefe ample ruines vew, the reft 
The which injurious time hath quite outworne, 
Since of all workmen helde in reckning: bett ; 
Yet thefe olde fragments are for paternes borne: 
Then alfo marke, how Rome, from day to day, 
Repayring her decayed fafhion, 
Renewes herfelfe with buildings rich and gay ; 375 
That one would judge, that the Romaine Demon* 


355 


365 


37° 


‘ the Romaine Deman.] Demon is Platonic. So Milton’s Attendant 
Spirit in <‘Comus” was called, in his manu{cript, Demon. See my note 
on the opening of “Comus.” T. Warron. 
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Doth yet himfelfe with fatall hand enforce, 
| Againe on foote to reare her pouldred corfe. 
See 
He that hath feene a great Oke drie and dead, 
Yet clad with reliques of fome Trophees olde, 380 
Lifting to heaven her aged hoarie head, 
Whofe foote in ground hath left but feeble holde, 
But halfe difbowel’d lies above the ground, 
Shewing her wreathed rootes, and naked armes, 
And on her trunke, all rotten and unfound, 385 
Onely fupports herfelfe for meate of wormes ; 
And though fhe owe her fall to the firft winde, 
Yet of the devout people is ador’d, 
And manie yong plants {pring out of her rinde : 
Who fuch an Oke hath feene, let him record 390 
That fuch this Cities honour was of yore, 
And mongft all Cities florifhed much more. 
29. 
All that which Aegypt whilome did devife, 
All that which Greece their temples to embrave 
After th’ Ionicke, Atticke, Doricke guife ; 395 
Or Corinth {kil’d in curious workes to grave ; 
All that Lyfippus practike arte could forme, 
Apelles wit, or Phidias his fkill, 
Was wont this auncient Citie to adorne, 
And the heaven it felfe with her wide wonders fill; 400 
All that which Athens ever brought forth wife ; 
All that which Afrike ever brought forth ftrange ; 
All that which Afie ever had of prife, 
Was here to fee. O mervelous great change! 
Rome, living, was the worlds fole ornament, 4.05 
And, dead, is now the worlds fole moniment. 
30: 
Like as the feeded field greene graffe firft fhowes, 
Then from greene grafle into a ftalke doth fpring, 
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And from a ftalke into an eare forth-growes, 
Which eare the frutefull graine doth fhortly bring; 410 
And as in feafon due the hufband mowes 
The waving lockes of thofe faire yeollow heares, 
Which bound in fheaves, and layd in comely rowes, 
Upon the naked fields in ftackes he reares:! 
So grew the Romane Empire by degree, 4rs 
Till that Barbarian hands it quite did fpill, 
And left of it but thefe olde markes to fee, 
Of which all paffers by doo fomewhat pill : 
As they which gleane the reliques ufe to gather, 
Which th’ hufbandman behind him chanft to {eatter. 420 
pi 
That fame is now nought but a champian wide, 
Where all this worlds pride once was fituate. 
No blame to thee, whofoever doft abide 
By Nyle, or Gange, or Tygre, or Euphrate ; 
Ne Afrike thereof guiltie is, nor Spaine, 
Nor the bolde people by the Thamis brincks, 
Nor the brave warlicke brood of Alemaine, 
Nor the borne Souldier which Rhine running drinks : 
Thou onely caufe, O Civill furie! art, 
Which, fowing in th’ Aemathian fields thy fpight, 430 
Didft arme thy hand againft thy proper hart ; 
To th’ end that. when thou waft in greateft hight, 
To greatnes growne through long profperitie, 
Thou then adowne might’ft fall more horriblie. 
aoe 
Hope ye, my verfes, that potteritie 435 
Of age enfuing fhall you ever read ? 


425 


| in ftackes be reares.] Todd made nonfenfe of the paflage by print- 
ing “ ftackes” /fa/kes: it is certainly /fa/kes in the firkt impreffion; but 
fo unqueftionably wrong that we do not hefitate to changeit. Drayton 
made no note on this part of his folio, 161 I, nor was any required, fince 
the word there is ** ftackes,” and not fta/kes. C. 
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Hope ye, that ever immortalitie 
So meane Harpes worke may chalenge for her meed ? 
If under heaven anie endurance were, 
Thefe moniments, which not in paper writ, 440 
But in Porphyre and Marble doo appeare, 
Might well have hop’d to have obtained it. 
Nath’les my Lute, whom Phoebus deignd to give, 
Ceafe not to found thefe olde antiquities ; 
For if that time doo let thy glorie live, 445 
Well maift thou boaft, how ever bafe thou bee, 

That thou art firft, which of thy Nation fong 

Th’ olde honour of the people gowned long. 


L’ Envoy. 
Bellay,™ firft garland of free Poéfie 
That France brought forth, though fruitfull of brave 
wits, 450 
Well worthie thou of immortalitie, 
That long haft traveld, by thy learned writs, 
Olde Rome out of her afhes to revive, 
And give a fecond life to dead decayes ! 
Needes mutt he all eternitie furvive, 455 
That can to other give eternall dayes : 
Thy dayes therefore are endles, and thy prayfe 
Excelling all that ever went before. 
And, after thee, gins Bartas" hie to rayfe 


m Bellay, &c.] Joachim Bellay obtained the appellation of the 
French Ovid. He was alfo called Pater elegantiarum, Pater omnium 
leporum. See the Article, Betiay (Joachim du) in the Nouv. Dict. 
Hiftorique, 4 Caen. He [was born in 1492, and] died in 1560. ‘Topp. 

n Bartas.| William de Sallufte du Bartas, a Frenchman of high 
rank, was highly celebrated, in his own time, on account of his elabo- 
rate poem on the Creation. Hofman fays of him, “ Gul. Sal. Du 


Bartas, poemate Gallico de Creatione Mundi edito, tantum fibi glorie 
ditio redintegrari necefle 


confcivit, ut intra quinque et fex annos tricies € 
haberet.” The French critics, 
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Flis heavenly Mufe, th’ Almightie to adore. 460 
Live, happie fpirits, th’ honour of your name, 
And fill the world with never dying fame ! 


Ee a eee 


countryman, acknowledge however the multiplicity of editions of the 
poem, and mention tranflations of it into Italian, Spanifh, Dutch, 
and Englifh. The complete Englifh tranflation is by Jofhua Sylvetter ; 
the tedioufnefs of which is fometimes {moothed by phrafes adopted from 
Spenfer, Parts of Du Bartas have been tranflated by others of this 
country, by Winter, Lifle, &c. King James the Firft has alfo joined the 
band of partial tranflators; and Milton is believed to have been in- 
debted to Sylvefter’s tranflation. So fathionable appears to have been 
the ftudy of Du Bartas. The French critics of modern times may 
feem fevere upon their countryman; but they are, I think, very juft 
in regard to his flyle: “Le ftyle de dz Bartas eft bas, lache, incorreét, 
impropre; il peint tout fous des images dégoatantes.” Nouv. Dia. ut 
fupr. Topp. It need hardly be ftated that this « Envoy” muft have 
been contributed by Spenfer; and that it is better than all that pre- 
cedes it. Du Bartas was born in 1544, and died in 1590. C, 
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TO THE RIGHT WORTHY AND VERTUOUS LADIE; 


THE PAS CAREY: 


OST brave and bountifull La: for fo excellent 
favours as I have received at your {weet handes, 

to offer thefe fewe leaves, as in recompence, fhould be as 
to offer flowers to the Gods for their divine benefites. 
Therefore I have determined to give my felfe wholy to 
you, as quite abandoned from my felfe, and abfolutely 
vowed to your fervices : which in all right is ever held 
for full recompence of debt or damage, to have the per- 
fon yeelded. My perfon I wot wel how little worth it 
‘s. But the faithfull minde and humble zeale which I 
beare unto your La: may perhaps be more of price, as 
may pleafe you to account and ufe the poore fervice 
therof; which taketh glory to advance your excellent 
partes and noble vertues, and to fpend it felfe in honour- 
ing you: not fo much for your great bounty to my felf, 
which yet may not be unminded; nor for name or kin- 
dreds fake by you vouchfafed, being alfo regardable; as 
for that honorable name, which yee have by your brave 
deferts purchaft to your felf, and {pred in the mouths of 
al men: with which I have alfo prefumed to grace my 
verfes, and under your name to commend to the world 
this {mall Poéme, the which befeeching your La: to take 


in worth, and of all things therein according to your 


wonted gracioufnes to make a milde conftruction, | 


humbly pray for your happines. 
Your La: ever humbly ; 


Bans. 


hiyasy 


MUIOPOTMOS: 


OR THE 


PO ANGPIS, COP BPIGHD GMO e ee 


lee AY ; SING of deadly dolorous debate, 
“iss Stir'd up through wrathfull Nemefis de- 
NTs {pight, 
) E ) Betwixt two mightie ones of great eftate, 
Drawne into armes, and proofe of mortall 


WA 


fight, 
Through prowd ambition and hartfwelling hate, 5 
Whileft neither could the others greater might 
And fdeignfull fcorne endure ; that from {mall jarre 
Their wraths at length broke into open warre. 


The roote whereof and tragicall effect, 

Vouchfafe, O thou the mournfulft Mufe of nyne! 10 
That wontft the tragick ftage for to direct, 

In funerall complaints and waylfull tyne," 

Reveale to me, and all the meanes detect, 


Through which {ad Clarion did at laft decline 


a and waylfull tyne.) i.e. wailful forrow or grief, as frequently in 
the F. Q. (vol. ii. p. 4395 vol. iil. pp. 131. 300. 304. 3145 vol. iv. fe 
p. 167. &c.) and elfewhere. C. . 
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To loweft wretchednes: And is there then 
Such rancour in the harts of mightie men? 


Of all the race of filver-winged Flies 
Which doo poffeffe the Empire of the aire, 
Betwixt the centred earth and azure fkies, 
Was none more favourable, nor more faire, 
Whilft heaven did favour his felicities, 
Then Clarion, the eldeft fonne and haire 
Of Mutfcaroll; and in his fathers fight 

Of all alive did feeme the faireft wight. 


With fruitfull hope his aged breaft he fed 

Of future good, which his young toward yeares, 
Full of brave courage and bold hardyhed, 
Above th’ enfample of his equall peares, 

Did largely promife, and to him forered, 
(Whilft oft his heart did melt in tender teares) 
That he in time would fure prove fuch an one, 
As fhould be worthie of his fathers throne. 


The frefh young flie, in whom the kindly fire 
Of luftfull yongth? began to kindle faft, 

Did much difdaine to fubjeé his defire 

To loathfome floth, or houres in eafe to waft, 
But joy’d to range abroad in freth attire, 
Through the wide compas of the ayrie coatt ; 
And, with unwearied wings, each part t’ inquire 
Of the wide rule of his renowmed fire. 


15 


N 


tn 


30 


4.0 


> Of lufifull yongth.] Yongth is youth. The original edition reads 


_ yonght. 'Vhe folio of 1611 reads youth, to which all fubfequent editions 


have conformed ; but yongrh is the true reading. See youngth in the 
“Shep. Cal.” November, ver. 20 [vol. i..p. 125]. Topp. Still, in 
the penultimate Stanza of this poem we have “ youthly ;” and poffibly, 


after all, the turning of the letter w is mainly in fault. C. 
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For he fo fwift and nimble was of flight, 

That from this lower tract he dar’d to ftie* 

Up to the clowdes, and thence with pinions light 
To mount aloft unto the Criftall fkie, 

To view the workmanfhip of heavens hight : 
Whence down defcending he along would flie 
Upon the ftreaming rivers, {port to finde ; 


And oft would dare to tempt the troublous winde. 


So on a Summers day, when feafon milde 

With gentle calme the world had quieted, 

And high in heaven Hyperion’s fierie childe 
Afcending did his beames abroad difpred, 
Whiles all the heavens on lower creatures {milde, 
Yong Clarion, with vauntfull luftie head, 

After his guize did caft abroad to fare ; 

And theretoo gan his furnitures prepare. 


His breaftplate firft, that was of fubftance pure, 
Before his noble heart he firmely bound, 

That mought his life from yron death affure, 
And ward his gentle corps from cruell wound ; 
For it by arte was framed to endure 

The bit of balefull fteele and bitter ftownd, 

No leffe then that which Vulcane made to fheild 
Achilles life from fate of Troyan field. 


And then about his fhoulders broad he threw 
An hairie hide of fome wilde beaft, whom hee 
In falvage forreft by adventure flew, 

And reft the fpoyle his ornament to bee ; 


45 


50 


535 


60 


65 


¢ he dard to ftie.| Afcend. See the note on frie, F. Q. ii. vii. 46 


[vol. ii, p. 209]. ‘T. Warton. See alfo the note on the fame word 
in the preliminary Sonnet addrefled by Spenfer to the Earl of Effex, 


Vol}, p. TOL. The word wascommon. C. 
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Which, fpredding all his backe, with dreadfull view 
Made all, that him fo horrible did fee, 

Thinke him Alcides with the Lyons fkin, 

When the Nemean Conqueft he did win. 


7O 


Upon his head his gliftering Burganet, 

The which was wrought by wonderous device 
And curioufly engraven, he did fet : 

The metall was of rare and pafling price ; 
Not Bilbo fteele,* nor braffe from Corinth fet, 
Nor coftly Oricalche*® from ftrange Phcenice, 
But fuch as could both Phebus arrowes ward, 
And th’ hayling darts of heaven beating hard. 80 


75 


Therein two deadly weapons fixt he bore, 
Strongly outlaunced towards either fide, 

Like two fharpe fpeares his enemies to gore: 
Like as a warlike Brigandine, applyde 

To fight, layes forth her threatfull pikes afore 
The engines which in them fad death doo hyde: 
So did this flie outftretch his fearefull hornes, 
Yet fo as him their terrour more adornes. 


Laftly his fhinie wings as filver bright, 
Painted with thoufand colours, pafling farre 
All Painters fkill, he did about him dight : 
Not halfe fo manie fundrie colours arre 

In Iris bowe; ne heaven doth thine fo bright, 
Diftinguifhed with manie a twinckling ftarre ; 


go 


“ Not Bilbo fteele.] Bilbo, from Bilboa, a city of Bifcay, where the 
beft blades were made. Sreevens. 

© Nor coftly orichalche.] ‘Opeinnahnov, orichalchum, the moft fonorous 
of metals for tube and tidie. Suidas, in that word, cites from the 
old poets, Kwdwyas éeenahnov, bells of orichale 5 "Operyadnov hatha 
nuBara, founding cymbals of orichale. Bentey. 


Piha 
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Nor Junoes Bird in her ey-fpotted traine’ 95 
So many goodly colours doth containe. 


Ne (may it be withouten perill {poken *) 

The Archer God, the fonne of Cytheree, 

That joyes on wretched lovers to be wroken,* 

And heaped fpoyles of bleeding harts to fee, 100 
Beares in his wings fo manie a changefull token." 

Ah, my liege Lord! forgive it unto mee, 

If ought againft thine honour I have tolde ; 

Yet fure thofe wings were fairer manifolde. 


Full many a Ladie faire, in Court full oft 105 
Beholding them, him {ecretly envide, 

And wifht that two fuch fannes, fo filken foft 

And golden faire, her Love would her provide ; 

Or that, when them the gorgeous Flie had doft, 

Some one, that would with grace be gratifide, 110 
From him would fteale them privily away, 

And bring to her fo precious a pray. 


Report is, that dame Venus, on a day 
In fpring, when flowres doo clothe the fruitful ground, 


f in her ey-potted traine.] This expreflion is plainly the “ occhiute 
piume”’ of Taffo, xvi. 24. T. Warton. 

& on wretched lovers to be wroken.| Revenged. So, in the “ Shep. 
Cal.”? March, ver. 108 [vol. i. p. 39] :— 

«« Whereof he will be wroken.” 
Topp. It fo often occurs in the fame form in the F. Q., that it 1s 
needlefs to indicate the particular paflages. C. 

h Beares in bis wings fo manie a changefull token.) Cupid was repre- 
fented by the ancients with particoloured wings, as we learn, among 
others, from the following paflage of an epigram af{cribed to Virgil, 
« Virg. Catalect.” Burman. edit. vol. iv. p. 143, “ Ad Venerem :”— 

“© Marmoreufque tibi diverficoloribus alis 
«In morem piéta ftabit Amor pharetra.” 
So the ftatue of Cupid is defcribed, F. Q. lii. xi. 47 [vol. lil. p. 59]. 
T. Warton. It is “ Beares in ber wings” in the folio 611s BC 
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462 MUIOPOTMOS. 


Walking abroad with all her Nymphes to play, 
Bad her faire damzels, flocking her arownd, 
T’o gather flowres her forhead to array : 
Emongft the reft a gentle Nymph was found, 
Hight Aftery, excelling all the crewe 


In curteous ufage and unftained hewe ; 


Who beeing nimbler joynted than the reft, 
And more induftrious, gathered more ftore 
Of the fields honour than the others bett ; 
Which they in fecret harts envying fore, 
Tolde Venus, when her as the worthiett 

She praifd, that Cupide (as they heard before) 
Did lend her fecret aide, in gathering 

Into her lap the children of the fpring. 


Whereof the Goddeffe gathering jealous feare, 
Not yet unmindfull how not long agoe 130 
Her fonne to Pfyche fecrete love did beare, 
And long it clofe conceal’d, till mickle woe 
Thereof arofe, and manie a rufull teare, 
Reafon with fudden rage did overgoe ; 
And giving haftie credit to th’ accufer, 


135 
Was led away of them that did abufe her. 

Eftfoones that Damzell, by her heavenly might, 

She turn’d into a winged Butterflie, 

In the wide aire to make her wandring flight ; 

And all thofe flowres, with which fo plenteouflie 140 


Her lap fhe filled had, that bred her {fpight, 
She placed in her wings, for memorie 
Of her pretended crime, though crime none were: 


~ Since which that flie them in her wings doth beare. 


Thus the frefh Clarion, being readie dight, 


MUIOPOT MOS. 


Unto his journey did himfelfe addreffe, 

And with good fpeed began to take his flight. 

Over the fields, in his franke luftineffe, 

And all the champion o’re he foared light ;' 

And all the countrey wide he did poffeffe, 150 
Feeding upon their pleafures bounteouflie, 

That none gainfaid, nor none did him envie. 


The woods, the rivers, and the medowes green, 

With his aire-cutting wings he meafured wide, 

Ne did he leave the mountaines bare unfeene, 155 
Nor the ranke graflie fennes delights untride. 

But none of thefe, how ever fweete they beene, 

Mote pleafe his fancie, nor him caufe t? abide: 

His choicefull fenfe with every change doth flit. 

No common things may pleafe a wavering wit. 160 


To the gay gardins his unftaid defire 

Him wholly caried, to refrefh his fprights : 

There lavifh Nature, in her beft attire, 

Powres forth fweete odors and alluring fights ; 

And Arte, with her contending, doth afpire 165 
T excell the naturall with made delights ; 

And all that faire or pleafant may be found, 

In riotous exceffe doth there abound. 


There he arriving round about doth flie, 
From bed to bed, from one to other border, 170 
And takes furvey, with curious bufie eye, 


i And all the champion o’re he foared light.] This is the emendation 
of the folio in1611. ‘The original edition omits o’re. Topp. Weare by 
no means convinced of the neceflity for ‘*o’re,” feeing that “‘ champion” 
(fo fpelt in the earlieft copy, and not champaine as in the folio 1611) is 
a word of three fyllables ; and Spenfer might mean to treat “ to foar” 
as a verb tranfitive: we ftill fay that a bird “ foars the air.” C. 
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464 MUIOPOTMOS. 


Of every flowre and herbe there fet in order : 
Now this, now that, he tafteth tenderly, 

Yet none of them he rudely doth diforder, 
Ne with his feete their filken leaves deface, 175 
But paftures on the pleafures of each place. 

And evermore, with moft varietie 

And change of {weetnefle, (for all change is fweete) 
He cafts his glutton fenfe to fatisfie, 

Now fucking of the fap of herbe moft meete, 

Or of the deaw which yet on them does lie, 

Now in the fame bathing his tender feete ; 

And then he pearcheth on fome braunch thereby, 
To weather him, and his moyft wings to dry. 


And then againe he turneth to his play, 

To fpoyle the pleafures of that Paradife ; 

The wholefome Saulge, and Lavender ftill gray, 
Ranke fmelling Rue, and Cummin good for eyes, 
The Rofes raigning in the pride of May, 

Sharpe Ifope good for greene wounds remedies, 
Faire Marigoldes, and Bees-alluring Thime, 
Sweet Marjoram, and Dayfies decking prime : 


185 


190 


Coole Violets, and Orpine growing ftill, 
Embathed Balme, and chearfull Galingale, 
Frefh Coftmarie, and breathfull Camomill, 
Dull* Poppie, and drink-quickning Setuale, 
Veyne-healing Verven, and hed-purging Dill, 
Sound Savorie, and Bazil hartie-hale, 

Fat Colworts, and comforting Perfeline, 


195 


k Dull.) Added [neceffarily] by the folio of 1611. Topp. 


MUIOPOT MOS. 


And whatfo elfe of vertue good or ill 

Grewe in this Gardin, fetcht from farre away, 

Of everie one he takes, and taftes at will, 

And on their pleafures greedily doth pray. 

Then, when he hath both plaid and fed his fill, 205 
In the warme Sunne he doth himfelfe embay, 

And there him refts in riotous fuffifaunce 


Of all his gladfulnes, and kingly joyaunce. 


What more felicitie can fall to creature 

Then to enjoy delight with libertie, 210 
And to be Lord of all the workes of Nature, 

To raine in th’ aire from th’ earth to higheft fkie, 

To feed on flowres and weeds of glorious feature, 

To take what ever thing doth pleafe the ete? 

Who refts not pleafed with fuch happines, 215 
Well worthy he to tafte of wretchednes.' 


But what on earth can long abide in ftate, 

Or who can him affure of happie day, 

Sith morning faire may bring fowle evening late, 

And leaft mifhap the moft bliffe alter may ? 220 
For thoufand perills lie in clofe awaite 

About us daylie, to worke our decay ; 

That none, except a God, or God him guide, 


May them avoyde, or remedie provide. 


And whatfo heavens in their fecret doome 225 
Ordained have, how can fraile flefhly wight 
Forecaft, but it muft needs to iflue come? 


The fea, the aire, the fire, the day, the night, 


| Well worthy he to tafte of wretchednes.| It may deferve a note 
that, in his copy of the folio 1611, Drayton has efpecially marked this 
ftanza by a line and a crofs in the margin 5 probably, becaufe he thought 
it well deferving admiration. C. 
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466 MUIOPOTMOS. 


And th’ armies of their creatures all and fome™ 

Do ferve to them, and with importune might 230 
Warre againft us, the vaffals of their will. 

Who then can fave what they difpofe to fpill ? 


Not thou, O Clarion ! though faireft thou 

Of all thy kinde, unhappie happie Flie, 

Whofe cruell fate is woven even now 

Of Joves owne hand, to worke thy miferie. 

Ne may thee help the manie hartie vow, 

Which thy old Sire with facred pietie 

Hath powred forth for thee, and th’ altars {prent : 


Nought may thee fave from heavens avengement. 240 


It fortuned (as heavens had behight) 

That in this gardin, where yong Clarion 

Was wont to folace him, a wicked wight, 

The foe of faire things, th’ author of confufion, 
The fhame of Nature, the bondflave of {pight, 


24.5 
Had lately built his hatefull manfion ; 
And, lurking clofely, in awayte now lay, 
How he might anie in his trap betray. 
But when he fpide the joyous Butterflie 
In this faire plot difplacing too and fro," 250 


Feareles of foes and hidden jeopardie, 
Lord! how he gan for to beftirre him tho, 


™ their creatures all and fome.] A very common, but illogical 
expreflion, meant to include the whole, which has been already em- 
braced by “all.” We have before had it in vol. iii. p. 72, where it 
feemed to require no note; and perhaps it might be omitted here. The 
phrafe is to be found in moft authors of the time. C. 

" difplacing too and fro.] i.e. going to and fro from place to place. 
All the old copies read « difplacing ;” but Todd, quite needlefsly, 
amended Spenfer’s language (fuch as we may reafonably fuppofe it to 


have been) to di/pacing, which he explains ranging about 5 exactly the 
meaning of *¢ difplacing to and fro.” C. 


MUIOPOT MOS. 


And to his wicked worke each part applie. 

His heart did earne againft his hated foe, 

And bowels fo with ranckling poyfon {welde, 255 
That fcarce the fkin the ftrong contagion helde. 


The caufe why he this Flie fo maliced 

Was (as in ftories it is written found) 

For that his mother, which him bore and bred, 

The moft fine-fingred workwoman on ground, 260 
Aracline, by his meanes was vanquifhed 

Of Pallas, and in her owne fkill confound,° 

When fhe with her for excellence contended, 

That wrought her fhame, and forrow never ended. 


For the Tritonian goddeffe, having hard 265 
Her blazed fame which all the world had fil’d, 

Came downe to prove the truth, and due reward 

For her prais-worthie workmanfhip to yeild ; 

But the prefumptuous Damzell rafhly dar’d 

The Goddeffe felfe to chalenge to the field, 270 
And to compare with her in curious fkill 

Of workes with loome, with needle, and with quill. 


Minerva did the chalenge not refufe, 

But deign’d with her the paragon to make: 

So to their worke they fit, and each doth chufe 275 
What ftorie fhe will for her tapet take.? 

Arachne figur’d how Jove did abufe 

Europa like a Bull, and on his backe 


© in ber owne feill confound.| For confounded ; as in the “ Shep. 


Cal.” June, ver. 63 [vol. 1. p. 75 | 
< as halfe with fhame confound.” ‘Topp. 


P fhe will for her tapet take.| “ Tapet” feems ufed here for tapeffry, 


or embroidered work—work covered with a pattern of figures, flowers, 
&c. Chaucer has it in the plural, ¢apztes. Ce 
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468 MUIOPOTMOS. 


Her through the fea did beare; fo lively feene, 


That it true Sea, and true Bull, ye would weene. 280 


Shee feem’d ftill backe unto the land to looke, 

And her play-fellowes aide to call, and feare 

The dafhing of the waves, that up fhe tooke 

Her daintie feet, and garments gathered neare; 

But (Lord !) how the in everie member fhooke, 285 
When as the land fhe faw no more appeare, 

But a wilde wildernes of waters deepe : 

Then gan fhe greatly to lament and weepe. 


Before the Bull the pi@ur’d winged Love, 
With his yong brother Sport, light fluttering 
Upon the waves, as each had been a Dove : 
The one his bowe and fhafts, the other Spring 4 
A burning Teade’ about his head did move, 
As in their Syres new love both triumphing : 
And manie Nymphes about them flocking round, 29; 
And manie Tritons which their hornes did found. 


290 


And, round about her worke the did empale 

With a faire border wrought of fundrie flowres, 
Enwoven with an Yvie-winding trayle: 

A goodly worke, full fit for kingly bowres ; 

Such as Dame Pallas, fuch as Envie pale, 

That al good things with venemous tooth devowres, 
Could not accufe. Then gan the Goddeffe bright 
Her felfe likewife unto her worke to dight. 


| 
1 rhe other Spring.| Or Springal, a young perfon. See F. Q. v. x. 


300 


_ 6 [vol. iii. p. 65]. T. Warton. Springal {eems properly to mean a 


Spray or fooot. C. eat 
" A burning Teade.| Torch. The fame word is uled; FQ. is oxtit 
37 [vol. il. p. 80], and in the poet’s « Epithalamion :” Lat. teda. Toop. 


MUIOPOT MOS. 


She made the ftorie of the olde debate 305 
Which fhe with Neptune did for Athens trie : 

Twelve Gods doo fit around in royall ftate, 

And Jove in midft with awfull Maiettie, 

To judge the ftrife betweene them ftirred late : 

Each of the Gods, by his like vifnomie* 310 
Eathe to be knowen; but Jove above them all, 

By his great lookes and power Imperiall. 


Before them ftands the God of Seas in place, 

Clayming that fea-coaft Citie as his right, 

And ftrikes the rockes with his three-forked mace; 315 
Whenceforth iffues a warlike fteed in fight, 

The figne by which he chalengeth the place ; 

That all the Gods, which faw his wondrous might, 

Did furely deeme the victorie his due: 

But feldome feene, forejudgement proveth true. 320 


Then to her felfe fhe gives her Aegide fhield, 

And fteelhed fpeare, and morion on her hedd, 

Such as fhe oft is feene in warlike field : 

Then fets fhe forth, how with her weapon dredd 

She fmote the ground, the which ftreight foorth did yield 
A fruitfull Olyve tree, with berries fpredd, 326 
That all the Gods admir’d: then, all the ftorie 

She compaft with a wreathe of Olyves hoarie. 


Emongtt thefe leaves fhe made a Butterflie, 
With excellent device and wondrous flight, 330 
Fluttring among the Olives wantonly, 


by bis like vifnomie.] Countenance [phyfiognomy]. See this word, 
F. Q. v. iv. 11 [vol. iii. p. 358]. I find the word alfo in Chaucer’s 


Works, edit. Urr. «Merch. Second Tale,” ver. 2461: 
<< T know wele by thy f/amy thy kind wer to itele.” Topo. 
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470 MUIOPOTMOS. 


That feem’d to live, fo like it was in fight : 

The velvet nap which on his wings doth lie, 
The filken downe with which his backe is dight, 
His broad outftretched hornes, his hayrie thies,' 
His glorious colours, and his gliftering eies. 


Which when Arachne faw, as overlaid 

And mattered with workmanhhip fo rare, 
She ftood aftonied long, ne ought gainefaid ; 
And with fat fixed eyes on her did ftare, 
And by her filence, figne of one difmaid, 
The victorie did yeeld her as her fhare: 
Yet did the inly fret and felly burne, 


And all her blood to poyfonous rancor turne : 


That fhortly from the fhape of womanhed, 

Such as fhe was when Pallas the attempted, 

She grew to hideous fhape of dryrihed, 

Pined with griefe of folly late repented : 

Eftfoones her white ftreight legs were altered 

To crooked crawling fhankes, of marrowe empted ; 
And her faire face to fowle and loathfome hewe, 
and her fine corpes to a bag of venim grewe. 


This curfed creature, mindfull of that olde 
Enfefted grudge," the which his mother felt, 
So foone as Clarion he did beholde, 

His heart with vengefull malice inly {welt ; 


34.0 


345 


350 


‘ bis bayrie thies.] This is the original reading, and is correét. The 
folio of 1611 altered it to airie, which all other editions have injudi- 


cioufly followed. Toop. Drayton all 


owed it to remain ayrie in his 


copy of the folio 1611, but he made few notes upon this poem: he 


even left “his” Ser in a previous ftanza, Pp. 2020mewe 


“ Enfefted grudge.| May we not fuppofe that exfeferd was the 


poet’s word, the r having accidentally dropped out? C., 


MUIOPOT MOS. 


And weaving ftraight a net with manie a fold 

About the cave in which he lurking dwelt, 

With fine {mall cords about it ftretched wide, 

So finely fponne that {carce they could be fpide. 460 


Not anie damzell, which her vaunteth moft 

In fkilfull knitting of foft filken twyne, 

Nor anie weaver, which his worke doth boatt 

In dieper, in damafke, or in lyne, 

Nor anie {kil’d in workmanfhip emboft, 36 
Nor anie {kil’d in loupes of fingring fine, 
Might in their divers cunning ever dare 

With this fo curious networke to compare. 


Os 


Ne doo I thinke, that that fame fubtil gin, 

The which the Lemnian God framde craftily,* 370 
Mars fleeping with his wife to compaffe in, 

That all the Gods with common mockerie 

Might laugh at them, and {corne their fhamefull fin, 
Was like to this. This fame he did applie 

For to entrap the careles Clarion, 375 
That rang’d each where without fufpition. 


Sufpition of friend, nor feare of foe 

That hazarded his health, had he at all; 

But walkt at will, and wandred too and fro, 

In the pride of his freedome principal : 380 
Little wift he his fatall future woe, 

But was fecure; the liker he to fall. 


x the Lemnian God framde craftily.| Nobody feems to have obferved 
upon an important variation here in the old copies: the firit edition 
reads, did flily frame s while «« framde craftily” is the emendation of 
the folio 1611: the rhyme fhows the lait to be right, but the difference, 


of courfe, requires notice. G 
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472 MUIOPOTMOS. 


He likeft is to fall into mifchaunce, 
That is regardles of his governaunce, 


Yet ftill Aragnoll (fo his foe was hight) 


385 
Lay lurking covertly him to furprife ; 
And all his gins, that him entangle might, 
Dreft in good order as he could devife. 
At length, the foolith F lie, without forefight, 
As he that did all daunger quite defpife, 390 


Toward thofe parts came flying carelefslie, 
Where hidden was his hatefull enemie. 


Who, feeing him, with fecret joy therefore 

Did tickle inwardly in everie vaine ; 

And his falfe hart, fraught with all treafons ftore, 395 
Was fil’d with hope his purpofe to obtaine: 
Himfelfe he clofe upgathered more and more 
Into his den, that his deceitful] traine 

By his there being might not be bewraid, 
Ne anie noyfe, ne anie motion made, 4.00 
Like as a wily Foxe, that having fpide 

Where on a funnie banke the Lambes doo play, 
Full clofely creeping by the hinder fide, 

Lyes in ambufhment of his hoped pray, 

Ne ftirreth limbe ; till, feeing readie tide, 

He rufheth forth, and fnatcheth quite away 

One of the litle yonglings unawares: 

So to his worke Aragnoll him prepares. 


4.05 


Who now tha] 


I give unto my heavie eyes 
A well of tear 


es, that all may overflow? 4.10 


Y bis hatefull enemie.| "The firft folio altered this original reading to 
“< fatall enemy.” Topp. 


MUIOPOT MOS. 
Or where fhall I finde lamentable cryes, 


And mournfull tunes enough my griefe to fhow ? 


Helpe, O thou Tragick Mufe! me to devife 
Notes fad enough t’ expreffe this bitter throw :” 
For loe! the drerie ftownd is now arrived, 


That of all happines hath us deprived. 


The luckles Clarion, whether cruell Fate 

Or wicked Fortune faultles him mifled, 

Or fome ungracious blaft, out of the gate 

Of Acoles raine,* perforce him drove on hed, 
Was (O fad hap, and howre unfortunate !) 
With violent fwift flight forth caried 

Into the curfed cobweb, which his foe 

Had framed for his finall overthroe. 


There the fond Flie, entangled, ftrugled long, 
Himfelfe to free thereout ; but all in vaine : 
For ftriving more, the more in laces ftrong 
Himfelfe he tide, and wrapt his winges twaine 
In lymie fnares the fubtill loupes among ; 
That in the ende he breathleffe did remaine, 
And, all his yougthly forces idly {pent, 


Him to the mercie of th’ avenger lent. 


Which when the greifly tyrant did e{pie, 


Like a grimme Lyon rufhing with fierce might 


415 


430 


2p expreffe this bitter throw.| “Throw” is here ufed for time— 
this bitter time; but in general it means only a fhort time, a moment, 


a “throw” of the eye: fee vol. il. pp. ZO: A225 SC 
@ Or fome ungracious blaft, out of the gate 


Of Aeoles raine.] That is, out of the gate of Molus’s dominion. 


The folio of 1611 has ftrangely corrupted this paffage. ‘Topp. 


The 


only corruption is that, “ Or” and “ Of,” which begin two confecutive 


lines, are mifplaced in the folio1611. C. 


he 
eve ane: 
4 M. 


gives! 
hat 
owen 


ney 9 
elas oct 
ste wae 


tric’ 
wo At 


Pe NerTHPeeT 


¢ 
“ x 


a 
Soe 


i 


em ete 
Pi csp. 


a 
i 


3 “a 
ie 
|e 
7 
a 
ib 


" -_ ba at makes 
; tO ARLE te ore semongosttt sty em pieraeg a nd alte S 
Liven riba nb Reais! MASc t= Aa aria hs RP aoe ae 
tetas i: pied JU AC pes ine aed Sey eta ae) 
(fa . ares =~ 


Anit 


474 MUIOPOTMOS. 
Out of his den, he feized ereedelie 


435 
On the refiftles pray ; and, with fell {pight, 
Under the left wing ftroke his weapon flie 
Into his heart, that his deepe groning fpright 
In bloodie ftreames foorth fled into the aire, 
His bodie left the {pectacle of care. 440 


END OF VOL. Iv. 
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